Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


U.S.  National 
Arboretum  Library 


m 


749. 


Yfeshington,  D.  C., 
Kay  6,  1909. 


Professor  G.  V.  Piper, 

Office. 

Dear  Prof.  Piper: 

In  regard  to  the  talk  v/e  had  yesterday  about  the  various 
grasses,  I  sent  in  from  China,  Manchuria,  and  Korea,  I  am  acting 
upon  your  suggestion  and  send  you  herewith  a  li  st  of  names  with 
their  3.P.I.  numbers. 

Hoping  you  will  be  able  to  supply  me  at  your  earliest 
1  convenience  with  a  few  brief  notes  about  their  behavior,  I  am 
j  Yours  very  truly, 

FRANK  II.  MEYER. 


Washington,  D.  C. 


June  24,  1909 . 


Dear  Mr.  Fairchild: 

As  I  reported  to  you  verbally  some  weeKs  ago,  I  had  a 
long  talk  with  Mr.  Taylor  about  trying  to  prevent  the  wholesale 
failures  of  making  pear  and  Crataegus  scions  grow-  on  arrival 
here  in  the  United  States,  such  as  we  experience  with  the  material 
sent  in  from  Asia. 

Now,  my  idea  is  to  treat  the  various  material  in  the 
future  the  same  way  you  did  the  persimmons,  viz.,  to  select  a 
few  good  establishments  where  a  certain  product  is  ms.de  a  spec- 
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ialty  of.  Hr.  Taylor  suggests  the  following  firms:  for  northern 
and  European  pears,  ELlwanger  &  Barry,  Rochester,  II.  Y. ;  for  pears 
from  southern  localities  and  Oriental  pears  especially,  ..  F. 
Heike3,  Huntsville,  Ala.;  for  large  fruited  Chinese  haws,  lie  e  ha  ns 
Nurseries,  Dreshertown,  Pa.;  where  they  make  a  specialty  of 
Crataegus,  or  '.An.  H.  Hbon  Co.,  I.brri sville,  Pa.,  where  the  expert 
propagator,  Hr.  Barthrop,  is  located,  with  whom  Hr.  Taylor  is 
acouainted. 

For  peaches,  v;e  still  have  to  find  a  few  men,  although 
I  think  that  the  Glen  3t.  I.'ary*  s  Nurseries  could  probably  handle 
them  as  successfully  as  they  did  the  persimmons. 

Trusting  that  arrangements  with  the  above  parties  can 
be  made  at  the  time  I  am  going  out  again,  I  remain 

7ery  sincerely  yours, 

FRANK  N.  MCYER. 


Washington,  D.  C. 


August  5,  1909. 


Dear  Hr.  Fairchild: 

Let  me  thank  you  kindly  for  your  pretty  postal  from 
Quebec.  Yes,  the  change  of  climate  from  this  humid  sweat-box 
to  bracing  Canada,  must  have  been  great  and  still,  do  you  know 
that  the  very  afternoon  you  left  a  cool  wave  began  to  descend 
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upon  us  here  and  it  has  been  even  cold  these  last  nights.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Mann  shivered  in  their  beds  "In  the  Woods.” 

What  news  I  have,  well  quite  some.  Yesterday  I  have 
been  bonded  and  had  the  sensation  of  having  a  check  for  r600G 
in  my  hand  after  having  run  through  the  Treasury  Department  for 
about  four  hours.  Mr.  Long-  took  it  all  upon  him,  if  I  had  been 
alone,  it  might  have  taken  tv*o  days.  Yesterday  my  new  appoint¬ 
ment  together  v/ith  Letter  of  Authorization  came  and  today  at 
last  my  letter  of  instructions.  Doesn’t  it  go  slow?  It  ac¬ 
tually  seems  to  get  worse,  this  red  tape  machinery.  This  morning 
Dr.  Galloway  had  a  talk  with  me  and  then  we  \  ent  to  see  the 
Secretary  to  whom  we  explained  the  aim  and  ptirposes  of  this 
coming  trip.  The  Secretary  felt  obliged  to  say  that  what  he 
wanted  auove  all  things  were  grains  and  legumes.  Fruits,  he 
said,  we  do  not  want  really.  The  world  could  get  along  just 
as  well  without  them. 

Well,  that  is  his  view,  of  course.  But  in  case  we 
could  show  him  right  now  ho w  much  money  the  peach  crop  alone 
is  bringing-  in  these  last  days,  perhaps  he  would  cone  to  terms. 
Anyway,  he  wished  me  good  luck  and  a  pleasant  journey  and  we 
departed  on  the  best  of  terms.  I  believe  Dr*.  Galloway  was 
decidedly  pleased  that  matters  have  moved  along-  so  nicely. 

Today  I  have  settled  my  financial  affairs  and  have 
sworn  again  to  defend  the  Constitution,  etc.,  and  now  the  great 
packing-in  is  coming  and  some  time  next  week  I  hope  to  leave 
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The  Primoet  camera  hasn’t  arrived  as  yet.  ;/e  have 
wired  to  Crandall  about  it  and  got  reply  bade.  Mr.  Baker  said 
he  delivered  it  to  Crandall  and  Crandall  says  he  didn’t  get  it. 
The  near  future  will  learn  us  what  has  happened. 

Dr.  Van  Vleet  left  again  for  his  old  home  in  Little 
Silver  to  wait  there  for  a  definite  order  from  Hr.  Dorsett.  It 
was  a  disappointment  to  him  to  have  to  wait  so  long.  Mr.  »ester 
is  in  Washington.  He  is  still  a  sick  man.  He  weighs  only  110 
pounds.  He  said,  though,  he  is  improving  daily  and  likes  it 
better  here  than  in  Ashville,  North  Carolina. 

The  new  cents  have  come  out  with  Lincoln’s  image  on 
them.  They  are  very  artistic  coins  indeed  and  a  brisk  trade 
is  done  in  them  by  news  boys;  the  rates  were  today  Ztf  apiece 
or  3  for  a  nickel . 

This  afternoon  we  have  had  a  severe  thunderstorm  here. 
I  would  not  be  a  bit  surprised  if  over  one  inch  of  rain  had 
fallen.  I  do  hope  it  rained  out  on  your  place,  too,  for  the 
stuff  need  some  water. 

And  how  are  you  both  getting  along  over  there- in  the 
Old  .orld  ?  I  hope  you  had  a  very  pleasant  trip. 

Well,  I  j.uess  I  better  conclude  for  this  time.  With 
best  wishes  and  regards  for  both  Mrs.  Fairchild  and  yourself, 

I  remain 

Yours  roost  sincerely, 

FRANK  N.  MEYER. 

P.3.  My  address  will  be  c/o  Parr’s  Bank  Lim. ,  4  Bartholomew 

Lane,  London,  E.  C. 
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ITev;  York  City,  N.  Y. 

August  13,  1909. 


Ur.  R.  A.  Young, 


Washington,  i).  C. 

Dear  I.r.  Youngs 

/* 

I  forgot  in  all  that  hurrying  to  give  you  ray  address. 
Please  forward  an$  mail  to  the  above.  That  is,  wait  until  there 
is  an  accumulation  of  several  letters  and  then  send  them  up  in 
a  bunch.  I  also  though  ray  1.3.  would  be  better  in  a  drawer 
somewhere. 

Well,  goodbye,  then. 

Sincerely  yours, 

PRANK  IT.  ISYSR. 


Cunard  R.I  .3.  ’’Carmania." 
August  18,  1909. 


Dear  Mr.  Dor  sett: 

As  you  probably  know,  ere  this  letter  reaches  you,  I 
have  left  America  and  have  started  my  second  great  journey  which 
may  last  again  a  f ew  years.  Jell,  I  era  glad  I  am  again  on  the 
road.  As  you  realize,  it  was  pretty  hard  on  me  there  in  hot  and 
humid  /ashington  and  to  be  cooped  up  in  that  little  office.  I 
hope  I  will  never  be  again  subjected  to  such  a  compulsory  sit- 
do  wn-at-your-desk  treatment.  Not  that  the  journey  I  intend  to 
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make  will  be  of  the  easiest,  oh  no,  far  from  it,  but  then  one 
has  a  different  life  altogether.  A  bad  day  is  forgotten  when 
a  good  thing  turns  up  and  there  is  a  change  all  the  time.  In 
my  thoughts  I  live  again  a  few  years  ahead  and  see  all  the 
material  I  collected,  growing  here  and.  there  in  the  United 
States  and  maybe  when  I  am  older  I  will  have  a  station  of  my 
own  where  I  can  create  such  plants  and  shrubs  as  there  is  a 
need  for. 

We  are  here  on  a  very  luxurious  vessel  and  there  are 
stewards  and  waiters  galore.  They  will  all  hold  their  hands  up 
next  Sunday  morning  when  we  hope  to  land  in  Liverpool;  as  Uncle 
Sam  allows  but  5.00  for  combined  tips,  v;e  v/ill  have  to  add  some¬ 
thing  of  our  own.  The  weather  we  have  experienced  up  to  the 
present  has  been  very  various,  iunday  and  I.bnday  were  simply 
fierce.  The  boat  rolling  up  and  down,  the  towerin^  waves,  and 
I  assure  you  that  a  goodly  part  of  the  passengers  didn’t  eat 
much  and  some  even  had  to  give  in  to  the  sea  that  which  didn't 
want  to  stay  within  them.  How  do  you  like  the  sea?  I  myself 
consider  it  a  real  nuissance  and  would  not  midd  it  a  bit  if  we 
could  overbridge  it  with  some  sort  of  a  material  and  make  terra 
firma  from  it.  Hot  that  I  get  seasick,  no,  not  at  all,  but  I 
consider  it  such  a  waste  of  time  to  stay  aboard  a  ship  for  such 
a  number  of  days  or  sometimes  even  weeks. 

And  now,  how  is  your  journey  roceeding?  I  know  you 
had  a  big  job  there  in  l  iami.  I  hope  you  found  Brooksville  a 
whole  lot  easier  than  the  above  place.  I  envy  you  your  trip 
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through  California.  I  really  wish  I  could  have  found  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  this  summer  to  have  paid  a  visit  to  the  Coast.  Well, 
some  other  time. 

You  are  having  Dr.  Van  Pleet  with  you  now  as  a  com¬ 
panion.  I  hope  he  will  find  the  Chico  garden  congenial  to  his 
wishes.  As  you  ioiow,  he  is  really  used  to  somewhat  more  than 
a  regular  propagating  garden.  I  wonder  what  your  sensations 
will  he  after  reaching  Chico,  where  you  spent  so  many  hours  in 
sorrow  and  in  satisfaction.  It  is  a  good  thing  anyway,  that 
you  are  making  this  long  trip  before  settling  down  to  the  real 
work.  It  will  be  of  as  great  a  benefit  to  yourself  as  to  our 
office  in  general. 

Last  night  we  had  a  concert  and  minstrel  show  aboard 
this  boat.  It  was  quite  a  break  in  the  monotony  of  sea  life 
and  the  money  they  collected  went  to  the  Liverpool  Asylum  for 
Orphas  whose  fathers  had  perished  through  dangers  and  perils 
of  the  sea.  Yiey  collected  about  >90.00  from  the  passengers, 
qjtite  something,  eh,  when  you  realize  that  after  all  the  boat 
is  only  half  full. 

Well,  do  you  know  I  wish  I  wa3  already  in  Central 
Asia,  Phis  long  trip  I  have  to  take  through  Cur  ope  is  worrying 
me  some  for  I  have  to  pass  several  frontiers  and  all  my  baggage 
will  be  examined  every  time.  I  will  try  to  ship  the  bulk  of  it 
to  3t.  Petersburg  direct,  although  I  run  the  danger  of  having 
it  disappear  somewhere,  exploration  has  its  worries  too! 
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Y/ell,  another  day  or  two  and  we  will  sight  Ireland 
where  this  letter  will  he  landed  and  tell  you  tiat  I  reached 
the  other  side. 

Goodbye;  best  regard  to  all  of  those  who  know  me. 

Sincerely  yours, 

FRANK  i'l.  I  3YER. 


Cunard  H.i:.  S.  "Carmania.” 
August  19,  1909. 


Dear  L*r.  Jairchild; 

You  are  probably  aware  ere  this  letter  reaches  you 
that  I  have  started  my  second  great  trip.  Yes,  things  went  in 
a  hurry  these  last  times.  LJr  packing-in  of  all  the  stuff  I  have 
to  take  with  me  bothered  me  some,  but  I  jot  it'  all  0. K.  now  and 
was  able  to  see  it  aboard  on  time.  I  wonder  what  kind  of  weather 
you  experienced  when  crossing  this  pond.  .  e  haven’t  been  very 
lucicy.  Saturday  was  a  fine  day,  but  lunday  and  I 'onday  were 
fierce.  Especially  on  I  onday  the  attendance  at  the  dinner  tables 
was  pitifully  small.  Tuesday  and  yesterday  were  fair  days,  btit 
today  the  breeze  is  growing  stronger  again  and  rain  comes  down  once 
in  awhile.  I  despise  the  sea  and  hope  we  will  be  able  some  day 
to  invent  a  material  that  will  overbridge  it  and  upon  which  we 
will  be  able  to  live.  How  about  evaporation,  you  will  say.  Oh, 
well,  we  will  construct  reservoirs  and  practice  more  irrig.tion 
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than  we  do  now.  he  world  will  have  to  do  that  anyway  as  this 

9 

globe  of  our  get 83  to  be  older. 

.  A  few  days  before  I  left  'Washington  I  spent  the  nigfrt 

with  Jr.  And  Irs.  Tarn  on  your  place.  T  gaore  advice  in  certain 
matters  of  transplanting  and  cultivation  but  may  say  that  in 
general  the  place  is  in  very  good  shape.  The  Chinese  poplars 
have  grown  a  few  more  feet  and  those  Chinese  cabbages  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  look  wonderfully  good.  I  am  real  sorry  I  won’t  see 
them  to  perfection.  It  is  dry  aroun  V, ashing  as  in  fact  in  the 
whole  jSJast.  Let  us  hope  they  had  some  v/et  weather  since. 

You  probably  received  hr.  Young’ s  letter  re  the 
camera.  I  hope  to  find  it  at  Brown  jros.  Really  amusing,  this 
incident  of  .  rs.  Bell,  after  she  herself  had  gotten  considerably 
excited  about  our  supposed  Crandalls  actions  in  this  matter. 

In  Kr.  Fischer’s  report  on  his  visit  to  the  Arnold 
Arboretum  he  mentions  the  fact  that  a  considerable  number  of 
Wilson's  plants  may  be  lost  again  to  the  American  public  owing 
to  their  not  being  hardy  in  Massachusetts.  Couldn’t  we  put 
some  in  our  new  station  in  >rooksville,  where  the  climate 
resembles  Japan  and  Central  China  very  much,  indeed.  it  seems 
a  shame  for  a  rich  and  large  country  like  the  United  States  to 
be  not  even  able  to  take  care  of  some  rare  and  valuable  plant  si 
This  ship  is  a  luxurious  one  and  there  are  stewards, 
waiters  and  attendants  galore.  'hey  all  will  hold  up  their 
hands  next  Sunday  morning  when  we  hope  to  land  in  Liverpool. 

That  part  of  the  business  is  always  disagreeable  to  me.  The 
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people  too  on  a  luxurious  vessel  never  become  so  intimate  with  one 
another  as  on  smaller  or  less  elegantly  outfitted  ships.  In  fact, 
these  boats  are  more  or  less  floating  hotels  and  people  behave 
accordingly.  Last  night  we  had  a  concert  and  minstrel  show  for 
the  benefit  of  Orphans  of  seamen.  It  was  quite  a  success  and 
there  was  nearly  (•.SO. 00  collected.  He  have  the  American  Am¬ 
bassador  to  Japan  aboard  (Lr.  O’Brien).  He  acted  as  chairman 
to  this  entertainment  and  at  the  end  the  audience  sang  Hy 
Country  ’Bis  of  The.”  and  ’’God  Shave  the  King. "  after  that  the 
majority  hunted  up  their  bunks  and  no  doubt  dreamed  the  sweet 
dreams  of  the  innocents. 

Well,  and  how  are  you  and  Urs.  Fairchild  getting  along 
in  Uurope.  I  hope  you  fond  some  beautiful,  quiet  places  after  all. 
I  myself,  too,  would  not  mind  if  I  could  find  a  poetical  spot 
where  the  idea  of  a  real  rest  could  penetrate  me,  for  strange 
to  say,  the  sea  gives  me  no  rest.  Just  the  opposite.  I  begrudge 
myself  the  great  amount  of  sleep  she  gives  me,  for  sleep  is  often 
a  waste. 

Well,  a  few  more  days  and  Queenstown  will  appear  before 
our  eyes  and  this  message  will  probably  be  landed  there  telling 
you  my  approach  to  the  tight-little,  bright-little  island. 

With  best  wishes  and  greetings  to  you  both,  I  remain 

Yours  mo:;t  sincerely, 


.  .UK  N.  METER 
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August  31,  1909. 


Dear  !r.  Fairchild: 

To  say  that  I  an  sorry  I  did  not  meet  you  here  in  Old 
England  is  only  a  mild  way  of  expressing  it;  it  really  was  pain¬ 
ful  to  know  that  you  were  here,  but  that  Fate  prevented  us  from 
meeting  one  another.  You  stated  in  your  tel^ram  this:  "I  HAVE 
YOUR  C/d  ERA  JUST  DISCOVERED.  IT  WILL  BE  AT  BROVIN'S  HOTEL,  DOVER 
AND  ALBEMARLE  STREETS  SUNDAY  2 2nd. "  How  why  didn’t  you  state  1 
will  he  there? 

As  your  message  was  from  Edinburgh  I  simply  thought 
you  had  sent  it  up  after  receiving  a  letter  from  I  r.  Young  and 
one  from  me. 

Jell,  it  is  passed  now.  Tomorrow  I  will  be  at  Antwerp 
to  meet  my  father,  mother  and  other  relatives  who  are  all  too 
eager  to  3ee  the  exile  who  has  been  away  now  for  well  night  8 
long  years. 


I  found  out  today  when  calling  for  the  camera  at  Brown 
Shipley,  that  you  were  at  Worcester  and  I  called  last  Sunday 
four  times  at  the  Greyhound  and  hunted  all  over  the  town  of 
Richmond  and  through  new  Gardens;  on  I'onday  I  also  waited  for 
you  and  went  again  to  the  Greyhound  and  left  a  letter  for  you 
in  the  Curator’s  office.  Today  I  was  looking  for  you  at  the 
flower  show  the  whole  afternoon,  although  I  suspected  that  my 
mil  to  you  must  not  have  reached  you. 

Wilson  exhibited  a  few  hundred  photos  and  Veitch’s 
nursery  of  Combe  Vood  had  some  novelties  in  Western  Chinese 
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plants.  Later  on  I  will  write  rnore  in  detail  at>out  these  matters. 

I  expect  to  he  pretty  well  busy  with  my  relatives  until 
the  beginning  of  next  week.  Then  I  will  se  Ur.  Jean  Houzeau  de 
Lehaie  at  St.  Symphorien  Lez  I  ons,  whose  "bamboo  collection  I  will 
look  over  and  then  T  will  go  to  the  Vilmorin’ s  arboreta  and  to 
Anger  for  the  apple  root  crown  gall  investigation,  then  to  Hamburg 
for  that  Azolla,  then  to  Berlin  and  soon  after  that  I  will  land  in 
St.  letersburg  where  I  will  probably  be  busy  for  several  weeks.  I 
have  written  Ambassador  Rockhill  that  I  am  coming-  and  he  will 
probably  be  able  to  assist  me  a  good  deal  in  getting  various  per¬ 
mits  into  shape.  I  really  like  to  get  out  as  soon  as  possible  to 
my  fields  of  work,  although  one  has  to  pass  through  the  European 
centers  of  accumulated  knowledge  to  find  out  what  the  world  knows 
about  the  lesser  known  lands. 

In  the  wonderfully  rich  Hew  herbarium  I  looked  up  a 
lot  of  material  like  the  genera  of  Bios  gyros,  irus,  Talus, 
lopulus,  T'lnrus,  istacia,  Lathyrus,  edicago,  F:  cus  and  others 
and  I  have  learned  much.  Some  other  time  when  I  have  more  lei¬ 
sure,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  make  a  more  prolonged  sturdy  in  this 
herbarium.  If  I  hod  known  that  Jew  after  all  is  rather  poor  in 
ITorth  Chinese  material  and  that  this  generally  despised  material 
is  of  an  immense  assistance  to  an  explorer  like  myself,  I  most 
certainly  would  have  collected  more.  It  really  hurts  me  now  to 
find  out  how  much  more  useful  I  could  have  been  to  mankind.  But, 

I  was  shipped  off  in  a  hurry  and  didn’t  realize  all  such  matters. 
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Well,  it  is  getting  late  in  the  night  and  I  will  have 
to  finish  some  packing  yet. 

Goodbye,  my  best  regards  also  to  Mrs.  Fairchild. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

FRANK  N.  MEYER. 

P.3.  c/o  Poste  Re  at  ante,  Antv/erp,  Belgium,  until  September  7, 

inclusive. 

Hr.  McGregor  invites  me  to  come  up  to  Edinburgh  where 
he  will  be  from  September  2  to  9,  but  I  don’t  see  it  possible  to 
be  there.  I  wc  rather  be  in  St.  Petersburgh  before  the  frost 
kills  off  all  the  vegetation. 

Dr.  Augustine  Henry  is  out  in  Servia  somewhere  and  may 
not  be  b&cu  until  10  or  14  days  from  now. 

Mr*.  E.  H.  Wilson  expects  to  leave  for  the  United  States 
the  18th  of  September.  He  wiil  be  busy  preparing  from  now  on 
and  has  to  travel  yet  a  bit  here  in  England. 

Dr.  r.  L.  Britton  works  in  the  Herbarium  for  another 
week  or  so. 

Veitch’ s  Nursery  at  Combe  Wood  near  Kingston  Surrey 
is  most  certainly  well  worth  visiting-.  The  new  Chinese  poplar 
(Populus  lasiocarpa)  with  leaves  sometimes  a  foot  long  is  very* 
interesting,  utterly  unli.le  other  poplars. 

Too  bad,  indeed,  we  missed  each  other. 

F.N.1T. 
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Antwerp,  Belgium, 

September  4,  1906. 


Dear  I.r .  Fairchild: 

Your  letter  of  August  29th  written  in  Chester  reached 
rue  yesterday  here  in  Antwerp.  I  looked  at  the  post  marie  and  st. - 
was  stamped  at  10  P.l  .  August  29,  Chester,  so  why  it  should  have 
"been  delayed  so  much  is  a  puzzle  to  me,  unless  the  postal  author¬ 
ities  delivered  it  to  one  of  the  many  "branches  of  Parr’s  Bank  as 
you  hadn’t  put  the  full  address  on  the  envelope.  I  hope  various 
messages  have  reached  you  since  you  wrote  your  16.  st  letter  to  me. 

About  seeing  Steward  and  Forrest,  well,  if  you  think 
it  necessary,  I’ll  do  it,  hut  it  is  a  long  journey  again  and  a 
good  ran  is  partly  a  gamble;  that  is,  a  uan  may  be  excellent  in 
a  certain  place  and  yet  not  he  able  to  adjust  himself  to  new 
conditions.  When  you  feel  that  Steward  would  fit  into  our 
special  needs,  well,  why  not  rnal.ee  some  kind  of  a  proposal  after 
Ilr.  Dorsett  has  come  hack  and  we  know  exactly  what  we  are  going 
to  do.  About  Forrest,  well,  could  money  he  found  to  explore 
South  China?  Y/e  want  citrus  fruits,  southern  root  crops,  cover 
crops,  etc.;  there  is  a  big  field.  Wilson  himself  paid  appar¬ 
ently  very  little  attention  to  such  things,  hut  one  can  easily 
explain  that.  The  bigger  part  of  Chinese  useful  plants  cannot 
he  grown  in  England  or  in  fact  not  in  northwestern  Europe  and 
few  Europeans  are  able  to  realize  their  importance  to  America 
unless  they  have  been  there. 


I  wish  we  could  heet  here  or  tnere  yet  and  talk  about 
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these  matters. 

I  received  a  letter  from  I  r.  J.  Houzeau  de  Lehaie  at 
St.  Symphorien  Les  Ifons,  Belgium,  who  says  he  will  he  very  glad 
to  see  me  and  hopes  you  will  also  find  an  opportunity  while  you 
are  in  Europe  to  see  him.  I  will  probably  see  him  at  the  close 
of  next  week. 

And  now  a  few  words  about  the  visitors  I  am  entertain¬ 
ing  here.  All  my  near  relatives  are  here  and  we  are  a  crowd  of 
8  people.  I  am,  of  course,  the  most  popular  member  and  they 
want  me  to  talk  for  hours  and  hours  about  all  my  experiences. 

We  all  find  that  we  haven’t  changed  so  very  much  after  all.  I 
find  Dutch  a  trifle  difficult,  but  am  soon  getting  familiar 
again  with  various  ways  of  expression  that  were  somewhat  new 
to  me.  I  am  glad  we  are  able  to  talk  again  about  ever  so  many 
things  which  one  doesn’t  care  to  write  about  and  which  one  wants 
to  be  informed  about  anyway. 

As  I  wrote  you  I  obtained  the  camera  at  Brown,  Shipley's 
office.  I  haven’t  tested  it  yet.  I  also  wrote  to  Brown’s  Hotel 
to  forward  you  a  card  which  I  had  addressed  you  there.  In  the 
Curator’s  office  at  ICew  I  left  a  short  letter  which  is  now  of 
no  value  ary  longer  and  hich  may  be  sent  back  to  me  or  destroyed 
in  case  you  shouldn’t  call  for  it. 

Well,  it  is  raining-  hard  now  here  and  I  hope  you’ll 
have  it  less  cool,  not  to  say  cold  as  it  is  here.  Could  we  but 
blend  the  two  climates,  viz.,  that  of  the  East  coast  of  America 
and  that  of  the  West  coast  of  Europe. 
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Goodbye,  my  best  regards  also  to  Its.  Fairchild. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

FRANK  N.  MEYER. 


Baris,  France, 

September  12,  1909. 


Dear  It.  Young: 

Let  me  thank  you  for  your  two  letters  of  August  18 
and  August  23,  1909,  which  I  received  in  Antwerp.  I  also  re¬ 
ceived  the  three  field  diaries;  the  bulletin  of  F.P.  I.  Ho.  19  and 
the  clippings  of  the  Washington  Post  and  Times  with  their 
highly  amusing  accounts  of  my  intended  trip.  Kacho  gratia t : 

In  answer  upon  your  question  whether  I  desire  to 
receive  the  succeeding  numbers  of  the  bi-weekly  bulletin,  I 
say  yes.  It  .ceeps  me  somewhat  in  touch  with  the  office  and 
besides  that  it  undoubtedly  will  give  me  hints  and  suggestions 
while  out  in  the  field. 

I  haven’t  been  able  to  see  Mr.  Fairchild  at  all,  while 
in  'England.  Our  mail  lias  crossed  a  few  times  and  he  left  for 
other  places  while  I  hunted  him  in  the  neighborhood  of  new  and 

Richmond.  It  got  the  camera,  however. 

I  soent  a  very  enjoyable  time  with  my  relatives  in 
Antwerp  and  Brussels.  We  hadn’t  seen  one  another  for  8  years 
and  you  may  understand  we  had  lots  oi  things  to  talk  toiu. 
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do  not  know  how  the  Department  will  consider  this  vacation  as 
I  did  not  or  rather  could  not  apply  for  it,  hut  taking  notice 
of  the  fact  that  in  all  ray  travels  in  the  Orient  I  never  had  any 
leave  of  absence  and  that  ray  total  leave  of  absence  in  this  year 
only  amounted  to  a  little  over  ten  days,  I  do  not  expect  any 
troubles.  For  safety,  however,  I  will  give  you  a  few  dates. 

I  left  Kew  Gardens  Wednesday,  September  1,  1S09,  at  7:00  A* IT. 
went  via  London,  Dover  and  Ostend  and  arrived  in  Antwerp  at 
about  6  P.LI.  I  stayed  there  till  1'onday  morhing,  September  6, 
11:00  A.l'.;  went  to  Brussels  and  left  there  'Purs day,  September  9, 
about  11:00  A.M.  for  Ions.  I  may  say,  however,  that  although 
ray  relatives  were  with  me  a  good  deal  in  Brussels,  I  spent  the 
time  officially  in  visiting  the  Botanic  Gardens,  the  Fark  of 
Cambre  and  the  beaut  if ul  grounds  at  Laeken  and  as  such,  Sep¬ 
tember  2,  3  and  4  can  really  only  be  counted  as  spent  on  non¬ 
official  business. 

While  writing  about  these  matters  it  seems  to  me  that 
in  case  you  needed  a  resume  of  the  time  I  spent  now  while  abroad, 
it  would  not  be  a  bad  thing  to  give  it  here: 

Friday,  August  13.  Left  Washington,  D.  C.  at  1L;00  A.M.  for 
hew  York.  Attended  to  baggage  and  berth  on  S.  S. 
while  there. 

Saturday,  August  14.  Left  New  York  for  Liverpool  on  R.M.S. 
Carmania  at  16:00  A.  IT. 

Sunday,  August  22.  Arrived  in  Liverpool  at  8:00  A. IT.  Tended 
to  customs  house  inspection  of  baggage,  storage  in 
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Cook’s  warehouses  and  transportation  of  same  to  hotel. 

In  afternoon  visited  an  old  English  farm  in  the  vicinity 
of  Liverpool,  noticed  the  fine  wheat,  broad  beans,  peas 
and  various  vegetables  ana  fruit  trees.  The  farmer 
(Mr.  Thos.  H.  Pate)  told  me  he  had  harvested  as  much  as 
100  bushels  of  oats  to  the  acre! 

Monday,  August  23.  Very  rainy  and  cold  the  whole  day.  Repacked 
baggage  in  forenoon  and  arranged  for  shipping-  it  to 
St.  Petersburg  by  steamer.  In  the  afternoon  visited 
the  Liverpool  Botanic  Gardens.  Noticed  how  a  very 
fine  strain  of  Celosia  paniculata  (obtained  from  Messrs. 
Cliberen,  seed  Merchants  in  llanchester,  England)  is 
used  as  a  decorative  pot  plant  in  the  greenhouses. 

Y/ould  be  much  appreciated  as  a  bedding  plant  in  the 
United  States.  I  also  noticed  a  very  destructive 
caterpillar  which  defoliates  the  ivy  very  badly. 

’Enclosed  a  leaf  on  which  it  has  been  working.  The 
caterpillar  is  of  a  gray-brown  color  and  Iooks  exactly 
liioe  a  dead  stick  when  at  rest;  it  crawls  in  paces. 

Mr.  Sherry,  the  foreman  who  showed  me  around,  said 
that  the  smoke  nuissance  was  getting-  worse  every  year 
in  Liverpool  and  that  a  great  many  plants  couldn’t 

be  grown  any  longer  on  that  account. 

Tuesday,  August  24.  Left  Liverpool  in  forenoon,  clanged  in 


London  and  arrived  in  dev;  Gardens  in  evening.  Had 
rain  pretty  near  the  whole  day.  All  vegetation  in  England  is 
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dark  green  and  trees  are  not  very  tall,  but  densely 
branched.  The  absence  of  strong  sunlight,  together 
with  the  great  amount  of  moisture  in  the  atmosphere 
causes  apparently  these  facts.  The  utilization  of 
sewerage  is  very  much  farther  advanced  in  'England 
than  in  the  United  States.  he  sweepings  and  scrap¬ 
ings  of  the  roads  are  also  in  great  favor  with  the 
farmers  as  manures. 

Wednesday,  August  25.  bent  to  the  Botanic  Gardens  at  Kew. 

Studied  in  forenoon  the  genera  Diospyros  and  Fistacia 
in  the  herbarium,  went  in  the  afternoon  with  ITr.  U.  H. 
Wilson,  the  ..estern  Chinese  explorer,  through  the  Kew 
arboretum;  noticed  with  special  interest  his  introduc¬ 
tions,  like  a  new  mulberry,  very  promising  (l.brus  cathay- 
ensijsJ,  a  new  Ihulownia  with  very  large  leaves  (not  yet 
named),  3udd 1 eya  va r i ab i 1 i s ,  var .  m&gni f i ca ,  a  very 
fine,  semi- shrubby  perennial  for  gardens.  Berberis 
Wilsonae,  a  nev/  low-growing  berberis,  can  be  used  as 
a  substitute  for  B.  ihunbergii,  although  not  of  as 
excellent  habits.  hen  wandering  through  these  magni¬ 
ficent  Kew  Gardens  one  cannot  repress  a  feeling  of 
sadness  when  realizing  that  there  is  not  in  the  whole 
United  States  enough  interest  to  create  a  similar 
garden  there.  And  the  stimulus  3uch  a  garden  would 
give  to  horticulture  in  general  cannot  very  well  be 
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Thursday, 


August  26.  In  forenoon  went  up  to  London  and  attended 
to  tanking  and  mailing  matters.  In  the  afternoon  went 
to  Comte  Lood,  near  Kingston,  where  the  celebrated 
Yeitch’s  nurseries  are  situated.  I  met  Ur.  ilson 
there,  who  again  kindly  showed  me  his  very  numerous 
introductions  from  China.  Lome  of  these  western  Jhinese 
plants  will  te  also  of  great  use  to  American  gardens, 
for  instance  Ampelopsis  Henryana,  a  vine  of  medium 
dimensions,  of  rather  light  green  foliage  which  is  very 
variable.  The  veins  of  the  leaflets  are  often  silvery 
or  bronze  colored. 

Ilex  pernil,  a  nice  srnal  1-leaved  evergreen  holly. 

Ueuteroccus  Henryi,  a  good  shrub  of  medium  dimen¬ 
sions.  lay  not  be  entirely  hardy. 

' ierberi s  verruculo sa ,  a  fine,  promising,  evergreen 
barberry  fit  for  borders.  Hay  not  be  very  hardy  in  the 
United  States. 

Populus  lasiocarpa,  a  new  poplar  with  very  large, 
rather  light-green  leaves,  while  the  principal  veins 
and  the  petioles  are  of  a  depp,  wine  red  color.  I 
measured  some  leaves  that  were  over  one  foot  long  and 
resembled  strikingly  the  leaves  of  lolyganum  sacchalinense. 
Ur.  Wilson  assured  me  that  the  trees  grow  oiten  to  60  feet 
in  height  and  occur  in  the  more  elevated  regions  and  teat 
the  leaves  remain  large  notwithstanding  the  age  of  the 
tree.  If  this  tree  behaves  well  under  cultural  condi- 
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tions,  it  nay  become  a  first  class  avenue  and  park  tree.  The 
Plants  will  be  put  on  the  market  in  a  limited  number 
this  autumn  and  cost  10  sh.  6d.  apiece. 

Actinidia  chinensis.  Ibis  plant  is  perfectly 
hardy  in  England,  but  although  having  flowered  pro¬ 
fusely,  it  hasn’t  set  fruit  as  yet.  Lr.  ilson  expects 
that  within  a  few  years  they  will  fruit,  for  up  to  the 
present  they  have  had  only  staminate  plants  in  bloom, 
but  they  expect  a  few  years  from  now  to  have  the  pis¬ 
tillate  plants  too  from  their  numerous  seedlings. 

Berberis  gaignegaini,  a  fine  new  evergreen  berberis 
from  l.'estern  China. 

Sassafras  sp.  The  Chinese  sassafras  which  is  much 
more  robust  than  the  American  species,  but  it  suffers 
in  England,  just  like  the  preceding  from  the  fact  that 
the  summer's  heat  is  not  sufficient  to  ripen  its  wood 
well  and  therefore  it  gets  killed  back  every  winter. 

Ribes  lon.girace.nosa.  lr.  '.ilson  said  of  this  plant 
that  the  racemes  are  almost  a  foot  long  while  the  indi¬ 
vidual  berries  are  more  lixce  good-sized  grape  berries 
than  currants  and  of  a  black  color.  He  also  said  that 
although  the  taste  of  the  berries  is  not  what  it  could 
be,  the  plant  offers  exceeding  promises  in  hybridization 
work. 

Then  there  were  new  evergreen  ground  cover  plants 
for  which  American  nurserymen  clamor  so  much,  viz., 
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Pachysandra  terminal is,  very  promising; 

Sarcocacca  hookeriana,  very  promising; 
oarcocacca  rusci flora,  not  so  good,  too  erect; 

Cotoneaster  humifusa,  very  good,  crawling; 

Cotoneaster  congesta,  from  the  Himalayas,  very  good, 
crawling; 

Lonicera  pileata,  crawling,  evergreen,  blue  berries. 

Then  there  were  new  herbaceous  plants  like  dub us 
gal o re,  Senecios,  Artemfesias,  etc.  lost  ox  these  do 
not  seem  promising  enough  to  say  much  about. 

These  Combe  V/ode  nurseries  are  most  excellently 
kept,  in  fact,  they  are  the  best  nurseries  in  the  world 
for  high  class  material.  And  it  is  not  only  the  rich¬ 
ness  and  variety  that  appeal  to  one,  but  it  is  also  the 
tremendous  potentialities  that  lay  laten  there  in  the 
form  of  possibilities  of  hybridization  and  plant-breeding 
among  all  that  material. 

Friday,  August  27.  Forenoon  correspondence  attended  to,  in 
afternoon  shrubs  and  trees  studied  in  dew  Gardens. 

There  are  a  few  shrubs  in  Kew  Gardens  that  deserve  to 
be  more  widely  known,  viz.,  3erberis  thunfeergii  var. 
rnyrti folia,  a  very  small  form  of  this  well  known  bar¬ 
berry,  well  fit  as  a  border  or  edging  plant.  Fraxinus 
dimorpha  xrom  Forth  Africa,  possibly  a  good  stock  for 
tree  lilacs  in  semi -arid  regions.  This  shrub  resembles 
the  new  lilac  with  pinnate  leaves  from  -estern  China 
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very  much  indeed. 

I  also  noticed  growing  against  the  brick  walls 
many  plants  that  otherwise  would  perish  if  planted 
without  that  protection.  Among  them  were  Diospyros 
kaki ;  Umbellularia  calif ornica,  i  yrtus  communus, 
Eriobatrya  japonica  and  other  well  known  plants  that 
need  heavy  shelter  in  Washington,  J.  C.  Mr.  -ilson 
also  drew  my  attention  to  the  difference  between 
Cydonia  cathayensis  and  Cydonia  sinensis,  which  two 
species  have  often  been  mixed  up  by  botanists  and 
others. 

Saturday,  August  28.  Studied  the  whole  day  in  the  Kew  herbarium. 

Looked  up  the  genera  of  l-lmus,  Ficus,  Populus,  Lathyrus , 
and  ITedicago.  Ficus  afghani st an ica  which  Ir.  Swingle 
wants  from  Central  -*sia  was  absent  and  so  was  Lathyrus 
mulcack  wanted  by  xrofessor  Hansen.  I.ledicago  saseatilis 
from  the  Crimea  was  also  absent.  Of  the  four  I.edicagos 
wanted  by  Professor  C.  J.  Piper,  viz,.,  I.  papillosa, 

IT.  cancellata,  I  .  rupestri  s  and  ,  .  saseatilis,  I  may 
3ay  that  the  first  one  only  is  promising  looking,  but 
IT.  rupestris  is  only  a  f ew  inches  high,  a  genuine  alpine 
plant  and  3  ,  cancell  at  a  is  also  very  small  and  looks  very 
delicate.  I  noticed,  however,  several  other  varieties 
and  species  of  alfalfa  that  look  very  promising;  viz., 

I.  sativa  var.  sylvatica,  found  at  Oued  ^enati,  province 
of  Constantine,  Algeria;  it  has  yellow  flowers  and  is  of 
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a  vigorous  growth.  I  .  sativa  sub-sp.  tunetana,  at 
Bargou,  Central  Tunis,  in  calcareous  hills.  Apparently 
a  very  ctought-resi stent  foim.  Yellow  flowers. 

Then,  I  saw  specimens  of  Ledicago  falcata  collected 
at  many  points,  viz;  in  the  Caucasus,  Armenia,  in  Syria, 
near  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon,  in  1  ongolia,  in  Siberia  and 
in  Central  ^sia.  There  was  a  good  bit  of  variation 
among  these  various  plants. 

Among  the  poplars  I  noticed  some  beautiful  species 
from  Northern  India  which  trees  seem  to  me  of  promise 
to  the  s out hwe stern  Uni ted  States,  viz.,  Fopulus  euphratica 
in  many  forms;  P.  Gamble i  with  very  large  leaves  from 
3hotan,  India,  at  4000  and  more  feet  elevation;  P.  glanca 
from  3hotan,  India,  7500  feet,  large  leaves,  ornaments.1; 

P.  ciliata  from  Uaini-tal  (Himalayas)  and  at  Jampa,  6000- 
11,000  feet,  also  in  Kashmir  and  Central  Asia.  The  trees 
of  northern  India  have  s  a  rule  not  proven  to  be  hardy 
in  estern  lurope,  but  that  is  for  the  same  reason  at 
that  the  ordinary  magnol ia  grandi f 1 o ra  and  Sassafras 
suffer,  viz.,  the  sunm  r’s  heat  is  not  intense  enough 
to  ripen  their  wood.  Some  of  the  northern  Indian  trees 
offer  great  promise  to  the  milder  regions  of  the  United 
States,  but  practically  nothing  has  been  done  with  them. 

Veil,  I  r.  young,  this  letter  has  again  grown  to  a  greater 


length  than  I  intended  it  to  be.  The  rest  of  my  journey  I  will  put 
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in  another  message.  Ihe  items  of  nev;  ground  cover  plants  will 
he  interesting  t  o  hr.  Henry  Hicis  of  7estbury,  Long-  Island, 
while  Professor  Piper  no  doubt  will  like  to  see  the  alfalfa 
part  and  Mir.  Swingle  about  the  poplars  from  India. 

With  kindest  regards  to  you  all,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours, 

FRANK  IT.  MEYER. 


Paris,  France, 

September  12,  1909. 


Dear  Lr .  Fa i r ch i  1  d: 

Just  a  short  note  to  let  you  know  I  have  arrived  here 
in  Paris.  I  struck  the  town  on  Friday  night  and  was  greeted  by 
a  blinding  rain. 

Yesterday  I  visited  the  Jardin  des  Plantes,  studied 
in  the  herbarium  which,  by  the  way,  is  by  far  not  as  accessible 
as  the  incomparable  one  at  Kew.  Pa-id  aviso  a  visit  to  /ilmorin 
Andrieux  &  Co.,  d-  de  la  Kegisserie,  but  iound  to  my  sorrow 

that  all  the  Till  s  were  away.  Hr.  Eugene  Schaettel  who  knows 
you,  too,  and  whose  regards  I  have  to  give  you,  gave  me  some 
information  as  how  to  reach  the  Arooreta  at  t/errieres  le  Buisbo.j. 
and  at  Les  B&rres  (Loiret)  hut  I  will  come  back  to  him  on  Honda y 
and  perhaps  one  of  the  Vllmorins  will  have  arrived  then. 
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I  spent  Thursday  and  part  of  Friday  with  Mr.  Jean 
Houzeau  de  Lehaie  at  St.  Symphorien  lez  Tons.  My,  what  a 
specialist  he  is  on  bamboos l  I  never  before  in  my  life  met 
one  30  well  versed  in  them.  The  region  he  lives,  however,  is 
too  Gold  for  bamboos  and  last  winter  nearly  all  of  his  plants 
frozen  to  the  ground#  It  was  rather  sad  to  see  all  those 
tall  dead  canes  of  rh-;  Host  achy  s  mitia.  Hi.  oubescer.s,  ?h.  virldi- 
glaucescens  and  others.  I  spoke  long  and  seriously  with  him 
about  his  intentions  for  the  future. 

I  informed  him  about  the  great  difficulties  of  obtain¬ 
ing  a  subsidy  from  the  Carnegie  Institute  for  his  v. orie.  I  pulsed 
him  about  he  perhaps  being  willing  to  accept  an  appointment  with 
us  and  being  given  charge  of  bamboo  culture  in  the  United  States 
with  headquarters  at  3roousville,  to  make  there  a  successful 

bamboo  station.  He  said  at  first  he  would  be  willing  to  do  so, 

% 

but  the  next  morning  after  a  family  conference  he  stated  he  would 
rather  not  do  it  as  his  family  and  business  ties  were  too  strong 
at  the  present. 

His  ideals  are  to  obtain  a  subsidy  of  between  pdOOO  and 
^5000  per  year  for  three  years  to  study  the  bamboos  in  Japan  for 

l/2  year,  in  China  for  1  year,  in  India  for  l/2  year,  in  Central 

and  South  America  for  l/2  year  and  the  remaining  time  in  North 

and  South  Africa.  Then  after  that,  he  wants  to  study  up  the 

herbarium  material  in  the  various  European  herbaria  and  to  write 
his  observations  in  the  form  of  a  book.  This  study  and  writing 
he  estimates  v ill  be  close  upon  7  years  and  while  doing  so  his 
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salary  and  expenses  would  not  be  over  -}2Q00  per  annum.  As  such 
the  whole  project  will  occupy  10  years  and  will  cost  between 
$26,000  and  ’$29,000  all  told.  It  would  be  a  most  useful  piece 
of  work  if  it  could  be  done  and  would  solve  the  now  so  immensely 
complicated  and  topsy-turvy  state  in  which  the  bamboos  are  today. 

Mr.  Jean  Houzeau  de  Lehaie  himself  is  a  very  earnest 
man.  I  estimate  his.  age  at  about  35,  of  medium  build,  brown  eyes, 
dark  brown  hairs,  with  a  tendency  to  baldness,  wears  a  beard  a  la 
Van  Dyke  and  is  of  economic  tendencies  (he  v/ore  a  patch  on  his 
shoe!).  His  father  is  a  banker  in  Mous  and  is  very  intelligent. 

He  visited  the  United  States  some  years  ago.  His  mother  is  also 
a  delightful  old  lady  who  speaks  French,  Dutch  and  iiglish  very 
well.  I  have  a  suspicion  she  translates  some  difficult  points 
in  the  letters  you  or  I  have  been  sending  her  son. 

Mr.  de  Lehaie  stated  to  me  that  even  in  case  no  satis¬ 
factory  negotiations  could  be  affected  between  him  and  our  De¬ 
partment,  he  will  be  only  too  pleased  to  help  us  in  determining 
bamboos  whenever  we  need  it.  To  affect  a  good  determination  he 
states  that  it  is  essential  to  receive  the  culmsheets  with  twigs 
of  various  age3;  viz.,  a  few  of  this  year’s  growth  and  some  of 
last  year’s  growth  and  the  year  before  that.  A  piece  of  cane  in 
addition  is  very  helpful  and  if  possible,  flowers,  of  course,  but 
this  last  item  is  most  times  an  impossibility. 

He  has  found  that  the  lloso  of  the  Japanese  and  the 
lao  tsoh  of  the  Chinese  is  Phyllostachys  pubescens  and  not  Ph. 
mitis,  as  is  mostly  stated,  for  this  last  has  smooth  culm  sheets 
while  the  first  is  very  hairy. 


. 
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Now,  in  regard  to  this,  I  wish  you  would  he  so  kind 
and  change  the  name  Ph.  mitis  underneath  my  photos  for  the  coming 
bulletin  into  Hi.  pubescens. 

Well,  When  I  left  hr.  de  Lehaie  I  only  knew  that  I 
know  nothing  about  bamboos  but  as  Mr.  de  Lehaie  informed  me  that 
the  bamboos  at  Kew  even  are  very  much  mixed  up,  I  also  knew  I  am 
not  the  only  one. 

But  one  thing  I  learned,  that  the  next  time  I  will 
collect  herbarium  material  in  China  of  these  difficult  plants 
and  assist  any  way  somewhat  in  their  straightening  out. 

Well,  this  message  is  somewhat  longer  than  I  expected. 

I  am  also  writing  a  condensed  report  to  Mr.  Young-,  but  still  in 
this  letter  I  state  a  few  things  of  importance  which  I  won’t 
state  in  that  report. 

Let  me  conclude  with  wishing  you  and  Mrs.  Fairchild  a 
very  pleasant  voyage  to  America.  Perhaps  I  will  write  you  a 
short  personal  note  yet,  before  that. 

Tomorrow  I  expect  to  get  some  mail.  I  am  living  now 
in  the  Hotel  de  la  Care  du  ITord,  21-23  Rue  de  St.  Quentin,  Paris, 
where  I  will  remain  until  September  15  inclusive.  Boodbye,  then. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


FRANK  IT.  MEYER 


N 
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Dear  Mr.  Young: 


Paris,  Prance, 

September  16,  1909 


Thank  you  for  your  short  note  of  September  4,  1909, 
and  for  the  mail  forv/arded  to  me. 

I  will  herewith  send  you  some  mail  that  "better  be 
answered  in  the  office  for  it  is  hard  job  to  do  such  work  very 
well  while  on  the  go  all  the  time. 

Yesterday  and  the  day  before  yesterday,  September  14 
and  15,  I  spent  at  the  Arboretum  of  Mr.  Hi.  Le  de  Vilmorin  at 
Verrieres  le  Buisson.  It  is  quite  a  rich  collection  but,  of 
course,  it  cannot  be  compared  with  Kew  which  is  the  Fecca  for 
botanists.  Tomorrow  I  hope  to  go  to  the  other  arboretum  of  Mr. 
Maurice  L.  de  Vilmorin.  It  is  several  hours  by  train  from  here. 

This  morning  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fairchild. 

t 

He  i  s  in  good  health  and  hopes  to  reach  Washington  Bepternbdr  24 
or  25.  He  will  find  a  stack  of  mail  I  suppose,  isn’t  it? 

How  is  Frs.  Bell  getting  along?  Quite  recovered 
from  her  sick  spell?  The  weather  here  in  Paris  is  very  pleasant 
not  cold  and  not  warm,  though  the  sky  is  much  overcast.  Still, 

I  soon  hope  to  leave  France  again.  I  v/ish  I  was  already  in  the 
wilderness.  This  so-called  civilized  life  doesn’t  yet  appeal 
to  me  at  all. 

I  received  a  personal  letter  from  Mr.  Alex.  Kennedy 
at  Tangsi,  China,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  he  has  sent  ten 
pounds  of  Yang  mae  seed  (Kyrica  nagi )  to  Mr.  Fairchild.  He 


. 
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paid  30^  per  pound  far  the  seed  so  it  will  he  .#.00.  I  suppose 
however  he  will  send  in  his  hill.  I  only  give  you  this  informa¬ 
tion  in  case  Kiss  ITary  Austin  should  bother  you  for  details. 
151636  seeds  are  for  stocks,  better  varieties  to  he  grafted  on 
them  later  on.  But  a  goodly  part  of  the  seeds  ought  to  he  also 
sent  down  South  to  enable  the  people  to  see  whether  the  plants 
are  hardy  with  them.  ri!he  plants  are  exceedingly  hard  to  trans¬ 
plant  ,  hut  they  thrive  wherever  the  Loquat  thrives. 

I  will  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  all  the  mail  I  sent 
you  for  further  considerations. 

1  card  with  attached  letter  for  12r.  A,  Zappone. 

1  letter  to  be  given  to  Hr.  Estabrook. 

1  letter  from  the  Daily  Illinois  News  Service. 

1  letter  from  Hr.  H.  E.  Landis. 

1  letter  from  the  Ohio  Pulverizer  Co. 

1  letter  from  the  ’’World  Today.” 

1  card  from  Mr.  Fred  Gardiner. 

Well,  this  is  all  for  today.  Hy  best  regards  to  you 
all  in  the  office. 


Sincerely  yours, 

FRANK  N.  MEYER. 
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Paris  Prance, 

September  16,  1909. 


Dear  Fr.  and  Mrs,  Fairchild: 

Let  me  wish  you  hereby  "un  tres  bon  voyage”  and  let 
us  hope  we  may  see  one  another  again  in  the  best  of  health  a 
few  years  from  now.  I  had  a  very  profitable  day  at  the  1711— 
morin’s  arboretum  at  Verrieres  le  Buis son  yesterday.  Today 
I  hope  to  see  L.  Philippe  de  Vilmorin  himself.  Time  flies 
away,  though. 

Well,  I  conclude  with  best  of  greetings  and  wishes. 

7ery  sincerely  yours, 

FRANK  N.  iram. 


Angers ,  France , 

September  22,  1909. 


Dear  Hr.  Fairchild: 

Today  is  a  rainy  day  and  I  am  attending  to  my  voluminous 
correspondence.  The  climate  is  very  mild  here  and  the  town  is 
old  and  interesting  though  very  quiet.  I  have  a  good  many  nur¬ 
series  to  visit  here  while  studying  up  this  apple  stock  crown 
gall  disease.  Well,  later  on  more.  I  remain 

Yours  very  sincerely, 


.  .  . 
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Dear  I.'r .  JJh i  rch i  1  d: 


Angers,  France, 

September  26,  1909. 


Today  is  one  of  those  rare  quiet  days  as  you  also 
experience  in  the  autumn  in  America.  The  sun  shines  warm,  but 
still  one  does  not  feel  sticky  or  uncomfortable  and  I  will  make 
use  of  this  weather-  in  writing  you  a  longer  letter  than  I  have 
been  doing  of  late. 

Yell,  this  country,  Prance,  is  also  charming.  Life 
i3  so  different  here  frfcm  what  it  is  in  the  United  States. 

Fore  repose,  less  hurry,  more  general  contentment  and  a  climate 
without  extremes.  Climate  has  much  to  do  with  temper  and 
character,  more  perhaps  than  the  world  at  large  will  admit. 

These  last  weeks  I  have  been  having-  conferences  with  various 
people,  have  visited  Arboreta,  nurseries,  and  gardens  and  know 
that  we  in  the  United  States  are  sadly  behind  in  an  awful  great 
many  things  in  the  horticultural  line.  Lots  of  plants,  even 
unknown  in  America,  are  cultivated  here  in  various  places  and 
some  of  such  plants  I  introduced  from  China  as  being  new  to 
cultivation.  Fell,  we  without  arboreta  and  only  a  slight  public 
interest  in  such  matters,  do  not  xnow  how  much  has  been  done  already 
in  introduction  work. 

In  your  last  letter  of  farewell,  September  16,  I  see  a 
line  that  fills  me  with  great  pleasure,  viz.,  that  you  are  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  necessity  of  having  an  Arboretum  in  Washington,  ^.C. 


I  hope  I  may  3ee  a  beginning  made  with  it  when  I  come  back  from 
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this  trip.  The  educative  value  of  a  collection  of  live  material 
is  really  of  such  an  importance  that  I  am  almost  stupefied  to 
find  that  the  people  at  large  do  not  know  that. 

It  would  even  he  in  the  interest  of  nurserymen  to  have 
such  arboreta  in  or  near  large  cities  where  the  specimens  ought 
to  he  well  labeled  as  to  induce  people  to  note  names  down  and 
order  plants  that  pleased  than  from  their  dealers. 

Thursday  and  Friday  I  spent  with  Hr.  Gr.  Allard,  a  very 
interesting  old  gentleman,  in  his  arboretum  here  in  the  vicinity 
of  Angers.  He  has  hosts  of  things  that  may  be  of  use  to  us  in 
breeding  work  and  for  beautifying  our  parks  and  gardens.  Hybrid 
walnuts,  hybrid  horse  chestnuts,  hybrid  Torreyas,  Hybrid  oaks, 
etc.  And  wonderful  to  say,  plants  from  Algeria  grow  side  by 
side  with  those  of  California  and  Hew  Zealand.  ?he  various 
Crataegi  from  north  America  are  joined  by  their  brethren  of 
Syria,  Southern  jurope  and  the  orient.  This  climate  here  has 
some  good  features  of  our  Pacific  Coast  mixed  with  those  of 
Southern  And  ..estern  jurope,  Seauayagi  gantea  is  seen  every¬ 
where.  frachycarpus  excel sa  from  Central  China  is  a  feature  of 
many  gardens  and  live  oaks  from  Southern  Europe  and  Forth  Africa 
add  variety  to  the  evergreen  plants. 

I  am  working  on  a  more  technical  report  to  you  in 
which  I  will  give  more  details  about  interesting-  plants. 

Some  days  ago  I  received  the  enclosed  letter  from 
Hr.  Harry  L.  Sussmann,  4:51  -  1st  Street,  I.V. .  You  will  see 
what  he  wants.  Could  you  perhaps  drop  him  a  line  and  tell 
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him  to  come  and  see  you  so  as  to  find  out  what  material  he  is 
made  of.  He  does  not  say  anything  about  salary,  so  maybe  he 
has  means,  although  I  do  not  think  so.  Then,  I  got  a  very 
strange  letter  from  a  person  in  3t.  Louis,  Lissouri,  who  claims 
he  has  been  a  railroad  engineer  in  Central  Asia  for  14  years. 

He  warns  me  to  be  extremely  careful  in  that  part  of  the  world 
for  the  dangers  are  great.  He  advises  me  to  keep  my  mission 
secret,  as  it  may  be  to  the  advantage  of  certain  parties  to  do 
away  with  me.  He  gives  me  a  few  localities  in  the  Caucasus  and 
Black  Sea  region  where,  according  to  him,  the  best  grapes  occur. 

A  brother-in-law  of  his  lives  in  a  snail  village  on  the  Black 
Sea  near  the  Imperial  vineyards  which  embrace  1000  acres.  I 
really  do  not  know  how  to  take  this  letter.  It  is  apparently 
serious,  but  I  am  afraid  the  writer  had  some  very  bad  experiences 
in  that  part  of  the  world  and  thinks  it  good  to  warn  me.  I  will 
find  out  in  St.  ietersburg  about  Certain  things  and  then  act 
accordingly.  hen,  my  old  interpreter,  Chow  Kai  ,’ing  writes 
me  from  Kashgar  that  he  received  my  letter  of  April  17  from 
Washington  and  will  buy  and  3end  seeds.  He  writes,  however,  a 
most  peculiar  English  and  I  can’t  quite  rnaxe  out  what  he  is 
driving  at.  Could  you  please  see  Or.  Bauer  and  hear  whether 
Hr.  Sowers  has  discharged  him  or  v/hether  he  taxes  him  through 
India  to  Calcutta?  Dr.  3auer  would  write,  as  you  probably 
remember,  to  l'r.  Sowers  that  I  could  not  be  in  Burkes  tan  by 
August  1,  as  our  intentions  were  this  spring  and  that,  as  such, 
all  our  plans  had  been  upset  and  that  I  r.  'Bing  would  return  to 
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Peking.  He  is,  however,  a  valuable  man  and  I  am  well  willing 
to  keep  track  of  him,  hence  I  cause  you  this  trouble. 

2  heard  the  rather  abrupt  news  of  hr.  ...  W.  Tracy 
going  to  resign  in  a  hurry  and  Mr.  I'ischer  also  leaving  in  a 
similar  way.  Ty,  things  move  somewhat  like  earthquakes.  I 
suppose  you  fell  right  into  a  volcano  of  work  there  in  Y/ash- 
ington,  i).  C.  I  haven’t  heard  in  a  long  time  from  Ir.  Jorsett, 
but  suppose  he  will  clear  matters  a  good  deal  there  in  Chico 
and  in  other  places  where  needed. 

I  will  tell  you  a  rather  novel  method  of  transplant¬ 
ing  rare  deciduous  plants  which  i  r.  C.  Allard  practices  here 
and  with  which  method  he  claims  he  has  not  lost  a  single  tree 
or  shrub  as  yet.  At  the  end  of  middle  part  of  September  or 
in  early  October  he  defoliates  such  trees  or  shrubs  as  he  wants 
to  transplant,  t  en  digs  the  intended  specimens  out,  allowing 
a  large  ball  of  solid  earth  to  remain  around  the  roots,  then 
plants  the  plants  on  their  new  places,  filling  the  space  around 
the  root  ball  up  with  rich  compost  soil,  wafers  heavily  and 
gives  a  mulch  of  hay  or  straw  which  is  left  on  during  tAe 
winter.  He  moves  even  birches  and  live  oaks  that  way,  trees 
which  are  such  difficult  things  to  transplant.  He  acknowledged 
it  is  expensive,  but  he  says,  I  rather  am  sure  of  saving  my 
rare  plants  than  running  the  risks  of  losing  them  for  the  sake 
of  some  little  money."  I  thought  I  might  mention  this  method 
to  you  with  the  great  amount  of  transplanting  you  have  to  do 
this  year  in  your  garden  ' In  the  Woods." 
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Well,  Ur.  airchild,  let  me  conclude  with  best  of 
greetings,  also  to  I.rs.  fairchild,  in  though  I  really  feel 
like  being  among  you  there  under  the  tujbip  trees.  Goodbye. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

URAMC  N.  UUIYHR. 


Dear  Ur*  Young: 


Angers,  Ira nee , 

September  26,  1909. 


The  last  time  I  wrote  you  about  how  I  spent  my  days 
was  somev/here  in  the  beginning  of  thi3  month,  wasn’t  it?  iYell, 

I  see  now  where  1  left  off,  viz.,  at  August  28. 

On  Sunday,  August  29,  I  spent  the  whole  day  in 
searching  for  Ur.  -airchild  and  visited  in  between  the  Botanical 
Uuseums  in  Yew  Gardens,  which  .ore  wonderfully  rich  and  which  we 
could  safely  copy  in  Washington  where  we  have  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Uonday,  August  50*  Studied  whole  day  in  Ke w  herbarium 
on  the  genera  of  Populus,  Zizyphus  and  Jamarix. 

Tuesday,  August  31.  .ent  to  London,  obtained  camera, 
changed  and  obtained  money,  settled  nail  matters,  etc.  In 
afternoon  visited  the  flower  dio1.  in  the  Uoyal  Horticultural 
Hall  where  Vilson,  the  Chinese  explorer,  exhibited  a  couple  of 
hundred  fine  photos  taicen  in  'Vest era  China  and  Uessrs.  Veitch 


exhibited  new  Chinese  plants 
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fednesday,  September  1.  Left  new  at  7  A. I'.,  went  by 
rail  to  Dover,  then  to  Ostend,  Belgium,  and  landed  at  6  P. LA 
in  Antwerp,  Belgium. 

Thursday,  September  2.  Correspondence  attended  to  and 
visit  of  relatives. 

Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  September  5,  4,  and  5.  3pent 
with  relatives  in  Antwerp. 

Konday,  September  6.  left  for  Brussel Is.  Rainy  weather. 

Tuesday,  September  7.  Heavy  rain.  /i sited  a  large  pari:, 
Bois  de  la  Cambre,  noticed  beautiful  specimens  of  Araucaria  imbri- 
cata  and  splendid  beeches  and  oaks. 

i ember  8.  Ti sited  the  Botanic  hardens  at 
Brussels  and  the  large  and  rich  park  at  Laeken.  IToticed  the 
beautiful  conifers  from  California,  China  and  Japan  in  the  last 
place. 

Thursday,  Jeptembcr  9.  Left  Brussels  in  forenoon  for 
St.  Symphorien  lez  Ions,  where  I  met  Pi-.  Jean  Houzeau  de  Lehaie 
at  his  home,  1 'Hermitage,  and  saw  his  great  collection  of  bamboos, 
ny  of  them,  however,  had  been  bad ly  injured  by  the  frosts  of 
the  past  severe  winter. 

Friday,  September  10.  Studied  with  hr.  de  Lehaie  his 
bamboo  plants  and  his  herbarium  material.  He  is  the  best  I. .d 
man  on  bamboos  that  I  ever  met  and  I  consider  him  without  a  doubt 
the  foremost  specialist  in  the  world  on  these  difficult  plants. 

Mr.  de  Lehaie  will  be  too  pleased  only  to  assist  us  in  straighten¬ 
ing  out  our  bamboos.  For  a  successful  determination  he  needs. 
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1st,  culm  sheets  of  various  sizes,  2nd,  twigs  with  foliage  on 
them,  of  different  ages,  viz.  of  one,  two  and  three  years, 

3rd,  a  piece  of  the  stem,  4th,  (If  possible)  flowers  and  seeds. 

A  dried  young  shoot  added  to  the  above  is  often  very  helpful. 

In  afternoon  left  Lions  at  2:00  by  train  and  arrived  in  Paris, 
France,  at  after  5  P*LI.  in  a  blinding  rain. 

Saturday,  September  11.  Saw  some  parks,  the  Jardin 
des  Plantes,  studied  whole  afternoon  there  in  herbarium  on  the 
genera  Jiospyros,  visited  Vilmorin,  Andrieux  &  Company,  famous 
seedsmen,  at  4  Quai  de  la  L'egisserie,  Paris,  and  obtained  inf or- 
mat  ion. 

Sunday,  September  12.  Visited  museums. 

Monday,  September  13.  Attended  to  correspondence  and 
visited  again  Vilmorin,  Andrieux  &  Co.,  studied  their  catalogues 
for  information. 

Puesday,  September  14.  Left  Paris  at  7:00  A. II.  for 
Passy  Terrier 98  wit]  .  Eugene  Schaettel,  the  representative 
of  the  Vilmorins.  Stayed  the  whole  day  in  the  Arboretum  of  Ur. 
Philippe  L.  de  Vilmorin,  studying  old  and  newly  introduced 
Chinese  and  other  plants.  V/as  guided  by  Mr.  0.  liottet,  in  charge 
of  the  collections,  noticed  very  many  plants  of  interest,  on 
which  later  a  full  report. 

Wednesday,  September  lb.  In  earl  y  morning  went  again 
to  Vilmorin,  Andrieux  &  Co.  and  from  there  again  to  llassy- 
Verrieres,  where  I  met  Mr.  Philippe  L.  de  Vilmorin  who  had 
arrived  from  England  the  night  before.  I  gave  him  the  letter 
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of  introduction  I  had  obtained  from  LIr.  ..m.  A.  Taylor,  bent 
again  through  his  collections  and  looked  up  material  in  his 
museum  and  library.  LIr.  de  Vilmorin  has  comple  ted  a  book  on 
the  vegetables  of  the  Japanese  which  will  "be  published  ere  long! 

He  stated,  however,  that  in  his  opinion  "Japanese  vegetables 
have  very  little  value  for  the  European  markets  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  Udo  which  your  Hr.  Fairchild  has  so  cleverly  picked 
out  and  brought  before  the  public." 

Thursday,  September  16.  Correspondence  and  notes 
attended  to. 

Friday,  September  17.  Correspondence,  Banking,  exchange 
and  mail  matters  attended  to  and  part  of  bag  age  stored  in  Iferis. 

Saturday,  -September  18.  Left  Paris  at  8:15  A.K.  for 
LTogent  sur  Vernisson,  met  Hr.  llaurice  L.  de  Vilmorin  at  his 
country  house,  Les  3arres.  Saw  his  rich  collection  of  trees 
and  shrubs  among  which  are  some  exceedin0ly  interest  in,  and 
valuable  things.  Several  plants  that  are  being-  advertised  as 
new  have  been  growing  for  many  years  at  Les  Barres.  The  new 
Davidia  involucrata  has  been  fruiting  here  for  the  last  3  or  4 
years.  Actinidia  chinensi3  was  growing  here  5  years  before 
Veitch  introduced  them  into  England.  Hr.  de  Vilmorin  obtains 
all  of  his  plants  through  seeds  sent  by  missionaries  in  China, 
especially  in  Western  China  and  Eastern  Thibet. 

Sunday,  September  19.  Studied  the  whole  day  in  LIr. 
de  Vilmorin’ s  arboretum.  Saw  also  the  rich  Pinetum  and  the 
collection  of  oaks  planted  by  the  founder  of  the  house  of 
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Vilmorin  in  the  early  part  of  last  century,  now  the  property  of 
the  French  Government  and  used  as  demonstrative  material  in  their 
Forestry  Station  here  in  Foment.  The  collection  of  live  plants 
is  so  great  here  that  one  could  easily  spend  a  month  instead  of 
two  days.  Mr*  1,1.  L.  de  Vilmorin  Knows  his  plants  very  ell  indeed. 

Monday,  September  20,  Bade  goodbye  with  regrets. 

Arrived  in  Paris  at  noon.  Visited  the  nurseries  of  llr.  Ferd. 

Jamin  at  Bourg  la  Heine,  to  whom  I  carried  a  letter  of  intro¬ 
duction  from  Mr.  V4n.  A.  Taylor,  investigated  the  Crown  gall 
upon  apple  stock.  They  have  it  apparently. 

Tuesday,  September  21.  Attended  to  correspondence. 

Went  to  Vilmorin,  Andrieux'  office  and  left  in  the  afternoon 
for  Angers,  5  l/2  hours  from  Paris  by  express. 

Wednesday,  September  22.  In  Angers.  Correspondence 
attended  to.  Information  obtained.  Visited  in  afternoon  the 
small  Botanic  gardens.  The  climate  is  very  mild  here.  Camel¬ 
lias,  Skimmia  japonica ,  Trachycarpus  excel sa,  Thea,  Loquats, 
all  grow  in  the  open. 

Tursday,  September  25.  Visited  in  the  morning  the 
extensive  nurseries  of  I.a  .  Vincent  Le  Bricon  at  la  Pyramide 
close  to  Angers.  Saw  his  nursery  stock  and  investigated 
crown  gall  matters  on  the  dwarf  apple  stocks.  Saw  nothing  of  it. 
The  soil  is  most  excellent  here  for  the  propagation  of  small 
nursery  stock,  being  of  a  coarse  sandy  nature,  with  still  plenty 
of  plant  food  in  it  while  the  water  is  close  to  the  surface. 

Ilearly  all  of  the  stock  grown  in  this  section  of  France  is 
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exported  to  America.  In  the  afternoon  saw  the  nurseries  of  Mr. 
F.  Delaunay  and  visited  Mr.  G.  Allard  vho  keeps  a  very  rich 
collection  of  trees  and  shrubs  situated  on  the  Route  des  Fonts 
de  Ce  near  Angers. 

Friday,  September  24.  Spent  the  whole  day  in  Hr. 
Allard’s  arboretum,  being  led  around  by  Mr.  Allard  himself. 

Some  very  rare  and  valuable  plant  material  is  to  be  found  here 
in  this  arboretum.  Many  hybrid  trees  of  great  promise.  Had 
in  afternoon  a  few  hours’  conference  on  the  crown  gall  of  stocic 
with  Messrs.  G.  Allard,  P.  Delaunay  and  J.  T.  Dickinson  of 
Chateney.  Obtained  little  information.  The  nurserymen  will 
not  admit  they  have  it,  or  they  say  it  is  natural  and  is 
perfectly  harmless;  vexatious  problems  these  diseases  are. 

Saturday,  September  25.  Correspondence  and  notes 
attended  to. 

Well,  that’s  all.  As  I  always  make  a  few  observa¬ 
tions  between  the  strict  official  notes,  I  wish  you  would  show 
Mr.  Fairchild  and  Mr.  Taylor  these  sheets. 

Goodbye,  best  regards  to  you  all. 

Sincerely  yours, 


FRAi'X  i:.  FCY5R. 
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Angers,  Prance, 

September  29,  1909. 


Dear  Ifr.  Pairchild: 

This  morning  I  have  forwarded  to  you  by  parcel  post 
a  small  package  of  various  things  which  I  picked  up  while 
wandering  about.  I  put  on  the  various  slips  enclosed  the 
parties  I  would  like  to  see  them  given  to  and  as  such  I 
trust  Mss  Austin  won’t  haYe  any  trouble  in  dividing  them. 

Trusting  it  will  arrive  in  good  condition,  I  remain 

Yours  sincerely, 


PRAlTK  IT.  ICbT’R. 


Angers,  Prance, 

September  29,  1909. 


Dear  It.  Pairchild: 

These  last  days  I  have  had  the  intentions  to  write 
you  a  more  technical  report  upon  v/hat  I  saw  in  various  Arboreta 
and  nurseries  here  in  France,  but  every  time  something  else  came 
between.  I'ov;  for  instance,  I  feel  out  of  sorts,  having  caught  a 
cold  by  having  been  wet  a  couple  of  times  while  out  in  the  country. 

J.Ty  observations  upon  v/hat  I  saw  have  led  me  to  these 
conclusions:  I.  It  is  absolutely  essential  to  have  permanent 

collections  of  especially  arboreal  material  established  in  the 
various  parts  of  the  United  States  so  as  to  afford  the  people 
the  opportunities  of  studying  the  behavior  of  various  plants 
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and  selecting  such  material  as  suits  climate  and  surroundings 
"best.  II.  Ehe  U.  J.  department  of  Agriculture  should  establish 
a  seed- exchange  office  with  headquarters  at  ,  ashington,  so  as  to 
offer  seeds  and  plants  in  exchange  with  parties  abroad. 

.ell,  now,  about  a  few  interesting  plants  in  the 
Arboretum  of  hr.  thilippe  L.  de  /ilmorin  at  Yerrieres  le  Buiseon 
(H.R.  5ta.  lassy- Yerrieres  j  .  A  single  specimen  of  a  fastigate 
mulberry  (Torus  alba  var.  fastigiata)  quite  rare  and  may  be  of 
value  in  our  Southern  states  as  a  pyramidal  tree.  Juglans  vil- 
moriniana  (J.  regia  X  J.  ITigra)  a  very  imposing  tree  of  rapid 
grov.th,  can  be  recommended  as  a  stately  panic  or  avenue  tree. 

Pinus  armandii,  a  new,  rather  dwarfed  pine  from  estern  China, 
seedlings  of  Berber is  stenophylla  which  is  a  hybrid  bet ween 
B.  darwinii  and  B.  empetri folia,  fell,  the  seedling-s  break  up 
in  all  intermediate  types  and  the  whole  plant  serves  as  an  ex¬ 
cellent  illustration,  that  even  if  the  immediate  result  of  a 
hybridization  does  not  give  what  is  wanted,  the  seedlings  of 
such  a  plant  may.  I  also  noticed  the  very  interesting  graft 
hybrids  of  --espilus  gormanico,  x  Crataegus  oxyacantha,  there  are 
many  forms  of  them.  Eucalyptus  coccifera,  but  which  is  probably 
3.  turnigera  is  hardy  here  and  although  not  strikingly  beautiful 
is  interesting  as  being  the  only  Eucalyptus  hardy  here  in  this 
climate,  fhe  ever,  reen  Lonicera  pileata,  seen  also  in  Yeitch*  s 
nurseries  at  Combe  Y/ood,  Surrey,  England,  is  a  good  plant  for 
rockeries  and  at  the  ends  of  beds  of  shrubbery,  it  is  of  caespi- 
tose  habit,  like  the  Cotoneaster  horizont all s.  Bhe  last  one  is 
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also  glorious  at  the  Arboretum.  1  r.  de  Vilmorin  has  also  a 
very  rich  collection  of  alpines,  like  Saxifragas,  Sedums, 
Gentianas,  etc.  He  v;ill  he  very  pleased  to  receive  such  material 
from  us.  His  foreman,  I.'r.  3.  l.'ottet,  makes  these  alpines  his 
hobby. 

The  Arboretum  of  :  f .  Maurice  L.  de  Vilmorin,  Les  Barres, 
Ho  gent  sur  Vernisson  (Loiret)  is  very  much  richer  in  all  shrubby 
matefial  than  the  former.  There  are  a  great  number  of  very  rare 
plants,  mostly  sent  in  by  mission?  ries  from  Western  China.  I 
noticed  several  Davidia  involucrata,  one  had  a  great  number  of 
fruits  on  them,  green  and  of  the  size  of  small  walnuts.  The  new 
Berber! s  dictyophylla  has  white  glaucus  branches  and  leaves. 
Clematis  Jouniana  is  an  attractive  plant  for  rockeries  and  between 
pieces  of  rocks,  of  caespitose  habit  and  f lovering  profusely  v ith 
white-lilac  flowers  which  are  much  visited  by  bees.  Clematis  sp. 
4927  has  very  nice  rose  colored  flowers.  Clematis  sp.  4752  has 
white  flowers  and  finely  pinnated  leaves,  both  plants  are  new 
and  valuable  from  a  horticultural  point  of  view.  Photinia  varia- 
bili s  (Ho.  4345)  is  an  attractive  shrub  from  estern  China,  it 
bears  dark  green  glossy  foliage  and  has  small  red  berries.  It 
nay  3erve  as  a  good  stock  for  loquats  being  so  very  near  to  them. 

V 

A  new  Prunus,  Ho.  6613,  from  estern  China  is  remarkable  for  its 
exceeding  fast  and  healthy  growth ,  it  may  serve  also  as  a  stock 
for  plums  and  cherries  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  de  Vilmorin 
has  a  few  young  plants  available  in  case  we  can  make  use  of  them. 
The  collection  of  roses  is  perhaps  the  richest  in  the  world  and 
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there  is  material  galore  here  for  breeding;  purposes.  C.  rugosa 
rosea  glabra  has  especially  healthy  foliage  while  R.  Rugosa  calo- 
carpa  bears  beautiful  large  fruits.  Rosa  kamahatica  looks  like 
R.  rugosa  and  being  hardier  yet,  can  be  used  in  breeding  experi¬ 
ments.  Rosa  sericea  in  two  or  three  varieties  from  estern  China 
may  also  be  employed  to  create  new  strains  of  hardy  roses.  Among 
the  Barberry  collection  there  is  a  host  of  valuable  material  and 
so  among  the  .^uonimus  collection  and  the  Prunus  collection.  Well, 
really  one  could  stay  a  couple  of  months  in  this  arboretum  taking 
notes  and  collecting  seeds  and  specimens,  Che  two  days  I  stayed 
there  were  utterly  insufficient.  ?*r.  liaurice  L.  de  Vxlmorin  will 
be  very  pleased  to  receive  from  us  one  or  two  plants  of  listacia 
sinensis,  a  plant  of  -osa  xanthina  and  the  north  Chinese  round- 
headed  willow. 

l.r.  G.  Allard’s  arboretum  on  the  Route  des  Ponts  de  Ce 
near  Angers  is  also  very  r ich  in  all  sorts  of  shrubby  and  arboreal 
plants.  I  noticed  a  splendid  specimen  of  Sequoia  gigantea  var. 
pendula,  a  very  strange  tree,  perhaps  the  largest  in  existence. 

A  hybrid  Torreya  (T.  californica  x  ?.  nucifera)  made  by  J*r.  A 
and  more  vigorous  than  either  of  the  parents..  Hybrid  oaks  between 
many  species,  Hybrid  Pavias,  Hybrid  walnuts  (Julians  regia  x  nigra, 
J.  regia  x  J.  sieboldii).  A  very  rich  collection  of  various  Pirus, 
among  which  a  species  of  wild  pear  from  Prance,  P.  co  rdata,  which 
is  not  promising,  however.  1ft*.  Allard  told  me  that  Pirus  nivalis 
has,  in  combination  with  P.  communis,  given  rise  to  that  strain 
of  pears  from  which  pear-cider  is  made  in  France.  So  that  old 
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saying  that  "apples  m&ice  cider,  hut  pears  make  soap"  has  herewith 
to  he  done  away  with,  Phere  is  also  an  excellent  collection  of 
various  crataegus ,  not  only  those  of  Professor  Sargent  but  also 
some  large  fruited  forms  of  the  Orient.  Crataegus  azarolles  in  a 
few  varieties  and  also  J.  tanacet ifolia,  the  last  one  has  a  flavor 
all  of  its  own  and  could  well  he  cultivated  for  its  fruits  which 
could  he  made  into  preserves.  The  hyrica  californica  is  hardy 
here  and  I  wonder  why  we  couldn’t  use  this  plant  as  a  stock  for 
improved  Chinese  and  Japanese  varieties  of  l.yrica  nagi.  Ir. 

Allard  possesses  also  a  very  large  collection  of  various  hollies, 
some  new  ones  from  China  are  among  them  and  look  very  promising. 

He  also  possesses  a  large  plant  of  the  very  rare  Kedera  aurantiaca 
from  the  Himalayas,  hearing  golden  berries.  But  as  with  the  former, 
I  could  stay  here  weeks  and  weeks  studying  up  things,  hut  a  day 
or  two  is  just  enough  to  review  such  a  collection  superficially. 

Hr.  Allard  is  working  upon  a  complete  list  of  his  collections, 
hut  it  will  take  some  time  yet  before  it  is  published.  We  are, 
however,  free  to  call  upon  him  for  material  and  what  he  especially 
ould  like  to  obtain  from  us  are  Pistacia  sinensis  (this  plant  is 
exceedingly  rare  in  Curope),  Rosa  xanthina,  lyrus  ussuri ensis, 
Juglans  rup  -.-strus,  Juglans  californica  and  a  few  nuts  of  the  tree 
form  of  Aesculus  californica  from  as  northernmost  a  locality  as 
possible.  Could  somebody  at  Chico  collect  us  the  last  three 
plants  and  pack  them  so  that  they  won’t  perish? 

Well,  this  letter  is  again  rather  big  and  I  will  con¬ 
clude  with  best  of  regards  to  all  in  the  office. 

Sincerely  yours, 


:  .  YER. 
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Or 1 ea ns ,  Franc  e , 

October  6,  1909. 


Dear  Yr .  Fai  rchi  1  d: 

Today  I  am  going  to  write  you  my  final  report  upon  what 
I  saw  and  heard  in  connection  with  the  investigation  of  the 
resistancy  of  various  apple  stocks  against  the  crown-gall  disease 
in  the  nursery  districts  of  the  neighborhood  of  laris,  the  region 
around  Angers  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Orleans. 

Well,  to  begin  with,  the  feature  of  this  investigation 
trip  has  been  rain,  rain  and  rain  again.  How  many  time  I  have 
been  wet  I  do  not  know  but  anyway  a  good  many  time.  That  this 
wet  weather  did  not  facilitate -my  work  is  a  certainty  and  I  did 
not  see  as  many  nurseries  as  I  expected  to  cover. 

Whether  the  crown-gall  disease  exists  here  in  the 
nursery  centers  of  France,  1  must  say  that  I  myself  did  not  see 
any  very  bad  cases  of  it,  but  only  some  slight  ones.  It  exists, 
however,  and  is  known  to  a  few  of  the  more  intelligent  and  pro¬ 
gressive  nurserymen.  The  attitude  hysumed  by  the  various  nur¬ 
serymen,  when  questioned  closely  about  this  disease,  is  as  various 
as  the  human  character.  Some  flatly  say  that  they  never  saw  it 
or  heard  of  it.  Others  say  yes,  they  have  heard  of  it,  but,  they 
add  quickly  that  they  have  not  got  it  in  their  nurseries.  A  few 
admitted  that  they  had  it  a  few  years  ago  and  that  they  burned 
all  the  affected  stock.  Two  admitted  they  had  it,  but  the  places 
where  it  occurred  were  far  off  and  isolated  and  one  said  he  v ould 
destory  the  whole  lot  (they  were  ordinary  wild  apple  seedlings.) 
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'  nearly  all  of  the  nurserymen  lid  not  like  to  he  questioned  about 
it  at  o.ll  and  a  few  unpleasant  words  were  said  about  too  much 
inspection  and  tho.t  the  trade  would  suffer  if  still  more  re¬ 
strictions  were  placed  upon  the  export  o-u  plants,  etc. 

I  found  out  that  the  people  in  general  evaded  the 
question  whether  they  knew  of  this  disease,  so  I  had  to  employ 
another  method,  viz.,  I  had  a  sample  oi  paradise  stock  v/ith  me, 
slightly  attacked,  and  asked  them  politely  whether  in  their 
opinion  doucin  did  not  suffer  more  from  it  than  paradise.,  -hey 
all  bit  at  it  and  declared  it  was  just  the  opposite,  Paradise  is 
alvays  much  more  attacked  than  Doucin;  after  this  the  proceedings 
were  easier  for  me,  for  they  had  admitted  tney  knew  c~  it. 

In  France  the  Paradise  is  used  almost  exclusively  for 
the  cordonnier  form  of  apple  trees,  on  account  of  its  slow  growth 
and  dwarfing  effects.  The  more  responsible  and  intelligent 
nurserymen,  informed  me  it  is  never  exported  to  the  United  states 
on  account  of  not  being  suited  to  our  climate.  Joucin  ^  .. 

for  the  pyramidal  form  and  espalier  form  of  apple  urees  and  is 
very  much  more  vigorous  and  disea.se  resistant  than  the  Paradise. 
However,  I  was  told  that  sow  '  nurserymen  call  the  Para¬ 

dise  n French  Paradise”  and  the  Doucin  "English  Paradise”  and  tLu o 
in  case  they  might  have  omitted  '.he  first  names,  some  nurserymen 
might  have  sent  the  ordinary  paradise  which  then  turned  out  to  oe 
a  failure.  But  all  nurserymen  agreed  that  Doucin  was  the  stock 
best  suited  to  the  climate  of  the  United  Spates. 
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About  the  cause  of  the  disease,  many  opinion  were 
given.  Some  said  it  was  lh.ce  a  wart,  somewhat  spreading  but 
not  dangerous.  Another  said  it  was  caused  by  moist  weather, 
when  leaves  accumulate  around  the  stem.  A  third  thought  it 
was  a  mite  or  something  similar.  Another  said  it  was  the 
difference  in  vigor  between  the  scion  and  the  stock  which 
caused  abnormal  growth  to  the  stock.  A  few  said  that  it  was 
especially  the  soil  that  influenced  it.  On  a  clayey,  cold  soil 
one  was  much  more  apt  to  find  it  than  in  a  light  but  rich  soil. 

A  few  also  said  it  was  more  common  in  some  nurseries  than  in 
others;  the  neighborhood  of  Baris  was  considered  (in  Orleans) 
to  be  much  worse  than  either  in  Orleans  or  in  Angers.  The  same 
man  who  said  the  last  also  remarked  that  there  are  strains  of 
Paradise  and  Doucin  grown  by  different  nurserymen  and  that  appar¬ 
ently  some  strains  are  much  more  easily  attacked  than  others. 

Questioned  as  to  what  they  did  when  they  had  this 
disease,  a  few  said  they  burned  all  their  plants  and  one  nur¬ 
seryman  in  Orleans  admitted  in  the  heat  of  a  discussion,  that 
his  working  men  were  given  orders  to  exclude  all  stock  ior 
foreign  shipment  that  even  had  slight  affections.  Hints  were 
oiven  to  me  in  Orleans  that  some  nurserymen  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Paris  buy  their  stock  indiscriminately  from  small,  ignorant 
growers.  I  wa3  informed  in  the  same  place  that  in  Angers  some 
parties  were  not  afraid  of  mixing  their  stocks  when  short  for 
big  shipments.  In  how  far  these  last  charges  are  true,  I  do 
not  know,  but  I  know  that  the  exporters  from  the  neighborhood 
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of  Paris  apparently  "buy  their  stocks  from  smaller  parties. 

Of  the  many  nurseries  I  saw  I  may  say  that  I  found 
Vincent  le  Breton  at  La  Pyramide,  near  Angers,  and  Barhier  & 

Go.,  here  in  Orleans,  among  the  best.  The  last  one  had  some 
exceedingly  healthy  stock  of  Paradise,  Paradise  Jaune  de  Metz 
and  Doucin.  They  grow  all  their  ov;n  stock  and  the  foreman, 

Hr.  Boussel,  I  found  a  man  well  posted  and  not  being  afraid 
to  call  this  crown-gall  a  real  bad  disease,  against  which  it 
was  everyone’s  duty  to  watch.  Mr.  Houssel  also  said  that  the 
strain  of  Paradise  they  grow  is  singularly  strong  and  he  never 
saw  any  crown-gall  on  them.  I  also  noticed  that  this  stock  was 
of  a  much  darker  color  than  the  ones  ordinarily  seen. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  firm  Desfosse-fhuillier  & 

Oie  showed  me  several  types  of  both  Doucin  and  Paradise  in  his 
nursery;  he  marked  them  on  page  65  of  his  catalogue,  which  I 
herewith  forward  under  separate  cover.  It  may  be  well,  perhaps, 
to  test  these  various  strains  in  a  suitable  locality  in  the 
United  States.  Hr.  Desfosse  could  not  give  me  any  information 
in  regard  to  their  resistance  to  crown-gall  as  he  pretended  not 
to  know  it. 

In  case  some  experiment  should  be  made  I  recommend 
Barbier  &  Cie  at  Orleans  and  Vincent  le  Breton  at  La  Pyramide 
(near  Angers)  for  very  healthy  stock. 

Desfosse-Thuillier  at  Orleans,  Levavaseur  at  Orleans, 
George  Beiiard  at  Orleans,  Andre  Leroy  at  Angers,  Ch  rles  Det riche 
at  Angers,  Victor  Det  riche  at  Angers  for  ordinary  stock  among 
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Y/hich  there  may  he  some  slightly  affected  material,  also  F. 
Delaunay  at  Angers. 

Ferdinand  Jamin  at  Bourg  la  Heine  (Seine)  and  perhaps 
some  other  growers  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris  for  badly  affected 
material . 

Well,  this  covers  about  what  I  had  to  say  in  regard 
to  my  observations  here  in  France,  The  real  work  will  have  to 
be  done  in  America  where  various  botanical  species  of  Mai  us  will 

have  to  be  tried  in  an  affected  district  to  test  their  resistance 

/ 

to  this  cr own-gal 1 . 

As  this  report  is  of  special  interest  to  Mr.  Win.  A. 
Taylor  and  Dr.  Townsend,  I  wish  you  would  kindly  let  them  have  it. 
I  remain,  Sir, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

FRANK  N.  13YSR. 


Mr.  Wm.  A.  Taylor, 

Through  Mr.  David  Fairchild. 


Orleans,  France, 
October  6,  1909. 


Dear  Mr.  Taylor: 

Yesterday  I  arranged  with  Messrs.  Leon  Chenault  &  Co., 
nurserymen  at  Orleans,  Ibute  d» Olivet  lib .  79^,  to  send  to  Mr. 

I.  P.  Roosa,  our  despatch  agent  at  Hew  York,  one  parcel  con¬ 
taining  100  two  year  old  Doucin  apple  trees  and  100  one  year 


. 
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old  Paradise  apple  trees,  to  be  used  by  Or.  Townsend  in  his  tests 
of  resistance  of  various  varieties  of  apples  to  crown-gall. 

I  am  also  notifying  Mr .  Roosa  to  forward  this  parcel 
of  trees  to  you  at  his  very  earliest  convenience.  \7e  are  send¬ 
ing  these  trees  via  Belgium  as  the  new  laws  concerning  freed  of  in¬ 
sect  and  fungus  pests  on  nursery  stock:,  between  America  and  France, 
have  not  been  terminated  yet,  while  Belgium  and  Holland  have  done 
so  already. 

I  purchased  those  trees  from  Mr.  Vincent  le  Breton  at 
La  Pyramide  (near  Angers)  whose  nursery  is  regularly  inspected 
by  a  State  Entomologist  and  whose  plants  I  found  very  clean  from 
any  disease. 

I  left  the  roots  on  these  plants  so  as  to  have  a  chance 
to  have  them  inspected  more  closely  at  Y/ashington,  D.  C.  It  is 
somewhat  too  early  yet  to  ship  scions  as  the  plants  are  everywhere 
still  in  full  leaves. 

This  whole  problem  of  finding  out  here  in  France  whether 
the  nurserymen  possess  varieties  of  Doucin  and  of  Paradise  which 
are  more  resistant  to  crown-gall  than  others  is  a  very  difficult 
question.  But  one  thing-  is  sure:  there  are  several  strains  of 
both  grown  by  various  parties  and  it  will  be  a  good  thing  to  order 
a  few  hundred  trees  from  a  dozen  or  so  nurserymen  and  have  them 
planted  on  a  suitable  piece  of  land  and  test  them  for  their 
resistant  qualities. 

In  (or  rather  near)  Angers  I  found  that  Mr.  Vincent  le 
Breton  had  especially  very  healthy  stock:,  while  here  in  Orleans 
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Barbier  &  Cie  have  the  best  stock  that  I  saw  here  in  this  whole 
neighborhood. 

I  an  writing  a  nore  extended  report  on  my  observations, 
but  I  may  say  this,  that  nearly  all  the  nurserymen  agree  that 
Paradise  stock  is  much  more  easily  attacked  by  crown  gall  than 
Coucin  or  than  the  Paradise  jaune  de  Betz,  which  last  one  is 
an  intermediate  form  between  Paradi  se  and  Doucin.  The  more 
intelligent  and  responsible  nurserymen  also  say  that  they  never 
export  I&radise  to  the  United  States  but  they  say  that  s  ome 
foreign  nurserymen  are  in  the  habit  of  calling  the  ordinary 
paradise  ’’French  Paradise”  and  the  Doucin  ’’English  Paradise” 
and  that  there  is  a  possibility  that  some  have  simply  written 
’’Paradise"  and  that  the  nurserymen  who  received  such  orders  have 
perhaps  sent  the  ordinary  paradise,  which  proved  then  afterwards 
a  failure.  There  are  also  apparently  no  fruiting1  trees  of 
either  Paradise  or  doucin  in  the  whole  of  France,  as  none  of 
the  many  nurserymen  and  others  I  asked  had  ever  seen  one.  I'r. 

G.  A.  Bunyard,  however,  of  the  nursery  firm  at  3/aidstone,  Kent, 
England,  told  me  that  they  had  a  few  trees  in  their  nurseries, 
but  he  has  only  seen  a  few  fruits  on  them  once  in  6  or  7  years 
and  that  it  simply  out  of  the  question  to  obtain  seeds  of  these 

var i et ie  s . 

A  member  of  the  firm  of  Vilmorln-Andrieux  et  Oie  gave 
in  consideration  to  give  .the  Siberian  crab  a  good  test  as  a 
stock  for  dwarf-apples  and  from  what  I  have  seen  of  this  crab 
in  Uanchuria  and  Siberia  I  should  think  that  it  may  answer  for 
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this  purpose. 

7fell,  later  on  more. 

With  kindest  regards,  I  remain,  Sir1, 

Very  sincerely, 

FRA1IK  II.  II'JTSR. 


Hamburg,  Germany, 

October  14,  1909. 


Dear  It.  Pairchild: 

On  Ilonday,  October  11,  I  took  the  Paris-Berlin  express 
at  2:00  P.r.  in  Paris,  and  Tuesday,  October  12,  at  7:00  A.M.  saw 
me  land  at  the  "Kauptbahnhof"  in  Hamburg.  As  soon  as  I  was  some¬ 
what  accustomed  to  the  great  change  in  climate,  language  and 
general  habits  here,  I  went  to  the  Hamburg  Botanical  Gardens, 
where  I  found  that  the  Director,  Prof.  Dr.  3.  Zacharias,  would 
be  absent  for  several  days.  In  his  place  Dr.  William  Heering, 
who  knows  you  too,  having  met  you  in  Kiel,  received  me  and  showed 
me  all  around  and  took  especial  pains  to  assist  me  in  the  Izolla 
matter,  for  which  I  mainly  came  to  Hamburg. 

Well,  I  was  told  that  all  the  Amelia  plants  that  we re 
sent  to  German  Bast  Africa  vere  propagated  here  and  then  sent 
in  charge  of  some  interested  person  to  their  destinations.  They 
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grew  them  for  such  shipments  in  flat  earthen  saucers,  with  very 
little  water  in  them,  and  when  a  saucer  was  well  filled,  so  that 
the  whole  mass  was  practically  solid,  they  placed  each  saucer  in  a 
flat  box,  in  moist  sphagnum  and  had  a  class  cover  on  the  box  that 
could  be  opened  so  as  to  admit  air  and  water.  Azolla  shipped  that 
way  arrives  in  excellent  condition. 

They  are  not  absolutely  certain  what  species  this  Azolla  is,  but 
to  me  it  looks  somewhat  robust  form  of  our  ordinary  Azolla  caro- 
liniana,  and  Ir.  Hildebrand,  the  propagator  in  charge  of  this 
material,  thought  so  too.  In  the  Hamburg  Botanical  Gardens  they 
could  not  tell  me  whether  the  plant  is  a  success  in  exterminating 
the  mosquitoes,  which  Professor  Bart  ms,  n,  the  director  of  Fisheries 
in  Wiesbaden,  advertises  it  so  much  to  be.  As  such,  I  went  in  the 
afternoon  to  the  Institut  for  Schiffs-und  Tropenkrankheiten"  at 
the  other  end  of  Hamburg,  and  after  some  asking  and  waiting  I  was 
introduced  to  Prof.  Oil wig,  who  was  the  very  man  who  had  charge 
of  these  mosquito  extermination  problems  in  the  German  Colonial 
possessions,  '.'’his  gentleman  was,  of  course,  a  very  busy  man  and 
I  found  him  right  in  the  midst  of  examining  microscopical  preparates, 
but  we  had  a  long  talk  about  this  Azolla  and  about  Prof.  Bartman 
in  Wiesbaden  and  -the  outcome  is  negative.  Prof.  Dr.  Ollwig  said 
that  Kerr  Bartman  had  advertised  this  Azolla  right  and  left,  and 

that  as  a  result  thereof  the  Institut  has  been  the  unfortunate 
received  or  an  enormous  number  of  questions  for  more  information, 
which  they  themselves  did  not  have;  but  worse  yet  than  this  in- 
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discriminating  advertising,  Herr  Bart man  had  written  and  said 
things  that  were  absolutely  untruthful  and  he  had  made  it  out 
as  if  the  Institut  had  given  him  support  in  these  matters, 
hich  was  exceedingly  annoying  to  those  in  charge  of  these 
mosquito  problems.  Prof.  Ollwig  stated  at  my  special  request 
v/hat  his  private  opinion  was  of  this  Azolla,  that  it  may  be  of 
some  use  in  special  places,  out  that  so  far  as  present  experi¬ 
ments  went,  (1)  the  plants  will  not  grow  in  dense  or  even 
moderate  shade;  as  such  they  are  of  no  U3e  in  the  tropical 
forests,  where  large  and  small  pools  of  water  are  the  very 
places  where  it  is  needed.  (2)  the  plants  do  not  stand  any 
great  cold  or  short  seasons,  for  which  reason  they  are  excluded 
from  the  high  elevated  and  from  the  northern  regions.  (3)  they 
do  not  stand  saltish  or  brackish  water  and  cannot  be  utilized 
as  such  near  the  coasts;  (4)  in  case  of  a  drouth  they  all  perish 
and  it  would  be  too  much  work  to  stock  little  pools  or  water 
expanses  every  time.  Prof.  Ollwig  will  be  very  glad,  however, 
to  hear  from  us  what  our  success  will  be  with  it. 

Although  this  Azolla  then,  after  all,  is  not  v/hat  it 
is  claimed  to  be  and  perhaps  to  be  assigned  to  the  notorious 
m.7bnderberry"  section,  I  still  thought  we  might  give  it  a  trial 
and  for  that  reason  i'r.  Hildebrand  packed  and  shipped,  under 
my  direction,  one  parcel  of  it  to  you  and  one  to  Jr.  J.  3. 

Smith,  at  Hew  Brunswick. 

As  this  letter  is,  of  course,  of  special  interest  to 
Dr.  Smith  and  to  Jr.  L.  0.  Howard,  I  wish  you  would  kindly  send 
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a  copy  of  the  most  important  parts  of  it  to  these  two  gentlemen. 

I  also  return  that  printed  copy  of  Herr  Bartman  which  Or.  J.  0. 
Smith  gave  me,  while  we  had  a  talk  about  this  Azolla  problem  in 
your  room  some  time  in  July. 

In  regard  to  the  hardiness  of  this  Azolla,  I  was  assured 
by  both  Hr.  C.  Widraaier,  the  Inspector  of  the  Hamburg  Botanical 
Gardens,  and  Llr.  Hildebrand,  the  propagator,  that  the  plants 
have  successfully  over-wintered  in  the  vicinity  of  Hamburg  in 
some  sheltered  nooks,  and  that  in  Holland  it  has  become  a  regu¬ 
lar  pest  in  some  of  the  stagnant  canals.  .ell,  my  own  observa¬ 
tions  in  Holland  some  8  or  10  years  ago  were  that  especially  in 
the  vicinity  of  Haarlem  and  Leyden  this  plant  covered  whole 
canals.  In  spring  and  early  summer  it  was  nearly  absent,  but 
at  the  end  of  summer  it  looked  here  and  there  as  if  a  green 
velvet  carpet  was  covering  the  water  and  in  the  autumn  this  green 
turned  into  a  vivid  brown-red.  It  used  to  overgrow  and  extermi¬ 
nate  the  indigenous  species  of  Lemna,  like  L.  minor,  L.  i.ajor, 

L.  trisulca,  etc.,  and  some  bulb  and  truck  farmers  used  to 
harvest  it  and  after  having  it  stacked  up  and  allowing  it  to 
decompose,  used  it  as  a  manure  the  following  spring,  especially 
for  spinach  beds  and  for  cabbages. 


I  am, 


Yours  very  sincerely, 
FRANK  N.  I.I3YER. 
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Hamburg,  Germany, 

October  14,  1909. 


Dear  It.  Fairchild: 

Herewith  I  am  forwarding  to  you  through  the  kindness 
of  Dr.  ./illiam  Heering,  of  the  Hamburg  Botanical  Gardens,  one 
parcel  containing  Aaolla  sp.  (apparently  a  robust  form  of  A. 
caroliniana) .  The  best  way  to  winter  these  little  plants  through 
is  to  place  them  in  a  flat  earthen  vessel,  with  some  peaty  or 
clayey  soil  in  the  bottom  and  only  a  small  amount  of  water  on 
it.  Such  a  flat  vessel  to  be  placed  in  a  cool  place  in  a  green¬ 
house  and  as  near  to  the  light  as  possible.  As  soon  as  spring 
sets  in  these  plants  may  be  put  in  many  flat  vessels,  also  with 
a  little  soil  at  the  bottom,  but  now  with  more  water  (one  or  two 
inches),  and  be  given  a  warmer  place,  in  which  way  they  multiply 
rapidly. 


When  the  weather  outside  has  become  quite  warm,  these 
plants  may  be  put  in  the  places  where  the  experiments  have  to 
be  carried  out.  Care  has  to  be  taken,  however,  to  harden  the 
plants  off  for  a  few  days  in  the  open,  before  putting  them  out 
in  marshes  or  ponds. 

In  case  this  shipment  should  fail  for  some  reason  or 
another,  the  Hamburg  Botanical  Garden  is  willing  to  duplicate 
it.  I  am  sending  Dr.  J.  3.  Smith,  Entomologist ,  State  Experi¬ 
ment  Station,  Ilew  Brunswick,  Hew  Jersey,  a  similar  parcel  and  a 
copy  of  this  letter.  In  another  letter  I  am  giving  you  a  full 


report  on  the  matter. 
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I  remain 


Yours  respectfully, 

TRAM  H.  METER. 


Berlin,  Germany, 

Hovember  1,  1909. 


Dear  Mr.  Fairchild: 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  four  packages  by  sample  post. 
Two  of  these  packages  contain  only  entomological  specimens  and 
I  wish  you  would  kindly  turn  them  over  to  Dr.  Howard.  As  the 
German  laws  prohibit  the  shipment  of  live  woody  plants  from 
America,  China  and  Japan  into  this  country,  it  would  be  inter¬ 
esting  if  some  scales  or  other  insects  shouldn’t  exist  already 
here  that  they  wanted  to  keep  out. 

One  package  contains  only  pathological  material  and 
may  be  given  to  I‘rs.  Patterson,  although  there  are  a  few  nieces 
of  crown  gall  disease  in  it  in  which  Dr.  Townsend  takes  so  much 

interest. 

The  last  package  consists  of  a  few  samples  of  3eed  for 
the  botanical  seed  collection,  in  charge  of  Ir.  Skeels. 

For  facilities’  sake  I  herewith  give  a  list  of  contents 


of  these  four  packages. 


. 
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rfritomological  Specimens 

Scales  on  Acer  tegmentosum  (Count  Schwerins  plane  ^hyrow) 

Scale  3  on  Hites  mogollonicum  (Spath  nurseries  near  Berlin) 

Scales  on  Tilia  parvifolia  (Dahlem  Bot .  Cardens  near  Berlin), 

Scales  on  Pinus  cembra  (Dahlem  Jot.  Gardens  near  Berlin) 

Scales  on  Fraxinus  excelsior  (Dahlem  5ot.  Gardens  near  Berlin) 
Scales  on  Ampelopsis  quinquefolia  (Dahlem  Bot.  Gardens  near  Berlin) 
Scales  on  Ulmus  scabra  (Dahlem  Jot.  Gardens  near  Berlin) 

Scales  on  Salix  sp.  (Dahlem  Bot.  Gardens  near  Berlin) 

Scales  on  Populus  angustifolia  (Dahlem  Bot.  Gardens  near  Berlin) 
Scales  on  ITerium  oleander  (Angers,  France) 

Scales  on  Pinus  sp.  (Hesse  Nurseries,  Teener,  Germany) 

Live  lady  "beetles  on  I.aple  trees  at  Bhyrov,  Germany. 

Creeping  insects  on  Ulmus  trees  at  Dahlem  Bot.  Gardens,  Berlin. 


Pathological  .Specimens 

Crown  pall  on  Paradise  stock.  (Fur series  of  Ferd.  Jamin  at 
Bourg  la  Heine,  France. ) 

Galls  on  an  old  Paradise  apple  tree  in  the  Spath  nurseries  near 
Berlin. 

Diseased  lilac  leaves  (Spath  Nurseries  near  Berlin) 

Diseased  leaf  of  Prunus  lanrocerasus.  (Brussels,  Belgium). 

Fungus  on  leaves  of  Purus  alba.  (Nurseries  of  Vincent  le  Breton, 
near  Angers,  France.) 
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Seeds  for  collection 

Trapa  natans  -  purchased  on  the  street  in  Angers,'  France. 

Almond  x  Peach  -  Barbiers  Nurseries,  Orleans,  France. 

Corylus  colurna  -  Barbiers  Nurseries,  Orleans,  Fru.ice. 

Amygdalis  nana  -  Dahlem  Botanical  Gardens  near  Berlin. 

Gone  of  Sciadopytus  vert ic Hiatus  -  Hesse  Nurseries,  7/eener,  Germany. 
Prunus  lauro-cerasus  -  Hurseries  of  Vencdnt  Le  Breton,  near 
Angers,  France. 

Well,  I  will  first  mail  this  letter  for  these  sample 
post  packages  may  travel  faster  than  parcel  post  ones.  I  have 
been  making,  a  stack  of  notes  on  what  I  have  seen  these  last  weeks 
and  I  intend  to  write  you  some  big  reports  these  coming  days. 

I  obtained  some  of  my  mail  from  St.  Petersburg,  but  there  wasn’t 
any  reply  from  the  Russian  Government  concerning  our  Central 
Asia  work. 

I  had  my  old  interpreter  with  me  here  in  Berlin  for  a 
couple  of  days,  the  one  who  went  with  me  through  Ea stern  Siberia 
and  Northern  Hanchuria,  and  he  is  willing  to  go  again,  but  he 
would  like  to  obtain  my  decision  as  soon  as  possible  as  he  in¬ 
tends  to  engage  again  in  another  line  of  business.  I  do  not 
know  what  to  do  as  yet;  maybe  I  will  take  him  with  me  to  3t. 
Petersburg,  as  I  need  someone  there  anyway.  He  lives  in  Russian 
Poland,  not  far  from  the  German  frontier  and  I  could  meet  him 
in  Breslau  and  travel  from  there  together  to  bt,  Petersburg 


and  farther  on 
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Trusting  the  above  mentioned  material  reaches  you  in 
good  shape,  I  remain 


Yours  very  sincerely, 


MEYER. 


Berlin,  Germany, 

November  2,  1909. 


Bear  Hr.  Fairchild: 

Some  days  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Albert  Mann 
dated  October  4,  1909,  and  containing  two  blank  forms,  relating 
to  promotion  matters.  I  have  filled  out  (or  rather  filled  in)  ■ 
the  main  points.  The  exact  dates  of  how  I  spent  my  life  are 
certainly  not  wanted  and  even  if  wanted,  I  do  not  recollect  them 
all  myself.  In  case,  however,  some  more  details  are  necessary 
please  let  me  know  and  I  will  try  to  give  them.  I  remain 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

FRANK  II.  If  :YER. 
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Prank  1*.  I.Ieyer 

Agricultural  Explorer 


Berlin,  Germany, 

llovember  2,  1909 » 


1600.00  per  annum. 


1.  Education.  An  ordinary  school  educ  tion  up  to  14  years  of 

age.  After  that  much  private  tuition  in  Foreign 
languages,  in  Botany,  Drawing  (mechanical  and  land¬ 
scape),  Arithmetic  and  ITeasuring,  Principles  of  plant 
propagat ion,  et  c . 

2.  Experience.  From  14th  to  16th  year  as  a  pupil  in  the  3otanic 

Gardens  of  Amsterdam,  from  16th  to  23rd  year  as  an 
gardener  and  assistant  to  Prof.  Hugo  de  Fries  in  his 
special  experimental  garden.  From  23rd  to  25th  year 
as  a  gardener  in  commerical  nurseries  in  England, 
especially  having  learned  the  culture  of  fruits  and 
veget-  bles  under  glass  and  the  culture  of  fruit  trees 
against  walls  and  fences  as  is  practiced  in  the 
countries  of  northern  Gurope. 

3.  Departmental  Service.  From  October  23,  1901  to  August  31, 

1902,  as  a  gardener  in  the  Department  greenhouses  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  Designed  September  1,  1902. 

September  15,  1902,  re-entered  Departmental  service 
again  in  the  Plant  Improvement  -harden  at  Santa  Ana, 
California.  /Priced  there  as  a  propagator  and  all- 
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around  gardener.  Resigned  on  account  of  very  unsatisfactory 
conditions  at  the  garden  and  improper  treatment  hy 
Mr.  P.  Pierce,  in  charge,  on  April  1,  1903.  Worked 
as  head  gardener  in  a  carnation  and  palm  nursery  in 
Mbntecito,  California,  from  April  1903  until  March  15, 

1904.  Made  journeys  of  study  in  California,  Mexico, 
and  Cuba  from  March  16,  1904,  until  August  1,  1904. 
Worked  in  the  3t.  Louis  3otanical  Gardens  from 
August  1,  1904  until  July  1,  1905,  as  a  propagator 
of  mainly  herbaceous  plants.  Was  also  member  of  the 
Jury  on  Forestry  at  the  ..orld’s  Pair  in  St.  Louis 
during  September  1904.  Re-entered  Department  service 
for  the  third  time  on  July  10,  1905,  as  an  agricul¬ 
tural  explorer.  Left  Washington,  D.  C.  on  July  27, 

1905,  and  returned  to  the  same  city  July  7,  1908, 
having  visited  in  these  three  years  parts  of  Japan, 
Korea,  Pastern  and  northern  China,  Manchuria  and 
Pastern  Siberia  and  collected  nearly  2000  numbers  of 
various  plants  and  seeds. 

4.  Results  accomplished.  Valuable  varieties  of  Chinese  fruits, 
vegetables,  cover  crops  and  ornamental  plants  intro¬ 
duced.  Prom  February  1909  until  July  1909  having 
written  his  observat ions  on  Chinese  agri-  and  horti¬ 
culture  in  a  series  of  four  bulletins  which  are  in 


course  of  publication 
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5.  Special  qualifications.  These  questions  can  hardly  he 

answered  hy  the  undersigned  himself. 

6.  Publications.  Aside  from  some  contributions  to  some  news¬ 

papers  and  magazines  for  which  never  received  any 
remuneration,  the  undersigned  has  not  written  much 
as  yet  besides  the  bulletins  mentioned  above. 

7.  Classification.  To  be  answered  by  those  in  charge. 

8.  Value*  To  be  answered  by  those  in  charge. 

FRANK  N.  MEYER. 


3erlin,  Germany, 

November  2,  1909. 


Dear  Mr.  Fairchild: 

Two  letters  E  received  from  you  which  were  sent  up 
to  me  from  St.  Petersburg.  In  the  one  from  October  1,  1909, 

I  see  your  notes  how  Messrs.  Tracy  and  Fischer  have  resigned. 

I,  too,  hope  that  the  climate  there  in  humid  Para  will  suit 
Mr.  Fischer,  for  if  not — what  then? —  What  a  pity  the  Panama 

Canal  Commission  feels  obliged  to  leave  agricultural  development 
over  to  private  interests.  If  possible,  cannot  our  Bureau  take 
this  line  of  work  over?  then  South  Texas  possesses  a  demon¬ 
stration  garden,  Panama,  which  is  going  to  be  so  far  more  impor- 
tant  surely  ought  to  have  one.  Whether  Ir.  dchultz  will  like 
it  in  Chico  is  a  doubtful  thing.  Chico  is  far  from  tropical 
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and  if  Lr.  Schultz  went  to  South  Florida  because  he  liked  the 
tropics,  then  he  certainly  will  not  find  Chico  to  his  likings. 

About  the  insertion  of  Chinese  characters  in  the  text 
of  my  bulletins,  yes,  if  it  can  be  done,  all  right,  but — how 
long  a  time  will  pas3  before  all  these  affairs  will  be  arranged? 
Yes,  I  know  that  the  spelling  is  not  uniform  in  my  Chinese  book. 
Firstly,  the  dialect  question  has  entered  into  it  and,  secondly, 
different  interpreters  had  different  methods  of  putting  down 
Chinese  sounds  in  English  letters,  but  one  has  this  trouble  all 
over  China.  It  will  give  Ur.  Swingle  some  labor  if  he  is  going 
to  regulate  these  matters,  but  of  course,  it  really  is  a  good 
thing  and  if  he  accomplishes  it,  my  best  thanks  are  due  to  him. 
Please  tell  him  so. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  hear  the  Chinese  cabbages  are 
turning  out  so  well;  I  am  really  sorry  I  cannot  taste  them.  I 
suppose  Lori  enjoys  them  hugely,  doesn’t  he? 

About  this  new  seedless  grape,  ’’Black  Lonukka”.  Yes, 

I  too  saw  them  in  England  and  could  not  obtain  much  information 
as  to  their  origin,  but  I  expect  them  to  come  from  Turkestan  or 
the  Caucasus.  Lr .  ]  aurice  ae  V.:  lmorin  told  me,  by  the  way,  that 
the  grapes  from  these  regions  are  of  no  use  in  Central  France, 
as  they  do  not  set  or  ripen;  probably  on  account  of  insufficient 

heat  and  of  too  much  atmospheric  moisture.  He  could  not  tell  me 
whether  they  behaved  better  in  Algeria,  but  I  suppose  they  do. 
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I  haven’t  heard  as  yet  of  ary  Russian  apple  stock  and 
am  making  inquiries.  In  Siberia  they  use  the  true  Siberian  crab 
as  stock,  but  it  does  not  dwarf  as  much  as  Paradise  or  Doucin. 

You  received  probably  my  full  report  about  the  crown  gall  disease, 
didn’t  you,  and  did  the  Azolla  arrive  in  good  shape?  I  hope  Ur. 
Young  will  make  use  of  these  post  cards  that  were  gotten  up 
especially  for  announcing'  me  whether  letters  or  packages  had 
arrived. 

Your  letter  of  October  6,  1909.  I  am  glad  you  will 
write  Mr.  Jean  Houzeau  de  Dehaie  and  p  in  touch  with  him. 

He  really  is  one  of  the  few  experts  in  the  world  on  bamboos  and 
if  some  kind  of  an  employment  is  not  available  for  him,  we 
ought  almost  to  have  him  make  a  full  report  of  the  bamboo  in¬ 
dustry  in  Algeria;  for,  the  experiences  of  the  French  there  in 
Ilorth  Africa  can  be  applied  almost  immediately  to  California 
and  to  parts  of  Arizona. 

I  just  got  a  long  and  interesting  personal  letter 
from  Hr.  de  Lehaie.  He  writes  me  that  he  is  sorry  there  ia 
only  such  a  very  short  article  about  the  bamboos  in  our  year¬ 
book  for  1908.  He  says  he  would  like  to  compose  a  long  and 
instructive  piece  of  writing  in  our  next  yearbook.  Ye  also 
suggests  to  plant  our  bamboos  there  in  Brooksville  earlier  than 
we  intend  to  do,  viz.,  in  ITovember  or  December.  Tflfti  other  that 
would  be  better  than  February  or  early  ’  arch  is  a  thing  I 
myself  doubt,  but,  if  possible,  some  experiment  ought  to  be 
made  to  settle  this  very  difficult  question  of  transplanting. 
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In  Peking  the  Chinese  say,  '’transplant  in  the  hottest  month  of  the 
year,”in  Central  China  one  hears,  "In  early  fell  is  the  best  time," 
and  in  Japan  it  seems  that  early  spring  is  preferred.  I  myself 
would  prefer  the  time  that  the  new  growth  begins  to  appear,  but 
of  course,  in  our  case  where  the  plants  have  -to  be  transported  for 
such  a  long  distance  and  where  the  summer’s  heat  and  drought  grows  so 
strong  all  of  a  sudden  as  in  Florida,  we  better  have  our  plants 
established  when  the  new  growth  appears.  Vr .  De  Lehaie  also  draws 
our  attention  to  the  danger  of  having  plots  of  bamboos  with  running 
rhizomes  planted  too  closely  together  and  where  one  species  then 
often  annihilates  the  other  or  mixes  up  so  baclly  that  study  is 
impossible.  That  is  a  fact,  as  you  also  probably  have  seen  on 
your  travels  and  I  strongly  recommend  to  keep  the  plots  of  those 
large  running  kinds  at  a  distance  of  at  least  100  feet,  if  possible. 
You  know  those  rhizomes  often  push  10  feet  ahead  per  year.  In 
Peking  the  common  fhyllostachys  henonis  moves  3  feet  per  year  and 
that  is  only  the  small  variety  and  growing  in  an  unfavorable  climate. 
It  may  come  to  pass  that  our  whole  EO  acres  there  in  Brooksville  will 
be  quite  insufficient  to  harbor  all  the  various  species  we  may  bring 
in. 

I  also  received  a  letter  from  l'r.  Stairs  of  the  Agri¬ 
cultural  College  at  Cuelph,  Ontario,  which  I  enclose  herewith  and 
which  I  wish  to  see  filed  or  turned  over  to  the  public  printer  or 
whosoever  takes  notice  of  such  requests.  I  wrote  Kr.  Stairs  already 
that  I  would  have  notice  taken  of  his  request;  so  further  action  is 
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not  necessary.  I  rind  that  my  correspondence,  official  as  well  as 
personal,  which  had  "begun  to  slacken  so  nicely  while  in  America, 
"begins  to  grow  again  considerably  for  several  persons  in  Europe 
whom  I  met  on  these  last  voyages  have  entered  into  correspondence 
with  me. 

Yesterday  I  spent  the  whole  day  in  the  Herbarium  of 
the  Berlin  3otanical  Gardens,  but  it  is  strictly  systematically 
arranged  and  some  genera  also  according  to  monographs  and  besides 
that,  they  are  overhauling  whole  families,  so  it  is  far  from  easy 
to  find  things.  Kew  remains  still  the  very  best  of  all  "European 
and  American  gardens  for  richness  of  material  and  for  facilities 
of  study. 

Well,  in  another  letter  more  about  my  observations 
these  last  times.  I  remain, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

FRANK  N.  OYER. 


Berlin,  Germany, 

November  3,  1909. 


Dear  Hr.  Fairchild: 

In  former  letters  and  cards  I  spoke  of  having  visited 
the  Hesse  Nurseries  at  Jeener,  Hanover,  Germany.  'ell,  I  herewith 
will  write  a  few  details  about  it.  Hr.  Herman  A.  Hesse  started  on 
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a  very  small  scale  about  30  years  ago  there  in  the  northwest  corner 
of  Germany  close  to  the  Dutch  frontier  and  today  his  nurseries 
occupy  over  130  Hectare  and  are  still  expanding.  His  soil  is  mostly 
sandy  peat,  an  ideal  soil  for  the  propagation  of  small  plants  and 
the  climate  is  cool  and  maritime,  being-  close  to  the  forth  3ea. 

Their  specialty  is  conifers  of  all  descriptions,  but  woody  plants 
in  general  are  also  much  propagated.  Mr.  Hesse  makes  it  a  practice 
to  purchasing  as  many  nev/  pla.nts  as  are  being  offered  by  other 
nurseries  and  I  found  on  hi 3  place  to  my  surprise  most  of  the  plants 
that  Veitch  has  introduced  through  Yilson.  There  are  also  several 
rare  species  of  Pinus  sent  in  by  Jurpus  from  Mexico.  Of  Pinus 
bungeana  they  had  a  whole  frame  full,  but — they  were  only  seedlings 
and  cost  35  marks  per  hundred!  In  maples  they  have  some  very  rare 
species  and  varieties.  Acer  creticum,  for  instance,  is  a  small 
evergreen  maple,  Acer  mandshuricum  assumes  beautiful  scarlet  colors 
in  fall  and  has  trifoliate  leaves.  Amygdalus  nana  from  Turkestan, 
although  rare  and  ornamental,  offers  little  of  economic  value.  The 
hybrids  between  Forsythia  su3pensa  and  F.  vividissima,  especially 
Forsythia  intermedia  densiflora  and  Forsythia  intermedia  vitellina 
are  strikingly  handsome  and  well  worth  becoming-  better  known. 

Populus  alba  nivea  is  a  very  white-leaved  poplar,  extremely  cheery 
against  dark  backgrounds.  Viburnum  alni  folium  has  often  enormous 
leaves,  which  color  deep  bronze  in  autumn.  'Phis  species  seems  to 
love  a  moist,  peaty  soil,  as  it  doesn’t  do  well  on  dry  or  sandy 
soils.  In  the  maples  there  is  also  the  rare  leer  eras sipes  with 
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characteristic,  rather  thick  leaves.  3he  little-known  Bronssonetia 
Xazinoki  is  also  quite  interesting.  It  doesn’t  seem  to  grow  as  tall 
or  as  rapidly  as  3.  papyri fera.  In  Cornus  I  noticed  the  golden- 
leaved  Cornus  alha  Spathii  and  the  dark- violet  colored  leaved  C.  Hessii 
which  came  from  seed  that  was  sent  in  from  Siberia.  Mien  I  saw  how 
Cotoneaster  grafted  on  Sorbus  aucuparia  grew  almost  fa.ster  than  on 
their  own  roots.  They  even  had  grafted  than  on  stems  8  feet  tall  and 
they  could  well  he  used  in  gardens  of  small  dimensions.  Skq chorda 
Criraldi  is  a  new  species  from  Vfestern  China,  said  to  he  better  than 
the  ordinary  kinds  of  pearl-hushes,  lagnolia  salicifolia,  from  Japan, 
is  also  very  little  -mown  as  yet.  lalus  nietzwetzkyana  is  sold  here 
as  an  ornamental  flowering  apple.  I  also  saw  how  rare  willows  are 
grafted  on  Salix  alha  and  perhaps  also  on  other  species  and  rare 
species  of  iorbus  all  go  on  Sorhus  aucuparia.  Miese  modern  nursery¬ 
men  graft  or  hud  the  majority  of  their  plants  nowadays.  ''ilia  mon¬ 
go  liaa  with  leaves  like  a  Vitis  is  also  interesting  and  may  he 
extremely  hardy.  Cfaere  were  also  nearly  all  the  ordinary  well-known 
shrubs  and  trees  hut  it  is  no  use  writing  about  them.  I  requested 
T!r .  Hesse  to  send  you  a  catalogue  and  trust  it  will  reach  you  soon. 

Tie  one  object  against  visiting  this  interesting  nursery  is  the  fact 
that  it  is  in  such  an  out-of-the-way  corner;  to  illustrate  this  I 
may  say  that  I  left  Hamburg  October  15  at  7  A.H.  had  to  change  cars 
and  wait  in  Bremen  and  in  Oldenburg  and  arrived  at  Teener  at  1  P.1/1, 
and  the  next  day  Ih'd  the  sane  thing,  leaving  eener  at  3:40  P.K. 


I  had  to  change  and  wait  age  in  in  Leer,  Oldenburg  and  remen  and 


arrived,  in  Hamburg  at  11:  oO  P.l  .  They  told  me  in  summer  there  is 
a  better  service,  however.  The  one  great  advantage,  however,  to 
?r.  Hesse  is  this:  his  working  men  do  not  readily  leave  him  on 
account  ot  expense  ol  travel  and  as  such  he  is  assured  of  a  steady 
supply  at  low  prices,  a  thing  nurseries  near  large  cities  are  ab¬ 
solutely  unable  to  obtain  nowadays,  as  I  was  repeatedly  assured 
these  last  months  in  various  plaees. 

I  had  many  talks  with  Mr.  Hesse  and  he  will  be  very 
pleased  to  send  us  such  things  as  we  want,  for  things  that  we  have 
to  offer. 

How  that  I  speak  about  Nurseries,  I  will  also  take 
the  celebrated  3path  Nurseries,  Baumsohul enweg  near  Berlin.  I 
spent  there  two  solid  days,  vis.,  October  27  and  28  and  saw  only 
part  O.L.  it  as  it  covers  325  Hectaren  and  is  also  still  growing. 

It  is  much  easier  to  reach  than  the  Hesse  Nurseries,  but  still  it 
takes  about  a  solid  hour  from  the  heart  of  Berlin  to  its  gates, 
by  railroad  and  by  electric  cars.  These  3path  Nurseries  are  a 
very  large  establishment,  with  several  hundred  people  daily  at  work 
and  in  asking  for  Mr#  Spath  and  stating  my  mission,  I  was  directed 
to  the  dendrologist,  I'r.  Hugo  Jensen,  whom  I  found  extremely  well 
informed  f  7  .ry  pleasant  ways.  I  found  these  nurseries  not 

as  rich  in  conifers  as  those  of  1 2  .  Hesse  and  the  soil  is  nearly 
entirely  pure  sand,  but  there  was  a  small  arboretum  which  contained 
a  number  of  interesting  shrubs  and  trees,  noth  nurseries  haven*'; 
put  all  their  plants  in  their  catalogues,  but  it  seemed  to  me  that 
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rr.  Hesse  in  general  had  more  real  novelties  in  trees  and  shrubs, 
but  that  the  3path  ITur  series  possess  the  greatest  variety  of  decid¬ 
uous  trees  and  shrubs.  I  saw  some  interesting 'hybrids  between 
da lus  pruni folia  pendrla  and  Id.  flcribunda,  also  between  E»  nietz- 
wetzkyana  and  !'.  floribunda,  the  ideal  being  to  obtain  more  weeping 
forms  of  various  large  flowering  ornamental  apples.  According  to 
what  I  saw,  they  are  faifcly  well  on  the  road  to  see  their  ideals 
realized  and  if  this  goes  well  with  apples,  vhy  should n* t  flowering 
cherries  be  crossed  also  to  obtain  still  better  types.  You  receive 
the  dpath  catalogue,  isn’t  it,  so  I  hardly  need  to  tell  you  what 
they  possess  here,  but  there  are  a  few  things  well  worth  a  special 
mentioning,  viz.,  edible  mountain-ash  berries,  porous  sucuparia 
moravica.  So  auc.  rossica  and  S.  auc.  ross.  major,  vide  Pages  49 
and  50  of  Spath  1905-10  catalogue.  Yhese  varieties  deserve,  in  my 
opinion,  a  very  good  trial  in  such  of  our  northern  States  where 
these  mountain  ashes  thrive,  they  may  form  an  appreciated  addition 
to  the  home  fruits.  Yhe  plum-apricot  (Prunus  da sy car pa  "hrh )  is 
also  something  of  interest.  Jir.  Jensen,  told  me  it  was  a  fine 
fruit  to  eat.  (Page  50).  Then  in  roses  I  was  informed  that  the 
European  nurserymen  are  still  looking  for  a  climbing  rose  with 
bright  yellow  flowers.  Jell,  let  them  experiment  with  this  double 
yellow  Jo sa  seanthinga  of  which  Idr.  Oliver  possesses  perhaps  the 
only  specimen  outside  of  China.  In  maples  I  noticed  ncer  pennsyl- 
vanicum  erythrocladum  with  beautiful  carmen-red  twigs,  especially 


attractive  in  winter  time.  Alnus  rhomb ifolia  and  Alnus  Spaeth ii 
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are  two  very  attractive  alders,  well  worth  being  planted  in  parks. 
Betula  medwediervi,  a  new  spscie  of  birch  from  the  Caucasus,  with 
leaves  more  like  an  alder  than  a  birch.  Forsythia  intermedia 
spectabilis  again  a  new  form  of  hese  golden  bell  bushes.  1,'orus 
alba  aurea,  a  rare  golden  mulberry,  not  only  having  golden  leaves, 
but  also  yellow  twigs,  making  it  an  attractive  shrub  even  in 
winter.  Biotinia  villosa  laevis,  a  rare  rosaceous  shrub,  loaded  in 
fall  with  scarlet  berries  and  having  then  colored  foliage  too,  which 
persists  for  a  long  time  into  winter.  LIv.ny  species  and  forms  of  both 
Pirus  and  lalus,  some  perhaps  of  great  value  as  stocks  in  various 
regions.  Prunus  lauro  cerasus  schipkaensis  and  Pr.  lauroc.  schipk. 
Zabeliana,  both  not  as  handsome  s  the  ordinary  kind,  but,  extremely 
hardy,  especially  the  last,  v/hich  may  do  ell  even  in  our  northern 
states  and  be  an  appreciated  low  evergreen  shrub.  Ilany  species  of 
Ribes  for  breeding  purposes.  Pobinia  Holdtii  Britzensis,  a  hybrid 
Robinia,  extremely  floriferous  and  keeping-  its  foliage  a  long  time, 
a  very  good  tree  for  small  gardens  as  a  single  specimen.  Salix  alba 
vitellina  pendula,  a  very  good  weeping  willowy. growing  to  perfection 
in  the  vicinity  of  Berlin  on  very  poor  soil,  but  loving  to  be  near 
the  water,  may  be  fit  for  our  northern  states,  as  it  is  said  to  be 
much  hardier  than  3alix  babylonica.  I.'any  species  and  varieties  of 
Sorbus,  liKe  S.  pohua3hanensis,  S.  pekinensis,  3_.  thianshanica,  all 
rather  recently  introduced  and  resembling-  in  the  young  state  at  least, 
one  another  very  much.  Ulmus  c^mp'  stris  umbraculif era,  the  round¬ 


headed  elm  from  Central  Asia,  may  be  fit  as  a  shade  tree  in  our  semi- 
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arid  states.  I  also  saw  some  new  species  of  Berber is  introduced 
from  Turkestan,  a  new  Tilia  from  the  same  region  and  some  minor 
things.  Flea-gnus  hortensis,  apricots  and  peaches  from  the  same 
regions  had  failed  to  ripen  fruits  as  yet.  lit*.  Jensen  told  me 
that  they  had  sent  him  stones  of  a  peach  said  to  grow  as  large  as 
a  child’ s  head,  also  occurring  in  Central  Asia.  He  showed  me  a 
tree  that  had  come  up  from  a  seed  of  this  variety,  hut  one  could 
clearly  see  the  Berlin  climate  was  too  cold  for  it.  I  showed  Id*. 
Jensen  some  of  the  photos  I  took  in  China  and  vhen  he  saw  those 
round-headed  willows  and  pyramidal  poplars  he  asked  whether  they 
could  not  obtain  some  from  us  in  exchange  for  material  they  have. 

He  suggested  that  our  office  make  up  a  list  of  material  for  ex¬ 
change  and  they  will  do  the  same,  of  their  rare  things.  Only,  and 
that  is  a  had  only,  Germany  does  not  admit  woody  plants  to  he 
introduced  from  the  United  States,  China  or  Japan,  so  seeds  are 
always  the  best,  hut  when  cuttings  are  sent  by  sample  post  and 
not  by  parcel  post,  then  they  generally  arrive  in  good  shape,  as 
the  postal  authorities  do  not  have  the  time  to  inspect  every  sample 
package.  This  information  is,  of  oourse,  confidential.  This  whole 
entomological  inspection  business  is  very  strange  to  comprehend. 
Ungland,  France  and  perhaps  Belgium,  too,  allow  Oriental  plants  to 
be  introduced  from  their  countries  of  -origin  and  Germany  allows  again 
English  and  French  plants  to  be  introduced  into  her  territory,  so 
how  are  they  going  to  keep  the  insects  out? 

Last  Sunday,  October  31,  1909,  Ur.  Jensen  shewed  me 
around  through  some  of  the  villa  parks  and  suburbs  of  merlin  and 
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pointed  out  some  of  the  planting's  made  t >y  the  Spath  Ifurseries. 
I  saw  to  my  surprise  that  several  of  the  American  oaks  like 
Ouercus  rubra,  Q.  polustris,  Q.  tinctoria  and  hybrids  between 
them  make  excellent  street  trees  here  on  this  sandy  soil  of 
Prussia.  American  lindens,  catalpa  syringaefolia.  Tax odium 
distichum,  Prunus  virginiana  and  many  American  hawthorns  were 
to  be  noticed  in  several  places  and  all  doing  well.  Berlin 
certainly  takes  care  of  its  streets  and  its  parks  and  even 
small  house  owners  develop  an  originality  in  beautifying  their 
grounds  that  is  as  remarkable  as  it  is  praise-worthy.  The 
world  at  large  can  learn  still  much  here  in  this  land,  where 
the  people  are  just  now  living  in  a  second  renaissance! 

Last  Priday,  October  29,  I  visited  Count  Schwerin, 
at  liyrow,  Prussia,  who  is  President  of  the  Deutsche  Dendro- 
logischen  G-eselschaft  and  who  is  a  specialist  on  maples  and 
elders.  I  had  been  recommended  by  a  few  people  to  see  his 
place,  but — it  is  not  worth  the  trouble.  The  arboretum  which 
this  gentleman  is  establishing  is  quite  new,  trees  are  not 
labeled  and  not  well  arranged  and  although  one  can  see  a  few 
very  large  Pogulus  alba  and  some  other  things,  it  is  not  worth 
a  special  trip  for  a  man  like  myself.  Count  Schwerin  asked  me 
to  remember  him  especially  in  case  I  find  any  maples  on  my 
journeys,  so  you  know  herewith  where  we  can  send  them  to,  in 
case  we  have  some  to  spare.  I  noticed,  however,  one  very 
remarkable  item  on  his  place,  viz.,  hot  beds  made  from  boards 
of  reenforced  concrete  cement  and  such  frames  can  be  taken  to 
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pieces  and  removed  if  wanted,  ^e  head  Gardner  told  me  they 
were  better  than  either  brick  or  wood,  the  first  admits  the 
cold  too  much  and  the  last  rots  too  quickly.  These  individual 
boards  and  coverpieees  are  quite  heavy,  however,  but  a  large 
nursery  could  make  thorn  themselves  in  times  of  scarcity  of 
field  work;  the  address  of  the  German  concern  which  makes 
these  framces  is:  Eisenwerke  in  Tangelhutte,  Germany  (lark 
verwaltung) ,  maybe  they  have  a  catalogue  and  we  could  obtain 
some  ideas  from  them. 

I  also  see  in  one  of  my  notes  that  I  have  to  write 
you  fuller  about  Leon  Chenault  &  3on,  nurserymen,  70  Route 
d’Olivet,  Orleans,  France,  whom  I  visted  on  October  4,  1909. 
They  are  both  very  intelligent,  father  and  son,  and  the  first 
especially  .mows  a  tremendous  number  of  plants.  They  are  such 
experts  at  propagating  rare  plants  that  whomever  Mr.  Maurice 
de  .llmorin  has  anything  he  can’t  make  much  headway  with,  he 
turns  it  over  to  Messrs.  Chenault.  It  was  from  them  that  I 
heard  how  the  evergreen  Californian  cherry,  j runus  illicifolia 
can  be  grafted  onto  the  deciduous  P»  mahaleb  and  is  then  end¬ 
lessly  easier  to  transplant  as  when  grown  on  its  own  roots. 

I  requested  them  to  send  you  their  catalogue  and 
suppose  you  obtained  it  already.  They  were  very  eager  to 
obtain  plants  from  us  which  are  rare  or  beautiful  and  I  suppose 
our  office  has  to  make  out  a  list  of  material  available  for 
exchange.  .Some  Plants  I  noticed  with  the  Chennaults  that  were 
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rare  and  attractive,  like  the  new  evergreen  Lonicera  pileata, 
the  new  Osmanthus  delava yi,  which  I  do  not  take  to  he  hardy 
in  America,  north  of  Augusta,  Georgia.  Ailanthus  glundulosa 
Giraldi  and  A .  g .  pe ndu 1 1 f o 1 ia ,  both  with  enormous  leaves. 
Clerodendron  Pargesii  with  pur  pi  i  sh  leaves  and  not  as  badly 
smelling  as  Clerodendron  tan  eanum.  Gleditsia  inermis  elegantis- 
sima,  a  honey  locust  of  peculiar  growth  and  of  use  as  a  standard 
tree  in  formal  gardens.  Kbelreuteria  japonica,  of  a  very  compact 
growth  and  less  straggling  than  K.  paniculate..  Loropetalui 
chinense,  a  very  interesting  shrub  of  which  I  also  took  a  plant 
with  me  from  China.  Populus  angum  ta  cordata  robusta,  a  roost 
remarkable  vigorous  species,  Sorbus  cuspidata,  a  very  striking 
species,  may,  however,  not  be  quite  hardy  in  the  northeastern 
states  as  most  Himalayan  plants  do  not  stand  the  climate  of  the 
’iJast.  Tamar ix  hispida  aostiralis,  an  elegant  small  bush,  ex¬ 
tremely  floriferous,  good  for  bedding  even  in  paries. 

Among  the  asters  I  found  some  remarkable  soft  and 
beautiful  nuances,  li.ee  Beauty  of  Coiwall  (lavender),  Feltham 
blue  (dark  blu.e),  A.  ibericus  ultra  marin,  (very  dark  violet- 
blue),  1'adam  Gouchault  (rose  color/,  I'esa  rande,  (deep  violet), 
Nova  Angliae  praecox  and  praecox  rubra  (both  reddish  striking), 
Perry1 s  favorite  (pink),  Fresi  ent  Kruger  (silvery  blue,  very 
soft),  Psyche  (soft  blue),  Preciosa,  (very  daric  blue).  Salvia 
azurea  grandiflora,  a  very  fine  variety  of  deep  blue. 

■Tell,  hr.  Fairchild,  this  is  a  substantial  message 
and  I  better  reserve  my  report  on  the  Botanical  Gardens  of 
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Hamburg  and  Berlin  for  another  letter.  I  remain 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
FRANK  N.  MEIER. 


Berlin,  Germany, 

1'Iovember  3,  1909. 


Dear  Kr.  Fairchild: 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  5  packages  of  printed  matter. 
I.  is  a  guide  to  Bretagne  and  adjoining  territory  and  may  be  of 
use  to  our  office  some  day.  I  wish  you  would  give  it  a  place 
among  your  other  guide  books.  Package  II  i3  a  little  guide  to 
Anger s  with  maps  and  may  also  be  of  use  in  ce,se  another  one 
goes  again  to  that  region  of  France.  Pa c  .age  III  is  a  little 
alburn  of  the  Hamburg  Botanical  Gardens  and  Museum,  showing  what 
an  attractive  place  it  is.  ’'o.  '  /  is  a  little  public-  tion  1  rom 
the  Horticultural  Society  of  Angers,  France,  but  as  there  are 
some  notes  in  it  concerning  diseases  on  Anenomes,  Oaits,  7itis, 
etc.,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  some  pathologist  in  our  Depart¬ 
ment.  No.  V  contains  a  most  ridiculous  french  horticultural 
paper  in  v.hich  creations  a  la  Burbank  are  being  shown.  They 
are  full  of  wit,  though.  Ihere  are  also  two  guides  in  this 
passage,  one  from  Hagenbeck*  s  Tier  park  near  Hamburg  and  the 
other  from  the  Zoological  .Garden  here  in  Berlin.  In  case  you 
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do  not  want  them  yourself  I  would  like  to  see  them  given  to 
Dr.  3aker  who  may  find  some  suggestions  in  them  applicable  to 
our  Zoo  in  Washington. 


Trusting  these  five  parcels  will  reach  you  O.K. ,  I 
remain,  Sir, 


Very  sincerely  yours, 
..  K  '.  ’ 


Dear  lrr .  fa  i  rch  i  1  d: 


Berlin,  Germany, 

November  4,  1909. 


Herewith  I  am  sending  you  by  sample  post  a  piece  of 
paper  as  used  by  the  firm  of  Barbier  &  Co.,  nurserymen  at  Orleans, 
France,  as  lining  in  boxes  in  which  they  ship  deciduous  trees 
and  shrubs,  for  they  have  found  out  that  deciduous  material 
travels  much  better  in  nearly  air-tight  packages  than  in  open 
ones,  while  conifers  and  evergreens  are  just  the  opposite, 
wanting  a  maximum  of  air  and  light  while  in  transit. 

This  paper  might  perhaps  be  adopted  by  us  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  our  shipping  business,  that  is,  if  it  is  to  be  had 
in  America.  I  remain,  Sir, 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


f  it.  i::yer. 
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Lear  Lr .  Jai  r chi  1  &: 


Berlin,  Germany, 

Hovember  4,  1909. 


Today  I  will  write  you  some  of  my  observations  on  the 
Botanical  Gardens  and  luseum  of  Hamburg  and  on  those  of  erlin. 
Well,  as  I  v/rote  you  in  connection  with  the  Azolla  investigation 
I  arrived  in  Hamburg  October  12  and  spent  that  day  and  the  next 
mainly  in  the  Botanical  Gardens  and  the  Botanical  Iluseum.  In 
the  gardens  they  have  a  good  many  very  interesting  plants,  like 
many  rare  water  plants,  liver  mosses  and  rare  greenhouse  plants. 
I  saw,  for  instance,  for  the  first  time,  a  tank  with  -angroves; 
seedlings  of  the  remarkable  elnirtschia  mirabilis;  seedlings 
of  all  sorts  of  insectivorous  plants,  for  instance,  whole  frames 
full  of  Jarlingtonia  calif ornica,  of  .^ionaea  muscipula,  of 
Lroseras,  Sarracenias,  linguiculas,  and  others;  all  admittedly 
hard  to  keep,  not  to  say  to  raise  from  seeds.  In  one  house  they 
had  several  seedlings  of  lyrmecodia  eehinata  from  Java,  also  a 
rare  plant  in  cultivation.  As  the  garden  is  not  large  and  can 
not  be  extended,  they  seem  to  make  it  a  practice  rather  to  have 
some  rare  things,  than  stuff  that  everyone  possesses.  Lx.  C. 
Y/idmaier,  the  inspector,  would  be  very  pleased  to  obtain  from 
us  some  litchella  repens,  with  soil  attac!  ed  to  the  roots. 

As  this  plant  grows  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  L.  C. ,  too, 

I  do  not  suppose  there  will  be  much  difficulty  in  forwarding 
him  a  sample  or  two.  rhey  also  like  to  get  seeds  of  rare 
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insectivorous  plants  like  from  our  Sarracenias,  Dionaea,  etc. 

I  suppose,  however,  that  we  ourselves  cannot  obtain  such  seeds 
very  well,  isn’t  it?  Dr.  Vilhelm  Heering  also  gave  me  a  list 
of  live  plants  whey  have  ready  for  exchange.  I  enclose  it 
herewith,  though  it  seems  to  me  there  isn’t  much  in  it  that 
we,  in  our  rather  economic  tendencies,  are  able  to  use.  The 
Botanical  T'useum  of  Hamburg  is  extremely  interesting  and  it 
is  a  sad  thing  that  we  have  nothing  of  the  kind  in  Washington. 
They  have  all  sorts  of  tropical  fruits  there  in  alcohol,  like 
breadfruit,  jackfruit,  Duria  Vhamboutans,  litchees,  etc.  Some 
of  these  rare  fruits  I  saw  there  for  the  firs  time  in  my  life, 
like  Theobroma  bioolor,  which  you  also  saw  somewhere  in  Brazil, 
wasn’t  it?  hen  there  are  all  possible  kinds  of  fibres,  oils, 
varnishes,  dyes,  rubbers,  among  which  some  very  rare  ones.  The 
tuber- rubber  from  Central  Africa  is  diaphionacme  util is,  Stapf. 
which  they  tried  to  grow,  but  lo.;t  again.  Th e  museum  is,  of 
course,  too  small,  like  all  museums  nowadays,  but  still  even  it 
is  extremely  instructive  and  of  enormous  assistance  in  determin¬ 
ing  materials  that  are  being  sent  in.  hen  one  tells  these 
people  here  in  Germany  that  we  do  not  even  have  a  Botanical 
museum  in  'Washington  in  connection  with  our  Department,  they 
are  all  surprised  and  ask  the  reasons  why. 

This  Botanical  Institute  made  the  impression  upon  me 
of  being  a  small  agricultural  Department  in  itself.  They  have 
quite  a  staff  of  technical  people;  are  making  analysis  of  var¬ 
ious  things  sent  in;  test  seeds  for  germinating  powers  and 
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purity,  etc.  nhey  also  have  a  growing-  herbarium  and  have 
purchased  quite  recently  the  ’.'.’hole  collection  oi'  dried  plants 
and  microscopical  preparata  from  the  widow  of  jir  George  Brandis, 
the  eminent  expert  on  Indian  woods  and  bamboos.  In  the  garden 
I  noticed  a  rather  rare  Colchloum,  vis.,  8.  byzanthinum,  which 
is  far  more  ornamental  than  the  ordinary  G.  autumnalc  and  is 
well  worth  being  planted  in  our  parks  if  it  stands  the  American 
climate . 

And  now  we  corne  to  the  New  Botanical  Gardens  at 
jahlem  near  3erlin,  where  I  have  spent  several  days  of  late. 

Well,  my  private  opinion  is,  that  as  a  whole  this  garden  is 
very  interesting,  but  —  the  Geographical  arrangement  is  not 
altogether  a  success.  It  i s  an  excellent  thin  to  have  in  a 
very  large  botanical  garden  a  geographical  section,  hut — in 
a  garden  like  here  in  Dahlern,  which  is  far  too  small  to  accom¬ 
modate  all  plants  that  are  able  to  grow  outdoors,  there  the 
geographical  arrangement  i  s  somewhat  detrimental  to  the  purpose 
of  it,  viz. ,  to  facilitate  study*  Geographical  arrangement 
■  lao  necessitates  the  having  of  many  duplicates  and  plants 
that  cannot  very  well  be  placed  congenially  together  in  rate  r 
limited  areas.  The  ideal  botanical  garden  should  be  treated 
in  the  main  systematically,  while  suitable  loc-.uions  should 
have  i.ore  oe  above  a  rigid  system,  however.  'Il.t.ii  trees, 
shrubs,  herbaceous  perennials  and  annuals  should  all  be  kept 
separate.  Prom  each  species,  several  specimens  should  be  kept, 
from  different  localities  so  as  to  show  variability,  adaptation, 
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etc.  All  specimens,  however,  Ln  fehe  ayst  : cal  section  should 
be  the  strictly  botanical  types  such  as  found  in  the  wild  state. 

»xt  to  these  botanical  collections,  groups  of  plants  have  to  be 
planted  showing  their  horticultural  value,  liice  a  section  of 
weeping  trees  and  shrubs  of  all  forms,  a  section  of  golden  leaved 
ones,  of  section  of  such  as  have  a  pyramidal  or  f&stigiate  habit, 
etc.  Such  sections  would  be  of  the  greatest  interest  to  nursery¬ 
men  and  proprietors  of  private  places  and  others  wanting  instruc¬ 
tion  on  the  selection  of  suitable  varieties.  Here  in  the  Bahlem 
gardens  there  are  a  few  small  groups  in  the  morphological  section 
where  this  last  principle  is  carried  out  to  some  extent,  but  it 
is  far  from  complete.  I  hope  we  will  be  •  ble  to  do  it  some  day 
in  the  United  States. 

One  very  fine  way  of  arranging-  tall  climbing-  plants 
here  in  Dahlem  is  the  way  they  have  erected  large  pergolas  of 
tall  slender  poles  of  yellow  locust  wood  and  there  these  much 
space  needing  climbers  have  comfort  and  look  natural.  An  im¬ 
provement  on  these  acacia  poles  whichrot  rather  quickly  would 
be  poles  of  reenforced  concrete  of  a  dark  green  or  reddish  color; 
such  concrete  poles  would  not  rust  or  tot  and  would  be  congenial 
to  the  plants  too.  The  direction  of  this  Berlin  Botanical  Garden 
is,  as  you  know,  under  Professor  A.  Sngler  and  this  gentleman  has 

the  name  to  be  somewhat  despotic.  Well,  according  to  what  I  saw 
I  have  come  to  the  same  conclusion,  for  instance,  I  will  note 
down  a  few  directions  to  be  seen  here  and  there.  The  picking- 
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off  of  parts  of  plants  will  bo  treated  as  cordon  thefti  To 
taxe  photographs  is  not  permitted,  photograph! c  apparatus  must 
be  left  with  the  gate  keepers.  Children  under  10  years  of  age 
are  not  allowed,  even  when  accompanied  by  their  parents.  (This 
last  direction  is  semi-barbaric,  as  I  s  v/  how  a  very  decent 
couple  had  come  down  from  Berlin  to  see  the  garden,  but  having 
a  nice  little  girl  of  about  7  years  of  age  with  them,  were  not 
allowed  to  enter  the  garden.)  Or.  Sundays  and  holidays  the 
garden  is  positively  closed.  This  is  also  a  most  unfortunate 
rule,  for  how  can  a  working  man  who  loves  plants  afford  to  take 
a  week  day  off  to  see  plants?  Above  the  systematic  division 
one  finds  these  inviting  inscriptions:  "Bint r it  nur  gegen  besondere 
Brlaubnis  gestattet.  One  is  also  prohibited  from  walking  on  the 

grass. ”  As  several  plants  and  trees  are  standing,  however,  far 
from  the  roads,  it  means  that  one  is  denied  the  pleasure  of  exam¬ 
ining  such  plants  closely  or  reading  their  names.  'Jell,  all  I 
hope  is  this,  that  the  Berlin  public  some  of  these  days  will 
raise  a  ho wing  protest  against  these  outrageous  rules.  Of  course, 

I  admit  that  our  so-called  Botanical  Garden  in  Washington,  D.  C. , 
is  also  closed  on  Sundays,  but  then,  any  person  with  some  sense 
knows  that  place  to  be  only  a  3otanical  Garden  in  name  and  a 
standing  disgrace  to  the  American  Nation  in  its  present  3hape 
and  ways.  I  cannot  say  so  very  much  about  the  plants  in  general 
in  the  Dahl  era  Botanical  Gardens.  While  in  a  large  garden,  with 
live  material  it  is  attractive,  in  a  museum  it  is  decidedly  a 
failure.  Everything  is  new  and  young  and  they  are  still  rearrang- 
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ing  several  groups.  I  was  struck,  however,  with  the  beauty  of 
a  clump  of  Sanbucus  glauca  from  our  Pacific  Coast;  these  shrubs 
with  their  beautiful  blue-white  berries  were  decidedly  attrac¬ 
tive.  Hippo phae  rhamnoides  in  varieties  with  dark  and  light 
orange  and  yellow  berries  were  also  strikingly  beautiful. 

Alnus  cor  data,  var.  genuina,  from  the  northern  Caucasus  has 
very  dark  green  leaves,  is  of  a  spreading  habit  and  retains 
its  foliage  until  after  heavy  frosts.  Rhododendron  dahuricum 
was  in  bloom  and  proves  very  hardy.  It  is  a  deciduous  species 
and  could  perhaps  be  used  as  a  factor  in  creating  hardier 
Rhododendrons  that  would  be  able  to  stand,  for  instance,  the 
rinnesota  and  Wisconsin  climates.  Prunus  sibirica  has  a  future 
as  an  hardy,  ornamental  shrub  or  snail  tree  in  our  northern 
states,  The  conifers  in  general  were  not  very  healthy  looking. 
The  soil  is  pure  sand  and  the  water  drains  off  very  quickly  on 
account  of  the  topographie  of  the  whole  garden  being  so  undu¬ 
lating.  I  had  talks  with  Prof.  A.  Ungler,  the  Director,  and 
Ur.  K.  Peters,  the  inspector,  and  heard  that  they  still  want 
more  alpine  plants  from  the  Rocky  Fountains  and  from  the  Appa¬ 
lachians.  Conifers  that  are  able  to  stand  more  drought  are 
also  badly  needed.  Some  seeds  of  the  northwestern  Aralia  horrida 
would  be  accepted  with  thanks.  Ur.  Peters  said  that  that  plant 
is  not  to  be  had  from  nurserymen.  I  noticed  that  many  scales 
occurred  on  the  trees,  especially  on  the  poplars,  dorbus  aucu- 


paria,  willows,  alders  and  Ulmas  sp.  Vih ether  the  drier  situa- 
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tions  than  those  plants  are  usually  placed  in,  have  brought 
about  these  parasites,  I  do  not  know,  but  there  were  a  good 
many,  as  you  probably  have  seen  by  the  samples  I  sent  in  some 
days  ago. 

Now  the  Botanical  museum  in  connection  v/ith  the  Berlin 

Botanical  Gardens,  where  I  also  spend  hall  a  day.  /ell,  there 

also  the  geographical  arrangement  has  been  introduced,  and  — 

v/hile  in  a  large  garden  with  live  material  it  is  attractive, 

in  a  museum  it  is  decidedly  a  failure.  7, hen  one  wants  to  study 

a  certain  family,  say  for  instance  Conifers,  one  has  to  hunt 

practically  through  all  sections  of  the  museum  and  ordinary 

mortals  have  no  time  any  more  nowadays  for  stich  things.  A 

museum  has  to  be  systematical ly  arranged  with  technic- economic 

sections,  if  possible,  for  instructing  the  technical  part  of 

mankind.  The  museum  is  quite  new,  of  course,  and  is  constantly 

being  dhanged  and  added  to,  so  maybe  after  some  years  it  will 

look  better,  but  in  my  opinion,  duplication  of  material  and 

multiplication  of  labor  cannot  be  excluded  when  the  geographical 

arrangement  is  being  clung  to.  Prof,  kigler  stated  he  would  be 

very  pleased  to  received  some  enlargements  of  some  photos  I  took 

in  China,  like  the  white-barked  pine,  "vegetations  bilder"  from 

v 

China,  etc.,  for  this  new  museum.  I  noticed  here  several  fine 
photos  of  Rocky  Mountain  flora,  of  I  editerranean  flora  and  others. 
There  is  a  Ir.  C.  A.  Burpus  somewhere  in  the  United  States  who 
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has  travelled  much  and  has  sent  in  some  fine  photos  of  Mexican 
flora  and  scenery.  I  was  told  this  lr .  Burpus  is  now  connected 
t’lth  the  Chicago  University.  Do  you  know  him?  He  seems  to  t>e 
an  exceptional  man,  he  and  his  brother  are  both  Germans  and  have 
collected  in  Colorado  for  a  German  nurseryman,  I  r.  )iech,  v;ho 
didn’t  treat  them  very  well,  however,  as  I  was  told.  One  brother 
returned  to  Germany  and  is  now  inspector  of  the  Botanical  Cardens 
at  Oamstadt  and  the  other  recently  made  an  extended  trip  into 
Mexico  and  is  then  now  apparently  in  Chicago. 

I  v^/rote  you  already  a  few  lines  how  I  found  the  her¬ 
barium  here  in  the  Botanic-. 1  Gardens.  It  is  decidedly  difficult 
to  study.  An  ideal  herbarium,  should  be  arranged  first,  of  course, 
according  to  the  n-  tural  system,  2nd,  each  genera  in  its  proper 
place  in  its  family  and  then  the  species  should  be  arranged  first 
alphabetically  and  secondary  geographically,  that  is,  if  we  taice, 
for  instance,  Jio spyro s  lotus.  It  comes,  of  course,  first  under 
Ubenaceae,  then  under  liospyros,  then  under  L.  in  this  family  and 
then  the  separate  specimens  follow  in  geographical  order  as  is 
practiced  in  tew.  "hen  when  looking  up  D.  lotus  one  finds  at 
once  that  its  range  is  enormous,  occuring  in  Asia  Minor,  the 
ITeditteranean,  the  Caucasus,  Central  Asia,  Afghanistan,  Szechuan, 

U 

Southern  China,  Central  China,  forth  China  and  Japan,  Yhen, 
however,  arranged  according  to  a  monograph,  one  first  has  to 
find  that  monograph  and  hunt  for- it  and  such  monographs  are  often 
in  the  possession  of  someone  who  studies  them  and  is  out  for 
ent.  I?o,  I  have  been  now  in  a  good  many  herbaria  of 
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late  and  find  that  for  a  sound  and  quick  method,  the  one  as  I 
described  is  the  best. 

A  model  herbarium  building  should  also  be  a  structure 
in  itself,  of  fireproof  material  throughout,  with  low  ceilings 
so  that  one  doesn’t  have  to  carry  step  ladders  around  and  shovel 
the  packages  of  plants  in  their  cupboards  a  ith  more  force  than 
is  good  for  them.  Plenty  of  working  space  is  also  needed;  then 
the  rooms  must  not  be  too  broad  so  as  not  permitting  the  light 
to  reach  even  the  middle  section  of  the  rooms.  A  cozy,  not  too 
large  reading  room  with  library  attached,  ought  to  be  in  the 
building.  Such  a  herbarium  and  Botanical  library  building-  could 
be  arranged  around  a  c curt  yard,  taking  care  to  have  the  big 
reading  room  windows  face  the  north  as  one  often  has  trouble 
now  in  several  reading  rooms  that  the  sunlight  shines  or  filters 
through  openings,  left  by  curtains. 

Well,  this  is  again  a  hole  lot  of  information.  I  am 
these  last  days  in  the  right  mood  of  noting-  these  things  down 
to  you.  We  have  had  some  5  days  wit  . out  seeing  the  sun  and  as 
you  know,  absence  of  sunlight,  when  not  prolonged  too  long-,  pro¬ 
duces  upon  the  Caucasian  race  the  remarkable  quality  of  becoming- 
more  fertile  in  thoughts. 

I  am  not  sure  that  I  will  select  a  large  city  as  my 
future  abode.  The  amount  of  time  one  spends  in  getting  to  and 
from  the  suburbs  is  really  tremendous.  To  go,  for  instance, 
here  from  the  heart  of  Berlin  to  the  Botanical  Carden  taices  a 
solid  hour  and  the  systems  of  transit  are  so  many  and  so  rather 
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complicated,  that  one  has  to  train  special  nerves  for  this 
"business.  The  Berlin  authorities  try  to  keep  trafic  on  the 
streets  down  to  a  minimum,  so  one  goes  mostly  by  railroads 
but  those  leave  all  from  regular  railroad  stations  and  several 
of  these  stations  are  not  yet  connected  except  by  a  very 
round-about  way  and  thus  one  has  to  take  motor  and  horse 
busses  to  reach  ones  railroad  stations  and  these  affairs 
are  trying  and  time-consuming. 

Well,  tomorrow  I  hope  to  say  goodbye  to  the  Berlin 
Botanical  Garden  authorities  and  oroceed  to  3reslau  to  meet 
my  interpreter  and  after  a  few  days  I  will  be  in  the  Russian 
capital,  'where  I  hope  to  find  some  important  mail. 

Hoping  you  are  able  to  wade  through  all  this  scrabble, 

I  remain 


Very  sincerely  yours, 
FRANK  N.  MEY  .  i 


P.S.  lv~y  best  regards  also  to  all  those  who  read  this. 

I  am  also  sending  you  herewith  a  guide  with  map  of 
the  hew  Botanical  Garden  at  Dahlem.  It  may  come  in  handy  some 
day.  I  marked  the  package  VI  in  conformity  with  the  other  5. 
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War saw,  Poland , 

November  17,  1909. 


Dear  Hr.  Fairchild: 

This  journey  has  started  full  of  troubles.  Firstly, 
my  Russian  interpreter  didn’t  turn  up  quickly,  then  his  and  my 
passports  were  not  accepted  at  the  Russian  frontier  and  we  had 
to  return  to  Breslau  and  now  our  baggage  is  temporarily  gone. 
7/e  expect  to  obtain  it,  however,  in  3t.  Petersburg,  if  it  is 
there.  Well,  Russia  is  not  an  easy  country  to  travel  in  and 
especially  not  near  the  ..’e stern  frontier.  Later  on  more 
details. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

FRANK  N.  MEYER. 


St.  Petersburg,  Russia, 
November  26,  1909. 


Dear  l.r.  Fairchild: 

It  is  about  a  week  ago  since  I  arrived  here  and  I 
haven’t  been  able  yet  to  write  you  an  official  letter.  Well, 

I  have  had  a  hole  lot  oi  bad  luck  these  last  times,  and  I  will 
tell  you  about  it.  As  I  wrote  you  per  card,  I  landed  in  Breslau 
on  Sunday,  November  7,  1909,  and  I  certainly  expected  to  find 
my  Russian  interpreter  there  whom  I  had  written  a  week  before, 
but  he  wasn’t  there  and  didn’t  turn  up  until  Tuesday,  November  9. 
He  had  had  delay  with  his  own  business  and  instead  of  writing  me 
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straight-away  a  postcard,  had  postponed  it  until  he  expected  me 
to  he  already  in  Breslau  and  then  he  came  himself.  Well,  I  had 
shown  him  already  my  passport  while  I  received  him  in  Berlin 
and  he  pronounced  it  to  he  all  right  and  he  said  his  own  was 
O.K. ,  too,  as  he  had  gone  hack  and  forward  across  the  Russo- 
German  frontier  several  times  and  never  experienced  the  slightest 
troubles.  So  on  Wednesday  morning  we  left  3reslau  very  ear^y  in 
the  morning  and  had  our  tickets  read  to  V.’arschau.  Arriving  in 
Kalish,  a  Russian  frontier  town,  we  had  to  submit  to  customs 
house  f ormatilities,  hut  --  as  soon  as  the  Gendarmes  sa w  our 
passports  they  notified  us  we  could  not  enter  into  Russia 
because  our  passports  hadn’t  been  visaed  by  a  Russian  consul 
in  Germany.  There  was  no  use  talking.  We  simply  had  to  go 
back  and  our  baggage  was  held  in  .ialish.  In  Breslau  I  first 
had  to  obtain  a  certificate  of  my  religion  from  the  American 
Consul  and  then  had  my  passport  visaed  which  cost  me  ;t&. 90 
rnarrcs.  Fy  interpreter  had  to  write  home  for  a  new  paper  and  a 
few  days  after  he  got  it  and  had  it  visaed  too.  In  the  meantime 
I  had  found  out  from  the  American  and  from  the  Russian  consuls 
that  it  is  absolutely  prohibited  to  import  fire  arms  into 
Russia  and  that  cameras  are  liable  to  be  taxed  with  very  high 
duties  and  as  I  had  both  a  revolver  and  a  new  camera  bought 
in  Berlin  among  my  baggage,  I  wrote  immediately  to  the  Russian 
authorities  in  kalish  requesting  them  to  return  my  baggage.  As 
no  answer  was  received  within  three  days,  I  wired  for  it  with 
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answer  paid,  but  still  no  answer  carne  and  fearing  the  things 
were  lost  or  confiscated  we  left  Lbnday,  November  15.  This 
time  we  were  allowed  to  pass  the  frontier,  but  the  baggage 
was  not  to  be  found  there  any  more.  Me  spent  part  of  Novem¬ 
ber  15  and  16  in  Xalish  and  obtained  the  meagre  news  that  the 
baggage  was  probably  in  "arschau  and  that  my  letter  and  tele¬ 
gram  had  been  mislaid,  which  I  consider  a  plain  li el  "fell, 
our  first  tickets  to  Wars chau  were  in  the  meantime  declared 
to  be  of  no  value  any  longer  and  we  had  to  buy  new  ones.  In 
Wars chau  I  went  to  the  American  Jonsul  and  tried  through  his 
influence  to  obtain  my  baggage.  This  gentleman,  hov/ever, 
assured  me  that  he  himself  was  the  victim  of  several  matters 

of  this  nature  and  that  it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  make 

Russians  do  what  one  would  like  to  see  them  do.  Then  we  went 
to  the  Russian  customs  house  a  couple  of  times  and  requested 
them  to  forward  my  baggage  to  me  c?  re  of  the  American  fnbassy, 
in  case  it  turns  up.  I  signed  some  papers,  paid  nearly  5  roiibles 
for  cost  of  tracing  and  forwarding  and  —  haven’t  heard  a  word 
from  it  as  yet,  though  we  went  several  times  here  to  various 
authorities.  And  all  this  trouble  could  have  been  modified  or 
perhaps  prevented  if  my  interpreter  had  only  been  better  informed. 
I  had  some  serious  talks  with  him  about  these  matters  and  he 
claims  that  the  laws  have  been  made  much  more  severe  these  last 

months  and  that  in  the  section  of  Russia  he  has  been  living,  he 

never  had  any  troubles,  etc.  I  am  looking,  however,  for  a  some¬ 
what  more  intelligent  man  who  takes  some  more  pains  about  these 
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passport  and  other  matters,  hut  I  may  say  that  it  i3  a  very 
hard  matter  to  find  the  right  type  of  a  person  in  a  country 
so  ridden  hy  bureaucratic  and  autocratic  rules  as  is  liussia. 

Iiy  rougher  baggage,  like  stationery,  underwear, 
packing  material,  etc,,  which  I  shipped  from  Liverpool,  has 
at  last  been  found.  It  has  been  here  for  over  two  months  in 
the  customs  house  warehouses,  but  they  had  not  deemed  it  nec¬ 
essary  to  notify  me  of  its  arrival  or  if  its  location  and  we 

spent  from  I  onday  \mtil  Thursday  night  before  I  regained  pos- 

* 

session  of  it.  As  the  shipping  and  custom  house  people  have 
only  business  hours  from  10  to  3,  one  doesnft  accomplish  much 
in  one  day.  Yesterday,  for  instance,  v/e  spent  a  solid  day  in 
the  customs  house  itself,  I  signed  5  or  6  times,  the  papers 
v/ere  passed  through  the  hands  of  25  people,  my  baggage  was 
taxed  to  the  amount  of  20.89  roubles,  although  I  could  not 
see  where  they  pxit  that  duty,  save  for  sationery,  some  new 
seed  bags  and  for  a  few  dollars  worth  of  medicines.  I  uss 
as:ced  whether  I  was  willing  to  pay  it  or  not.  /ell,  I  thought 
it  better  to  say  yes,  otherwise  they  had  perhaps  never  delivered 
it  to  he.  But  so  severe  are  these  things  here,  that  our  i^ass- 
ports  were  visaed  here  in  St.  Petersburg  by  two  branches  of 
the  police,  vis.,  by  the  city  authorities  and  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  for  foreign  travellers,  It  to:  -  -m  5  d 
got  them  back  and  we  had  to  pay  80  kopecks  for  the  privilege 
of  having'  a  stamp  put  on  them.  Yesterday  I  had  to  state  again 
in  the  customs  house  where  the  baggage  went  to  (that  is  our 
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hotel)  and  for  what  purpose  it  was!  I  would  cert a Italy  not 
advise  ordinary  tourists  to  visit  this  country  under  present 
rules  and  formalit ies.  It  was  far  easier  a  couple  of  years 
ago  in  Eastern  Siberia.  There  I  never  was  subjected  to  so 
much  trouble. 

I  had  some  talks  with  our  Ambassador  here  about  my 
travel  and  asked  his  assistance  in  getting  these  natters  pushed 
through*  As  he  is  quite  new  here,  he  introduced  me  to  Mr. 
Montgomery  Schuyler,  Charge  d* Affaires.  This  gentlenan  informed 
me  that  they  had  received  our  request  to  be  allowed  to  visit 
parts  of  Turkestan  for  Botanical  exploration,  but  the  Russian 
authorities  were  not  satisfied  with  our  plans  and  want  the 
exact  dates  I  expect  to  be  in  such  and  such  a  place  and  hov; 
long  I  expect  to  remain  in  such  places.  Well,  that  is  almost 
an  impossibility  to  state  that  in  our  work.  Y.hen  my  baggage 
with  maps  and  notes  turns  up  and  I  have  seen  some  authorities 
in  the  Agricultural  Department  here  in  St.  Petersburg,  who  may 
give  me  some  hints  ho\  to  do  things,  I  will  make  out  such  state¬ 
ments  as  the  authorities  want.  This  whole  business  may  last 
still  longer  than  we  expect. 

I  have  received  a  great  many  letters  of  late,  from 
you  as  well  as  from  outside  parties.  The  last  ones  I  have 
answered  for  the  greater  part  and  those  from  you  I  will  take 
today  and  tomorrow,  between  the  times  I  am  going-  to  the  Embassy 
and  the  customs  house. 

I  remain,  Mr.  Iftairchild, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

BBAl'IK  Lr.  MBYTE. 
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St.  Petersburg,  Hubs la, 
L'o.vember  26,  16Q9 . 


Dear  llr.  Fairchild: 

how  I  am  coming  to  the  answering  of  all  your  letters 
that  I  found  here  upon  my  arrival  and  the  few  that  came  in  since. 
In  your  letter  of  October  12  you  are  telling  me  a'bout  the  good 
opinion  hr.  Aaronsohn  has  a'bout  Amygdalus  davidiana  as  a  future 
stock  for  desert  regions,  which  opinion  I  prize  very  highly.  It 
is  my  own  thought,  too,  hy  the  way,  that  this  Amygdalus  is  one 
of  the  most  important  of  all  Forth  Chinese  plants  for  stock 
purpo ses  in  such  arid  and  semi-arid  regions  where  a  moderate 
amount  of  water  can  he  commanded  for  irrigation.  I  am  very 
glad  you  will  try  to  get  in  closer  touch  with  those  Arboreta 
I  wrote  about  in  former  letters.  They  truly  possess  some 
material  of  the  greatest  importance  to  us,  and  although  we 
haven’t  as  yet  permanent  collections  of  live  plants  ourselves, 
a  few  things  will  crop  out.  and  be  utilized  by  hundred  of  people 
in  the  near  future. 

1st  let  tar  of  October  IS,  with  enclosures  about  my  old 
Chinese  interpreter,  llr.  Dhow  Hai  Ting.  I  see  from  Ik*.  Fisk’s 
letter  that  he  probably  has  returned  to  Peking,  I  didn’t  as 
yet  receive  any  tidings  from  him,  but  wrote  him  a  few  months  ago. 

2nd  Letter  of  October  13,  about  Jr.  John  g.  mith 
asking  for  further  information  about  Azolla.  These  matters 
have  since  been  straightened  out. 
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Letter  oi‘  October  15,  announcing-  me  that  accounts 
for  August  and  September,  1909,  have  been  received  in  pood 
shape .  0 .  IC. 

2  letters  of  October  19,  giving-  me  the  information 
that  my  letter  of  October  6  from  Orleans  and  a  package  with 
various  samples,  sent  from  Angers  have  been  received. 

Latter  of  October  21,  with  enclosure  of  Or.  Yan 
fleet's  letter  of  October  15  about  various  trees  and  shrubs 
I  mentioned  as  existing  in  the  ecollections  of  Ifessrs.  Maurice 
L.  de  Yilmorin,  Phillipe  L.  de  Yilmorin  and  0.  Allard.  I  am 
very  pleased  that  Dr,  Tan  fleet  takes  such  an  interest  in 
these  matters  and  am  convinced  he  vill  mane  some  fine  uses  of 
them. 

1st  letter  of  October  28,  vith  enclosure  of  Hr.  Hans 
Schulz’  letter,  dated  Bremen,  September  29,  1909,  about  apricot 
kernels  in  Turkestan.  Tea,  I  have  heard  of  these  sweet  kernels 
too,  existing  in  "urxestan,  but  as  you  may  see  in  your  inven¬ 
tories,  I  have  introduced  from  JTorth  China  not  only  several 
pounds  of  those  sweet  kernels  themselves,  but  also  scions  of 
some  sweet  kernelled  vari  ties  of  apricots,  ffiiere  is  even  a 
Bio to,  Ho.  88,  Showing  an  orchard  of  such  trees.  I,  too,  be¬ 
lieve,  with  Hr.  Schulz,  that  there  is  a  future  for  these  ker¬ 
nels,  they  can  oe  excellently  substituted  for  almonds,  like  the 
Chinese  do  and  always  have  done,  as  the  real  almond  is  unknown 
in  China.  I  have  made  reference  to  their  uses  in  several  of 
my  letters,  notes  and  also  in  that  coming-  bulletin.  As  you 
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probably  will  see  in  my  notes,  the  Chinese  prow  the  best  var¬ 
ieties  exclusively  for  their  cornels,  the  outer  flesh  bein 
then  of  no  importance,  but  they  also  have  varieties  of  which 
both  kernel  and  flesh  are  utilized.  In  case  you  think  this 
matter  is  important  enough,  e  notify  this  -r.  Schulz  about 

it  and  let  me  see  how  these  apricots  fared  v/hich  we  introduced 
from  forth  China. 

2nd  Letter  of  October  26,  with  enclosed  paper  about 
status  of  scientific  employees.  As  I  sent  you  already  some 

couple  of  reeks  ago,  haring  been  furnished  with  papers 
by  Dr.  Mann,  I  Will  wait  until  I  hear  still  more  from  you  about 
this  matter. 

Letter  of  October  29,  informing  me  about  receipt  of 
letters  of  October  14  about  the  Azolla  matter  in  Hamburg.  Yes, 

I  too  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  J.  .  ith  of  Yew  Brunswick, 
New  Jersey,  in  which  he  tells  me  about  the  moulded  condition 
of  the  olla  package#  He  said  h  *  found  the  whole  matter  very 
interesting  and  Will  ask  Dr#  Heering  in  amburg  again#  11, 

I  better  enclose  his  letter  herewith  so  it  may  be  filed,  for  I 
cannot  retain  all  of  my  rather  numerous  mail. 

Letter  of  Hovember  2,  with  enclosure  of  copy  of  Hr. 
Jorge  Yeichardt’s  letter  of  October  29,  1909,  and  a  letter  of 
introduction  from  Hr.  1.  J.  Stone  to  his  sister,  I-'rau  Dr.  Jophie 
ICrizhevsxy,  Suworonsky,  Prospect  44/3  St .,  Petersburg,  ussia. 
Hell,  I  visited  the  last  a  couple  of  nights  ago.  She  is  a  very 
pleasing  lady  and  received  me  most  cordially.  She  promised  me 
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to  look  out  for  an  intelligent  young  fellow  who  is  willing  to 
go  with  me  and  I  received  today  a  visit  from  an  acquaintance 
of  hers  who  may  fill  the  hill.  This  acquaintance  is  a  young 
man,  a  student,  who  appears  to  he  quite  intelligent,  speaks 
Russian,  English,  and  lerman,  and  is  willing  to  rough  it  with 
me.  ly  present  interpreter  proves  too  unintelligent  for  inter¬ 
viewing  scientific  people  and  in  case  I  get  permission  to  travel 
into  Russian  Turuestan,  I  will  send  him  sack  to  his  home  again, 
although  J  do  not  know,  of  course,  how  a  new  man  will  hehave  in 
our  rather  trying-  work,  where  an  interpreter  is  only  a  tool  to 
he  employed  for  matters  he  himself  often  does  not  take  the 
slightest  interest  in. 

About  obtaining  more  information  about  the  firm  of 
Reichardt  and  their  representatives  in  Sokhara,  l.'essrs.  b.  Parkin- 
son,  3.  Sykes  &.  Vta.  jonohue,  yes,  I  will  see  l_r.  Schuyler  of  the 
Uribassy  about  it  and  will  let  you  hear  later  on. 

You  also  state  you  are  in  receipt  of  a  pacicage  of 
folders  and  booklets  addressed  to  me  by  the  Immigration  Agent 
of  the  Chip  ,  2  llwaukie  and  St*  Paul  Railway,  and  asi-c  me 
whether  I  desire  them  forwarded.  Ho,  they  are  too  bulky  for 
that,  but,  if  they  could  be  stored  somewhere  until  I  come  back 
again,  that  would  be  quite  pleasing  to  me.  Phere  may  be  a  few 
items  in  them  about  dry  land  farming  and  moisture  conservation 
worth  knowing  to  me,  the  more  as  I  received  a  personal  letter 
from  that  same  railroad  company  asking-  me  to  prepare  a  small 
pamphlet  about  moisture  conserv  tion,  etc.  fhey  asked  me  to 
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state  what  expenses  I  want  to  receive,  etc.,  hut  I  won’t  go  in 
for  that.  I  ill  simply  write  them  a  couple  of  pages,  express¬ 
ing  my  own  views  as  I  aired  ;hem  oefore  the  dry  land  agriculture 
congress  in  Cheyenne  last  February  and  that  will  be  sufficient. 

Letter  of  .ovember  5,  informing  me  that  hr.  C.  0. 
Townsend  has  been  able  to  isolate  the  gall -producing-  organism 
from  the  specimens  of  arbutus  unedo  I  sent  in.  Yes,  very 
pleasing;  to  know  that  I  found  something  unknown  in  that  line 
in  America.  Fr.  P.  Delaunay,  the  n\u-serymen  in  Angers,  who 
gave  toe  those  specimens  and  has  still  more  affected  plants 
of  them,  told  me  he  had  also  forwarded  many  specimens  to  the 
Misee  d’Histoire.  .aturelle  in  Paris,  where  a  gentleman  experi¬ 
mented  with  ;hem.  As  such  I  would  suggest  to  nr.  Townsend  to 
see  if  anything  has  been  published  about  these  experiments. 

Then,  I  received  a  descriptive  pamphlet  about  the 
new  book  of  3ven  Hedin,  ’’  Trans-  Fima  lay  a”,  which  pamphlet  I 
suppose  you  sent  me,  isn’t  it?  I  hardly  think  I  will  order 
the  book,  though,  as  my  baggage  is  already  cumbersome  enough. 

I  also  got  a  letter  from  Ifr.  Jilstabrook,  dated  i  ovem¬ 
ber  9,  1909,  showing  me  my  accounts  to  be  in  good  shape  ana.  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Albert  Farm  of  Fovember  11,  1909,  also  inform¬ 
ing  me  about  certain  financial  difficulties  being  peacefully 
settled  with  Dr.  Kann’s  able  assistance,  ly  thanks  to  thee, 
oh  Warriors! 

Well,  this  is  the  end  of  answering  my  official  cor- 
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respondence  that  came  in  as  yet.  I  conclude  vith  "best  oi 
greetings ,  also  to  all  others  in  the  office.  I  remain,  Sir, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
miflC  IT.  1TEIER. 


3t .  Petersburg,  Russia, 
December  9,  1909. 


Dear  I  r.  Fairchild: 

It  is  again  some  time  ago  since  you  heard  of  me,  isn’t 
it?  '/ell,  mat  ers  progress  hut  slowly  here.  Z'y  permits  haven’t 
come  yet,  thoug  h  our  inoassy  here  is  in  negotiation  aoout  it  and 
we  expect  things  to  he  settled  within  a  veek  or  two.  Permissions 
to  wear  fire  arms  and  to  he  allowed  to  photograph  haven’t  come 
yet  either,  hut  they  will  also  appear  some  of  thes  e  days.  All 
things  '-o  very  slow  here,  so  different  irom  in  most  other  icinds. 
I'y  temporarily  lost  baggage  has  at  last  turned  up  and  ±  was 
enabled  to  look  through  my  notes  and  correspondence  aoout 
r?urke stanese  matters  for  all  my  maps,  notes  and  former  corres¬ 
pondence  were  in  that  baggage.  According  to  paper  we  received 
with  it,  the  stuff  was  12  days  on  the  road  from  arsaw  to  St. 
Petersburg  and  I  suspect  it  was  sent  off  only  upon  the  receipt 
of  an  urgent  official  letter  of  inquiry  which  I  sent  the  au¬ 
thorities  at  Warsaw.  It  took  again  a  whole  day  to  see  that 
baggage  through  the  customs.  The  days  are  getting  remarkably 
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short  here,  it  gets  to  he  light  at  about  9  A.L.  and  at  3  P1M. 
artificial  li  ;ht  h-  s  to  be  employed  again;  days  and  days  pass 
without  one  seeing  the  slightest  trace  of. the  sun.  I  believe 
there  are  better  places  in  Itussia  to  establish  a  capital  than 
here  on  these  low  swampy  shores  of  the  Lewa. 

Last  week  I  visited  the  Imperial  botanical  Gardens 
here  and  was  very  pleasantly  received  by  Professor  Fischer  von 
Waldheim,  the  director,  by  hr.  J.  -  r  tel  sen,  the  superintend¬ 
ent  who  took  me  for  two  days  all  around,  by  Prof.  v. .  Lipsky, 
the  Botanist  who  is  more  familiar  perhaps  with  Turkestan  than 
anybody  else,  by  Prof.  0.  A.  Fetchenko,  also  a  specialist  on 
the  flora  of  Turkestan  and  by  several  other  people  whose  names 
I  did  not  obtain  as  yet.  I  studied  for  a  day  in  the  herbarium 
and  am  struck  with  the  great  richness  of  Central  Asian  material 
they  have  there.  It  will  take  me  several  weeks,  if  I  should 
study  the  flora  through.  In  damarix  alone  there  are  probably 
more  than  25  species  and  some  of  great  values  as  ornamental  or 
sand-binding  plants  in  a  Lea  line  soils. 

Then  I  saw  thrt  new  fodder  plant,  Lathyrus  mulcak, 
which  Professor  Lipsky  told  me  is  utilized  by  the  natives  of 
Bokhara  as  a  fodder  for  their  domestic  animals.  It  grows  on 
rather  stony  hillsides  and  stands  apparently  lots  of  heat  and 
drought;  in  the  Botanical  Gardens  here  they  found  it  a  most 
difficult  plant  to  grow,  it  da  ripening  off  very  quickly.  Prof. 
Lipsky  told  me,  however,  that  I  might  perhaps  obtain  seeds  in 
the  Botanical  Gardens  of  Tiflis,  where  they  were  successful 
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in  growing  it.  Professor  Lipsky  has  written  several  books  of 
Botanical  nature  about  Central  Asia  v/hich  books  are  almost 
unknown  outside  of  Russia.  It  would,  be  a  most  excellent  thing 
for  us  to  come  in  closer  contact  with  those  scientific  Russians 
and  this  can  be  done  only  by  having  somebody  in  our  office  or 
library  who  is  thoroughly  versed  in  Russian  and  can  correspond 
with  those  people  in  Russian. 

I  obtained  a  lot  of  valuable  information  from  hr. 
Bartelsen  about  places  to  be  visited  in  the  ICrini  and  Caucasus. 
There  are  some  extraordinary  good  varieties  of  hazelnuts  in 
the  Caucasus;  one  is  the  Rrebizand  filbert  (Corylus  avellana 
maxima)  a  most  surprisingly  large  nut*  'Then  there  is  the  Badem 
filbert  {C.  tubulosa) ,  also  a  promising  nut  for  the  American 
market.  I  am  going  after  those  things  when  once  there.  Curious 
to  say,  those  people  there  are  very  much  interested  •  gain  in 
the  American  pecan  nuts  and  are  start  in-  plantations  of  them. 

In  the  Botanical  luseurn  I  noticed  from  a  few  specimens  of  mats 
how  the  natives  of  Central  Asia  utilize  the  Lasiogrostis  splen- 
dens  for  the  manufacture  of  a  very  ecent  kini  of  matting',  that 
wear s  well.  Some  day  maybe  we  will  grow  this  splendid  tall 
grass  in  our  semi-arid  Southwest. 

In  the  Caucasus  occur  some  very  interesting  trees  line 
Pagus  caucasicus,  splendid  oaks,  a  rare  plane,  etc.,  also  masses 
of  shrubs,  not  introduced  as  yet.  A  very  robust  ivy,  Hedera 
colchica,  prows  to  enormous  sizes.  'This  last  climber  may  be  of 
great  value  to  our  southern  states,  it  seems  to  be  v<  ry  vigorous. 
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I  2  o  visited  Messrs.  Kesselring  &  Co.,  nurserymen 
Jed  on  the  outskirts  of  St.  Petersburg.  Y.re  had  heavy 
snow  the  whole  :ay  and  I  didn’t  see  much  of  the  nursery,  hut 
will  go  hack  there  again,  le  young  Me .  Kesselring  is  a  very 
bright  man,  who  brought  several  interesting  ;;la;its  to  my 
notice,  li.ee  a  new  species  of  red  currant  from  the  Altai 
Mountains  in  Central  Asia  which  currant  has  very  large  racemes 
of  berries  and  is  locally  known  as  "Iferkakylskaia  smerodnaya." 
The  sad  thing,  however,  i-hout  this  berry  is  th?  t  the  Russians 
haven’t  succeeded  as  yet  in  introducing  it,  so  we  ourselves 
have  to  go  afiter  the  plant.  Then  there  is  another  currant 
occurring  near  Yakutsk  (itihes  dicusha)  which  must  be  able  to 
stand  most  remarkably  low  temperatures  and  may  push  currant- 
culture  to  the  most  northern  regions.  In  Aamschatka  there  is  a 
Sorbus  sumbucifolia,  reducing  edible  berries  and  also  being 
able  to  thrive  where  ordinary  fruits  cannot  .even  be  thought  of. 

Yesterday  and  today  I  spent  in  having  talks  with 
various  officials  in  the  Central  Agricultural  Department  here. 
There  are  hundreds  of  people  just  like  with  us  and  one  could 
go  around  for  Weeks  gathering  information.  Curiously  enov  '  , 
notwithstanding  such  great  differences  in  race  and  language, 
the  Russians  are  developing  th  ir  agriculture  much  along  the 
same  lines  as  we  do  and  they,  too,  face  those  numerous  problems 
that  a  nation  possessing  much  territory  has  to  front.  Today  I 
had  talks  especially  about  the  good  table  grapes  from  Turkestan; 
there  are  indeed  3ome  very  fine  ones  there,  which  are  sold  here 
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right  now  in  the  fine  fruit  stores,  '.lie  "best  qualities  co3t 
1  rouble  per  pound  and  though  the  a. tins  are  somewhat  tough, 
the  taste  is  fresh-sweet.  These  grapes  have  marvellous  keep¬ 
ing  qualities  and  look  very  nice.  Kr.  A.  C.  Romano vski,  the 
viticulturist  in  charge  of  this  Department  of  Agriculture  told 
me  that  there  are  also  native  tough- skinned  grapes  in  the  Krim 
like  ’’Chadirn  barmack”  which  he  considers  a  very  fine  variety; 
ITavishi,  a  very  good  one,  too,  matcing  bunches  16  inches  and 
more  long;  and  Charas,  another  good  variety. 

Prince  7.  J.  Tazalski,  also  of  this  Russian  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture,  told  me  that  the  four  best  grapes  from 
Turkestan  were  Xata-Kburkan,  Tai-fi,  Ghar-chi  and  Ghourzaini. 
(This  last  one  occurs  in  3  varieties,  white,  red  and  rose.) 

The  Russian::  are  also  publishin  and  have  been  pub¬ 
lishing  several  books  about  Viticulture  in  Russia.  I  was 
presented  today  with  a  copy  of  Professor  Ghaknasakof f 1 s  book 
about  the  crops  of  Turkestan,  (v;J  ich  book  you  have  also.), 
with  a  copy  of  Vol.  VI.  Viticulture  in  Russia,  section 
Turkestan,  b.v  3alla  s  and  also  with  a  copy  of  the  ’’Report 
by  the  Commission  Investigating  Grape  Culture  and  VAne-making 
in  Russia.”  There  are  Many  linguists  among  the  Russian  scien¬ 
tists  and  today  we  spoke  English,  German,  French  and  a  little 
Russian,  too.  I  find  it  extremely  fortunate  that  I  learned  a 
few  languages;  without  it  life  v/ould  be  here  somewhat  lixe  in 
China,  away  from  the  coast.  I  also  uaw  the  Agricultural 
luseum  yesterday;  there  is  a  mass  of  interesting  material  there, 
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too,  liKe  those  hundreds  of  varieties  of  wheat,  barley,  oats 
and  other  'Tains;  many  woods  of  economic  uses,  medicinal  herbs, 
fibres,  oils,  stuffed  domestic  animals,  agricultural  machinery 
(these  last  nearly  all  American),  etc.  If  a  little  more  Latin  or 
anyway  Latin  type  was  used,  it  would  facilitate  a  foreigner  a 
v/hole  lot  more,  for  now  one  has  to  have  most  names  translated 
by  one’s  interpreter,  which  is  a  tedious,  unpleasant  work. 

5y  the  way,  I  haven’t  found  as  yet  a  very  suitable  man  to  go 
with  me.  I  pot  addresses  of  men  in  the  .h-im  and  Caucasus  who 
were  especially  versed  in  grapes,  but  an  all-around  handy  man 
I  haven’t  found  yet.  The  young  man  I  wrote  you  ab out  told  me 
a  few  nights  ago  that  he,  being  of  Jewish  faith,  is  not  allov/ed 
to  go  into  ?ur;estan  unless  we  get  a  special  passport  for  him. 

I  spoke  about  it  to  -r.  Montgomery  Schuyler,  our  Charge  d’ Affaires 
here,  and  he  said  it  was  probably  better  to  look  i  or  another  man, 
as  we  might  get  into  troubles. 

Tomorrow  I  hope  to  go  to  Letsnoye,  a  forestry  Station 
in  the  neighborhood,  where  I  may  see  some  interesting  hardy 
trees  and  3hrubs.  The  weather  of  late  has  ruite  changed  here, 
we  had  cold  rains  for  three  days  and  the  snow  has  disappeared 
again  from  the  streets,  but  something  worse  has  been  left,  viz., 
li  uid  mud. 

fell,  I  will  close  herewith,  with  kindest  greetings 

to  you  all,  I  remain 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


F.  k  O.  - 


. 
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3t.  Petersburg,  Russia, 
December  21,  1909. 


Dear  Lr.  Fairchild; 

•Still  in  3t .  Petersburg  and  as  yet  no  signs  in  sight 
what  time  my  various  permits  will  show  up,  allowing  me  to  visit 
Turkestan.  I  have  had  many  conferences  with  hr.  I.ont  ;omery 
Schuyler,  our  dharge  d* Affaires  here  and  he  and  his  secretary 
have  phoned  and  written  several  times  to  the  Foreign  Office 
about  my  affairs.  It  seems  there  are  no  objections  to  my 
proposed  visit  to  Russian  Central  Asia,  but — a  speedy  permission 
is  not  coming-  either,  that  I  am  going  to  do  in  cs.se  they  keep 
this  state  of  affairs  up,  I  do  not  know  as  yet.  As  you  know, 
they  knew  since  long  what  our  plant  were  in  regard  to  Central 
Asian  exploration;  you  even  having  outlined  our  plans  in  a 
letter  through  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  Well,  they  wanted 
more  particulars  and  dates,  especially  about  v/hat  time  I  being  in  those 
p]&  ces.  I  expected  to  visit.  They  got  that  inf  or  mo.  ti  on  several 
weeks  ago;  about  10  days  ago,  however,  they  let  us  know  that  they 
wanted  to  know  exactly  the  route  I  was  going  to  take  from  Andishan 
to  the  Chinese  frontier,  which  is  quite  sufficient,  as  there  is 
only  one  main  route,  however,  I  had  to  state  again  what  places  I 
expected  to  pass  from  Adnishan  to  kashgar. 

Some  three  days  ago  the  request  came  in  again  about 
more  particulars  about  interpreters  or  guides  I  expected  to  take 
with  me  from  here  into  Jurrestan.  A  very  difficult  question  to 
answer,  for  in  case  a  man  should  become  ill  or  turn  out  to  be 
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unsatisfactory  and  I  had  to  send  him  bacic,  I  would  not  be 
allowed  to  substitute  another one  before  I  had  obtained  again 
the  permission  of  the  Foreign  Office  through  the  official 
channels,  to  take  such  a  new  man  with  me.  And  not  only  that, 
but  not  until  last  night  did  I  find  an  interpreter  sufficiently 
to  my  liking  and  of  enough  intelligence  to  take  with  me  on 
this  difficult  trip.  Why  the  Russian  Government  should  feel 
obliged  to  be  so  particular  about  this  journey  is  as  yet  a 
puzzle  to  me.  ■*ayoe  the  troubles  at  the  Persian  j.roruier  i-avs 
something  to  do  with  it  or  some  native  uprising  or  Heaven  knows 
what,  they  want  to  shied  from  outsiders!  The  Government  from 
'FurkB  stan  stands  under  a  military  governor  and  he  seems  to  have 
absolute  power  to  expell  or  not  admit  anyone  to  whom  there  is 
some  reason  or  another  some  objection.  •  ochuylei  tola  me 
that  some  months  ago  a  reporter  for  an  American  magazine  was 
expelled  from  Turkestan  although  he  had  been  admitted  at  first, 
but  when  they  saw  he  was  taking'  photographs,  objections  were 
found  against  his  being  there  and  I  heard  oi  other  cases,  ,ooy 
which  would  take  me  too  much  space  to  mention. 

However,  this  whole  affair  is  most  disagreeable  to  me 
and  it  may  frustrate  our  plans  of  a  successful  exploration  ol 
Central  Asia,  that  is  of  at  least  the  Russian  part  and  for  this 
coming  winter;  it  is  in  fact,  a  repetition  of  the  same  state  of 
affairs  I  encountered  in  the  spring  of  1906  while  trying-  to 
explore  Manchuria  where,  as  you  know,  I  was  subjected  to  similar 

annoyances  and  delays. 

I  see  by  your  letter  of  December  k,  1909,  that  you 
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are  trusting  I  am  making  rapid  progress  for  an  early  start 
tov/ard  Tashkent  and  do  not  (I  pray  you)  spend  any  more  time 
than  is  necessary  in  3t.  Petersburg  to  get  well  prepared  to 
find  the  really  valuable  things  in  Chinese  Turkestan.  Well, 
what  is  your  own  opinion  about  these  delays  and  what  are  the 
thoughts  of  others  in  the  Department  about  it?  You  know,  I 
expected  to  visit  also  Koscow,  Arepta,  the  Crimea  and  the 
Caucasus.  The  first  place  for  a  couple  of  days  to  get  some¬ 
what  more  information,  the  2nd  for  :  edicago  cancellata,  either 
plants  or  seeds,  the  3rd  locality  for  several  Alfalfas  and  for 
cuttings  of  the  hr  rdy  olives  at  ITikita  near  Yalta  and  the  last 
place  for  its  many  promising  fruits,  like  very  fine  grapes, 
large  filberts  and  hazelnuts  and  for  its  many  beautiful  trees 
and  shrubs,  that  haven’t  been  introduced  as  yet. 

lrow  there  are  several  moves  we  can  make  upon  this 
board  of  Chess.  The  first  is  this:  Should  the  Department  be 
.1’  s satisfied  with  this  non-progressive  exploration  trip  and 
should  there  be  decided  to  call  me  back  to  bhshington,  then 
I  will  resign  and  accept  a  post  in  Russia  and  stay  here  in 
this  land  until  I  fully  know  the  language  and  have  learned  all 
about  the  products  of  this  immense  country  which  \i  11  take  me 
at  least  three  years. 

The  2nd  move  is  this:  Could  I  get  hints  that  this 
game  of  letting  me  wait  here  without  giving-  me  the  necessary 
permits  be  kept  up  someWsat  longer,  then  I  would  suggest  teat 
if  no  objects  are  found,  I  proceed  from  here  by  Railroad  to 


. 
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Peking  and  start  my  work  from  there  with  the  object  of  reaching 
Chinese  as  well  as  Russian  'urkestan  from  the  western  side. 
However,  as  this  trip  is  a  very  long  one,  I  probably  would  do 
best  to  collect  all  of  the  economic  products  of  those  parts  of 
China  I  pass  through,  like  the  many  varieties  of  Persimmons, 
peaches,  pears,  grapes,  grains  and  fodder  plants;  by  doing  so 
this  trip  would  last  then  2  or  3  years. 

The  3rd  mave  is  the  following:  Should  permits  not  be 
;iven  soon,  and  as  such  frustrating-  a  successful  winter  explora¬ 
tion  of  "urkestan,  I  will  proceed  very  soon  to  the  Crimea  and 
the  Caucasus,  riskin^  to  travel  without  permits  to  wear  fire¬ 
arms  or  to  photograph  and  collect  in  those  two  localities  all 
of  the  interesting  things  we  get  hold  of.  • e  simply  would  see 
then  how  long-  it  would  take  the  authorities  to  give  us  the  nec¬ 
essary  permissions  and  would  try  to  use  such  permit;.:  tor  future 
work. 

gell,  here  you  have  my  state  of  mind  about  this  whole 
affair.  There  is  always  a  ’eat  waste  of  time  and  life’s  energy 
connected  with  e xpl o rat ion  work  in  lands  where  customs  and 
languages  are  so  different  irom  one’ s  owns  and  an  explorer  is 
like  the  captain  of  a  ship;  viz.,  in  case  of  a  shipwreck  he 
has  to  take  the  blame,  whether  he  could  have  prevented  it  or 
not,  while  the  people  at  home,  who  have  cPie  pleasure  o±  ianily 
life  and  the  good  consell  of  friends,  are  at  liberty  to  criticize 
or  judge  one’s  acts  in  quite  a  different  light  as  tne  man  on 


the  spot  sees  them. 
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In  another  letter  I  will  answer  the  several  letters 
I  received  from  you. 

I  remain,  J'r.  ihirchild, 

Respectfully  yours, 

FRA1TK  IT.  M3YER. 


St*  Petersburg,  Russia, 
December  22,  19o9. 


Dear  I.Tr.  Fairchild: 

Herewith  I  am  going  to  answer  your  several  letters 
that  arrived  up  t o  the  present. 

Letter  of  Hovember  16,  1909,  announcing  the  receipt 
of  four  packages  I  sent  from  Berlin. 

4  cards,  each  dated  Hove mb er  16,  telling  me  the  same 
as  the  above  letter. 

Letter  of  I'ovember  16,  1909,  in  which  you  state  the 
welcome  news  that  ’  r .  Peter  Bisset  has  cahen  the  oath  of  office 
and  will  be  in  charge  of  Plant  distributions.  I  feel  obliged 
to  congratulate  you  and  the  ofiice  with  the  number  of  unusual 
strong  men  that  have  been  added  to  it  these  last  months  in  the 
personalities  of  1  essrs.  Dor  sett,  i/an  Fleet  and  Bisset  and 
trust  that  through  their  valuable  services  we  will  be  able  to 
bring  the  questions  of  more  successful  propagation  of  newly 
introduced  plants  and  the  establishment  of  one  or  of  more 
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arboreta  to  a  happy  close. 

I  am  sorry  to  see  that  you  had  to  fall  back  again 
upon  the  Arlington  Farm  fora  nursery;  there  were  better 
places  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington! 

I  certainly  wish  I  could  have  seen  Hr.  Young’s 
exhibit  of  Arold-'lhia omes  in  the  greenhouses.  I,  too,  believe 
there  is  a  future  for  them,  probably  not  as  a  huj  an  food  with 
uo  Caucasians,  as  they  are  somewhat  insipid,  but  as  starch  and 
alcohol  producers  and  as  a  fodder  for  mi  lie  and  beef  cattle  and 
for  fowls,  swine,  etc. 

I  see  Hr.  ./ester  is  working  on  an  avocado  bulletin 
and  Hr.  Clark®  on  the  now  stone-dead  rush  experiments.  I  hope 
they  both  will  have  more  luck  with  their  publications  than  ir. 
Barret  and  I  for  the  present. 

The  Crataegus  Azarollus,  which  you  say  Hr.  Aaronsohn 
has  used  successfully  in  Palestine,  is  an  old  accuaintance  of 
our3.  rhe  fruits  are  sparingly  sold  in  first  class  fruit  stores 
in  northern  :,urope  and  are  imported  from  Spain  and  the  South  of 
France.  3y  the  way.  Hr.  Aaronsohn  seems  to  like  it  in  America. 
Did  he  find  much  of  value  to  hi 3  n-  tive  land? 

You  can’t  answer  this  question,  of  course,  but  in  case 
Hr.  Aaronsohn  himself  is  still  in  ./ashi;.gt on,  you  might  tell  him 
of  my  interest  in  his  work,  explorers  and  plant  breeders  are, 
thank  Cod,  not  tied  down  to  :rfcupid  narrow  frontier  lines  lice 
military  people  and  others  of  the  same  genre! 
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Letter  of  i.'overnber  26,  1909,  informing  me  that  Its. 

Horn  Patterson  thinks  that  the  Hydrangea  leaves  I  sent  in  are 
apparently  not  injured  hy  a  fun  us,  out  hy  an  evidently 
saprophytic  growth. 

Letter  of  November  28,  1909,  telling  me  about  the  sample 
of  paper  I  sent  in  as  used  hy  Barbier  &  Go.  in  Orleans  and  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  office  as  a  valuable  wrapper.  Glad  to  hear  this. 

If  it  wasn’t  sc  bulky,  I  could  use  it  too  in  my  work,  but  it  comes 
in  large  rolls  like  liholeum  and  is  fairly  heavy. 

Letter  of  fovember  50,  1909,  with  enclosure  of  a  list 
of  determinations  of  the  entomological  material  I  sent  in  from 
Berlin.  I  am  always  glad  to  hear  of  such  things,  especially  if 
something  rare  or  valuable  has  been  found  among  it. 

Letter  of  December  2,  1909,  in  which  you  wish  me  to 
make  as  early  a  start  toward  Tashkent  as  possible.  This  item 
I  discussed  in  my  letter  to  you  of  yesterday,  December  21,  1909. 

Then  you  state  that  it  is  hard  to  write  long  letters. 

Yes,  I  realize  that  and  know  from  he. vi ng  been  so  much  with  you, 

/ 

how  1-rge  your  correspondence  is.  I  ask  for  this  very  reason, 
few,  very  few  questions,  but  I  think  it  will  be  better  for  you 
to  split  up  your  correspondence  between  the  different  members 
of  your  office,  then  in  case  they  want  some  more  information 
from  me  or  I  from  them,  we  enter  into  correspondence  without  you 
having  the  bother  of  it.  I  lease  let  me  know  about  this. 

I  see  how  Professor  Sargent  sent  you  some  of  Wilson’s 
photographs.  Yes,  T  saw  most  oi  them  as  I  wrote  you  at  the 
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Mower  Show  in  London  and  at  the  photographers'  home  in  Kew.  If  fate 
.hadn't  prevented  from  you  and  I  meeting  in  England,  we  would  have  had 
some  important  talks  about  it.  possible,  however.  I  see 

that  you  and  all  the  hoys  say  that  they  must  have  photographs  of  such 
specimens  of  trees,  that  no  other  ones  appear  on  the  plate  to  crnfuse 
the  view,  hell,  well,  charm:.  I  Just  as  if  nature  had  planted 
trees  so,  that  a  ph  pher  could  simply  come  and  snap  them!  Then 

you  say  that  the  public  is  demanding  of  us  better  photographs  and  more 
of  them.  ' 'ell,  the  public  is  like  a  sponge,  never  satisfied  and  they 
will  take  one’s  best  pictures,  publish  them  in  some  flimsy  magazine, 
tell  some  lies  about  them  and  a  few  days  later  nobody  knows  nothing 
any  more  about  it.  We  cannot  gather  to  that  ta3teJ  If  the  pi  blic  is 
so  extremely  interested  ii  p]  otos,  let  them  search  thrc  count¬ 

less  files  of  various  institutions,  where  so  much  valuable  photographic 
material  is  buried  or  let  them  send  out  photographic  expeditions.  It 
were  better  that  the  public  came  to  realize  that  sons  good  permanent 
collections  of  plants  are  of  greater  value  to  the  World’s  lasting  good 
than  some  sensationally-written  exploration  trip  by  some  slip-shod 
reporter. 

I  personally  will  try  as  well  as  I  can  to  obtain  good 
phot  os,  I  was  very  much  assisted  this  past  year 

our  official  photographic  force.  By  the  way,  did  Professor  Sargent 

ever  receive  duplicates  of  photos  T  took  in  C-ina?  I  believe  ...  . 

Letter  of  December  6,  ISOS,  regarding  my  bulletin, 
nil,  this  rather  un;  leasant  n  -  ,-cted  news.  About  tb 

|lon  of  Chinese  cl  ,  it  ould  create  a  pi  >  xl, 
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what  of  that?  ^.re  v.e  getting  to  he  so  old  •  1  reacts  in  America, 
that  matters  of  scientific  interest  are  going  to  he  judged,  by 
precedent?  )  fc  „  ss  i  1  You  also  say 

that  we  were  asking  a  good  deal  of  the  Government  when  we  re¬ 
quested  an  innovation  of  this  character  without  having  first 
the  matter  discussed  and  re-discussed  in  a  "broad  way  from  a 
rernmental  standpoint#  Veil,  I  personally  think  not.  It 
would  have  been,  as  you  said  yourself,  in  one  of  your  letters, 
MA  meeting  halfway  the  Chinese. M  I  know,  of  course,  that  from 
a  strictly  American  economic  point  of  view,  Chinese  characters 
are  as  useful  as  the  rainbow  in  the  ,,  hut  from  a  broad 

scientific  stand  point  the  insertion  of  them  in  an  official 
publication  would  have  been  the  laying  of  stepping  stones  to 
mount  to  higher  structures.  In  case  this  whole  bulletin  might 
not  be  published  by  us,  I  tiling  we  better  put  it  then  in  the 
hands  of  some  private  publishing-  house  or  asu  the  assistance 
of  s  orne  interest e<  ople,  for,  although  I  say  it  myself,  there 
are  some  observations  in  it  not  known  to  the  Western  world  as 
I  found  out  these  last  months  by  talking  with  many  European 
authorities. 

I  also  received  list  ITo.  21,  Forei  Plant  Introduc¬ 
tion,  in  which  I  see  several  very  interesting  items,  as  ■-•bout 
cultivation  of  Calamus  by  Mr.  Lyon;  fodder-watermelons  from 
South  Africa  (they  grow  them  in  California,  too,  under  the 
name  of  citrons,  a  Ion  ,  deep  r  en  variety  they  are,  with 
tough ish  flesh),  ilew  mangos  from  the  Philippines,  a  yellow 
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rose,  collected,  by  Mss  Cramer.  On  i  je  9  I  see  It.  Iyon  will 
try  to  get  seeds  of  J.  Ebenaster,  /hat  kind  of  a  D.  is  that? 

I  suppose  Diospyros. 

’.fell,  this  letter  is  again  somewhat  bigger  than  you 
like  them,  isn’t  it? 

With  best  regards  to  you  all,  I  remain, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

7R:XK  IT.  ITTfJH. 


D 


St.  Petersburg,  Russia, 
December  23,  1909. 


Dear  I  Ir .  3a i  rch i  1  dj 

Enclosed  I  am  sending  you  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr. 
Taylor  and  an  English  post  card.  Would  you  kindly  hand  those 
contents  over  to  Mr.  Taylor.  In  case  you  find  the  time,  you 
just  might  look  through  that  letter,  as  there  may  be  some  item 
of  interest  in  it,  also  of  service  to  you. 

I  remain, 


Respectfully  yours. 


w  AITK  IT.  METER 


_ 
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St.  Petersburg,  Bussia, 
December  23,  1909. 


Dear  Ur.  Fairchild; 

Herewith  I  am  sending'  you  5  packages  by  Itassian  parcel 
post.  "hey  are  numbered  364,  365,  366,  367,  368  and  contain 

cuttings  of  various  trees  and  shrubs. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  inventory  cards  relating  to 
them.-  These  cuttings  •.vill  not  grow  very  well  in  the  semi-tropical 
Washington  climate  and  are  intended  for  the  northern  United  States; 
I  suggest  therefore  to  send  them  to  our  Ames,  Iowa,  station  for 
propagation.  Dr.  '■.ha,  Saunders  in  Ottawa  is  another  gentleman  to 
whom  we  might  send  some. 

I  packed  the  Dos.  364  and  367  an  shavings  of  the  swamp 
cypress  and  los.  36o  and  366  in  the  Petersburger  variety  of 
Sphagnum  moss  and  would  be  pleased  to  hear  irom  those  who  unpack 
the  material,  in  what  condition  they  arrived.  ITos.  368  and  569 
are  put  together  in  one  package  and  as  the  difference  between 
the  two  kinds  of  wood  is  so  great  that  a  child  can  even  distin- 
ish  them,  I  trust  the  unpackers  won’t  have  the  pluck  to  declare 
they  could  not  separate  the  two  icincis,  as  occurred  some  uime  ago, 
when  I  first  sant  material  from  China. 

Hoping  this  shipment  will  reach  you  in  good  condition, 

I  remain,  Ur.  Fairchild? 

Yours  respectfully, 


:  .  met  .  . 
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St.  Petersburg,  Russia, 
December  24,  1909. 


Dear  3  r .  Pa  i  r  c^ri  1  d: 

V/e  are  experiencing  these  last  times  our  shortest 
periods  of  natural  light  and  one  may  say  that  the  day  only 
last  about  5  hours.  [his  is  my  first  experience  of  so  short 
a  day  and  the  effects  upon  the  p*  ople  seem  to  be  somewhat 
deadening.  One  feels  somewhat  torpid  from  the  excess  of  arti¬ 
ficial  illumination.  Upon  the  population  at  large  the  effect 
seems  to  be  demoralizing-;  for  murder  and  robberies  are  the 
order  of  the  day  here.  Uvery  night  from  2  to  4  murders  are 
recorded,  mostly  connected  with  robbery  or  rapine  and  one 
feels  not  exactly  at  ease  near  dark  corn.  rs.  The  police  seems 
to  be  too  busy  with  searching-  hotels  and  residences  for  fire¬ 
arms,  forbidden  literature,  etc.,  to  have  time  to  pay  much 
attention  to  the  proper  surveillance  of  streets  and  other 
thoroughfares.  Some  nights  ago  they  arrested  80  people  in 
various  hotels  and  one  really  feels  insecure  in  one’s  own 
room.  I  was  informed  that  if  a  person  is  found  to  possess  a 
fire-arm  without  having  a  permit  to  have  it,  he  is  fined  500 
roubles  or  if  one  is  not  willing  to  pay  or  not  having  the  money, 


put  in  jail  for  as  long  as  the  authorities  see  fit.  'hat  a 
state  of  affairs,  isn’t  it? 

Well,  I  will  in  this  letter  finish  a  few  minor  matters 
that  have  been  waiting  for  some  time. 
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Firstly,  I  received  some  2  letters  from  I'r.  n  R. 

Dyke a  of  Charterhouse,  Godaiming,  England,  who  appears  to  "be 
a  specialist  on  the  Genus  Iris  and  viho  wants  to  ootain  from 
me  such  material  as  will  assist  him  in  writing  a  monograph 
about  this  genus.  I  have  written  him  of  my  intentions  of 
informing  you  about  it  and  am  enclosing  his  reply  of  Decem¬ 
ber  4,  1909.  I  wish  you  would  kindly  send  him  some  plants  or 
seeds  of  Nos.  20185,  20186,  22014  and  22015,  which  axe  ris  I 
collected  in  northeastern  Asia.  I  enclose  both  of  his  letters 
to  enable  our  office  to  file  his  name  and  see  his  wishes. 

Some  time  ago  I  found  in  the  EBer  liner  Tagesblatt"  an 
interesting  account  about  a  lecture  delivered  by  the  .-rman 
Colonial  Secretary,  Herrn  Dernourg,  about  the  cotton  roruc  -4 on 
of  the  world  and  as  this  matter  is  also  very  interesting  to  us 
in  America,  I  wish  you  would  kindly  give  it  to  such  a  one  in 
the  Department  as  collects  such  informat  ion.  I  herewith  enclose 

this  clipping. 

Then,  you  asked  me  many  months  ago  to  talk  with  Dr. 
Henry  in  Cambridge  about  obtaining  information  in  regard  to  an 
exploration  trip  in  the  Lbotze  territory  in  Western  China  xor 
the  American  Geographical  Society.  As  you  know,  Dr.  Henry  was 
in  3ervia  at  that  time,  to  our  very  great  regrets,  uut  ^po.-o 
•  th  Mr.  .11  son  about  it.  He  there  in  the  -  oo-tze  country, 
as  you  know,  and  even  took  some  photos  of  the  marvellous 
watch  towers,  those  people  erect  there.  He  told  me  a  j?renchman, 
ITr.  Cons  d’Anty,  Consul  General  to  France  at  Cheng-tu,  Szechuan, 


, 
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explored  the  territory  of  the  Mao  tze  tribes  fully  and  wrote 
a  book  about  it.  Mr#  HI  on  didn’t  know  the  name  of  the  book, 
however.  Ferh&ps  you  could  find  out  more  about  this,  through 
your  shington  connections. 

I  also  enclose  a  small  clipping  about  Panama  which 
is  too  interesting  to  throw  away.  It  may  be  of  use  to  us 
n  sstablishin  fc  me  some  kind  of  an  experimental  station. 

Also  enclosed  a  clipping  about  the  tanning  sumac  from 
Sicily,  which  may  be  grown  some  day  in  {outhern  California  or 
perhaps  even  in  jouthern  Utah  or  parts  of  Texas. 

I  also  spoke  with  --r.  Montgomery  Schuyler  about  the 
BeicharAt  Asiatic  Trading  Co.  Well,  this  company  may  be  there 
in  Central  Asia  and  they  may  be  all  right,  but — they  are  not 
known  to  this  tabasiy  here  in  it.  Petersburg. 

I  also  enclose  a  clipping  from  the  Los  Angeles 
Examiner  of  November  20,  1509,  'bout  a  new  fibre  plant  imported 
from  Uganda  and  planted  in  a  garden  in  San  Jedro.  Have  you 
heard  of  thio  plant?  If  not,  p  rhaps  Jfc.  Dewey  will  be  inter¬ 
ested  to  retain  this  clipping. 

Another  clipping  of  interest  is  that  about  the  plan 
to  establish  a  large  botanical  garden  in  Agricultural  Park  ::n 
Los  Angela s .  In  fiase  you  do  not  retain  this  clipping  I  would 
be  pleased  to  have  it  returned  to  me  for  future  uses. 

/mother  enclosure  of  this  letter  is  a  small  sample  of 
a  fiber,  coming  roi  -  clii  leguminous  plant,  i  in  the 
interior  of  German  Cast  Africa  ana  much  vised  by  the  riative3  there. 
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Thi g  sample  was  given  to  me  by  Dr.  C.  Brunner  of  the  Hamburg 
Botanical  institute,  who  says  it  is  one  ox  the  strongest  j-iteis 
in  the  world  and  you  may  try  so  yourself  by  testing  only  a 
small  thread,  '"he  plant  is  botanically  unknown  as  yet.  1 
wish  you  would  add  this  to  our  collection  of  fibres,  (if  v/e 
have  such  a  most  necessary  collection  .  If  not,  ~.r.  -  J 

will  probably  be  pleased  to  get  it. 

Then,  Mr.  Alexander  Kennedy  in  angsi  wrote  me  a 

personal  letter  in  which  he  mentions  that  the  bamboo  disease 
in  Which  I'rs.  Patter,  on  is  so  much  interested  s  a  new  disease 
to  that  part  of  China  where  he  lives.  he  Chinese  tola  him 
they  never  sav/  it  before  and  they  call  it  a  plague, 
mountains  it  has  attached  especially  the  Tae-tsoh,  a  £hpllo_- 
stachys,  S. P.1.23234.  Mr.  Kennedy  will  let  us  hear  more  about 
it,  he  says,  however,  that  the  Chinese  say  it  o.oes  not  kill 
the  canes,  but  he  is  not  so  sure  of  that.  He  wrote  me  m  a 
second  letter  that  he  had  informed  you  also  about  these  bamboo 
natters  and  about  the  Yang  mae  seeds  (ilyrida  rubra}  so  I  suppose 
you  got  the  above  nev;s  in  duplicate,  but  I  simply  write  this  xor 
safety  sa  ce .  In  case  the  bamboo  disease  is  really  new  to  that 
part  of  Chin- ,  it  might  have  been  imported  from  Japan,  a3 
thousands  of  Japanese  plants  are  imported  these  last  years  in 
China  and  are  readily  bought,  by  Foreigners  and  Chinese  alike. 

Hell,  I  will  close  this  letter.  I  marked  on  the 
envelope,  Personal,  because  I  am  afraid  otherwise  some  of  these 
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clippln  9  td  small  things  vail  drop  out,  if  opened  in  the 
me  •  s  enge r 1 3  ro  om . 

I  remain  with  kind  regards  also  the  others  in  your 


office, 


:espect fully  yours, 


FRAITK  N.  HEY5H. 


St*  Petersburg,  Russia, 
De  c  emb  er  60 ,  1909. 


Dear  IP.  Dai  rchi  1  a: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  December  10,  1909, 
together  \ith  enclosures  oi  copy  oi  -  r.  Scofield's  letter  oi 
December  6,  1909,  and  the  photograph  of  -  eui cago  c a nee 1 lata. 

I  have  written  to  Mr#  von  Arapow  in  Samara  aboub  I  am  going 
dov;n  to  Sarepta  and  looking,'  up  this  nr.  Jhr i sko  1  there,  who 
may  assist  us  in  getting  hold  of  plants  or  seeds. 

A  f ew  days  ago  while  here  in  the  herbarium,  I  met  a 
Fr.  ...  3#  Bogdan,  Agronomist,  from  Krassury  Sit  Government, 
Samara,  Russia,  who  told  me  he  had  forwarded  a  small  quantity 
of  seeds  of  T'edicago  cancel  lata  to  Professor  .  ...  Hansen  at 

Brookin  s,  South  jakota.  .hen  I  told  him  that  we  in  Washington, 
too,  are  very  much  interested  in  this  species  and  in  any  other 


promising  Ivhdicagos,  he  said  he  would  send  us  some  seeds  and 


. 
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would  like  very  much  to  exchange  with  us.  I  gave  him  your 
name  and  Professor  Piper’s  a3  being  the  parties  he  could  best 
get  in  touch  with,  also  hr.  Carleton’ s  for  grains  in  particular. 

He  doesn’t  speak  English  or  French,  but  corresponds  in  Russian 
and  derman.  I  trust  a  note  from  you  in  derman,  will  bring-  you 
in  touch  with  him. 

Ihe  specimens  of  .  cancellata  I  saw  in  the  herbaria 
of  Kew,  derlin  and  3t.  Petersburg,  do  rot  maxe  it  appear  to  be 
a  very  robust  species,  but  maybe  it  improves  under  cultivation. 

There  are  some  specimens  of  1  ♦  coerulea  here  in  the 
herbarium  coming  from  southern  Russian  and  also  from  darepta  which 
species  look  very  promising  arid  it  seems  to  be  extremely  variable. 

Of  hedicago  falcata  there  are  many  forms,  some  even 
named,  like  var.  teninfolia.  with  narrow  leaflets;  var .  amb igua , 
of  spindly  growth;  var.  aosert  orum,  woody  and  v/ith  small  leaflets; 
var.  typica,  with  few  leaves  and  these  very  small.  All  these 
forms  occur  in  the  Alai  Fountains,  the  «.la  tau,  Thian  ;han, 
around  Issyk  Kul,  Verny,  etc.,  all  in  Central  Asia  and  in  the 
regions  I  intend  to  explore. 

%Hien,  !  edicago  platycarpos  occurs  in  the  Ala  tau  .nd 
Thian  shan  regions  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Tli.  It  is  a 
perennial  species  of  robust  growth  and  bearing  yellov  flowers. 

It  is  quite  distinct  from  other  .  e dicagos  and  may  not  readily 
hybridize  v/ith  them,  1  suppose,  but  it  looks  very  promising  as 
a  fodder  plant. 


Id.  cretacea  occurs  in  cliffs  in  the  Caucasus;  it  1  s  a 


. 

. 
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rather  small  and  stunted  perennial  species  of  apparently  little 
value  from  an  economic  point  of  view. 

.  ruthenica,  is  arery  variable  and  the  big  forms  lbok 
promising  as  a  fodder  plant.  It  occurs  mostly  in  Central  and 
Y/e stern  Liberia,  like  near  Irkybsk,  near  ITertchensk,  in  1’on- 
golia,  etc. 

dagestanica,  a  small  perennial  specie  from  a  small 
district  in  the  Caucasus  (Awarsk,  prov.  Dagestan,  Caucasus)  not 
promising  to  be  of  economic  value. 

L.  lit t oralis,  perennial  of  small  growth,  very  tomen- 
tose,  from  the  Caucasus. 

I',  glutinosa.  A  perennial  of  robust  growth,  yellow 
flowers,  quite  variable,  apparently  very  promising.  Occurring* 
in  the  ‘Cuban  prov.  Caucasus. 

.  .  rupestri s,  a  small  perennial  more  or  less  an  alpine, 
occurring  in  the  Caucasus.  Of  no  economic  value. 

I  also  noticed  many  annual  I'edicagos  like  I",  denticu- 
1  ata ,  '  .  rardi,  ~  .  lupulim,  lanigera  (from  near  Bokhara), 
r.  minima  (from  Caucasus  and  other ' places ) ,  I.',  orbicularis 
(Caucasus),  Ir.  rigidula  (Caucasus),  I.  globosa  (Caucasus),  I  . 
tribuloides  (Caucasus),  promising  as  an  annual  fodder  plant, 

V.,  I'acule'.a  (Caucasus)  robust  growth,  promising  as  a  fodder  plant. 

Then  I  &  w  how  many  3pecies  of  rigonella  occur  in 
Central  Asia,  some  of  those  are  closely  allied  to  the  I'edi cagos 
and  may  play  a  roll  some  day  as  fodder  lsmts,  li.;e  the  T.  foenum- 


graecum  which  is  being  ci  ltivated  even  in  Central  Asia  as  I  saw 
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from  herbarium  specimens. 

* 

In  the  Botanical  Library  I  noticed  a  nev;  publication: 
"ICulturpflanzen  der  elt-  Tirtschaft”  by  Otto  Warburg  of  Berlin 
and  J.  "3.  van  Bomeren  Brand  of  Amsterdam;  published  by  R.  Voigt- 
lander.  Leipsig.  It  is  an  interesting  volume,  quite  upto-date 
for  so  far  tropical  cultures  are  concerned,  but  of  American 
agriculture  there  is  a  sad  lack:  Ox  striking  pictures.  A  curious 
mistake  has  been  made  'in  the  chapter  on  tobacco  culture,  where 
i.icotiana  Bander i  has  been  substituted  for  II.  Tabs. cum  and  it  is 
rather  strange  to  see  the  large  violet-red  flowers  of  this  first 
hybrid  being  represented  as  the  true.  tobacco .  I  think  it  would 
interest  you  to  see  this  above  mentioned  book. 

I  have  had  many  talks  of  late  with  various  men  of 
scientific  and  of  r i  ctical  staa  ing  here  in  the  it.  Petersburg 
Botanical  Bardens. 

They  would  lire  to  get  from  us  a  fev;  things  very  badly, 
viz.,  some  c  ttings  of  a  good  spineless  Qgunt ia,  to  be  tried  as 
a  fodder  plant  in  "’urkostan,  some  seed  canes  of  our  hardiest 
sugar  cane  ( Saccharum  I  ■  renga )  and  some  seeds  oi  the  genuine 
Rumex  h yme nocephalus  to  try  it  as  a  tanning  material  producer 
in  Central  Asia. 

Chey  are  willing  to  send  us  in  return  such  material 
as  we  wish  from  their  seed  list  and  from  some  live  plants  that 
Professor  Komar  off  just  brought  back  from  lamschatka  and  of 
which  they  will  send  you  the  lists.  As  things  go  slow  here, 
very  slow,  I  ..uppose  you  will  receive  these  lists  some  weeks 


from  now. 
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Professor  IT.  I  onteverde,  who  has  charge  of  the 
Botanical  I&iseum  here,  oul d  like  to  obtain  a  few  photos  of 
us  for  the  Museum,  like  a  copy  of  ho.  352,  356,  406,  and  318,  with 
the  descriptions  with  it.  He  is  willing  to  give  us  in  return 
a  piece  of  trunk  of  a  'Saxaul  free  from  kirk es tan  and  some 
minor  things.  In  case  we  are  willing  to  exchange,  he  will 
send  us  a  list  of  what  articles  he  has  in  duplicate. 

I  noticed  in  the  Botanical  I.Tuseum  the  very  interest¬ 
ing  sand-binding  grass,  Aristidia  pennata,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  important  plants  in  the  world  for  the  Russians,  as  it 
enables  them  to  prevent  the  Central  Asian  Railroad  from  bein£ 
blown  underneath  the  sand.  I  saw  some  hot oa  how  small  plan¬ 
tations  are  started  here  end  there  in  which  Jaxaul  (Halirnodendron) 
Bremospart ium  (a  cytisus-like  shrub)  and  this  Aristidia  play  the 
great  role.  Phat  these  plants  may  also  be  of  great  value  to  us 
in  the  Southwest  is  my  confirmed  opinion  and  it  is  good  that  v.e 
have  come  to  see  these  spec ii  .  and  com  -  to  knov  those  in  custody. 

In  the  herb-  rium  I  studied  the  very  interesting  wild 
species  of  Amygdalus  from  Central  As:’ •  .  Hi  ere  is  the  ...  c1:  •  rica 

from  Bokhara,  Samarkand,  etc..  It  is  a  slow  grower,  stunted  in 
general,  fruits  not  as  large  as  the  ordinary  almond,  but  some 
forms  come  very  close  to  it.  Jhis  species  could  perhaps  oe 
utilized  in  breeding  with  the  ordinary  almond  or  he  used  as  a 
stocic  to  graft  upon  in  very  dry  regions.  A.  is  a  very 

bushy  species  with  small  fruits  and  though  uite  ornamental ,  is 
in  my  opinion,  of  little  economic  value;  thouji  hybrids  could 
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■be  made  and  a  race  of  dwarf  almonds  be  created. 

A.  P  likowl  la  .  -  -  ith  very  lanceolate 

leaves  of  A.  m.na,  occurring  in  the  ^ian 

A.  spinosissima  is  a  very  spiny,  stunted  erecies, 

apparently  a  desert  plant,  like  some  of  our  own  forms  m 

California.  Apparently  of  little  value. 

A.  communis  occurs  wild  and  cultivate  and  I  would 

not  he  surprised  if  some  forms  were  not  natural  hybrids  with 
A.  .  .  .rl ca .  On  my  coming  trips  I  will  try  to  met  nany  seeds 
,  b  v  00 d  of  these  above  mentioned  species,  which  probably 
ill  all  thrive  grafted  on  Amygdalus  d'.vidiana.  *  think  Pr0" 
fessor  3.  lason  will  be  interested  in  the  above  plants  and  I 
kindly  wish  you  would  let  him  read  this  part  of  the  letter. 

-here  are  also  some  semi-desert  species  of  Pirus 
in  Central  Asia,  like  i  .  buchdrica,  I.  korshinsKyi  and  P. 
heterophylla,  all  three  very  strange  looking  fellow  and  vary¬ 
ing  in  their  foliage  especially  in  an  unusual  degree,  seeking 
ntly  like  a  desert  poplar,  Tppulus  euphratica,  what  form 
of  lear  will  suit  them  best  in  their  trying  climate. 

Pirus  malus  occurs  in  many  forms  In  Central  Asia, 
some  varieties  are  utterly  unlike  any  one  I  ever  saw  and 

cannot  really  be  P .  tua lus . 

Some  days  afe-o  Mr-  dartelsen,  the  head  Barden9r 
t;  a  ill  cal  Harden,  her*,  took  me  out  to  the  sa-ealled  durian 
Garden  whore  the  decorative  plants  are  toeing  kept  which  are 
need  to  t  dorn  the  Im  erial  palaces  at  balls  and  receptions. 
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They  have  some  enormous  hothouses  there.  One  is  several 
hundred  feet  lorn  and  contains  nothing  tut  Iv:  ,rus  nobil-ts  and 
some  minor  evergreens;  another  house  has  nothing  out 
illiptica;  a  large  palmhouse  has  an  avenue  01  Livinwstonia. 
chinensis  and  Oaryota  urens,  while  minor  palms  are  to  oe  seen 
everywhere.  Some  of  these  Livlngstoniafl  are  fully  20  feet  tall, 
have  heavy  trunks,  hut  ridiculously  small  halls  of  earth,  it 
being  a  practice  to  cut  off  as  many  roots  as  possible  at  the 
time  of  transplanting,  I  really  never  sn$r  anything  lime  n 
and  in  this  matter  the  Russians  have  acquired  a  knowledge  which 
we  do  not  lossoss.  One  is  also  surprised  at  the  number  oi  rare 
botanical  plants  the  Russians  cultivate  as  ordinary  house  plants, 
rtj  ere  is,  for  instance,  the  Philodendron  ;  ertusus  (lonstexa 
deliciosa)  which  is  seen  in  .  nj  ora  s.  0  i  s  su  s  ant  a  r  c  t  i  cu s ,  an 
evergreen  vine  which  grows  even  better  on  the  shady  si^e  of  n. - 
house  than  on  the  sunny  side.  This  attractive  vine  is  very  much 
seen  in  windows,  sometimes  even  in  shops,  between  meats  and 
delicacies.  Other  strange  room  plants  are  Koya  canosa,  Colo_- 
casia  anticuorum,  hlvpenstrums ,  Ci:  nomomum  Tamala  and  other 

species  of  ciannamon.  TUJ _ .  adi  flora,  Oereus  pe.ruvianus 

monstrosus  and  various  other  Oereus  and  I^mi llarias .  As  the 
houses  here  have  all  duuble  windows  and  are  heated  throughout 
the  winter,  this  fact  of  growing  so  many  rather  rare  exotics  m 
Russia  as  house  plants  can  be  explained  through  the  more  equal 
temperatures  that  exist  in  rooms  here  as  compered  with  the  great 
fluctuation  in  temgpeature  in  the  ordinary  American  and  Western 
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European  dwellings  of  roan. 

Hr.  Bartelsen  told  me  that  in  case  we  send  live 
plants  or  cuttin  s  to  this  garden  here,  that  we  best  send 
them  through  the  American  Express  Co.,  Ferdinandstrasse  2, 

Hamburg,  Germany. 

The,  I  will  in  conclusion  state,  that  matters 
relating  to  the  issue  of  various  permits  have  progressed  quite 
well  these  last  days.  I  spent  with  a  new  interpreter  three 
days  at  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  the  bureau  for 
Central  Asian  affairs,  the  Piblica  Department,  the  American 
Embassy  and  with  some  people  in.  the  Botanical  Garden,  nd  we 
hope  that  all  things  will  be  settled  within  a  day  or  two.  I 
never  knew  that  this  land  was  so  difiicult  to  live  in  and  that 
one  has  to  submit  to  so  much  red  tape.  Yesterday  we  were 
visited  by  a  police  officer  and  we  had  to  state  what  our 
profession  was,  where  we  came  from,  where  we  intended  to  go, 
where  I  obtained  my  money  and  how  much  we  spent,  etc.,  and  all  things 
were  written  down  on  blue  sheets,  For  what?  W&  do  not  know. 

And  yet  this  is  an  interesting  land,  for  which  it  is  worth  to 
have  some  troubles,  although  not  willing  to  nave  ohem  101  much 
longer  than  a  couple  of  years. 

yell,  Hr.  Fairchild,  as  usual  the  letter  has  become 
big  and  the  many  items  scattered,  but  ith  your  capable  assis¬ 
tants  you  will  be  able  to  get  the  grain  separated  xiom  the 


chaff. 
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I  remain  with  best  of  regards  to  you  all, 

Yours  respectfully, 

TiAI  IC  IT.  1T3Y3R. 


Moscow,  Russia, 

January  4,  IS 10. 


Dear  It  .  Fa  i  rch  i  1  d: 

This  is  to  let  you  know  that  I  was  at  last  able  to 
leave  ,»t.  Petersburg,  having  gotten  permission  to  wear  a 
revolver  and  he  allowed  to  travel  in  Tur.cestan  with  an  inter¬ 
preter  whose  name  has  been  noted  down  by  the  authorities. 

Me  left  St.  Petersburg  last  Saturday  night  and  landed  here 
Sunday  morning.  The  season  of  the  year  is  bad,  of  course, 
everything  is  under  snow  and  ice  and  I  cannot  say  much  aoout 
vegetation.  Yesterday  I  called  upon  Mr.  'ku.el  of  the  firm 
3.  I  miner  L  Co.;  this  gentleman  told  me  about  a  new  fodder 
grass  from  the  Samara  Government  which  is  a  perennial  iticuii., 
which  has  not  the  objectionable  running  Rhizomes  of  T.  repens. 

He  also  showed  seeds  of  a  new  species  oi  -.j cer  ■  ioh  uriangulnr 
seeds  coming  from  Central  Russia  and  used  as  a  fodder  plant  by 
Russian  farmers.  It  is  said  to  rpoduce  as  much  as  500-600  pood 
of  seeds  per  Hectare,  and  not  needing  as  fertile  a  soil  as  peas. 
Then,  he  spoke  about  a  new  white  millet  oi  pro  so  l  n  nicuu 
milliaceum)  from  the  Samara  Government  from  which  a  fine  white 
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flour  can  be  made,  fit  for  baking  purposes;  also  a  good  red 
variety  of  pro  so  from  the  sar  e  So  vernment ,  also  new.  He  will 
let  me  .oiov.  today  or  tomorrow  whether  he  can  obtain  sufficient 
quantities  of  seeds  of  these  above  mentioned  valuable  produc¬ 
tions. 

I  also  tried  to  see  yesterday  Prof.  Galenicin  of  the 
Botanical  Gardens  here,  but  I  had  to  come  bacn  today.  He 
couldn’t  give  me ‘much  information  about  various  alfalfas  as 
he  is  strictly  a  botanist,  but  suggested  to  get  into  corres¬ 
pondence  with  Mr.  ...  3.  Bogdan,  ICrassny  Hut  Government,  Samara, 
of  whom  I  wrote  you  already.  !fhen  he  suggested  -Mr.  Heller, 

Pri vat-Do cent  at  the  University  of  .lazan,  who  is  a  specialist 
on  plants  from  the  Volga  territory;  also  Prof.  Gordiachin, 

Botanist  at  the  newly  opened  University  in  Saratof.  He  also 
said  we  may  get  seeds  of  rare  species  of  Uedicagos  by  going 
through  various  seedlists  sent  out  from  Russian  Botanic  1  Gar¬ 
dens.  T  also  went  today  to  th<  .  ri cultural  College  at  Rezemof sko 
near  this  city  of  Uo scow.  I  sav  Prof,  .-illiams  and  spoke  about 
getting  more  species  of  Ghdicagos  and  especially  about  obtaining 
U.  cancellata.  He  informed  me  the  sa  s  Prof.  Galenkin,  that 
there  is  no  good  botanist  in  Sarepta  or  vicinity  and  that  there 
is  so  much  snow  all  over  that  part  of  kussia  that  we  won’t  be 
able  to  obtain  plants  or  seeds  unless  we  mew  exactly  the 
locality,  which  of  course,  we  do  not.  I  think  as  such  that  we 
have  to  postpone  our  trip  to  Sarepta  until  a  more  favorable 
season  or  to  get  seeds  through  Mr  *  Bogdan.  I  met  .  r •  Emil  Meyer, 


* 
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the  head  gardener  at  the  Agricultural  College  who  was  of  reat 
assistance  to  Or.  iessey  many  years  ago.  He  was,  however,  very 
much  occupied  today  with  a  3oard  of  Trustees’  meeting  and  asked 
me  to  come  hack  again;  I  didn’t  see  much  of  the  arboretum  as 
we  had  a  heavy  snowstorm  yesterday  and  everything  is  covered 
with  the  "beautiful”  for  more  than  a  foot. 

Trot.  Tulalkoff ,  the  agricultural  explorer,  who  visited 
us,  as  you  may  remember,  is  still  in  Germany  and  Prof.  Jovrenko, 
the  specialist  on  grapes  in  Russia  wasn’t  to  be  found,  although 
I  have  to  see  the  last,  as  he  is  said  to  be  the  best  informed 
man  in  Russia  about  Central  Asiatic  varieties  of  grapes.  I 
will  try  to  get  him  tomorrow. 

Now,  as  I  probably  won’t  _o  down  to  Sarepta,  I  may 
leave  tomorrow  or  the  day  after  and  go  straight  to  the  Crimea, 
then  to  the  Caucasus  and  from  there  to  Central  Asia,  where  I 
am  not  allowed  to  enter  until  January  14,  1910. 

Well,  this  news  is  so  me  win  t  more  cheery  than  I  have 
been  able  to  give  for  a  long  time,  isn’t  it? 

With  kindest  of  greetings  also  to  those  in  the  office, 

I  remain 


Yours  respectfully, 


, 

* 


. 
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Sevastopol,  Crimea,  Russia, 
January  IS,  1910. 


Dear  I  r .  Pa i  rch  i  1  cl: 

Herewith  I  am  sending-  you  by  Russian  parcel  post 
one  package  numbered  070-376  and  containing-  7  separate  pack¬ 
ages,  each  having  one  kind  of  cuttings  in  it. 
considerable  difficulty  with  the  postal  authorities  here,  it 
being-  apparently  the  first  time  that  cutting's  of  plants  had  been 
forwarded  by  mail.  I  hope  they  will  deliver  tl  bkage  in 
good  shape,  o  ^h  they  declined  to  have  it  1  d  and  would 
not  or  could  not  tell  us  which  way  it  v;ould  go  to  ..ashincton. 

I  suggest  to  forward  this  materiel  to  Chico,  for  the 
climate  here  corresponds  very  much  to  that  of  the  interior 
valleys  of  California.  The  thermometer  goes  up  to  115°  in 
the  shade  here  in  mid- summer  and  every  so  many  winters  it  goes 
to  even  10  below  sro.  There  is  also  very  little  rainfall  in 
summer  and  the  snow  in  winter  .oesn't  remain  long  on  the  ^roui.— • 
I  enclose  the  notes  in  duplicate  belongin'.;  to  this 
shipment,  out  will  maxe  a  few  remarks  yet  abouo  a  few  things. 

ho.  370.  horns  alba  f-  :  uata  is  a  good  pyramidal 
tree  for  California,  Southern  Utah,  Arizona,  the  San  Antonio 
region  ( '1exas)  and  for  similar  locailities.  It  is  especially 
suited  for  smell  gardens  and  cemeteries. 

ho.  371.  Salix  op.  var.  aurea  can  be  grown  in  simi¬ 
lar  localities  an  the  preceding  one  and  can  be  xept  in  gaidens 
as  an  ever-ready  tying  material. 


\ 
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Ho .  872.  Pirus  sp. ,  apparently  -  .  Saiici folia,  may 
prove  to  be  a  fine  stock  for  p  ars  in  the  hot-summered  South¬ 
western  sections  of  the  United  States.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  yet  any  seeds  as  j’e't,  hut  may  still  succeed  in  obtaining  a 
few. 

No.  373  is  an  ornamental  form  of  the  above,  fit  for 
small  gardens . 

Ho.  374.  Crataegus  sp . ,  apparently  C.  orientalis, 
can  also  be  tested  as  a  stock  for  pears  in  the  Southwest.  In 
case  we  haven’t  got  any  Crataegus  stock  at  Chico,  Toos.  "  Behan 
at  Dreshertown,  Pennsylvania,  or  the  <m.  II.  noon  Co.  at  Ibrris- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  might  graft  a  dozen  plants  for  us  as  a  trial 
as  we  will  have  to  have  them  graft  or  bud  in  the  future  some  of 
the  improved  varieties  of  th_  large  fruited  Chinese  Haw  ( Cra¬ 
taegus  pinnatifida)  with  which  our  propagators  were  so  unsuc- 
cessful  in  the  past. 

Ho .  375  &  376  are  of  minor  importance  and  need  no 
comment  beyond  their  notes. 

Then,  I  sent  you  1  st  night  by  registered  sample  post 
4  small  bags.  Three  of  them  contain  entomological  specimens  and 
are  marked  such.  I  kindly  wish  you  would  turn  them  over  uo  unose 
interested  in  them.  There  are  many  insect  pests  here  in  Southern 
■Russia  and  I  hope  I  may  find  something  important  yet. 

Tor  facilities  sa.ce,  I  will  just  mention  the  contents 
of  the  three  bags  with  entomological  material: 
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Caterpillar’ s  nests  on  apparently  a  specie  of  Prunus 
near  Sebastopol,  Crimea,  .ussia,  January  9,  1910. 

Scales  on  wild,  roses,  collected  in  the  hills  near 
Sebastopol,  Crimea,  Russia,  January  11,  1910.  (3  samples). 

Scales  on  apparently  a  specie  of  Prunus,  collected 
in  the  hills  near  Sebastopol,  Crimea,  Russia,  January  11,  1910. 

Then,  I  would  like  to  make  a  suggestion  in  regard  to 
such  material.  Up  to  the  present  you  have  been  kind  enough  to 
send  me  a  copy  of  the  lists  of  determinations  of  insect  material 
I  sent  in,  but  as  I  haven’t  got  enough  brains  left  any  more  to 
take  in  all  those  difficult  names,  I  wish  you  would  discontinue 
sending  me  such  determinations,  but  instead  to  let  me  know 
wh ether  I  found  something  rare  or  important  and  whether  the 
entomological  authorities  want  me  to  be  on  the  lookout  for 
something  special. 

Now  we  come  to  bag  No.  4  of  the  registered  samples. 
This  contains  a  sample  of  the  Cieer  of  which  I  wrote  you  in 
my  letter  from  Uoscow  and  which  sample  Ur.  kngel  of  the  firm 
E.  Immer  i-  Co.,  Seedsmen,  in  Uoscow,  gave  me.  Ur.  Engle 
clains  the  plant  gives  from  500  to  600  pood  (a  pood  equals  40 
pounds)  per  Hectare  and  grows  on  worse  soil  than  peas  are  able 
to  thrive.  Ur.  Ungel  has  a  few  hundred  poods  of  this  Cieer 

for  sale  and  offers  them  at  3.25  roubles  per  pood.  He  strongly 
recommends  us  to  make  a  test  with  it  in  the  T iddle  est  and 
says  the  Russian  farmers  of  certain  districts  in  Central  Russia 


consider  it  a  favortie  cattle  fodder. 
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I'r.  In_,el  also  promised  to  send  me  a  few  samples  of 
millets,  "but  he  either  didn’t  do  it  or  the  things  got  lost. 

IX,  anyway  he  has  a  small  quantity  of  a  very  superior  white 
millet  (Panicum  miliaceum)  from  the  lamara  Government  of  which 
he  has  promised  part  already  to  other  parties  in  and  out  of 
Ttossia.  he  v  ry  highest  amount  he  could  stipply  is  100  pood. 
The  cost  is  4.75  roubles  per  pood. 

Then  I'r.  Tngel  also  has  the  red  proso  ~rom  Orenburg, 
of  which  he  gave  "rofessor  Arisen  some  a  few  years  ago,  while 
the  variety  wasn’t  fixed  yet.  .or,  however,  it  is  true  and 
he  recommends  it  very  much  for  the  drier  regions  of  the  United 
States.  This  roso  gives  very  large  harvests  and  needs  but 
little  rainfall.  A  few  hundred  poods  are  to  be  had  at  r.6G 
rouolos  per  pood. 

Tien,  the  newly  discovered  Triticum  cristatum,  a 
perennial  fodder  grass  from  the  Samara  'Govt,  not  making  the 
objectionable  running  rhizomes  lixe  repens  has  the  habit 
of  doing.  Li.  ngel  stated  that  the  plant  is  a  very  good 
fodder  grass  for  semi-arid  regions  and  maxes  a  good  stand  even 
in  a  dry  summer,  while  other  grasses  fail  to  grov  more  than  a 
few  inches.  -here  is  only  a  limited  quantity  of  seeds  at  hand 
and  part  of  it  has  been  sold  already  to  Tllmorin,  Andrieux  b 
Co.  I'r.  Engel  could  spare  us  .ods  in  case  we  let  him  know 
before  February  10,  1010.  After  that  date  he  cannot  promise  us 
any  more  until  next  year.  he  price  is  high;  11  roubles  per 


pood. 


. 
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As  I  myself  do  not  feel  like  ordering  any  large  quan¬ 
tity  at  my  own  risk  and  as  some  of  these  mentioned  seeds  are 
still  enroute  to  Moscow,  so  that  I  couldn’t  see  them  and  huy 
small  quantities,  I  suggest  that  you  have  a  talk  with  various 
gentlemen  interested  in  these  matters  and  to  send  a  wire  to 
hr.  Engel  before  February  10,  1910,  giving  him  the  < .quantities 
of  seeds  of  Oi  cer,  white  Pro  so,  red  iroso  &  'Ariticum  you  .ant 
him  to  reserve  for  us. 

Then,  Mr.  Engel  Informed  me  that  this  year  they  are 
offering  a  new  variety  of  Helianthus  annus  of  which  the  seeds 
are  coated  with  a  hard,  oilicateous  substance,  so  that  the 
beetles  which  do  such  an  enormous  damage  of  late  in  Mussia  to 
the  sunflower  seed  crop-  find  it  impossible  to  bite  through  these 
seed  hulls. 

They  also  have  a  new  variety  of  cabbage  for  sale  this 
year,  obtained  from  Bulgaria  and  proviim  to  be  very  f'ne  for 
the  South  oi  hussia,  giving  a  good  stand  where  ordinary  kinds 
do  not  gro1.  well  and  needing-  much  less  space  than  the  common 
cabbages.  He  suggest  §  to  give  It  a  trial  in  the  South  as  an 
early  cabbage. 

The  two  above  things  are  listed  in  his  catalogue  for 
1910.  Then  Mr#  3ngel  informed  me  that  he  thought  it  strange 
that  a  bill  for  seeds  of  Ticia  villosa  dated  August  16  and  sent 
to  our  office  had  not  been  settled  yet.  /ouldn’t  you  please 
look  into  this  matter  and  see  what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay? 

It  is  never  very  pleasant  to  have  to  hear  a  remarK  about  such 


■ 

•  « 


. 


. 


■ 


. 


886 


matters  shile  in  a  forei  country.  I  informed  lx.  Engel  that 
his  letter  might  have  become  lost  and  suggested  to  send  in 
another  bill,  but  that  I  also  voui  .  inform  you  about  this 
matter. 

Last  3'onday  morning,  January  9,  191C,  we  arrived  here 
in  Sebastopol  and  found  it  quite  cold,  18°  Eahr.,  and  everything 
covered  with  snow*  T  lay  and  today,  however,  the  weather 
has  become  mild,  (40°  J’ahr. )  and  the  snow  is  rapidly  mel  Lug. 

7 e  left  lb scow  in  the  evening  of  January  6  and  it  was  31°  5hhr. 
and  although  we  raced  down  South  for  £  days  and  three  nights 
(trains  go  slow  in  "dissia)  the  cold  waves  kept  on  following-  us 
all  the  time.  We  saw  by  telegrams  that  if  was  about  J0°  (50° 
below  feri)  Eahr. }  in  the  country  around  Moscow  on  January  7. 

Well,  the  climate  here  isn’t  at  all  us  mild  as  I  expected  it 
to  be.  There  are  very  few  evergreens  to  be  seen  in  the  urns. 
Thuya  oriental! s,  J uni peru s  c ommuni s ,  some  young  Cupressus 
funebris;  on  sheltered  spots  an  Tuonimus  Jo  oonicus  or  a  strag¬ 
gling  Prunua  lauro-c  ms*  "hat  is  about  all.  As  deciduous 
shade  trees  the  Sophora  japonica  and  dobinia  pseud-acacia  do 

»t,  while  ashes,  elms  and  Ailanf ir  are  coming  next. 

I  have  been  searching  alon_  the  cliffs  for  various 
ITedicagos,  but  as  yet  I  haven’t  seen  a  single  one.  e  are  in 
negotiation,  however,  today  -  ith  some  cartnen  to  tame  us  down 
to  Yalta  by  easy  stages,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  collect  various 
things.  As  yet  they  want  scandalously  higl  pric  it  beihg 
Russian  New  Year  tons:  rev;,  v  will  get  yet  some  more  reason- 
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ites.  I  shipped  my  "not  w*  b  .1”  baggage  already  to 
Yalta  "by  3.S.  out  the  country  is  too  full  of  good  thin  s  to 
§0  to  that  way  by  ourself es.  You  L  lly  no  '  idea  hoi 

tn  ch  "behind  the  times  the  j  ople  are  here.  Yesterday  it  took 
rae  two  hours  in  the  bam:  to  wet  some  money  on  a  .letter  of 
credit.  I  even  2.  d  ;o  jet  my  passport  to  show  them  I  was 
the  real  one.  And  in  the  Post  Office  they  didn’t  know  Wash¬ 
ington  was  the  capital  of  the  United  states.  They  thought  it 
Hew  York.  Isn’t  that  lovely?  One  certainly  doesn’t  have 
to  jo  to  Jhiaa  to  find  such  blissful  ignorance. 

Veil,  if  all  things  _o  well,  I  ’..ill  depart  tomorrow 
for  Yalta*  That  will  be  about  a  4  or  5  day’s  journey  by  cart. 
Prom  there  to  Hikita  to  collect  the  hardy  olives  and  other 
interesting  thins  and  then  across  the  Slack:  Sea  to  Gagry; 
from  there  to  Souchoun  Yale  (a  very  fine  Botanical  Garden  and 
Hur series)  and  then  to  Batorim,  from  where  I  hope  to  ship  a 
whole  lot  of  things. 

Hoping  the  aforementioned  packages  reach  you  in  _ood 
condition,  I  conclude  with  best  of  regards  also  to  all  in  the 

office. 

Yours  respectfully, 

TllLlX  IT.  ir.TYBR. 


I 
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Yalta,  Crimea,  Russia, 
January  18,  1910. 


Dear  lx,  Fair chi 1  1: 

Last  ni  ht  vre  arrived,  here  alter  a  four  days’  trip 
by  wagon  from  Sebastopol.  I  found  several  redica^os,  viz., 
seeds  of  about  4  annual  species  and  roots  of  a]  parently  two 

ti  :.  I  will  send  these  roots  by  the  earliest  mail. 
V/e  had  quit*  e  weather  on  the  road,  hail  and  rain. 

,  Goodbye! 
lours  respectfully, 

FRAITX  IT.  OYER. 


Yalta,  Crimea,  Russia, 
January  21,  1910. 


Dear  hr.  Fairchild: 

Yesterday  and  today  I  have  be.n  sending  you  19 


pac  leases 

by 

registered  Russian  sample  ost. 

They  are  marked 

as  follows: 

377 

one 

package 

Botanical  specimens. 

two 

p&eka 

378 

»t 

tt 

Entomological  ”  , 

tt 

tt 

379 

tt 

it 

Seeds 

four 

Tt 

380 

tt 

tt 

Pathological  " 

one 

It 

381 

tt 

tt 

Tf  tt 

tt 

It 

382 

tt 

Tt 

It  »t 

tt 

It 
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one 

package 

Patholo_ ical 

sp  ec  i  mens , 

one 

paclc&ge 

385 

tf 

tt 

tt 

tr 

tt 

tt 

386 

tt 

tt 

tt 

n 

tt 

3R7 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

I  enclose  herewith  in  duplicate  all  of  the  cards 
belonging  to  them  and  trust  they  give  most  of  the  information 

desired. 

I  would  lime  to  hear  hov;  the  ledicago  roots  have 
fared  after  their  long  journey  and  which  packing-  medium  proves 
to  be  the  best.  I  am  especially  interested  in  the  cyprass 

shavings  fs  a  material  to  pack  roots  in.  I'r .  Hume  claimed  it  to 
be  mould-free  and  if  so,  tropical  plants  even  could  be  shipped 
in  it.  (Fac  capes  .177,  370  and  annual  L'edi  capos  were  treated 
with  it.) 

Packages  ho.  382  &  385  I  packed  in  moss  that  can  be 
locally  obtained  here  in  the  Crimea.  It  is  not  at  ala.  pood, 
but  Sphagnum  is  simply  not  to  be  had  here.  I  also  would  line 
to  know  whether  it  had  damped  the  contents  through  its  mouldiig 

properties. 

The  contents  of  one  of  the  two  packages  with  Botanical 
specimens  are  some  annual  I  eciica&os  irom  near  Aloupna,  which 
ones  I  exrect,  however ,  to  be  iound  dead  upon  arrival,  one 
Ononis  and  one  little  plant  I  do  not  nnov  as  yet. 

The  other  package  contains:  One  red  fungus  on  a  wild 
pear  from  ktidari,  Crimea,  hu.  3ia;  one  red  cup- shaped  fungus  on 
a  stick  of  dead  wood  from  ne?  r  Li  vs.  din,  Crimea,  Bussia.  I 
kindly  wish  you  would  send  those  two  fungi  to  dr •  n  A.  lurril 


’ 

• 
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or  the  Few  York  Botanical  Ardens,  who  has  requested  me  to  seiid 
him  any  fungi  I  might  collect  on  my  travels.  Further  contents 
are  some  strange  Algae  from  a  dripping-  roca:  near  irikinesh, 

Crimea,  ussia.  Do  you  know  of  any  specialist  in  the  Smith¬ 
sonian  or  wherever  else  who  might  wish  them.  Then  there  are 

• 

some  shells  in  it  of  land,  snails;  also  for  some  specialist; 
lastly  there  are  fruits  and  branches  of  the  interesting  wild 
pear  here  ?jrus  salici folia)  to  facilitate  Ir.  Skeels  in  his 
determination  of  Dos.  1372,  073  and  1208a. 

The  two  packages  with  entomological  material  con¬ 
tain: 

Scales  on  Fraxinus  sp.  near  Aloupka,  Crimea,  Russia.  (3  samples) 
Caterpillars’  nests  on  Pirus  salicifolia.  Balaklava,  Crimea,  Russia. 
Scales  on  Cornus  Fas.  Balaklava,  Crimea,  Russia. 

Strange  coccoons  of  mud  on  Pirus  salicifolia  near  Baidari, 

Crimea,  Russia. 

Scales  on  Pub  us  s  p.  near  Aloupka,  Crimea,  cussia. 

Scales  on  Laurus  nobilis,  near  Aloupka,  Crimea,  Ru. sia. 

Scales  on  Hedera  Helix,  near  Livadia,  Crimea,  Russia. 

Caterpillars’  eggs  on  Ro sa  sp .  near  Aloupka,  Crimea,  Russia. 
Caterpillars’  eggs  on  0 1  ray:  aa  pygmaea,  St.  Petersburg,  Russia. 

Wasp  coccoon,  near  Baidari,  Crimea,  ussia. 

In  the  one  package  with  entomological  material  we 
have  the  following: 

Strange  galls  on  wild  rose.  Balaklava,  Crimea,  Russia. 

Galls  on  female  blossoms  of  Fraxinus  sp.,  near  Aloupka,  Crimea, 


Russia. 
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Galls  on  Crataegus  sp.  near  BaicLari,  Crimea,  Russia. 

Galls  on  Ulmus  sp.  (very  lex ge  ones).  3alaiclave,  Crimea,  Russia. 

In  the  four  bags  with  seeds  we  have:  two  filled  with 
berries  of  the  very  beautiful  Juniperus  excel sa;  one  bag  with 
valuable  Leguminosae,  lire  1201a,  1202a,  1203a,  1204a  and  1205a, 
which  are  annual  Pedicagos  of  the  Crimea;  it  took  us  three  (In¬ 
terpreter,  assistant  and  self)  ne'  rly  a  day  to  pick  all  those 
seeds  from  the  wet  soil.  I  0ave  those  alfalfas  names  with 
question  marks  as  I  am  not  positive  about  they  being  rightly 
determined  by  me.  I  suppose  our  botanists  in  Washington  will 
have  to  look  them  over  with  comparing  material,  which  I  don’t 
have  here.  Ho.  1206a  is  prob-  bly  a  Lotus  and  No.  1207a  a  Coronilla 
sp.,  both  of  them  may  be  of  value  as  fonder  plants.  Phe  last 
bag  .  ith  seeds  has  for  contents:  1208a,  I-irus  salicifolia,  of 
which  I  3ent  scions  from  Gebastoppl  under  ITos.  372  and  372; 

1209a,  Talus  baccata  from  Pertchensk;  1210a,  T  Plus  baccata  I  . 
prunifolia;  1211a,  Ribes  p  ;traeum;  1215a,  osa  gallica  hybrida. 

All  these  four  numbers  are  for  the  northern  sections  of  the 
United  States  and  not  be  propagated  in  ’/ashington  or  at  Chico. 

No.  1212a,  Cere is  si li qua strum;  1213a,  Jasminum  sp.;  1214a, 

3erberis  sp. ;  and  1220a,  Juniperus  excel sa,  are  intended  for 
the  mild-w inter ed,  hot  and  dry- summered  regions  of  the  United 
States  and  would  find  at  otir  Chico  garden  a  good  place  of 
propagation.  They  should  not  be  kept  at  Washington. 

I  have  some  herbarium  material  oi  Juniperus  expel  sa, 
of  which  some  is  also  intended  for  Professor  Sargent.  I  will 
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send  it,  however,  from  Batorum  as  freight,  as  it  is  too  bulky 
to  send  by  mail  from  here. 

I  haven’t  been  able  as  yet  to  go  to  Uikita  to  get 
cuttings  of  the  hardy  olives,  for  not  only  that  v/e  had  to  clean 
and  pack  seeds  and  plants,  but  my  assistant  was  sick  for  three 
days,  a  big  Russian  holiday  came  in  between,  on  which  day  every 
shop  and  of x ice  was  closed  and  today  v/e  simply  were  deluged 
with  cold  rain  for  nearly  the  v.hole  day.  Tomorrow  v/e  hope 
things  will  go  better  and  then  I  will  send  you  some  more 
material . 

Trusting  all  this  aforementioned  material  reaches 
you  in  good  condition  and  with  best  of  greetings,  also  to  those 
in  the  office,  I  remain 

Respect  fully  yours, 

RAI'dC  1T.  IT] YEP. . 


. 
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Yalta,  Crimea,  Bussia, 

January  24,  1910. 


Dear  I  'r .  :;’airch i  1  :■ : 

/ 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  by  registered  Russian 
sample  post  efeven  packages,  all  containing  olive  cuttings. 
These  package*  are  numbered  -  -  390;  ITos.  388,  389,  390  and 

391  are  packed  in  damp  swamp  cypress  shavings,  while  392,  393, 
394,  395,  396,  597  &  398  are  packed  in  damp  Sphagnum.  I  would 
be  pleased  to  hear  which  packing  medium  turns  out  to  be  the 
best . 


A  day  or  two* ago  I  also  sent  you  by  registered  sample 
post  one  hi  ..  ;  .• .  -  ...  '['his  bag  contains  the  .  os.  1218a, 

1217a,  1216a,  1219a,  1221a,  1222a,  1223a,  1224a,  1225a,  1226a,  1227a, 
1228a,  122 9a,  1230a,  1231a,  1282a,  1233a,  1284a,  &  1235a.  Of 
some  seeds  there  are  only  very  small  quantities  and  I  would 
suggest  not  to  enter  them  in  our  inventory  as  they  are  not  worth 
all  the  labor  connec  ed  with  such  entries.  All  these  seeds 
should  ce  sent  to  our  garden  in  Chico,  where  climatic  condi¬ 
tions  sill  sw.it  these  plants  better  than  the  'Washington  climate. 

■lie  olive  cuttings,  too,  ought  to  go  to  Chico,  in  case 
propagation  facilities  there  are  in  shape  for  them.  here  are 
many  very  small  cuttings  among  this  olive  material,  but  as  there 
is  only  one  variety  of  each  of  these  olives  in  the  Botanical 
Garden  at  I'inita  and  as  some  of  these  trees  have  really  no 
propagating  wood  on  them  at  all,  it  was  the  best  I  could  do 
and  trust  that  our  propagator  will  bear  these  facts  in  mind 
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when  criticizing  this  shipment*  There  is  a  chance  that  these 
olive  cutting  and  some  redicagos  and  other  material  that  I 
have  "been  sending  jet  frozen  on  the  roacl,  hut  the  postal 
authorities  are  30  frightfully  ignorant  here,  that  it  is  next 
to  impossible  to  obtain  any  information  from  them  about  routes 
of  travel.  Here  in  L  they  thought  Washington  was  somewhere 
in  Ternary;  so  I  ne  dn’t  ny  more!  These  olives,  however, 

have  stood  temperatures  of  15°  below  F.eaurrur  or  about  1°  below 
Jfe.hr.  nd  are  packed  in  well,  so  I  think  they  will  be  able  to 
stand  3ome  low  temperature,  while  in  transit.  In  New  York  they 
may  experience  as  great  a  cold  as  here  in  Hurope  and  I  really 
have  to  trust  to  good  luck  in  this  ratter,  or  select  another 
season  for  shipping,  which  is,  of  course,  out  of  the  question 
for  the  present. 

I  enclose  in  this  letter  all  of  the  notes,  relating 
to  these  aforementioned  shipments,  in  duplicate  and  trust  they 
will  reach  you  all  right. 

ye  are  experiencing  some  very  bad  eat  her  these  last 
days,  nothing  but  r:  in,  Just  the  -rind  of  v  .  t  er  one  exp  eriences 
in  winter  in  Central  California.  Last  Saturday,  while  getting 
the  olive  cuttings  in  Likita  we  got  soakingly  vet  and  :ods,y 
while  trying  to  photograph  several  very  interesting'  items  we 
had  to  rim  again  for  shelter.  He  did  not  succeed  today  in 
getting  some  grape  cuttings,  as  the  viticulturist  was  absent. 
"’or.iorroY/,  perhaps.  He  found  Mr*  9heoph.il  kaloida  a  very 
pleasant  man,  he  is  the  head  gardener  of  the  Imperial  Botanical 


, 

. 
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Garden  at  eita;  Prof.  Cherbakoff,  the  director,  was  also  quite 
very  accommodating  to  us  .nd  allowed  me  to  take  photos  and  clip 
the  olive  eutti  .  'either  of  the  two,  however,  is  much 
acquainted  with  the  lesser  wild  native  flora  and  on  the  subject 
of  I edicagos  and  other  native  leguminous  plants  one  has  to  turn 
to  one’s  self.  3oth  the  two  aforementioned  gentleman  are  very 
much  interested  in  the  good  things  America  has  to  offer  them 
and  want  very  much  to  exchange  with  us.  rof.  Cherbakof f  will 
send  you  his  list  of  exchange  material  and  Mr,  Kalaida  will  r 
it  a  point  to  see  that  we  get  some  seeds  of  . istacia  mutica  from 
him  next  year,  ''hey  want  very  much  some  of  our  hardier  Citrus 
hybrids.  In  case  you  could  send  some  young  plants  by  sample 
post  to  them  would  be  appreciated  very  much  and  be  the  begin- 
ning  ox  further  exchange.  (I  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise  to 
attempt  to  send  any  plants  to  them  by  parcel  post  s  the  Russian 
laws  are  very  strict  on  the  introduction  of  live  plants  from 
abroad  and  as  Russian  hxstoms  house  officials  are  remarkably 
ignorant  about  them  and  will  delay  or  destroy  any  shipment.) 

There  is  a  small,  one-room  museum  here  in  Yalta, 
belonging  to  a  mountaineerin  club  and  the  local  fauna  and 
flora  is  represented  there  more  or  less.  In  the  very  incomplete 
herbarium  I  found  the  kedi cago  I  sent  in  under  ;'o.  1202a  as  I_. 
denticul -  .ta,  labeled  ~f  minima.  No.  1207a  is  labeled  Ooronilla 
cret ica,  The  Ononis  in  the  package  with  Botanical  material,  as 
Ononis  columnae. 


Tomorrow  I  hope  to  send  some  more  material  ana  then 
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I  will  depart  for  Oagri  in  the  Caucasus  from  there  over  Couch or im 
Kale  v.ith  its  rich  Botanical  arden  to  Catorim  where  I  expect 
lots  of  mail  and  then  on  to  Fiflis.  I’ime  fliev;  quickly  while 
collecting,  describing  and  shipping  and  one  finds  that  to  do  a 
region  somewhat  thoroughly  one  really  has  to  make  it  weeks  or 
even  months  instead  of  days. 

I  conclude  with  best  of  regards,  also  to  all  those 
in  the  office. 


Respectfully  yours, 

..  : .  :  \r 


Yalta,  Crimea,  us si a, 
January  26,  1910. 


Dear  hr.  Fairchild: 

Herewith  I  am  sending-  you  5  packages  by  registez-ed 
F.ussian  sample  post.  Jnese  parcels  are  marked  099,  400,  401, 
402,  403  &  404.  I  also  enclose  the  inventory  cards  belonging 
to  them.  In  case  the  plants  reach  you  in  good  condition,  I 
suggest  to  forward  them  all  to  Chico,  where  they  will  do 
better  than  in  /•  shington,  0.  C.  I  also  had  expected  to  send 
you  some  grape  cuttings  of  some  rare  varieties,  cut  I  found 
it  impossible  to  obtain  them,  as  they  had  either  disposed  of 
them  already  at  the  .Experimental  /ineyard  at  Hikita  or  didn’t 
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possess  the  plants  even,  though  I  had  been  informed  in  Ho  scow 
that  they  were  here. 

He  also  tried  to  have  our  parcels  forwarded  via  Tar- 
seilles,  so  as  to  minimize  the  danger  of  having  them  frozen  on 
the  road.  .’he  post  office  authorities,  however,  informed  us 
they  coul<3n*t  do  so  as  it  was  against  their  rules,  but  .  Lght 
try  it  with  a  private  shipping  company  that  makes  connections 
with  various  steamers  that  run  from  Odessa  through  the  Bosphorus 
and  the  Meditteranean  to  l  arseilles.  'That  kind  of  shipping, 
however,  is  too  risky  here  in  this  country  and  I  decided  rather 
to  entrust  them  to  the  Bussian  post  office  and  have  these 
parcels  go  via  Hamburg.  How  future  shipments  will  be  treated, 
especially  irom  Turkestan,  is  going  to  be  a  pretty  problem  for 
us.  The  Russian  post  office  officials  are  remarkably  ignorant 
about  anything  connected  with  foreign  countries  and  especially 
with  America  and  it  often  takes  a  conference  of  three  or  four 
of  them  before  they  decide  to  accept  my  parcels.  .ell,  today 
we  have  been  packing  in  our  baggage  and  there  is  quite  a  lot  of 
it,  I  assure  you,  and  tonight  we  have  to  leave  at  9  o’clock 
for  Gagri,  nearly  a  three  days’  journey  along-  the  shores  of 
the  Alack  3ea;  the  weather,  however,  is .fairly  good  and  the 
moon  nearly  full  and  v;e  don’t  expect  any  storms  and  resulting 
”mal  de  mer.” 

I  remain,  with  best  of  regards, 

'  :e  sp  ect fill  ly  your  s , 

TTiAlTC  IT.  KSTER. 
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Oagri,  Caucasus,  .ussia, 
Feb  rua ry  3 ,  1910. 


Dear  1-r.  jairohild: 


Herewith  I  am  sending  you  by  registered  sample  post 
4  packages  numbered  406,  411,  412  &  415.  By  parcel  post  one 
pacicage  numbered  405,  and  by  ordinary  sample  post  one  package 
numbered  419. 

Tiie  inventory  notes  belonging  to  this  shipment  a:  e 


herewith  enclosed  in  duplicates. 

As  usual  we  are  having-  difficulties  with  the  local 
postal  authorities.  Here  they  are  informing  us  that  only  dried 
or  preserved  plants  can  be  sent  to  America  from  ussia.  After 
some  talks,  however,  they  decided  to  accept  the  lighter  packs 
as  samples.  Tie  heavier  one.s,  though,  we  cannot  send  from  this 
place  as  samples,  so  I  was  advised  to  put  them  together  in  one 
parcel  and  then  they  will  go.  How  those  heavy  registered 
samples  from  Yalta  will  be  treated  again  is  a  real  puzzle  to  , 
me.  According  to  the  postmaster  here,  the  man  in  Yalta  who 
accepted  them  will  have  to  pay  some  fines;  I  myself  expect, 
however,  they  may  send  these  parcels  to  St.  Petersburg  and 
there  they  will  be  left  until  all  the  cuttings  and  plants  are 
frozen  or  dried  out.  It  is  real  sad  to  find  out,  how  very 
little  the  so-called  authorities  here  Know  about  their  own 


business l 

7*'e  are  here  in  a  delightful  region.  The  Black  Sea 
is  at  our  feet  and  towering  mountains  'rise  splendidly  right 
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■back  of  us.  Ghei'r  tops  are  snow  covered,  out  in  the  valleys 
one  finds  Masses  of  wild  cyclamen,  snow  drops,  I: e  1  le  b or i s  ni per , 
Primula  verls,  violets,  sc  ill  as,  all  in  lull  bloom.  Of  economic 
plants  one  finds  many  important  ones  here  in  their  wild  state, 
like  Plea  europaea,  Cm s t an ea  ve s c a ,  l  unica  granatum,  Laurus 
nohilis,  Prunus  lauroceiu  sns ,  ficus  carica  (very  large  specimens), 
Boxwood  (Buxus  sempervirens)  (also  here  and  there  as  regular  trees), 
hazelnuts,  etc.  As  undergrowth  the  beautiful  large-leaved 
Butchers  broom  ( Rus cu s  hyp  ogl o s sum )  is  seen  everywhere,  while  the 
Caucasian  Ivy  (Kedera  col  chi  ca)  drapes  tree  t  runes  and  rocks. 

Phis  town  here  has  been  started  by  Ms  Highness,  the 
Prince  of  Oldenburg,  to  whom  I  brought  the  greetings  of  Prof. 

Pischer  von  Y/aldheim  from  it.  Petersburg.  -e  spoke  a  cow  le 
of  times  about  various  cultures  that  may  be  of  importance  to 
this  region;  the  Prince  is  very  anxious  to  obtain  from  us  our 
hardier  strains  of  sugar  cane  (iaccharum  narenga)  and  our  large 
varieties  of  peanuts.  Of  the  first  I  -  rote  you  already  from 
St.  Petersburg,  as  the  authorities  in  the  Botanical  ’ardens 
wanting  it;  the  lost  one,  however,  ve  might  send  to  the  Prince 
direct,  a  few  pounds  in  sample  bags,  so  he  can  see  hov;  large 
they  are.  As  his  Highness  speaks  the  modern  languages  very 
well,  we  can  write  hira  also  in  English.  he  Prince  has  promised 
me  two  armed  guards  to  go  with  us  from  he  e  to  :  ouch  or  im  Pale 
for  as  you.  may  know,  travel  is  a  safe  here. 

’ urders  are  not  common,  but  hold-ups  and  plunder  are  02  monthly 
occurrence  and  since  ve  are  but  little  armed,  it  would  be 


♦ 


. 


. 

. 


. 
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almost  unwise  to  proceed  without  some  protection.  Me  shipped 
our  non- wan  ted  baggage  already  today  to  touch  or  im  .{ale  and 
expect  to  go  tomorrow  ourselves  on  loot,  a  four  or  five  days’ 
journey  gain*  !her<  aen  some  Ifidicagos  described  from 

near  Souchorim  Kale  and  I  expect  to  find  them.  In  Souchorim 
itself  there  is  a  famous  Botanical  Garden  where  some  rare  Dam- 
boo  s  are  beinp  cultivated  and  where  we  probably  will  be  •  ble 
to  obtain  seeds  of  some  native  trees  and  shrubs. 

In  regard  to  the  ?T  dica^os  that  occur  here  ant.  which 
I  am  sending  you  under  Too.  413  &  141,  I  may  say  that  they  will 

probably  not  stand  any  jreat  frosts,  for  Eucalyptus  even  remains 

here  out  in  the  open,  while  •-  ac  i nil  vis  .,  '/  ;a,.rjn  e:;c  .  Is: 

and  even  Baot-nix  c-n.iu  ng  -  sd  in  the  public  park. 

ell,  I  ot  lots  of  mail  in  Batoum,  for  I  haven’t 
received  a  letter  now  for  over  a  month. 

Ifith  best  of  regards,  also  to  those  in  the  office,  I  aru 

Yours  respectfully, 


’ 

. 


. 
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Souchoum  „;hle,  Caucasus,  -Russia, 
February  14,  1910. 


De  ar  Rr  .  Fa  i  rch  i  1  dj 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  5  small  parcels  by  Russian 
registered  sample  post.  nhree  of  thera  contain  seeds  of  which 
I  enclose  herewith  the  inventory  notes.  Two  of  these  parcels 
contain  entomological  material  of  which  I  will  give  a  short  list 
on  the  next  pages. 

Of  those  seeds  I  sent,  I  wish  the  very  greater  pert 
would  be  sent  to  our  Garden  in  Chico  as  the  climate  there  will 

suit  the  majority  of  plants  corning  from:  these  parts  of  Russia. 

The  Turkish  tobaccos  1'os.  1238a,  12.59a  and  1240a  are,  of  course, 
exempt  from  In  is.  The  olive  seeds,  Ho.  1236&,  ought  to  be  given 
especial  care  as  some  very  hardy  varietie  s  may  appear  among  them. 

Of  the  Gratae,.  lS,  jj,  1241a,  1242a,  and  1243a,  Professor  Sargent 
might  wish  perhaps  to  have  a  few  seeds.  The  roses,  ho.  1244a,  1245a, 
and  1246a,  might  perhaps  be  va  »  .stoc  -  for  Rouse 

roses,  for  I  was  informed  by  a  few  people  here  that  they  are 

much  easiEr  to  bud  and  graft  than  Rosa  canina  and  that  they  make 
the  scion  groi  very  faster.  Kbs. ,1244a  and  1245a  may  be  forms 

of  l-o sa  semperflorens.  Kb.  1248a  is  probably  a  form  of  Pirus 
Sorbus.  The  fruits  oi  ue  size  of  olives  are  of  a  very  pleasant 
sour-fresh  taste.  No.  1253a,  an  \  liferous  evergreen  shrub, 
possesses  value  as  a  cover  plant  and  hedge  material  near  the 
seaside,  in  mi  Id- wintered  regions;  from  Batoum  I  will  send  a 


few  dried  branches  for  identification. 
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In  the  two  "bags  with  ent omolo-yical  material  there 

are: 

Scales  on  Cupr e  s sus  t o ryl o sa ,  Souchoum  Kale,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
(cultivated).  February  9,  1910. 

Scales  on  Gleditsia  triacanthos,  Souchoum  Kale,  Caucasus,  Russia. 

(escaped  <5:  naturalized).  February  10,  1910. 

Scales  on  Prunua  sp. ,  Souchoum  Kale,  Caucasus,  hussia.  (cultivated) 
February  10,  1910. 

Scales  on  Prunua  laurooerasus,  Souchoum  Kale,  Caucasus,  hussia. 
(cultivated).  February  11,  1910. 

Scales  on  orange  tree.  Jouchoum  -vale,  Caucasus,  hussia.  (cultivated) 
February  11,  1910. 

Scales  on  Ligustrum  coriacetun,  Souchoum  Kale,  Caucasus,  hussia . 

(cultivated).  February  9,  1810. 

Scales  on  Cycas  revoluta.  Souchoum  Kale,  Caucasus,  -Russia, 
(cultivated).  February  11,  1910. 

Scales  on  Feriun  Oleander,  G&jri ,  Caucasus,  Russia.  (cultivated) 

Jshuary  31,  1910. 

Scales  on  Citrus  aurantium,  Gagri,  Caucasus,  Russia,  (cultivated) 
January  31,  1910. 

Thrips  on  Viburnum  odoratissiraum,  Gagri,  Caucasus,  -ussia. 

(cultivated).  January  31,  1910. 

Galls  on  Populus  sp.  Orianda,  Crimea,  uussia.  (cultivated) 

January  25,  1910. 

Galls  on  apple  (caused  b  woolly  aphis)  (cultivated),  llovai  Avon, 


Caucasus,  Russia.  February  7,  1910. 


: 


so  a. 


Galls  on  kilia  sr .  Hear  Chirig,  C  ucasms,  Russia.  February  7,  1910 
Well,  that  is  all .  ut  all  I  have  to  say  on  the  shipped 
material.  In  another  letter  I  will  tell  you  some  about  the  ups 

and  downs  of  our  journey. 

With  best  of  greetings,  I  am 

Yours  respectfully, 

FRAHX  IT.  I.3YSR. 


Bat  o  urn,  Caucasus,  Bus  si  a, 
February  22,  1910. 


Dear  I'jc.  Fairchild; 

Yesterday  I  sent  you,  after  the  customary  troubles 
with  the  post  office  officials  here,  28  packages  of  plants  and 
scions. 


ITos.  430-434  (one  parcel) 

441-446  (one  pareel) 

447-451  (one  parcel)  and  453  went  by  Russian 


parcel  post. 


436,  438, 
and  461, 


Mbs.  421, 

422, 

423, 

424, 

425,  426, 

427,  428, 

429, 

435 

438,  439, 

440, 

452, 

454, 

455  ,  456, 

457,  458, 

459, 

460 

24  packages  all  told,  went  by  Russian  registered  sample 


post. 


I  enclose  herewith  a  set  of  inventory  notes  covering 


this  shipment  and  on  which  notes  I  gave  as  much  information  as 
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I  could  obtain.  Among  this  shipment  the  grapes,  ITos.  441-451, 
are  of  the  most  important,  ho.  448  (Awarsarghua) ,  449  (Agadai), 
450  (3chach-i-soura)  v/ere  especially  recommended  to  me  by  l.Tr. 

A.  3.  Bisicevius,  the  viticulturist  in  charge  of  the  Smitskoi 
vineyards  and  from  v.hom  I  obtained  all  these  grape  cuttings. 

Do  you  know  of  any  good  man  we  might  entrust  ho.  457  (Primula 
acaulis  var.  3ibthorpiij,  a  oeautiful  bluish  flowered  primrose? 
The  two  apples,  Ko a.  437  and  438,  may  also  be  of  great  value 
to  the  southern  sections  of  the  United  States,  especially  there 
where  the  rainfall  is  fairly  great  for  the  annual  rainfall  here 
in  these  sections  of  the  Caucasus  is  great.  I  was  informed  in 
Souchoum  hale,  it  is  about  44  inches  and  in  Datoum  120  inches 
while  in  the  country  laying  between  one  finds  all  intermediate 
amounts. 

7/ ell,  I  will  close  for  this  time.  I  got  a  whole  lot 
of  mail  here  in  3atoum  and  will  say  a  few  days  to  answer  it  all. 

I  remain  v/ith  best  of  greetings,  also  to  all  in  the 

He spect fully  yours, 

sham;  n.  irdYDR. 


of- ice , 
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Dear  l.r .  Fai  rch i  1  d* 


Batouru,  Caucasus,  uussia, 
February  26,  1910. 


Today  I  sent  you  by  Russian  parcel  post  one  package 
labeled  seeds.  It  contains  12  samples  of  various  fruits  and 
nuts  I  purchased  here  in  Batoum  in  different  stores  and  market 
stall.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  a  few  items  of  interest 
among  them,  like  for  instance,  those  2  varieties  of  almonds 
which  are  so  strikingly  different  from  one  another.  The  raisins, 
too,  are  not  the  usual  kinds  and  did  you  ever  see  dried  mul¬ 
berries?  They  are  new  to  me.  The  hazelnuts  and  filberts  are 
staple  crops  here  and  some  propaganda  for  their  culture  in  the 
Southern  United  States  is  certainly  not  to  be  refrained  from. 

I  enclose  12  sheets  belonging-  to  these  above  mentioned 
samples  giving  as  much  information  as  I  was  able  to  obtain. 

Then,  today  we  delivered  to  the  warehouse  of  the 
German  Lloyd  herein  Batoum,  2  boo.es,  (one  large  one,  one  small 
one)  marked  AI  and  addressed  to  hr.  J.  F.  Roosa,  2  Rector  St., 
Hew  Tore,  U.3.A.  These  2  boxes  will  be  shipped  to  hew  York 

« 

by  the  earliest  steamer  and  I  am  arranging  ..ith  hr.  Heingartner, 
our  Consul  here,  to  have  the  whole  affair  settled  through  him. 
The  contents  of  these  2  cases  are  many  and  varied.,  firstly,  a 
large  bag  of  Diospyros  Lotus  fruits,  IIo.  1258a,  to  oe  tested  as 
a  stock  for  Lakis  in  the  mi ld-wintered  regions  of  the  United 


States.  Then  a  large  oag  of  Chickpeas,  To.  1259a*  Then  2  sacks 
of  wheat,  Los.  1260a  and  1261a.  These  wheats  are  said  to  come 
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from  Samsun,  Asia  Minor,  and.  No*  126wa  especially  seems  to  be  a 
fine  red,  hard  wheat.  In  case  you  find  time,  J  would  life  to 
hear  from  you  whether  Mr.  Carl et on  has  anything  to  say  about  it. 
Then,  I  sent  some  pods  o f  .01  ed it  sia  casp ica ,  No*  1262a  and  1269a 
There  is  some  doubt  whether  this  Oleditsia  has  been  introduced 
into  the  Crimea  or- whether  it  really  is  a  native.  I'r.  A.  3. 
Jackson,  a  botanist  at  hew,  England,  is  very  much  interested  in 
them  and  I  suggest  to  send  him  a  few  pods  of  each  number  to 
assist  him  in  the  very  difficult  work  of  determining  the  various 
Cled  it  sias. 


6  number 


pac -cages 


I  enclose  herewith  the  inventory  cards  for  the  above 
s  in  duplicate. 

Then,  you  will  find  in  t  :ese  2  cases  several  (14) 
of  herbarium  material,  namely: 


Juniperus  excelsa, 
Cercis  sili  luastrum, 
Plea  europaea, 

Pirns  sp. 

Hedera  Helix  colchica, 
Crataegus  pyracantha, 
c.n  3s, 


Uniperus  oxycedrus, 
Arbutus  fndrachne , 
rinus  tauricurn, 

3upl  eurum  i  rut  ica  sum , 
Cui-iilnghamia  s  inensis , 

Eagus  orient alis, 
>.ercus  sube'r . 


Of  most  of  this  material  I  would  like  to  see  Prof. 
Sargent  supplied  with  a  liberal  sanple  and  especially  oi 
Junigerus  excolsa,  I.  oxycedrus  m;.  .  inus  tauricum. 


I  trust  r.  Ricker  oi  >  ho  has  charge  of 
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exchange  matters  will  kindly  be  notified  of  our  wishes. 

Then  there  is  a  parcel  containing  10  small  packages 
Of  fungi  collected  here  i  ere  in  the  Caucasus.  There  are 

a  few  strange  ones  among  them  and  I  would  like  to  see  them 
given  to  Dr.  '.  A.  1  ...  .  il  of  the  Botanical  Gardens,  l  ew  York, 
who  is  compiling  a  work  on  fungi  and  requested  re  especially 
to  send  him  material. 

I  also  enclosed  in  the  big  box  some  very  large  speci¬ 
mens  'of  crown  gall  on  1 1  unus  di v  ri cat  a ,  They  may  be  given  to 
those  interested  in  them. 

There  is  also  a  fine  piece  of  a  steamedl  1 1  bamboo 
stem  enclosed;  (from  Phyl lostachys  pubescens)  coming  from 
Chaleva,  near  Batoum,  where  nice  furniture  is  made  already 
from  plantations  of  bamboo  here  the  first  plants  were  set 
out  15  years  ago.  Later  more  about  this  most  interesting 
experiment . 

Then,  you  will  find  1  package  of  tobacco  leaves  of 
he  Trepizand  cigarette  variety  and  1  package  of  the  Samaun 
variety.  Both  are  excellent  varieties  of  which  I  sent  seeds 
sore  days  ago. 

There  are  also  2  samples  of  soils  to  show  the  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  m ture  of  these  soils  and  to  enable  our  spec¬ 
ialists  to  analyze  these  samples. 

I  also  enclosed  some  booxs  in  iussian:  M\ferks  of 
the  Committee  of  Viticulture  &  fine  making, "  "Farming  in 


Turkestan, "  "7/ine  Taking  in  Russai.  Part  VI.  Asiatic  Russia 


. 


. 


, 

. 


. 


. 


• 

(Turkestan) , M  ’’Botanical  Institutions  u  Gardens  ot  Southern 
Guro pf>  and  northern  Africa,”  ’’Botanical  ardens  of  Lisbon, 
Madrid  &  Kew,  '  The  three  first  volumes  were  _.iven  me  in 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  St.  Petersburg;  the  last  2 
I  get  from  Prof*  Lip sky  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Botanical  Garden. 
(All  these  volumes  can  be  presented  to  our  Department  Library.) 

In  English  there  is:  "Practice  of  Hedicine,"  Osier. 

I  really  hate  to  part  with  it,  but  it  is  too  heavy  and  some¬ 
what  too  technical  to  be  of  much  use  to  me.  I  received  it  from 
Dr.  Jrv/in  A.  Gmith  and  I  kindly  v/ish  you  would  return  it  again 
to  him,  with  my  best  thanhs. 

Ghe  catalogues  of  Hesse  and  of  3arbier  I  enclosed 
in  case  you  might  wish  to  retain  them.  Do  me  they  are  too 
heavy  and  not  very  necessary.  i  am  trying  to  reduce  my  bag¬ 
gage  as  much  as  possible  and  will  dispose  of  all  things  not 
absolutely  essential. 

\7ell,  this  covers  about  all  again  and  it  being  2  A.L.. 
I  will  have  to  postpone  another  letter  until  later. 

With  kindest  greetings,  also  to  those  in  the  office, 


I  am 


Respectfully  yours, 

•  MSTSBi 


P#3,  i  found  out  that  the  seeds  oi  an  umbel_iierous  plant 

I  sent  under  l,o.  1253a  are  those  of  ..npleurum  f rut ic osum. 


— 
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Batoum,  Caucasus,  Bus  si  a, 
February  27,  1910. 


Bear  '  r .  Pa i r ch ill: 

These  last  times  I  have  written  you  only  some  short 
Business  letters  and  although  I  know  that  you  won’t  have  time 
enough  to  answer  my  letters,  I  will  simply  jot  these  things 
down  for  reason  that  they  may  be  of  importance  to  know  to 
various  people  interested  in  them. 

I  Believe  I  left  off  on  February  3  when  I  said  I  was 
departing,  February  4,  from  Ca.jri ,  Caucasus  to  Souchoum  Kale 
By  cart.  Well,  we  had  2  soldiers  on  horseback:  with  us  as  a 
guard,  supplied  By  his  Highness,  the  Irince  of  lderiburg,  But 
we  had  to  feed  and  lodge  these  men  and  their  horses,  so  it  came 
rather  high,  this  protection.  Be  had  no  encounters  whatsoever, 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  for  a  scrap  wouldn’t  have  Been  so  Bad  with 
some  of  the  outlaws  here.  'e  were  shown,  of  course,  some  spots 
where  some  people  had  Been  murdered  a  fev,  months  ago,  but  that 
was  all.  On  February  5  we  had  the  whole  day  rain  and  so  much 
of  it  that  we  were  soaked  to  the  skin  and  our  baggage  wet  too. 
This  bit  of  paper  still  shows  the  effect  of  the  moisture  and  my 
envelopes  had  to  Be  opened  while  they  were  still  moist,  But 
still  a  lot  are  glued  together.  On  February  6  we  went  farther 
on  and  slept  that  evening  in  t;he  great  and  celebrated  I, onastery 
at  Hovai  ->von.  A  fine  place  it  is,  with  hundreds  of  monks  run¬ 
ning  about.  Ye  saw  the  next  day,  February  7,  the  Head  Prior, 
spoke  about  cultures  of  plants  and  religious  affairs  (he  was  not 


. 


. 


. 


■ 


. 


' 
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much  interested  in  the  first  subject )  and  saw  the  fine  olive 
plantations  where  nearly  all  t£e  olives  are  grafted.  They  have, 
however,  some  insect  pests  in  them  and  obtain  only  a  snail 
yield  of  olives.  The  apple  orchard  was  infested  with  oolly 
aphis  and  they  were  not  very  successful  in  combatting  it. 

In  the  evening  of  this  day  we  landed  in  Jouchoum  Hale, 
after  having  passed  in  this  four  days’  course  a  very  interest¬ 
ing  country,  full  of  wild  and  rugged  scenery,  one  time  we 
went  through  forests  of  beeches  (ffagus  oriental is  (Lipsky) )  and 
of  Gaprinus  bet  ulus  and  then  again  through  open  lands  where  the 
bracken  {Pteris  aguilina)  had  taken  full  possession.  Sometimes 
we  passed  valleys  full  oi  alders  ( Alnus  glutinosa)  then  again 
we  came  upon  clumps  of  tall  Iterocaria  caucasica  or  saw  a  wild 
pear  full  of  mistletoe.  I  rimula  acaulis  vr  r.  •jibthorpii  with 
its  purplish-blue  flowers  was  seen  here  and  there  on  a  moist 
embankment  and  ^alanthus  nivalis  var.  Caucasica  ran  together 
with  Helleboris  caucasicus  on  some  moist  and  rocky  spots.  In 

9 

the  woods  we  noticed  as  under  growth  the  evergreen  diodendron 
pontic urn  and  the  deciduous  Ph.  f lavum  ( Azalea  pontica) ,  brambles, 
smilax  and  grape  vines  ran  riot  in  the  thickets  and  some  Cornus 
mas  nd  3uxus  semper virens  grev.'  in  stony  cliffs.  The  Caucasus 
is  a  wonderfully  beautiful  land,  fully  rivaling-  California  in 
its  diversity  of  sc-nery,  climates  and  latent  possibilities. 

On  Tuesday,  February  8,  we  had  heavy  rains  again,  but 
thank  Meavens,  we  were  in  our  hot  1  in  Couchoum,  busy  drying  all 
the  wet  baggage.  On  .'ednesday,  February  9,  I  went  to  the  got  an- 


. 


. 


■ 


. 
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ical  gardens  and  saw  '  r.  A.  van  de  felde,  the  head  gardener 
in  charge  who  was  very  icind  to  me  and  showed  me  the  many  things 
they  have  there,  fhere  are  not  many  rare  things  there  from  our 
point  of  view,  out  they  are  testing  new  things  all  the  time. 

I  am  sending  you  herewith  a  few  of  their  public:  tion  in  which 
you  may  find  perhaps  something  of  interest,  if  your  time  allows 
you  to  peruse  them.  There  are  rrumeroui  8  in  them,  but 

they  told  me  they  have  an  awful  lot  of  trouble  with  the  printers. 
Both  Mr.  B.  3.  Markowicz,  the  director,  and  Mr.  A.  van  de  Velde, 
the  head  gardener,  are  very  anxious  to  exchange  with  us  and  they 
told  me  we  are  free  to  ;  sk  for  things  that  we  see  in  their  pub¬ 
lic  tions.  From  us  they  like  especially  to  get  harider  varieties 
of  citrus  and  other  plants  of  economic  interest.  I  gave  your 
name  and  address  and  suggested  to  send  you  their  publications 
regularly.  You  may  correspond  in  English  Mr.  van  de  Velde 
speaks  and  writes  that  tongue.  In  these  publication  I  am  send¬ 
ing  you  herewith,  there  are  some  interesting,  notes  on  various 

bamboos  and  citrus  which  may  be  well  worth  translating  rough-,.- . 

% 

You  will  also  notice  quite  a  few  names  of  tropical  plants 
but,  not  all  of  them  are  alive  any  more;  the  winter  is  some¬ 
what  too  cool  for  the  tender  exotics.  Yhe  dim  te  resembles 
that  of  not t hern  Florida  quite  much,  with  just  a  touch  of 
'  ,tral  California,  Central  Japan  ana  northern  New  Zealand 
thrown  in. 

On  Yeburary  10  we  went  to  the  experimental  station 
near  Souchoum  where  we  saw  the  various  iruit  trees  that  are 
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being  tested.  I'r.  '  inemjage,  the  r  •  nager,  told  us  how  much 
they  are  troubled  with  woolly  aphis  upon  nearly  all  their 
apples  and  how  no  remedies  avail  much  a  gainst  this  American 
pest.  They  had  found,  however,  that  the  White  Calvill  when 
grafted  on  seedling  Candil  3 inape  is  not  attacked  at  all, 
while  on  ordinary  seedling  stocic  it  almost  perishes  vfoen 
young*  Their  experiments  are  not  complete,  ver,  and  this 
inform?  ion  cannot  b©  :  .  as  absolutely  sure.  hen  they 

have  troubles  with  the  stone  fruits*  peaches  and  apricots 
do  not  set  well  and  most  plums  yet  gum  disease  and  especially 
so  the  Japanese,  ’they  often  have  very  cold  fogs  in  early 
spring,  just  at  the  time  the  trees  are  blossoming  and  these 
fogs  are  apparently  very  h  rmful.  I  suggested  to  develop 
their  own  fruits  by  sowing  and  hybridization  and  Hr.  IT.  answered 
that  they  had  come  to  the  same  conclusion  and  were  making 
already  experiments  in  that  line.  I  obtained  from  this  ex¬ 
periment  station  9  different  varieties  of  pomegranates  and 
5  varieties  of  hazelnuts.  They  would  like  to  test  anything 
ve  have  to  offer  and  are  especially  anxious  to  -enow  whether 
the  Shi ser  'iilhelm  apple  and  the  raspberry  apple,  are  not  prov¬ 
ing  to  be  with  us  the  sai  thing.  The  trees  they  have  here  of 

re  growing  to  be  more  and  more  alike,  although 
’hiiiser  Vilhelm*  is  subjected  to  woolly  aphis,  while  the  rasp¬ 
berry  appl a  ’  s  nc  :.  Mr.  Marcowicz  is  s  Iso  director  of  this 
station,  so  all  correspondence  c  n  go  throuh  him. 


' 

. 


. 


. 


. 


. 
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In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  \  e  went  to  a  village 
named  Spasoffka  where  a  collector  lives  of  pacidiig  moss,  for 
which  \;e  were  in  need,  life  were  so  unfortunate  a  s  to  strike  a 
small  cloudburst  and  while  tramping  alonj  the  roads  the  water 

. 

home  everything  had  to  he  washed  out  and  strung  up  to  dry  and 
the  moss  we  lidn'  _ter  all,  jver  brought  it 

the  si.cceedi.i_,  or  any  other  day. 

On  Friday,  February  11,  we  visited  several  places 
in  the  vicinity  of  Souchoum  ICale,  lime  the  beautiful  grounds 
.  Sr  .  :oi  where  an  Interesting  collection  of  ornamental 
palms  is  being  kpet.  It  is  situated  in  the  foothills  of  the 
Caucasian  Coast  Range  and  all  plants  that  grow  in  southern 
California  were  to  be  seen  here,  too,  like  >.-hingt onin  fillfera, 
\,\  robust  a ,  .  ion;.:  ai,  Rrythraea  armrta,  d.  edulis,  Phoenix  in 

several  species,  3 •Foal  in  many  species  and  hybrids,  various 
itr&li&n  acacias  and  Eucalyptus,  etc.  Oranges,  lemons  and 
mandarins  are  ioing  very  well  there  and  I  got  some  cuttings 
of  a  good  lemon  vhich  is  said  to  be  hardier  than  the  ordinary 
varieties. 

lu.  Koeshnier,  the  gardener,  informed  us  tlrt  he 

believes  in  manuring  even  the  so-called  desert  plants  and  he 
shoved  us  the  difference  in  looks  and  in  growth  between 
Opuntias  that  were  manured  and  those  that  were  not  and  there 
was  a  decided  difference  in  favor  of  the  first. 

’Je  also  went  to  7111a  Ryko vitchnikoff  and  saw  some 


' 


. 

. 


. 
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splendid  specimens  there  of  .araucaria  brasiliensis,  which  does 
much  better  in  this  climate  here  than  the  other  Araucarias, 
although  A.  Bidwillii  also  makes  a  fine  diow.  Some  fine  Cali¬ 
fornian  pines,  like  1.  Jeffrey!,  P.  Coulteri,  v.ere  to  he  seen 
and  a  most  impressive  alley  of  Oupresaus  sempervirens  pyramids  lis. 
I  noticed  a  single  specimen  of  I  inus  bungeana,  so  v/e  know  now  that 
this  pine  will  stand  the  southern  California  climate.  Bhen  we 
went  to  the  estates  Sinape  and  Dioscouria,  but  the  hanger,  I  r. 

'A.  Albrecht,  \v  s  not  to  be  found. 

The  next  day,  Saturday,  February  12,  we  experienced 
great  difficulties  in  exchanging  some  American  gold  money  thf t 
I  h  d  still  with  me,  for  rqy  letter  of  credit  was  of  no  use  in 
such  a  small  place  like  Souchoum  Kale.  I  also  went  to  the 
Botanical  hardens  again  and  studied  their  bamboos.  Jhyllo- 
stachys  rnitis  is  by  far  the  best  here,  "out  they  have  set  out  a 
tat  ion  of  Mo  so  (Pny.  pubescens).  gs 

you  will  see  noticed  in  the  three  public  tions  I  am  herewith 
sending  you,  but  they  are  not  as  healthy  as  they  could  be  except 
Riyllostachys  henonis  which  is  almost  a  weed  already  here  and 
there  in  Souchoum. 

Sunday,  February  13  and  1'onday,  14,  we  spent  in  packing 
in  samples  of  seeds  and  sending*  them.  Waterproof  paper  was  not 
to  be  h?  d  in  Souchoum  and  I  had  to  ,ceep  cuttings  and  plants  until 
I  got  to  3a to urn. 

On  Monday,  February  lb,  I  went  again  to  Sinape  where 
Ur.  Albrecht  showed  me  around  and  then  we  proceeded  to  the 
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vineyards  of  BIT,  Smitskoi  an  hour  and  a  half  a- 'ay. 

I  got  a  nice  lot  of  grapevine  cuttin_s  from  !.'r .  A.  E. 
Biskevius,  the  head  gardener  in  charge,  v/hich  cuttings  will 
reach  you  probably  before  this  letter,  de  noticed  how  nearly 
all  of  the  native  Caucasian  grapevires  have  to  be  pruned  with 
very  long  shoots  as  they  do  not  bear  otherwise.  V/e  also 
sanpled  a  few  of  the  native  wines  and  found  them  to  possess 
much  more  tannin  and  coloring  matter  than  most  other  wines . 

I  am  afraid  the  world  at  large  will  select  the  somewhat 
lighter  wines  of  France  in  preference  to  the  very  greater 
part  of  Caucasian  wines! 

It  got  too  late  that  day  to  see  the  orchards  of  the 
Estate  Dioscouria,  but  the  next  day,  February  16,  we  went  there 
again  and  I  got  a  lot  of  scions  of  pears  and  apples,  Nos.  437, 
433,  439  and  440.  Ve  also  v. ere  informed  that  the  "Napoleon” 
apple  is  proving  to  be  resi stent  to  woolly  aphis  at  Dioscoviria 
v/hich  discovery  is  considered  to  be  very  important  in  this 
section  where  whole  orchards  have  to  oe  cut  out  on  account  of 
being  infested  with  this  pest. 

Mr.  E.  Albrecht  was  very  kind  to  me  and  gave  me  quite 
a  lot  of  information  about  native  plants.  He  showed  me  in  the 
greenhouses  how  they  root  such  hard-to-propagate  conifers  as 
Picea  pun  ens,  Picea  excelsa,  in  the  sand;  how  3ciadopitys 
ve  rt i c il 1 at  a  gr  o  ws  much  faster  grafted  on  roots  of  Cunninghamia 
sinensis,  than  on  its  own  roots;  how  the  evergreen  Ligustrum 


lucidum  proves  to  be  a  fine  stock  for  standard  lilacs  in  the 


. 
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mild-wintered  sections  of  P.ussia,  "out  he  much  the  people  in 
the  north  complain  of  their  lilacs  being  killed  by  frost;  how 
the  well-known  rose  (Posa  multi  flora)  is  proving  the  best 
grafting  stock  for  roses  to  he  used  for  forcing  purposes. 

Then,  I  was  told  that  apples  succeed  well  in  the  warn  and  wet 
sections  of  the  Caucasus  when  grafted  on  the  medlar  ( I.fespilus 
germanica) .  J  gt  re  1  r«  Albrecht  your  name  and  address  and  he 
will  send  you  seeds  of  native  plants  and  bulbs  of  native  lilies. 
He  will  also  try  to  obtain  for  us  from  the  northern  part  of  the 
Caucasus  some  good  native  cherries  and  apples.  From  us  he  wishes 
h  rdier  citrus  fruits,  pec  n  nuts,  such  varieties  of  cotton  and 
of  corn  as  succeed  well  in  our  southern  states.  Also  some 
sorghums  from  the  south.  Then  some  seed3  of  California  ever¬ 
greens,  like  Umbel lularia  californica.  Arbutus  menziesi, 
Castanopsis  chrysorhylla,  also  some  sedds  of  lomneya  coulteri. 
Since  he  gave  me  scions  of  pears  and  apples  and  was  influential 
in  obtaining  these  grape  cuttings,  I  suggest  to  send  him  a 
small  bag  with  various  seeds  by  registered  sample  post.  Cor¬ 
respondence  Fcussian  or  German.  I  am  sending  you  herewith  the 
catalogue  the  Estate  3inape  is  publishing  and  which  I  wish 
you  would  keep  on  file.  There  are  many  bamboos  listed  in  it. 

Well,  my  experiences  while  visiting-  the  tea  and 
bamboo  plantations  in  Chokva  will  come  in  another  letter. 

7/ith  best  of  greetings,  also  to  the  office  force, 


I  am,  3ir5 


Respectfully  yours, 


..  :  .  '  :y  :  t 


* 


, 
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TifliS,  Caucasus,  Prussia, 
larch  3,  1910. 


Dear  hr.  Fairchild: 

Ily  last  letter  I  belidve.  ended  with  February  17,  how 
I  intended  to  leave  douchoum  and  that  I  took  a  stea..  er  in  the 
evening  of  that  day  for  Baton.  Fell,  the  next  day,  February 
18,  we  landed  in  that  city,  while  the  rain  poured  down  and 
everything  looked  as  gloomy  and  deserted  as  could  be.  I  saw 
our  Consul,  Hr.  Alexander  Heingartner  and  received  a  large 
stacx  of  rm  il  from  all  quarters  of  the  world. 

On  February  19,  20,  21  and  22  the  rain  simply  con¬ 
tinued  curing  down  all  the  time,  be  pac.ced  in,  novever, 
cuttings  and  seeds  and  pasted  the  maps  from  Turkestan  on 
cloth  and  so  the  time  wasn’t  altogether  lost,  although  we 
could  have  spent  it  better  by  having  collected  out  in  the 
country. 

On  Wednesday,  Feberuary  23,  and  24,  we  went  to 
Chakva  by  railroad,  about  14  miles  from  Bat oum •  Whe  i  irst  day 
we  found  the  director  of  the  tea  and  bamboo  plantations,  It, 

Petr  off,  not  at  home  and  JEr*  K*  R.  Heck,  the  practical  manager 
of  the  plantations  had  to  Oo  to  town  until  evening  so  we  went 
around  partly  \  ith  the  assistance  of  a  Chinaman  irom  ^aron, 
.Low,  i  charge  of  the  tea  manufacture,  partly  oy 

ourselves.  We  saw  how  the  virgin  x orest  in  the  mountains  is 
being  cut  and  how  the  tea  plantations  are  being  extended  From 
year  to  year  until  beginning  15  years  ago  with  a  few  desertines, 
now  they  have  nearly  300  desertines  and  they  mil  probably  make 
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it  in  the  near  future  several  thousands  ox  desert  in  es;  for 
the  tea  produced  is  of  an  excellent  quality  and  finds  a 
ready  sele. 

In  the  evening-  of  February  23  we  had  long  talks  with 
Mr.  Heck  about  tea,  bamboo  and  mandarin  culture,  which  are  the 
three  main  cultures  of  the  Imperial  A  anage  Chakva.  Jhe  next 
day  ve  went  around  and  saw  v  rious  things  under  his  guidance. 

Ihere  are  some  striking  things  to  be  seen  there  in 
Chakva  and  Mr.  Keck  has  ina  ited  quite  some  ideas  of  his 
Own.  For  Instance#  $!he  virgin  xorest,  composed  mostly  of 
beech  ( F -  jus  or i ental i s )  and  Carpinus  bet ulus,  is  cleared  by 
contract  labor.  All  the  dense  undergrowth  is  grubbed  out 
burned;  the  heavy  wood,  however,  is  cut  up  and  used  for  fuel, 
to  be  used  in  the  tea  f  ctory. 

Hie  tea  seeds  are  selected  from  the  best  sti-ains  of 
tea  and  are  planted  in  the  autumn  right  on  the  spot  where  they 
want  their  tea  es.  I'r.  Beck  plants  from  5-8  seeds  in  a 
circle,  about  a  foot  in  iameter  and  says  that  by  having  several 
bushes  come  out  of  the  ground  simultaneously  and  by  not  trans¬ 
planting  the  plants,  he  is  able  to  pick  tea  from  2-3  years 
earlier  and  obtains  straightaway  a  much  larger  yi61d  by  this 
method  than  by  the  old  methods  of  transit  nting  only  1  plant 
to  each  hill. 

He  prunes  his  bushes  rather  severely  in  early  spring, 
February  or  early  larch)  and  by  cutting  b-  ck  severely,  he 
obtains  a  vigorous  new  growth  which  produces  an  excellent 
quality  of  tea  and  much  of  it.  He  pickea  his  bushes  4  times 
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per  year,  that  is  one  time  more  than  is  done  any  where  else, 
he  says  he  knows  his  bushes  won’t  live  as  long  as  those  riven 
a  milder  treatment,  but  he  says  it  is  better  to  obtain  heavy 
yields  from  a  short-lived  pi  ntmtion  and  have  good  quality 
besides,  than  to  .  oor  harvests  of  medium  quality  from 

long-living  plantations.  In  these  ideas  he  is  strikingly 
American  and  I  couldn’t  help  from  complimenting  him  upon  his 
original  ideas  which  he  is  developing  there  all  by  himself. 

7ney  cultivate  a  few  varieties  of  tea  like  .-angra,  Cuina,  a 
locally  developed  variety  and  some  minor  sorts,  --r.  Reck  is 
oi  the  opinion  that  after  all,  tea  varieties  amount  to  very 
little  when  transplanted  to  a  new  locality,  for  tea  acquires 
its  flavor  from  its  locaity  and  not  by  being  of  fixed  habits 
under  all  sorts  of  cultural  conditions.  He  found  that  the 
teas  of  Central  and  South  Central  China  were  the  very  best 
for  this  section  ground  Batoum.  Japanese  tea  is  inferior  in 
flavor  and  in  production  and  Ceylon  and  India  teas  freeze 
back  in  the  cool  winters.  He  believes,  however,  in  selection 
just  the  same  and  says  they  are  selecting  certain  strains  alieady 
in  Chakva  which  are  more  productive  and  less  resistant  to 
attacks  of  diseases. 

I  got  some  interesting-  figures  concerning  prices  of 
labor  and  of  tea.  'The  ordinary  field  labor  is  paid  by  the  day, 
under  supervision,  hov/ev  .r,  oi  foreman  when  at  ork.  -lie  rough 
ordinary  help  receives  but  60  Hope ex s  per  day,  but  the  more 
skilled  ones  from  90  lopeexs  to  L20  rouble,  this  last  amount. 
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however,  is  only  paid  to  those  who  pac<c,  weigh  and  assort  tea. 

lrr.  Reck  says  that  children  are  the  best  tea  pickers. 
They  do  not  tramp  the  soil  down  like  adults,  they  do  not  damage 
the  hushes  as  much  and  they  pick  far  more  than  rown  ups,  some¬ 
times  even  3  times  more.  He  has  pickers  that  collect  2b  lhs  oi 


tea  per  day  which  is  unusually  mucu. 

A  desertine  of  tea  produces  about  1200  Russian  pounds 

of  dry  tea  per  year  which  is  v/orth  roughly  1200  roubles.  Labor 


of  picking,  of  pruning,  of  drying,  curing,  y  c.dn  ,  :to. 
about  900  roubles  so  there  remains  a  clear  profit  oi  about 
roubles  per  desertine.  The  prices  of  tea  vary  from  64  Kopecks 
per  pound  to  18  ^doubles,  but  the  ordinary  tea  is  sold  at  1 . 

to  1.80  per  pound. 

I  tasted  tea  of  several  qualities  and  must  say  that 
they  possess  a  fine  flavor,  they  are  between  the  Chinese  and 

the  lighter  Ceylon  teas  in  flavor  and  color. 

The  drying  and  curing  of  the  tea  is  like  it  is  done 

in  India  and  Ceylon  and  Bnglish  machinery  is  used  and  very  little 
new  can  he  said  about  that,  the  summer  temperatures  are  high  in 
the  Caucasus  and  the  tea  is  mostly  dried  hy  being  placed  on 
cloth  trays  underneath  an  iron  roof  and  temper  tures  are  said 


to  be  fierce  there  in  summer. 

A  novelty  I  observed  in  those  tea  plantations  at  Cnakva 

was  the  planting  of  shade  trees  between  the  tea  bushes  ana  the,' 

use  here  the  Albizzia  Julibrisain,  being  planted  at  distances  of 

:  r.  Reck  says  th-  t 


from  20  to  25  feet  apart  in  all  directions. 
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they  are  very  "beneficial  to  the  tea  plantations,  making  the 
leaves  larger  and  darker  green  and  "best  of  all  yet,  prolong¬ 
ing  the  season  of  picking,  enabling  them  to  postpone  picking 
for  a  couple  of  days  while  on  the  non-shaded  plantations  the 
loss  of  one  day  means  a  reduction  in  quality.  In  rny  ov.n 
wanderings  in  China  or  Japan  I  never  saw  shade  trees  in  tea 
plantations,  save  an  occasional  Cyrano c  1  a dus  chi ne ns i s ,  but  then 
I  haven’t  been  in  the  best  districts  of  either  one  of  these 
countries  and  do  not  know  whether  1'r.  deck’s  idea  is  new  or  not. 

These  tea  plantations  at  Chakva  are  situated  on  very 
rolling  land  and  the  soil  is  of  a  reddi sh- clayey  nature,  very 
fertile  apparently  and  resembling  very  much  the  soil  in  the 
mountainous  districts  in  Central  China.  However,  it  washes 
away  here  and  there  and  to  prevent  this  dense  clumps  of  Cryp- 
tomeria  japonica  a;e  planted,  as  close  together  as  possible  and 
it  is  strange  to  see  how  these  trees  grow  healthy  and  veil,  even 

at  distances  of  only  2-3  feet  apart. 

In  conclusion  I  may  say  that  certain  sections  of  the 
Caucasus  have  a  very  bright  prospect  for  the  reduction  of  a 
good  quality  of  tea  and  that  in  case  the  rice  of  native  labor, 
which  is  mostly  non-Russian,  doesn’t  soar  too  high,  tea  will  be 
a  profitable  crop,  especially  so  to  the  small  farmer  with  a 
large  family.  In  how  far  the  American  farmer  can  profit  from 
the  experiences  at  ‘Chakva  is  a  big  question.  Certain  sections 
of  the  Couth  Atlantic  coast  certainly  are  able  to  produce  a 
good  tea,  but  whether  the  price  of  labor  isn't  prohibitive, 
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is  another  question  for  to  produce  good  qualities  of  tea,  the 
picking  apparently  seems  to  have  to  be  done  by  hand. 

In  a  next  letter  my  observations  on  the  bamboo  cul¬ 
tures  at  Chakva. 

With  best  greetings  also  to  those  in  our  office, 

I  am 


Yours  respectfully, 

FRA IW.  H.  MEYER 

P.  S.  Perhaps  Dr.  Chas .  U.  Shepard  at  Summerville,  N.  C. 
would  be  interested  in  the  information  I  am  giving  herewith. 


Dear  Mr.  Fairchild: 


Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
March  3,  1910. 


A  few  hours  ago  I  sent  you  a  letter  about  the  tea 
plantations  in  Chakva  and  now  I  will  come  to  the  bamboo  cul¬ 
tures  there  which  are  perhaps  even  more  interesting  to  us  than 
the  tea. 


Firstly,  these  bamboos  here  in  Chakva  were  intro¬ 
duced  by  Mr.  J.  3\T.  Klingen,  superintendent  of  the  Imperial 
Domains  in  the  Caucasus,  he  travelled  with  several  assistants 
in  Indio,  China  and  Japan  for  a  few  years,  I  was  informed, 
and  brought  back  various  bamboos,  tea  and  some  minor  plants. 
The  total  cost  of  this  expedition  has  been  72,000  roubles  as 


. 
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I  was  informed  there  in  Chakva.  They  consider  it,  of  course,  a 
pretty  steep  amount,  but  it  is  fully  worth  the  money,  however, 
for  a  few  new  industried  have  been  established  here  in  the 
Caucasus . 

The  climate  there  in  Chakva  is  a  mixture  of  many 
climates;  Central  China,  Central  Japan,  Central  California, 

North  Florida,  and  North  New  Zealand  have  all  contributed  to 
its  peculiar  atmosphere.  The  summer,  for  instance,  is  long 
and  hot,  with  quite  some  humidity,  the  spring  is  nice  and  warm 
with  rain  and  sunchine  intermixed,  the  autumn  is  long,  warm 
and  dry  and  the  so-called  winter  short  and  rather  wet. 

Now  about  the  bamboos  here.  The  four  main  sorts  are 
"oso  (Phyllostachys  pubescens),  Japanese  wadake  (Ph.  ouillioi), 
Chinese  Madake  (Ph.  sp.)  and  the  black  bamboo  (Ph.  nimra ) .  These 
four  are  cultivated  for  their  lumber  which  of  the  last  three  is 
mainly  used  in  furniture  manufacture,  while  Moso  furnishes  poles 
for  military  purposes,  like  for  field  telegraphs,  for  field 
telephones,  etc.  The  demand  for  these  poles  is  very  much 
greater  than  the  supply.  They  cultivate,  however,  also  other 
species  of  bamboos  like  Arundinaria  Simoni,  Arund inaria  .japonica, 
Pambusa  gracilis  ,  B .  Quad  ran  ?rula  r  i  s  ,  B.  striata  argentea ,  B . 
verticillata,  ?hyl 1 o s tachys  aurea ,  Ph.  rusci folia,  Ph.  vividi- 
ylaucescens  and  several  that  haven't  been  identified  as  yet. 

A  few  of  those  are  also  sparingly  used  in  furniture  making, 
but  Mr.  K.  R.  Rechk,  the  manager  and  of  wrhom  I  wrote  in  my 


heretofore  mentioned  letter,  says  that  they  are  not  worth 


. 
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the  space  t aey  occupy  and  he  sticks  mainly  to  the  four  first 
mentioned  sorts.  This  may  be  so  in  Chakva,  but  I  was  informed 
here  in  Tiflis,  that  Phyllostachys  aurea  is  a  very  good  species 
here  and  in  other  localities  where  it  is  not  so  warm  as  in 
Chakva.  It  has  successfully  withstood  a  temperature  of  23° 

Celsius  (which  is  close  to  10°  below  Fahr.)  according  to  Vr. 

S.  IT.  Timofeen,  the  Government  Agronomist  here  in  Tiflis. 
Phyllostachys  mitis  and  P.  Ouillioi  are  also  said  to  have  stood 
unhurt  such  a  low  temperature. 

TTow  to  come  back  to  the  bamboos  at  Chakva,  Phyllo¬ 
stachys  oubescens  (moso)  thrives  best  of  very  heavy  reddish  clayey 
soil  on  hillsides.  It  takes  a  long  time  to  be  established  and  is 
not  so  productive  as  the  Japanese  Madake,  (Ph.  ouillioi)  but- 
a  good  sized  pole  produces  12  roubles  worth  of  flower  vases, 
which  are  very  popular  just  now  and  in  case  the  market  should 
become  glutted  with  such  vases  and  they  are  not  selling  any 
longer,  then  the  military  authorities  are  willing  to  take  any 
quantity  of  them  for  field  poles  and  in  case  that  source  of 
offset  should  fail,  then  house  builders  all  over  Russia  are  in 
need  of  light  and  strong  scaffolding  material.  Right  now  they 
could  dispose  of  very  large  quantities  in  Tiflis.  Of  live 
plants  too,  they  have  much  demands  and  they  charge  15  roubles  for 
one  rooted  shoot.  One  trouble  with  TToso  is  that  on  account  of 
its  weight  and  largeness,  the  labor  of  cutting  and  transporting 
is  much  more  expensive  than  with  other  bamboos. 
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Phyllostachys  ouillioi,  (Japanese  Madake).  This  very 
useful  bamboo  does  not  need  as  good  a  soil  as  Moso,  thrives  on 
level,  less  sheltered  nlaces  fully  as  well  as  on  sloping,  pro¬ 
tected  sites  and  is  very  productive.  Vr.  Rech  prefers  it  for 
all  around  usefulness,  to  any  other  bamboo.  The  stems  arrow  to 
be  50  to  60  feet  long  and  taper  only  ver  little.  When  the  wood 
isn't  too  hard  yet,  a.  i.  of  2  or  3  year  old  ooles,  it  is  used 
for  furniture  making.  Has  it  become,  however,  quite  hard,  as 
in  a  6  or  7  year  old  cane,  then  it  is  most  excellent  for  water 
pipes  and  Hr.  Rech  has  water  -pipes  underground  that  have  been 
there  now  for  seven  years  and  do  not  show  any  sign  of  deteriora¬ 
tion.  These  nines  are  from  10  to  15  meters  long  and  there  is 
a  lara-e  demand  for  them  locally  at  6  kopecks  per  meter,  as  they 
are  much  cheaper  than  iron  pines. 

Phyllostachys  so.  (Chinese  T,adake)  (perhans  Ph.  mitis) 
requires  about  the  same  conditions  as  the  Japanese  madake.  It 
grows  rather  slender  and  suffers  somewhat  from  being  blown  over, 
when  the  soil  is  wet  or  on  light  soil  ground.  It  is  mainly 
used  in  furniture  making  and  for  fishing  rods. 

Phyllostachys  nigra,  (the  black  bamboo)  is  of  smaller 
growth  than  the  nreceding  sorts.  It  is  not  very  exacting  as  to 
soil  and  locality,  but  seems  to  prefer  a  black  moist  earth  and  a 
somewhat  sheltered  nlace  to  do  best.  It  is  used  exclusively 
in  the  lighter  furniture  manufacture,  like  lie-ht  tables,  little 
cupboards,  picture  frames,  ornamental  baskets,  etc.  It  is  also 
much  beloved  for  souvenir  walking  canes. 
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Altogether  there  are  now  about  30  desertines  of  land 
devoted  to  the  culture  of  bamboos  there  in  Chakva  and  it  is  far 
too  little  to  allow  them  to  work  all  the  time.  The  furniture 
made  from  bamboo  is  very  polupar  and  sells  at  good  prices.  I 
asked  for  a  solid  rocker  chair  and  was  informed  it  sells  for 
12  roubles.  As  the  prices  of  furniture  and  especially  of  ar¬ 
tistic  furniture  are  rather  high  in  Russia,  these  prices  are 
not  at  all  considered  steep. 

How  about  a  novelty  I  observed  there  in  Chakva  in 
connection  with  the  utilization  of  bamboo  as  a  furniture  material. 
Mr.  Rech  found  out  He  had  to  treat  his  bamboo  stems  with  steam 
to  prevent  them  from  cracking,  after  thay  had  been  made  into 
furniture;  he  had  a  steam  engine  ordered  that  supplies  steam 
to  three  iron  cylinders,  that  are  respectively  12,  9  and  6  meters 
long,  while  they  are  about  l|  foot  in  diameter.  The  stems  are 
pushed  into  these  cylinders  until  they  are  quite  full,  the  doors 
are  closed  then  with  bolts  and  steam  of  3i  atmospheric  pressure 
is  being  applied  then  for  about  an  hour.  Thin  canes  need  less 
time  and  heavy  ones  more.  When  these  bamboo  stems  have  been 
sufficiently  long  in  the  cylinders  they  are  taken  out  when  warm 
yet,  are  wined  off  with  a  wet  rag  to  take  the  sticky  coat  off, 
that  they  have  sweated  out  and  are  allowed  to  cool  off  after 
which  they  are  laid  on  racks  in  an  airy  barn  where  the  winds 
have  free  access,  but  where  the  sun  does  not  shine.  The  stems, 
after  they  become  dry,  have  a  slightly  brown-green  look,  which 
is,  however,  an  improvement  upon  the  otherwise  .erass-green  color, 
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which  the  young  stems,  especially,  have.  Mr.  Rech  says  that  the 
steaming  process  isn't  quite  satisfactory  as  yet  for  there  are 
still  a  number  of  stems  that  crack  after  they  have  dried.  He 
asked  me  how  they  prevented  this  cracking  in  China  and  Japan. 
Well,  the  Chinese  simply  waterlog  their  bamboos  for  several 
months,  but  even  then  one  sees  cracked  bamboos  once  in  awhile. 

I  suggested  to  try  more  steam,  that  is,  a  higher  pressure,  or 
to  give  them  a.  heated  oil  bath,  which  last  method  Dutch  carpen¬ 
ters  use  in  making  utensils  from  the  strong  but  easily  cracked 
beechwood. 

To  bend  the  smaller  pieces  of  bamboo  for  furniture 
and  decorative  fence  making,  they  first  fill  the  to-be-bended 
joint  with  dried  sand  and  then  apply  the  flame  of  a  plumber's 
lamp  to  it,  bending  it  while  heating  and  when  done  carefully, 
few  pieces  break  under  this  rather  novel . process.  You  can  see 
by  the  photos  enclosed  that  although  the  bends  are  not  abrupt, 
still  one  would  not  expect  hollow  bamboo  to  allow  itself  to  be 
turned  like,  for  instance,  in  these  bedstead  front  and  back 
pieces  on  the  large  photo. 

As  to  the  cost  of  steaming  bamboo  poles,  Mr.  Rech 
says  it  isn't  more  than  1-|-  kopeck  per  cane,  large  and  small 
ones  included.  I  presume  it  is  a  little  bit  more  when  one 
counts  the  outlay  on  machinery,  which  I  hardly  think  Mr.  Rech 
inc luded. 

Well,  altogether  I  am  very  pleased  I  saw  these  bam¬ 


boo  experiments  there  in  Chakva.  It  shows  that  the  white  race 
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too  is  able  to  do  something  with  these  most  useful,  but  strange 
to  say,  so  longly  neglected  giant  reeds.  As  a  material  to  make 
children- room  furniture  from,  it  simply  cannot  be  excelled. 

It  is  light,  yet  strong  and  even,  if  children  fall  with  various 
pieces,  they  won't  hurt  themselves,  nor  break  the  furniture  and 
it  is  artistically  looking  and  easily  cleaned.  Then  the  labor 
of  cultivating  and  caring  for  the  bamboo  is  not  a  hard  one  and 
the  utilization  of  the  material  in  furniture  manufacture  basket 
making,  and  for  other  purposes  doesn't  call  forth  a  great  amount 
of  physical  strength  or  of  costly  implements  and  can  be  done 
even  by  people  at  home  as  a  side  occupation  and  bring  in  quite 
some  welcome  cash.  I  hope  to  see  the  time  yet  that  there  are 
some  large  areas  in  our  southern  states  devoted  to  these  so  use¬ 
ful  plants  and  that  we  have  a  feeling  then  that  our  labors  in 
describing  and  introducing  these  various  bamboos  were  not  alto¬ 
gether  wasted.  When  I  use  the  word  we,  I  mean  of  s  urse  you, 
Mr.  Fairchild  ,  and  those  of  us  who  also  assisted  somewhat  in 
trying  to  make  bamboo  culture  a  real  success  in  America. 

Well,  with  best  of  wishes,  also  to  all  in  the  office, 

I  am 


Respectfully  yours, 


FRA1TF  N.  VFYFR. 


•  :  ~  ;  ..v  j‘  .i  c.rt-rs*  ittl 


:  DMWj*  i aOic-Y 


Tif lis,  Cauc-.sus, 


9  29. 


Russia., 

larch  4,  IS 10. 


Dear  Hr .  Dai  rch  i  Id: 

Yesterday  I  sent  you  hy  Russian  registered  sample 
post  7  packages  numbered  462-468  (inclusive)  containing  scions 
or  hudwood  of  apples  and  cherries.  Today  I  am  sending-  you 
again  one  package  hy  Russian  parcel  post  numbered  469-471  and 
containing  cutting®  or  scions  of  some  fine  varieties  of  grapes. 

We  are  having  no  end  of  trouble  with  the  Russian 
post  office  authorities,  who  insist  upon  all  kinds  of  abso¬ 
lutely  unnecessary  formalities.  The  farther  East  we  are  travel¬ 
ling  the  worse  it  seems  to  get  with  those  people.  A  registered 
sample  is  rather  easily  accepted,  but  a  prcel,  my,  it  has  to 
be  tied  with  an  unbroken  string,  from  6  to  15  seals  have  to  be 
affixed,  from  6  to  8  papers  have  to  be  filled  out  for  each 
parcel  and  then  we  have  to  pledge  ourselves  by  signature,  that 
in  case  further  claims  are  trade  upon  us  we  v/ill  pay  such  claims, 
I  suppose  in  Turkestan  they  von’ t  accept  parcels  at  all  any 
more,  just  like  when  I  was  in  Harbin  where  they  wouldn’t  accept 
any  parcels  to  Poreign  countries  at  all. 

The  ignorance  of  the  post  office  people  is  simply 
terrible.  America  seems  to  be  considered  less  civilized  than 
Guinea.  In  China  one  knows  one  cannot  hope  for  too  much 
in  the  line  of  postal  facilities,  but  here  in  Russia  aso-called 
white  man’s  country,  well,  it  is  simply  astonishing! 


■ 
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I  enclose  the  inventory  notes  belonging  to  these 
af o rement i oned  shipments  in  duplicate.  I  put  as  much  on  them 
as  I  was  able  to  find  out.  All  the  numbers  with  the  exception 
of  470  which  is  a  grape  from  the  Crimea  are  native  to  the 
Caucasus  and  there  may  be  a  few  ^ood  things  among  them.  ia-. 
462,  463  and  464  are  apples  from  a  native  Mngrelian  orchard. 

We  were  allowed  to  take  a  small  quantity  only,  chat  is  the 

reason  there  are  so  few  scions. 

ITos.  465,  466,  467  and  468  are  real  native  cherries 

and  as  I  am  here  in  the  vicinity  of  the  reputed  home  of  the 
cherry  (namely  in  Kerazont,  Asia  linor)  it  may  be  that  we  will 
find  some  good  thing#  among  them.  The  grapes,  ITos.  469,  470  and 
471  are  good  varieties  of  table  grapes.  I  -onder  whether  l:o. 
469,  "Dondrelabi”  will  really  turn  out  to  be  "G-ros  Colmant  de 
Caucase”  as  the  Russians  claim  it  is.  In  case  that  is  so, 
more  Caucasian  grapes  have  a  future  as  hot  house  grapes  and 
ought  to  be  tested. 

Well,  that  is  about  all  this  time.  I  am  having  some 
difficulties  here  with  the  interpreter  whose  energy  seems  to 
be  on  the  collapse;  then  the  passport  of  the  assistant,  a  real 
gardener  he  is,  is  running  out  and  troubles  are  expected;  and 
last  but  not  least,  good  photographers  here  in  Russia  are  as 
scaroe  as  white  ravens  and  they  ruin  iilms  or  work  entrusted 
to  them.  This  is  a  difficult  land  and  I  wonder  not  any  longer 
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why  travellers  shun  it  Hue  the  plague.  The  people  themselves 
are  ignorant,  hut  good  natured  as  a  v/hole,  hut  conditions  are 
downright  had. 

With  best  of  greetings  to  you  all,  I  am 

Yours  respectfully, 

FRANK  IT.  HEYER. 


Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
Ivferch  9,  1910. 


Pear  Ir.  Fairchild: 

Yesterday  I  sent  you  hy  registered  Russian  sample 
post  3  small  bags  numbered  472,  473,  474  and  containing  some 
rooted  young1  trees  of  a  Y/ild  almond,  a  wild  cherry  and  bulbs 
of  a  Colchicum.  I  enclose  herewith  the  inventory  cards  in 
duplicate  and  suggest  that  in  case  the  material  reaches  you 
in  good  shape,  to  have  it  forwarded  to  Chico,  where  the  plants 
in  all  probabilitiy  willfeel  more  at  home  than  in  ’Washington. 

I  am  having  lots  of  difficulties  here  v/ith  the 
interpreter;  there  are  so  many  languages  here  in  the  Caucasus 
that  one  is  simply  lost.  In  a  next  letter  more.  I  remain 

Yours  respectfully, 


FRAKK  II.  ISYSR, 


J 
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Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
larch  9,  1910. 


Dear  I.  x .  Fairchild; 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  as  registered  printed 
natter,  the  catalogue  which  is  "being  published  by  the  Imperial 
Domains  at  Chakva  ne  r  atoum.  You  will  find  in  it  quite  a 
list  of  bamboos  and  other  interesting  plants;  I  didn’t  myself 
see  all  the  plants  mentioned  in  this  catalogue  as  the  domains 
are  much  spread  out  and  one  would  have  to  stay  a  week  to  see 
all . 

There  are  a  few  interesting'  things,  however,  on  which 
I  want  to  come  back.  For  instance,  they  have  found  out  there 
in  Batoum  and  vicinity  that  the  cast-off,  or  rather  pulled-off, 
leaves  of  Dracaena  or  Cordyline  indivisa  constitute  an  excellent 
tying  material  and  there  is  a  growing  demand  for  it*  The  dry 
leaves  sell  on  the  spot  for  1.50  roubles  per  pood.  These  dry 
leaves  can  be  kept  on  a  dry  airy  place  for  a  number  of  years 
without  spoiling.  V/hen  needed,  they  are  wetted  and  can  be 
split  in  several  strips;  with  these  strips  grape  vines  can  be 
tied  to  trellises  ana  good  quality  of  this  Dracaena — this  tying 
material  last  from  2  to  3  years  out  in  the  open,  while  willows 
or  Pueraria  thunbergiana  stems  only  last  one  year.  Can  we  use 
this  information  in  California,  where  the  Dracaena  palm,  as  it 
is  called,  grows  plentifully  in  so  many  towns.  Could  you  kindly 
brin_  this  news  ,  if  it  is  new s,  to  Prof.  Husmann’ s  attention. 
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Then  you  may  see  in  the  catalogue  some  Russianized. 
Japanese  names  of  mandarins.  They  are  going*  in  for  mandarin 
culture  very  strongly  there  along  the  Black  3ea  coast  of  the 
Caucasus.  They  found  out  that  Italian  varieties  of  mandarins 
are  absolutely  worthless  for  their  regions  as  they  are  late 
in  ripening  (February  and  I'arch)  and  then  get  caught  and 
spoiled  by  frosts,  but  that  Central  Chinese  and  Japanese 
varieties  are  ready  to  be  taken  from  the  trees  in  Tovember 
and  December  and  esca,pe  being-  hurt.  The  variety  TJnshu-Ilkan 
is  especially  popular  here.  It  seems  closely  related  to  the 
Sat  sum  orange  in  general  habits  and  hardiness.  They  graft 
all  their  mandarins  and  oranges  on  trifoli&ta  stock  and  there 
isn’t  enough  of  the  last  here  so  they  import  even  seeds  from 
Boehmer  &  Co.  at  Yokohama  at  pretty  stiff  prices.  One  hears 
marvellous  tales  of  the  amount  of  money  there  is  in  these 
randarins.  They  say  from  10GD  to  3000  roubles  profit  per 
desertine! 2  3ut — 30  years  ago  they  had  such  a  cold  spell  along 
the  Black  Sea  that  big  specimens  of  Cunninghamia  s ine ns i s  froze 
•to  the  ground  and  it  is  said  that  in  historical  times  once  the 
Black  Sea  was  even  frozen  over  so  they  are  living  really  on  a 
sleeping  volcano  with  their  sub-tropical  cultures,  .  an.  However, 
is  naturally  optimistic  and  his  memory  but  short  and  people  live 
and  act  as  if  calamities  had  never  occurred.  I  advised  the 
people  to  bank  up  their  grafted  citrus  stock  every  fall  so  as 
to  be  sure  that  in  case  a  real  hard  freeze  occurred  they  wouldn’t 
lose  the  whole  thing  and  a  few  men  were  very  ..lad  to  get  my 
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suggestions.  They  had  never  thought  of  it  before.  The  .'-at 
citrus  •  nioa,  is  also  becoming  a  favorite  these  last  year®. 

A  few  years  ago  hr.  Reck  could  hardly  dispose  of  them  at  2.50 
roubles  per  pood,  while  now  he  pets  10  roubles  lor  die  same 
quantity.  Preserved  locuats  tell  at  1  rouble  and  over  per 
pound  in  St.  I  >urg  and  mo  scow  and  are  consid 

dainty  delicacy. 

In  the  Chakva  catalogue  there  is  also  written  than 
"leococca  cordata  plants  sell  at  25  and  40  kopecks  per  piece, 
well,  they  have  planted  an  avenue  of  this  Aleuritis  here  and 
they  say  the  trees  are  very  handsome  in  early  summer  when  in 
bloom.  They  haven’t  begun  as  yet  to  utlize  the  nuts,  but  they 
intend  to  do  so  for  they  yield  60-65,4  oil  as  they  had  found  out. 

Staphylea  colchica  is  noted  as  a  shrub  of  which  the 
flowers  and  flower  stalks  can  be  pickled.  I  spoke  about  these 
things  with  some  people  here  in  Tiflis  and  they  say  that  the 
taste  is  all  right. 

Pueraria  Phunbergiana  is  recommended  as  a  fodder 
plant  for  cattle  and  horses  and  as  a  cover  for  embankments  and 
waste  lands. 

Ulese  europaeus  is  much  planted  as  a  hedge,  but — it 
is  a  very  bad  plant  for  that.  It  needs  a  wire  to  keep  it  iron 
falling  over.  It  is  not  even  growing  and  in  dry  v/eather  it 
easily  burns  up.  Citrus  trifoliata  was  found  to  be  the  best 
hedge  material  but  it  is  far  too  scarce  at  the  present  to  be 
used  for  that  purpose.  'Thuya  on  entails  is  also  a  good  ned^e 


for  inside  divisions,  u  rom  the  main  roads,  as  it  is  neither 
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spiny  nor  strong  enough  to  keep  intruders  away. 

ddgeworthia  papyri fera.  With,  this  plant  they  had 
experimented  and  had  even  Japanese  expert  paper  makers  in 
Chakva  a  few  years  ago.  Chey  managed  to  . roduce  a  good  paper 
hut  the  expenses  became  too  high  and  they  discarded  the  experi¬ 
ments  and  sent  the  Japs  home  again. 

Hiormium  tenax.  It  proves  to  he  too  expensive  to 
extract  the  fibre  and  the  plants  are  only  kept  now  as  curiosities. 
Boehmeria  nivea  comes  under  the  same  heading  as  the  former. 

Ifith  campher  trees,  -fcus  vernicifsra  and  Chamaerops 
excel sa,  experiments  are  still  made.  Jhey  are  in  hopes  to  pro¬ 
duce  commercial  lacquer  from  the  Bhns ;  the  fibre  from  the 
Chamaerops  they  hope  to  utilise  in  mattresses  and  cordage. 

Of  Jiospyros  aki  several  varieties  are  being  grown, 
all  Japanese,  the  complaint  is  that  the  people  don’t  buy  the 
fruit  and  it  rots  on  the  ground  for  lack  of  purchasers. 

That  is  about  all  about  the  interesting  estate  Chakva, 
vdiere  I  spent  a  few  valuable  hours.  Ir.  :eck  will  be  pleased 
to  obtain  from  us  the  name  of  a  book  on  the  manufacture  of 
lacauer,  if  possible,  in  the  German  language,  as  he  does  not 
read  English.  Bhen  they  would  like  to  obtain  from  us  a  few 
sample  packages  of  Japanese  millet  ( Pani  cum  o  u  3-  ga  1 1  i  )  also 
of  some  good  strains  of  ordinary  millet  ( ,i ■  .tarj-a  1  ta.l 10  )  and 


a  few  tubers  of  the  sweet  potato.  I  trust  it  won’t  be  very 


. 


. 
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difficult  or  expensive  to  send  him  these  thin  s,  will  it? 

Veil,  I  close  with  kind  regards,  also  to  all  in 


the  office. 


Respectfully  yours, 
jRAl-TK  KERB 


Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
larch  10,  1910. 


Dear  T'r .  fair  chi  Id: 

Today  it  is  the  third  day  we  are  having  rain  here 
and  although  I  have  quite  some  running  about  to  do  here  in 
this  city  and  vicinity,  I  better  stay  indoors  and  answer  the 
many  letters  tir  t  I  have  been  receiving  of  late. 

Letter  of  December  7,  1909,  telling  me  the  very 
pleasant  and  interest!  -3  that  Vr.  Kale  of  reorgicn  Peac. 

fane  has  decided  to  plant  out  10  acres  of  ?a  no  pan  persimmons. 
Yes,  I  itnew  somebody  would  sooner  or  later  get  interested  in 
that  fellow;  I  do  hope  they  will  turn  out  t  o  be  a  real  aiccess 
in  Deorjia. 

I  also  see  your  interesting  item  about  the  chickpea 
and  it  .  dag  a  feood  bread.  Well*  0  WOttld  ha  VS  thought  that. 

I  have  eaten  in  lexico  sometimes  Carbanoos  baied  entire  in 
special  little  loaves  and  also  loaves  ba^ed  from  green  pea  flour, 
but  to  my  knowledge  1  diin’t  tast  •  chicicpea  bread  as  ;.et. 


* 
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have  made  extensive  enquiries  these  last  tires  about  good 
varieties  of  chickpeas  in  Russia,  hut  there  don’t  seem  to  he 
many.  Here  in  the  Caucasus  we  have  only  come  across  one 
variety  as  yet.  ,Ve  heard,  however,  in  Bat oum  that  there 
exists  a  very  large  one  in  Constantinople;  perhaps  you  might 
try  to  get  that  through  the  Embassy  there  or  through  the 
Consul.  The  native  races  of  the  Caucasus  use  the  chickpea 
hut  sparingly  apparently,  hut  the  Persians,  Turks,  Armenians, 
who  are  all  represented  here  by  large  colonies  eat  them  quite 
much  in  soups  and  with  meat  stews.  Fy  assistant,  who  hails 
trom  Southwestern  Russia  says  that  they  make  a  very  fine  puree 
soup  from  the  chickpea  which  tastes  much  better  than  the  ones 
made  from  peas  or  lentils.  He  also  isn’t  acquainted  with  more 
than  one  variety.  e  will  keep,  however,  these  matters  in 
mind  and  he  on  the  look  out. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  LTr.  Aaronsohn  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  such  a  nice  lot  ox'  money  for  his  experiment 
station  in  Palestine.  He  may  he  of  great  value  to  us  as  a 
cooperator,  although  no  doubt  he  will  obtain  much  more  from  us, 
than  we  will  he  -hie  to  get  from  his  country. 

Letter  of  December  17,  1909,  about  difficulties  in 

'  ~~~ - -  i 

getting1  permits,  etc.  in  Russia.  Tesj  a  strange  country  this 
is.  Privately  the  people  are  extremely  kind,  but  officially, 
well,  I  better  be  silent  until  some  other  time. 

Letter  of  December  24,  1909,  about  the  collecting  of 
herbarium  material  so  as  to  be  able  to  study  new  place  effect. 
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Tes,  I  will  try  to  do  so.  I  am  awaiting  the  description  of 
the  simple  apparatus  as  used  hy  Prof.  Keller man  in  Ohio.  In 
this  time  of  the  year  there  is,  of  course,  very  little  to 
collect  except  a  few  evergreens,  later  on  the  work  will  come, 
however. 

About  more  and  better  photos,  yes,  a  good  idea.  I 
only  wish  you  could  just  have  a  try  here  in  Russia.  They  are 
the  poorest  lot  of  photographers  here  in  this  land  that  I  ever 
came  across.  .1 hey  can't  develop  films  even  well.  An  ideal 

thing  would  be  to  have  a  professional  photographer  along  with 
one  who  simply  carried  a  complete  outfit.  V/ilson’ s  photos. 

Yes,  I  wrote  you  about  them.  He  got  the  best  possible  assis¬ 
tance  from  a  friend  of  his  in  Kevv  who  is  himself  more  or  less 
of  a  naturalist  and  tales  official  plant  photos  at  Kew  Gardens. 
V/ilson,  however,  kept  his  plates  undeveloped  for  2  years  and 
therewith  simply  trusted  to  his  good  luck.  In  9  cases  out  of 
10  they  would  have  been  ruined  and  who  knows  really  how  many 
were  ruined;  ilson  always  did  things  on  a  rather  large  scale 
and  doesn’t  say  much  about  details.  In  case  the  best  of  my 
Chinese  pictures  ware  enl  d  and  mounted  like  ilsons,  they 
would  make  similar  impressions.  I  may  say  that  the  short  focus 
lens  which  was  fitted  to  my  ordinary  camera  is  not  doing  first 
class  work  out  in  the  open;  for  indoor  work  or  under  conditions 
with  very  much  reduced  light  it  is  far  better.  Iy  new  camera 
is  being  tried,  we  don’t  mow  yet  how  it  acts,  but  it  is  a  good 
one  and  I  am  getting  acquainted  with  its  qualities.  About 
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photos  taken  in  Trance  or  Germany  "bearing  on  the  nursery 
"business,  yes  I  took  about  a  dozen,  "but  the  little  camera 
(Primoet)  could  not  do  good  work  in  the  dark  weather  that 
I  experienced  so  much  in  Europe  nearly  all  the  time  I  was 
there.  One  had  to  give  time  exposures  and  I  wasn’t  equipped 
for  that  while  going  around  with  only  a  suitcase.  I  wonder 
how  you  managed  idt Scotland  with  such  a  similar  apparatus. 

One  really  has  to  live  lor  some  time  in  a  country  to  get 
acquainted  with  the  peculiarities  of  its  climate,  light,  etc., 
to  "be  able  to  take  first  class  photos. 

I.y  best  congratulations  to  Dr.  bods  and  la-.  G. 

Harold  Powell.  !"y,  opportunities  come  fast  these  last  times! 

Let ters  of  December  24,  1909,  and  of  January  7,  1910, 
with  cards  enclosed  of  the  Go one  College  at  Juchang  and  of 
I  r.  and  Irs.  John  Perkin  of  Ealing,  China.  Yes,  when  in  China 
in,  I  will  try  and  see  the  parties  mentioned. 

Then,  I  see  your  remarks  about  preparing  the  land  in 
Brooksville  for  the  bamboos  and  the  shipping  of  this  bulky 
ff.  I  wish  I  could  do  something  too  in  that  work.  It  is 
really  more  agreeable  to  plant  something  than  to  ship  things 
off,  often  never  to  see  them  again.'  "r.  gehnie,  yes, 

in  case  -  c  nnot  resi  ix  ica ,  then,  ox  coui'se,  he  cannot 
be  employed,  but  let  us  keep  in  touch  with  him,  for  he  is  one 
of  the  only  specialists  on  bamboos  on  this  globe  of  ours. 
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Then*  you  are  trying  to  get  n. 1.  Schultz  to  take  up 
the  Florida  work.  Well,  it  really  is  a  .  th  t  the  so 
promising  tropical  mots,  on  the  Canal  Cone  had  to  he  abandoned  I 
In  case  I  me  Mr.  ichulta  I  as  really  deeply  interested 
in  purely  tropical  cultures,  I  would  resign  1'rom  the  depart¬ 
ment  and  try  to  find  eti;  loyment  \.ith  some  private  parties  in 
the  C  nal  ion.  It  is  really  ridiculous  that  where  so  much 
good  money  is  wasted  upon  useless  things,  that  an  experimental 
station  in  such  a  promising  region  cannot  he  maintained. 

.1  see  your  note  about  no  increase  of  salary  being 
made  to  any  one  on  the  lump  fund  and  you  :  sk  me  my  opinion 
about  this  dec  for  SO  8  it  affects  me.  Well,  of 

course,  I  consider  it  rather  strange;  the  more  as  I  was  twice 
slated  for  a  promotion  and  many  new  men  have  been  appointed 
of  late  at  higher  salaries  than  mine;  al30  since  I  twice  re¬ 
fused  a  position  in  China  at  a.  very  much  higher  salary;  the 
last  position  which  the  Ticeroy  of  lanchuria  tended  me  through 
the  American  Consul  at  Lukden  was  ior  ^5,  5wG  y ei  annum  v/i  th 
1500  per  annum  travelling  allowances;  for  a  period  of  three 
three  years.  Then  I  consider  that  where  lTr.  Kills  received 
',1400  per  annum  and  Irofescor  Hansen  ^3000,  although  neither 
of  them  did  the  real  hard  work  I  have  been  doing,  ths.t  my  pay  . 
really  is  not  too  high;  for,  exploration  work,  though  appeal¬ 
ing  to  the  newspaper  reporter  and  the  puolic  at  largm,  renllj 
consumes  a  whole  lot  of  one’ s  surplus  vitality  and  gives  one 
relatively  little  comfort  or  the  pleasures  that  men  have  .ho 
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live  in  a  more  cultured  surround  ii.  .  I  know  in  case  I  get  a 
promotion,  my  daily  allowance  will  have  to  he  reduced  and  I 
will  have  to  get  hotel  and  inn  hills  again,  hut  of  course,  we 
will  have  a  few  words  yet  a^out  that  item  when  it  is  that  far. 

Letter  of  January  10,  1910,  in  which  you  express  your 
sympathy  for  the  many  delays  to  which  I  have  been  subjected. 

T'y  deep  thanks  to  you  for  th  ords!  I  re*  not 

why  the  Russian  Government  acted  the  way  she  did  and  I  wish 
you  would  in  some  way  or  another  let  the  Russian  Ambassador 
feel  that  such  things  are  not  in  the  interest  of  Russian  pres¬ 
tige  abroad.  The  real  reasons  for  these  delays  are  most  prob¬ 
ably  the  laziness,  corruptness  and  incompetence  of  the  officials 
who  have  these  permit  matters  in  hand.  Then  another  matter  is 
that  relations  between  our  jtabassy  and  the  Russian  Government 
are  perhaps  not  as  intimate  as  they  could  he,  the  personnel  of 
the  Embassy  being,  with  one  exception,  quite  new  to  the  Russian 
capital.  Then  they  say,  that  is,  several  men  who  know,  that  I 
ought  to  have  given  some  smaller  and  larger  notes  to  those  with 
whom  I  had  to  deal.  Well,  I  consider  that  such  a  low  method  in 
dealing  with  a  white  race  that  I  never  attempted  that  and  anyway 
I  had  given  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Hub assy  and  could  not • 
very  well  jo  around  privately.  The  idea  given  you  by  Kr.  Reichard 
and  l'r.  Aaronsohn  that  my  name  is  a  Jewish  name  and  that  for  that 
reason  I  had  difficulties  is  bosh!  Meyer  is  an  old  German  and 
Dutch  name  and  means  agriculturist  and  is  today  still  used  in 
these  countries  in  the  word  "Lleyery"  which  is  a  dairy  farm. 
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Besides,  I  had  obtained  a  signed  certificate  that  I  v/as  of  the 
Protestant  faith,  so  this  Jewish  name  idea  can  safely  he  dis¬ 
carded.  I  enclose  herewith  two  letters  of  which  I  jot  hold. 

The  one  about  passport  regulations  I  jot  from  our  Consul  in 
Batoum,  Mr.  Alex.  Heingartner  and  in  this  letter  it  is  expressly 
stated  how  one  should  go  about  in  trying  to  visit  Russian 
Central  Asia  and  the  other  letter  is  only  one  of  the  many  I 
got  telling  me  to  use  bribery  to  facilitate  matters.  You  may 
destroy  the  last  one,  but  the  first  I  would  like  to  see  filed, 
for  information  of  those  who  may  go  again  to  Russia  and  its 
dependencies.  I  am  not  in  Turkestan  as  yet  and  Heaven  knows 
y/hat  troubles  there  will  arise  yet.  I  will  tceep  you  informed, 
however,  even  if  it  takes  a  long  time  for  mail  to  reach  one. 

I  saw  the  ?. 3.  that  Pessrs.  Pinchot,  Price  &  Shaw 
have  been  removed  and  perused  also  the  newspaper  clipping  you 
sent.  I  am  always  very  pleased  to  hear  a  bit  of  news  like  that 
for  here  in  this  dark  land  American  news  is  as  scarce  as  snow 
in  midsummer.  I  have  been  vondering  since,  how  the  public  has 
taken  these  matters.  Is  the  love  for  the  President  on  the 
increase?  I  just  wonder*. 

Letters  of  January  11,  1910,  announcing  the  receipt 
of  ray  letters  of  December  23  and  24  with  various  clippings 
enclosed. 

Letter  of  January  12,  1910.  About  Hr.  Schultz’s 
appointment  in  our  office  and  in  charge  of  the  Florida  work. 

Well,  I  had  not  seen  this  letter,  otherwise  I  wouldn’t  have 
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irjade  these  remarks  on  page  5.  All  I  can  do  now  is  to  congrat¬ 
ulate  you  again;  you  are  a  lucky  man,  Mr.  Fairchild,  lucky  in 
many  ways!  Oi'  Mr*  Lehaie’s  wishes  and  desires  I  can  say  little 
now;  yes  now  he  would  have  heen  too  high  priced  for  our  oamooo 
garden  in  Jrooksville;  later  on  he  will  prohahly  come  to  terms 
and  then  \;e  need  him  in  earnest  perhaps.  You  saw  my  notes  on 
the  Chakva  bamboo  situation,  didn’t  you?  Well,  isn’t  that 
enc  ourag i ng  news? 

Letter  of  January  17,  1910,  with  a  copy  of  lx.  Zon’ s 
letter  of  Jamary  13,  as  enclosure.  I  loosed  up  this  city  of 
Sizran  in  the  -Simbirsk  Government  and  see  it  is  located  on  the 
’Volga  close  to  Samara.  As  you  know,  I  haven’t  been  there  yet 
at  all  and  there  is  no  livelihood  I  appear  there  unless  all 
plans  should  change.  I  am  keeping-  this  letter  with  me  in  case 
I  meet  someone  who  can  tell  me  more  about  that  Jureau  of  Actinia— 

;ization  and  its  activities. 

Letter  of  January  19,  1910,  telling  me  that  rroxessor 
Piper  and  his  staff  will  be  very  interested  to  test  various 
IJedicago s  and  Jrigonellas  I  3end  in.  Yes,  I  find  out  that 
although  one  finds  some  specimens  in  herbaria,  to  find  plants  and 
seeds  is  a  most  difficult  work.  Few,  very  few  men  can  tell  you 
much  about  the  native  h  unts  of  tnese  various  leguminous  plants 
and  one’s  life  is  too  short  to  spend  a  month  perhaps  in  obtain¬ 
ing  s or . 3  seeds  of  a  plant  \.hose  uses  are  -  sbable.  I  see 

your  intentions  of  having  hr.  Young  arrange  to  send  some  things 
to  the  Vo  tunica  1  Gardens  In  Gt.  Petersburg.  You  saj,  however. 
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seeds  of  the  Saccharum  narenga;  well,  I  doubt  if  you  can  get 
seeds,  I  asked  for  some  cuttings;  some  joints.  What  they  want 
is  a  sugar  cane  for  the  Caucasus  that  can  S‘.and  some  cool 
v/eather  and  isn’t  as  hard  to  _row  as  the  real  Gucclr-rum  offi- 
c inarum,  which  needs  a  tropical  clime  to  thrive.  Our  Georgian 
and  South  Carolinean  varieties  are  just  what  they  want  and  most 
of  these  are  probably  more  3.  narbnga  than  .  o f i i c inarum. 

Letter  of  January  19,  1910,  telling  me  that  Tr.  Clarke 
is  leaving  our  office  and  join  to  be  a  real  farmer  at  Tierce, 
Texas.  Good  luck  to  the  little  chap!  And  now  he  wants  a  quicic- 
gr owing  plant  that  will  make  a  good  windbreak  in  the  rather 
uncongenial  climate  of  Pi  rce.  .ell,  I  thought  those  evergreen 
roses  in  the  vicinity  of  Pierce  were  almost  ideal  hedges  for  the 
cattle  to  ta.ce  shelter  behind.  I  foul  1  not  suggesu  die  oujube. 

Tt  runs  far  too  much  and  becomes  a  very  bad  weed.  Please  tell 
him  so  before  he  tries  it  on  a  large  scale.  Bamboos  are  not 
'ood  either,  the  cattle  will  eat  ev*  ry  blessed  shoot.  Carobs 
will  freeze  and  they  are  extremely  hard  to  transplant  and  grow 
very  slowly,  ’ytinus,  I  do  not  know  it  at  all. 

I  suggest  Citrus  trifoliate  first  of  all;  it  is  spiny, 
semi— evergreen,  grows  fairly  fast  and  makes  ulmo  st  ingeneurwol  e 
hedges.  Toxylan  pomiferum  (Ihchura  aur-wt  iaca)  comes  next,  it  is 
too  well  known  to  say  anything  about  it.  Then  Gleditsia  horrida 
and  G.  triacathos  follow,  l  ore  in  the  Caucasus  they  make  fairly 
good  hedges  of  the  last  when  planted  in  a  double  row  and  properly 
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cut  'back  every  year.  In  northern  Italy  I  saw  nice  hedges  of  wild 
pomegranates  and  of  wild  Irunus  do r..e st i ca .  I  suppose,  however, 
that  although  “both  plants  are  spiny  enor  h  to  ceep  men  and  beasts 
out,  ee  tfle  Blight  eat  them  in  times  of  scarcity  of  fresh  grass 
as  is  the  case  in  Texas  every  so  many  years*  It  is  a  hard  job 
to  find  suitable  plants  for  northern  '  .  s,  the  temperatures 
are  so  enormously  variable  and  within  such  very  short  periods. 

I  will  be  on  the  lookout,  however,  for  something  pood,  ’’exas 
will  have  to  look  toward  certain  regions  of  northern  India  and 
toward  South  Africa  to  find  suitable  plants.  Wind  swept  sec¬ 
tions  in  general  where  great  fluctuations  in  temperatures  prevail 
will  give  her  possibly  good  material  in  the  line  of  plants,  but 
as  I  said  in  my  letters  a  year  ago  when  coming  back  from  the 
South:  I  don’t  believe  there  is  one  state  in  the  whole  Union 

that  has  so  many  problems  to  settle  as  Texas. 

Letter  of  January  26,  1913,  about  wanting  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  chickpea  and  telling  me  about  the  flour  used  in 
Italy.  Well,  I  answered  part  of  this  letter  already  on  Page  12. 
In  case  I  could  have  received  your  mail  about  this  interesting- 
plant  while  in  Petersburg  yet,  I  probably  could  have  found  out 
more  about  its  general  distribution  in  Hussia.  I  am  asking, 
however,  here  and  there.  Do  you  know  that  when  at  the  Dry  Land 
Agricultural  Congress  in  Cheyenne  last  year  there  was  a  small 
exhibit  arranged  with  it  and  a  farmer  from  Wyoming-  had  some 
chickpeas  exposed  as  a  curiosity,  he  didn’t  know  their  name 
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even  and  was  much  surprised  when  I  gave  him  their  name  and  toll 
him  they  were  an  important  feed  in  Spanish  speaking  countries, 
fie  said  he  didn’t  kno^  what  to  do  with  them  and  fed  them  to  the 
cattlel  I  suppose  you  since  received  the  sample  package  with 
triangular  Gicer  seeds? 

lly  last  sentence  in  the  letter  of  January  4,  1910,  that 
I  vail  not  he  allowed  to  enter  Russian  Central  Asia  until 
January  14,  1910,  meant  that  it  would  take  the  Russian  officials 
all  that  tine  to  inform  the  authorities  at  Krasnawodsk  and 
perhaps  other  places  that  I  was  really  on  my  way  down  to  their 
localities  of  abode.  Things  do  not  go  fast  in  this  land.  As 
you  are  seeing  by  the  date  of  this  letter,  I  am  still  here  in 
the  Caucasus.  Phis  land  is  fully  as  interesting  as  Central 
Asia  and  very  less  known.  I  hear  about  the  exi stance  of  fine 
pornegrantaes  of  excellent  table  grapes,  apricots,  muskmellons, 
rare  varieties  of  grains,  wild  drought  resistant  species  of 
Amygdalus  and  Pirus,  etc.  Hie  Caucasus  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
most  interesting  lands  of  our  globe;  neglected  and  unknown  it 
is  lying  here,  full  of  possibilities  and  full  of  problems,  tool 

Letter  of  January  51,  1910,  about  purchasing  some 
books  on  grapes.  '.Veil,  I  sent  you  already  a  few  in  the  box  with 
grains  and  I  hope  to  come  across  more.  Petersburg  is  the  place 
to  get  all  things  of  this  nature;  the  Russians  have  a  very 
centralized  system  of  Government.  I  also  perused  the  interest¬ 
ing  notes  on  things  occurring  in  Bokhara  as  mentioned  by  Burnes, 
’’Travels  in  Bokhara.”  I  will  be  on  the  watch  for  paper  produc- 
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;  plants.  Here  one  only  sees  Russian  or  foreign  made  paper, 
native  paper  is  apparently  not  known  or  too  coarse  to  be  had 
outside  of  villages. 

Letter  of  February  8,  1910,  informing  me  that  Brown 
tail  moth  caterpillars  were  crawling  out  of  a  package  ’..hen  Dr. 
Howard  received  it.  .'ell,  the  Lord  known  how  many  people  had 
handled  that  package.  Perhaps  the  postal  authorities  themselves 
had  examined  various  things.  I  will,  however,  refrain  from 
sending  live  eggs  by  sanple  packages  in  the  future.  One  thing 
pleased  me,  however,  and  that  ms  that  it  was  the  first  time 
I  git  notice  that  any  of  my  shipments  has  been  rec.ived.  What 
■became  of  the  parcels  I  sent  off  from  St.  Petersburg,  I  donTt 
know  and  things  sent  from  debastopol  haven’t  reached  you 
apparently  yet.  I  have  written  to  Ambassador  Rockhill,  that 
in  case  parcels  are  being  returned  to  the  Dnbassy  whether  he 
couldn’t  kindly  forward  them  to  the  Department- in  some  official 
way  or  another.  I  retain  si  1  my  postal  recei  ts,  however,  and 
in  case  things  should  really  go  astray,  I  trust  you  will  make  a 
strong  claim  on  the  Russian  Government  through  diplomatic 
channel s . 

/ 

Well,  this  letter  of  February  8  was  the  last  one  I 
received.  .’hen  there  is  a  memorandum  from  3  r.  k.  A.  Young 
dated  December  20,  1909,  about  the  Kell erman  methods  of  drying 
plants  with  corrugated  cardboards.  Yes,  I  know  this  method. 

It  is  very  handy,  but  one  needs  rather  high  temperatures  to 
dry  plants,  the  system  being  simply  to  have  currents  of  dry, 
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warm  air  run  through  the  channels  left  "between  the  corrugated 
cardboards  and  thereby  talcing  the  moisture  out  of  the  plant 
material  encased*  One  needs  a  rather  large  frame  to  set  one’s 
to-be-dried  plantson,  especially  if  one  has  to  do  it  by  a  camp¬ 
fire.  In  Russian  houses  there  are  no  free-standing  stoves. 

They  are  brick  stoves  and  form  part  of  the  house,  the  system 
being  somewhat  on  the  flue  principle  and  it  is  very  hard  to 
dry  plants  in  rooms  heated  this  way. 

I  also  received  6  postal  cards  dated  ss^follov/s: 

1  of  December  17,  1909,  telling  me  my  letter  of  November  2,  1909, 
was  received. 

1  of  December  17,  1909,  that  my  letter  of  Sept.  26,  1909  y/as  rec’vd. 
1  of  January  8,  1909,  that  ray  letter  of  Dec.  23,  1909,  was  received. 

1  of  January  8,  1910,  that  my  letter  of  Dec.  23,  1909,  was  received. 

1  of  January  27,  1910,  that  my  letter  of  Jan.  10,  1910  was  received. 

1  of  January  20,  1910,  that  my  letter  of  Jan.  13,  1910  was  received. 

Then  I  got  the  following  bulletins  of  Foreign  Plant 
Introductions,  So,  22,  23  and  24.  They  are  always  very  welcome 
and  contain  bits  of  most  useful  information,  beside  keeping  me 
somewhat  in  touch  with  what  is  going  on  in  our  office.  Couldn’t 
you  kindly  send  me  a  copy  of  the  detailed  report  that  ?'r.  Fight- 
ingale  made  on  his  journey  to  the  Diver  of  the  .  :ine  Windings.  I 
only  want  to  lend  it  from  you,  but  as  I  vas  once  advi  sed  to 
collect  these  teas  there  myself,  I  am  very  much  interested  in 
?r.  I!ightingaleT  s  experiences  there  in  the  Foochow  Province. 

Then,  I  see  with  :ueat  surprise  that  there  are  still  new  fruits 
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to  be  discovered,  even  in  the  Philippines,  as  Ir.  Lyons’  "find" 
seems  to  indicate. 

./ell,  that  is  about  all  for  this  time.  In  Baku  I 
hope  to  yet  some  more  mail,  but  the  farth  r  I  go  the  more 
difficult  it  Mil  be  to  reach  me  and  the  longer  time,  of  course, 
it  will  take  our  mutual  correspondence  to  reach  the  addressees. 
My  correspondence  is  much  larger  now  than  it  used  o  be  when  I 
first  went  to  China  and  there  is  no  hope  of  it  diminishing  as 
Ion;  as  I  stay  in  this  work. 

Y/eli,  hoping-  you  can  wade  through  all  this  scrabble, 

I  remain  as  always, 


Yours  respectfully, 
...  . 


Yiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
larch  1  i-,  1C1J; 


Dear  -  r.  Fairchild: 

Yesterday  and  today  I  have  been  sending  you  again 
various  samples  and  parcels  containing  seeds,  cuttings  and  a 
S'  mple  oi  Coy  coffee. 

One  registered  sample  is  marked  I265a-1272a  and  con¬ 
tains  8  small  packages  of  seeds. 

Another  regi  jtered  sample  is  rnar.ced  1264a  and  has  only 
seeds  and  pods  of  G-leditsia  caspica  for  contents. 


. 


. 


•  • 

■  •'  1 


950 . 


i5ne  third  registered  sample  is  a  tin  of  coffee  made 
from  the  roasted  yellow  soy  bean  and  it  forms  a  very  tasteful 
and  nutritive  substitute  for  the  real  coffee.  It  is  m-  de  by 
a  firm  called  "Argot’1  at  the  3ta.  Quirili  on  the  railraod  from 
Batouin  to  fiflis.  Tiis  so-called  coffee  is  in  my  opinion  better 
than  Postum  as  sold  in  America  and  it  may  be  that  there  is  a 
future  for  the  soy  bean  as  e,  bebe rage  producer. 

Phe  very  large  parcel  is  numbered  475-484  and  con¬ 
tains  cut  tin  s  and  scions  of  different  things. 

I  enclose  herewith  all  the  inventory  notes  in  dupli¬ 
cate  and  trust  they  will  jive  all  the  information  desired;  a 

» 

few  numbers,  however,  I  will  treat  yet  somewhat  more  in  detail. 

:.  1  4a,  G-leditsia  c  s  lot  be  the  true 

G.  caspica,  as  there  is  an  awful  lot  of  confusion  among  the 
Gleditsias.  It  m  s  G.  j.qponica,  which  may  be  synonymous 

with  caspica. 

1265a  is  the  same  Amy  dalus  of  v/hich  I  sent  young’ 

plants  under  o.  --72. 

1266a  is  the  sa me  as  473  only  they  are  seeds. 

1267a  is  the  same  as  474,  only  they  are  seeds. 

1268a  is  a  beaut iful  form  of  the  evergreen  Crataegus 
pyracantha,  fit  for  the  souther.,  'nited  Jtates. 

1269a  is  said  to  be  a  fine  native  melon. 

1270a  is  said  to  be  a  fine  native  watermelon. 

1271a  is  a  Sabal,  low-growing  and  fit  as  a  lining 
along  -aths  and  drives  in  southern  regions. 
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1272a  are  annual  buclovers,  among  which  something 
novel  may  he  found. 

A rm  ..  lherry  scions  475,  476,  477,  478,  479, 

460  and  461  there  are  some  rare  ornamental  varieties  which 
deserve  great  recognition  in  the  semi-arid  _  arts  of  the 
United  States.  No.  481  seems  to  he  a  very  fine  edihle  variety 
even  in  which  I.'r.  Irwin  of  the  office  of  Pomology  may  he  much 
int  . rested. 

She  No.  482,  463  and  434  are  interesting  poplars, 
the  more  as  Pop. lus  alba  pyramidal is  is  said  to  he  synonymous 
fch  P.  Bolleana,  .hich  however,  is  not  the  case,  the  trees 
altho  h  resembling  each  other,  yet  being  quite  distinct. 

Those  I.'os.,  too,  are  fine  for  the  mi Id-wintered,  semi-arid 
regions  of  the  United  States. 

Most  of  this  aforementioned  material  ought  to  go  to 
Chico,  in  case  there  is  enough  mulberry  stock  there  for  the 
Eos.  475-481. 

Soon,  I  will  send  a  lot  of  phots,  some  relating  to 
this  material.  With  best  of  greetings,  also  to  all  in  the 

office,  T  remain 

Yours  respectfully, 


FRANK  .  1  '  . 
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(Piflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 


March  16,  1910. 


Dear  "r.  'V.irchil-  : 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  by  registered  letter  post, 
one  package  containing  58  photographs  and  68  films  numbered 
457-514,  inclusive. 

The  pictures  were  all  Caxen  with  the  nev;  short-focus 
lens  and  are  in  the  main  over-exposed.  I  informed  the  photographers 
who  developed  my  films  that  they  were  over-exposed,  but  they  gave 
them  a  treatment  as  if  they  were  the  opposite.  7hey  are  very 
inexperienced  here  in  the  handling  of  films  and  they  ruined  a 
few  through  mere  carelessness.  For  printing  too,  they  didnrt 
have  any  of  the  better  paper  in  stock  and  I  simply  had  to  submit 
to  their  own  ways,  "hese  photos  were  all  made  with  the  old  4x5 
screen  focus  Kodak;  these  last  days  I  have  been  working  with 
the  new  "Tr open- Argo  _5Lapp”  camera  and  it  seems  to  work  all 
right . 

I  enclose  herewith  1  film  and  1  print  of  the  little 
Primoet  camera.  It  is  about  all  that  was  good  from  more  than 
a  dozen  exposures.  I  am  not  sure  that  T  v  ill  keep  this  little 
affair  with  me  through  all  my  travels. 

I  also  enclose  a  P.C.  which  I  bought  in  Yalta  and  is 
more  or  less  of  Botanical  interest,  s  it  shows  pi nufe  w nur i c urn 


in  its  native  haunts. 

f 

These  last  days  I  am  somewhat  tired  and  mostly  because 
the  interpreter  isn’t  as  handy  a  fellow  as  could  be  wished.  He 


never  finds  out  anything  ior  himself  and  besides  that  he  hasn’t 
much  love  to  explore  somewhat  for  himself  and  report  roe  later 
on  and  I  simply  cannot  tell  him  every  little  thing  I  want*  And 
so  W3  go  on.  After  a  couple  of  months  both  the  interpreter  •  nd 
the  assistant  have  to  be  bacb  again  in  St*  Petersburg  and  I  must 
get  me  some  new  men  enroute  and  experience  with  them  the  same 
troubles  again  as  with  the  many  people  I  ha.ve  employed  already 
on  ell  these  past  journeys.  Well,  trusting  that  both  this  letter 
and  the  package  with  photos  reach  you  in  good  condition,  I  remain, 
with  best  of  regards,  also  to  all  in  the  office, 

Yours  respectfully, 

F3MS1Z  IT.  r  ST  SIR. 


Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Aussia, 
larch  17,  1910. 


Pear  I.Ir.  Eairchild: 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  a  package  of  plants  marked 
485,  by  lussian  parcel  post.  I  enclose  herewith  the  inventory 
notes  in  duplicate  and  trust  it  is  all  the  information  desired. 

I  would  like  to  see  these  laurel  cherries  being  given 
to  some  good  reliable  nurseryman  for  testing  and  propagation. 
Perhaps  I  r.  Henry  Kicks  would  like  to  get  them. 

With  best  of  greetings,  also  to  those  in  the  office, 


I  am 


Yours  respectfully, 


. 


. 


. 


, 

* 
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Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
March  18,  1910 


Dear  Dr.  Van  Vleet: 

Herewith  again  a  sign  of  life  from  me.  Just  now  I  an 
wandering  around  in  the  Caucasus  and  find  this  to  he  a  most  inter¬ 
esting  land.  I  suppose  several  of  my  shipments  which  I  sent  in 
via  Washington  have  reached  you  already.  There  are  beautiful • 
pyramidal  poplars  to  be  found  here,  that  will  do  well  in  Californ¬ 
ia.  I  suppose  you  are  still  over  your  ears  in  work  isn’t  it? 

Well,  I  conclude  with  oest  regards,  also  to  Mrs.  Van  Vleet. 

Sincerely  yours. 


FRAIHC  N.  MEYRR 


« 


_ 


. 

' 

, 


, 
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Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Husain, 
March  21 ,  1 - 10  . 


Dear  3  r.  Dorsett: 

Just  a  few  minutes  ago  I  came  hack  from  the  Caucasian 
branch  of  the  Russian  Department  of  Agriculture  where  I  had  a 
long  conference  with  the  director,  3'r.  A.  C.  hollow,  all  in 
German,  of  course,  and  when  I  -  introduced  to  various  botanists 
v le  had  to  resort  to  French,  except  a  It.  Taratinof,  who  was  a  few 
years  in  America  and  who  speaks  English  reasonably  well.  But  to 
fly  from  German  to  French  and  to  English,  with  a  little  bit  of 
Russian  and  Latin  thrown  in,  makes  one  feel  just  a  trifle  tired. 
With  you,  however,  I  can  just  stick  to  good  old  English  and  even 
if  I  make  my  sentences  once  in  awhile  somewhat  Dutch,  you  will 
know  \hat  I  mean. 

Jell,  I  still  have  to  answer  your  good  letters  of 
December  11,.  1909,  and  of  January  29,  19010,  somewhat  more  in 
detail,  than  one  is  able  to  do  on  a  card.  Yes,  you  told  me 
quite  a  good  many  new  things,  for  instance,  I  didn’t  -now 
Harry  oberts  had  gone.  Yell,  it  is  better  for  us;  he  was 
a  quick  worker,  sure,  but— -not  an  accurate  one,  as  I  found  out 
from  sad  experience,  when  he  worked  on  my  bulletin.  And  Dr. 

Mann,  chief  cler.c  to  3  r.  Fairchild.  Door  Dr,  -"arm » 

And  this  fa-mo-pan  surprise.  Lord,  the  prediction 
of  Prof.  Sargent  that  my  persimmon  was  worth  160,000  to  the 
American  public  may  yet  come  t  rue.  But  how  much  will  the 
undersigned  receive;  not  even  a  cent  of  pension,  in  case  he 
gets  mutilated:  in  this  we  are  behind,  Mr.  Dorsett! 
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I  saw  your  notice  that  the  bamboo  plants  we  sent  to 
l  r.  Tevis  were  very  poor.  Yes,  no  wonder.  Ilr.  He  vis  believes 
that  bamboos  can  be  imported  from  such  a  far-away  land  like 
Japan  or  China  and  then  be  planted  straight  away  in  the  open 
in  California.  No  wonder  his  plants  look  poor;  the  bamboo  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  plants  to  transplant  from  a  far-away 
region.  If  it  weren't  so,  we  would  have  had  bamboo  plant 
all  over  the  globe  Ion'  and  long  ago. 

'Then,  you  ask  me  what  I  would  thing  of  planting  the 
different  varieties  of  bamboos  from  10  to  15  feet  apart,  and 
putting  concrete  walls  betv/een  them,  to  keep  them  apart.  Well, 
that  is  a  difficult  problem,  where  are  varieties  that  will 
submit  to  this,  but  there  are  varieties  that  won’t.  The  very 
large  and  robust  growing  ones,  like  fhyllostachys  pubescens, 

Ph.  metis,  Ph.  gcdliioi  really  nead  certain  corners  of  a  gai 
all  to  themselves  and  even  then  they  will  often  run  into  one 
another.  It  may  be  that  in  the  far  future,  when  bamboo- culture 
really  shall  have  become  established  industry  in  the  United 
States,  that  we  will  .t  20  or  30  acr  a  f  each  Oood  variety 
and  keep  such  pieces  of  land  separated  by  a  hundred  yards  or 
so  of  woodland  or  of  tea  plantation  or  the  Lord  cnows  what. 

In  your  message  ot  January  29,  1910,  I  saw  that  Jr. 
Woods  has  resigned  and  I  noticed  from  the  cli  pings  enclosed 
that  you  fellows  had  quite  a  time  of  it.  Jr.  .^oods  certainly 
betters  his  position  remarkably  veil  ana  now  he  becomes  his 
own  "bos  ”  more  or  less,  a  thing  nearly  everyone  of  us  strives 
for  in  some  way  or  another.  You  miss  him,  however,  don’t  you? 


956 . 


Yea,  so  everything  charges;  who  knows  what  1  vi  11  find  a  few 
years  hence,  when  I  come  hack  again. 

?hen  Jr.  Galloway  has  been  sick,  rather  seriously 
as  I  understand;  Jr.  fownsend  resigned,  lx.  Powell  promoted, 

Mr.  Stubenrauch  promoted,  Mr*  Peter  iisset  appointed,  -r. 

Clarke  resigned,  ly,  Idy,  what  changes,  eh? 

I  see  your  information  concerning  the  °apanese  flowering 
cherries,  iad,  eh,  after  all  this  trouble  of  getting  them.  Could 
not  some  secions  have  been  taken  of  each  variety  and  been  grafted? 
Yery  likely  there  were  some  unusual  forms  among  them. 

Your  photos  and  clippings  are  always  very  welcome. 

It  rives  me  a  feeling  I  am  .still  somewhat  among  you  ell.  hews 
of  America  is  very  scare  here,  we  live  somewhat  like  in  China. 

In  case  my  interpreter  wasn’t  such  a  rather  narrow-minded  chap, 
he  would  inform  me  somewhat  more,  but  he  doesn’t.  It  is  a  hard 
job  to  find  the  right  kind  of  co-workers;  you  will  surety  agree 
with  me  in  that,  don’t  you? 

About  ,o.  16921.  Ja- mo-pan ,  yes,  that  is  the  real  one. 
and  I  am  much  in  doubt  that  17172,  which  Mr.  Breece  fruited  is 
really  17172.  I  personally  thing  scions  got  mixed  somewhat  as 

has  ccurred  a  couple  of  times. 

I  erased  your  cl  ipping  about  the  weather  in  California  . 

Lordy,  they  got  it  ”in  the  neck”  there  around  Riverside,  eh? 

And  you  say  Florida  too  ot  a  cold  spell.  )o  you  xnow  what  we 
ought  to  do?  greet  a  range  of  mountains  across  the  United  3_  ates 
or  rather  make  a  couple  of  ranges,  one  just  alorw,  the  ^-reao  Lames 


. 

. 

. 

, 


I 

, 


. 
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and  one  through  1'orth  nexas  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Your  copies  of  the  inventory  notes  on  the  pears  and 
peach,  hr.  Parker  of  Mukden  sent  in,  I  received  too.  Thanks, 

T  v/onder  why  these  pear  and  pe;  ch  scions  arrived  in  such  rather 
good  condition.  Of  course,  my  ’  ear  scions  from  -anchuria  were 
also  quite  fresh  when  received  in  Washington,  hut— very  few 
propagators  took  pains  enought  to  make  them  grow.  Prof.  Hansen 
himself  admitted  that  in  case  he  had  them  grafted  in  the  green 
house,  rouid  hi  ve  grown,  out  they  only  had  stock  in  the 

open . 

The  large  photo  you  enclosed  showing  the  10  •  cres 
of  woodland  cleared  for  bamboos  there  in  Prooksville  is  a  v*ry 
fine  picture.  You  rout  have  had  a  splendid  apparatus  with 
you,  eh?  I  would  like  to  have  helped  in  setting  these  bamboos 
out,  the  more  as  I  carried  part  of  them  with  me  on  my  long  and 
lonely  journey  from  the  Orient  to  Prisco,  '.here  I  saw  them  so 
badly  fumi, gated.  The  Globular  headed  willow,  as  it  looks  on 
the  cemetery  in  Chico  shows  what  an  amount  of  drought  it  will 
stand,  eh?  Several  people  here  in  .  ussia  have  asked  me  what 
name  this  Salix  has,  but  I  am  unable  to  t  11  them.  There  is 
some  work  yet  for  our  botanists  among  my  stuff. 

Well,  now  a  f  ems  bout  my  own  life  here.  stly, 
I  find  the  Caucasus  a  very  interesting  land;  in  fact,  it  is 
one  of  the  m  at  interesting  lands  of  our  &lobe. 

California  has  all  climates  of  the  world  throughout  the  State. 
Veil,  here  ve  have  the  very  sari:.  _;eserts  and  humid  coaso  sec¬ 
tions,  low  hot  -valleys  andfrroaen  mountain  regions,  plains  and 


, 


. 

' 
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hills  whatever  yei  ant.  And  fruits  here,  well,  I  have  made 
pages  of  notes  already  and  am  still  getting  nore.  ^r.  Hollow  told  me 
today  of  a  grape  of  fine  quality  which  can  he  kept  for  one  year 
without  being  put  in  cold  storage.  I  am  going  after  that  fellow. 

The  Caucasus  is  much  richer  than  Central  Asia  in  all  sorts  of 
fruits  and  grains.  Tt  is  a  diamond  in  the  rough  as  yet;  the 
Russians  are  slowly  oi  tting  it,  hut  there  are  many,  a  great 
many  problems  to  overcome.  This  land  is  not  a  new  land,  where 
one  simply  can  do  as  one  pleases,  no,  there  are  many  old  races 
living  here,  cifLtured  even  some  of  them  are,  and  one  has  to 
respect  their  feelin  s  and  often  even  he  good  friends  with  t  er.  . 

And  the  Russians  themselves,  being  only  in  their  first  c,  ildhood 
stages,  cannot  after  all,  impress  these  people  h  ;re  with  their 
superiority. 

Today  is  Monday,  isn’t  it?  Veil,  Saturday  I  have 
been  bringing  some  grains  and  beans,  among  them  chickpeas  in 
which  Mr.  Fairchild  takes  such  an  interest  of  late.  In  the 
course  of  a  day  or  two  I  will  ship  you  people  that  stuff  in 
a  large  box.  :  do  not  know  a  jota  as  yet  whether  any  of  my 
packages  reached  Washington,  but  1  surmise  they  must  have, 
hope  things  were  not  frozen  or  dried  up  but  I  wouldn’t  oe  8. 
bit  surprised  if  it  were  so;  postal  facilities  namely  are  bad 
here,  very  bad.’ 

This  climate  here  in  Tiflis  reminds  me  of  forth  China 
somewhat  and  of  certain  sections  of  the  I  nited  States,  1  >.e  o  j. 
Colorado.  The  air  is  bracing  just  now,  the  days  are  rat eer 
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warm,  but  the  night*  are  cool.  As  shade  trees,  Soph ora  japonica, 
Populus  3olleana,  Ailanthus  glanduloaa,  Oleditsia  triacanthos, 
Fraxinus  ornus,  etc.  all  do  well;  you  sell  all  fellows  that 
like  dry  air.  In  somewhat  sheltered  localities  one  finds  nice 
specimens  of  Cupressus  funebri-s  and  of  hr unus  Laurocerasus.  I 
got  5  plants  of  a  variety  of  the  last,  which  is  perhaps  hardy 
enough  to  be  grown  on  Lou  1  si  and .  '..'ell,  hut  unexpectedly  I  • 

am  talking  ''shopH  all  the  time  and  I  guess  I  better  shop. 

Wishing  you,  mother  and  Howard  good  luck  and  _ood 
health,  especially,  I  remain 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

FRANK  N.  MEYER. 

P.  ■>.  Excuse  for  paper  which  isn’t  all  one  sort,  as  I  found 

out  when  T  had  almost  finished. 


Pi  f  1  i  s,  Caucasus ,  -his  sia, 
March  23,  1910. 


Dear  hr.  Fairchild: 

Yesterday  I  sent  you  4  hags  with  seeds  hy  Russian 
registered  sample  post.  They  were  marked  1286a  and  contain 
nuts  ox'  the  Caucasian  beech,  "ague  oriental  is  (Lipsky).  Host 
of  these  nuts  ought  to  go  to  Chico  for  propagation,  hut  it  may 
he  veil  to  try  a  few  in  -Brownsville,  fexas,  and  to  give  Prof. 
Sargent  some  if  he  hasn’t  jot  t  ese  trees  as  yet  in  his  Arbor- 
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etura.  Nr.  Lon  of  the  Itorestry  Department  may  also  v; ish  a 
small  uantity. 

Today  I  sent  you  again2  bags  with  seeds,  also  hy 
regi  stered  'Russian  sample  post.  They  are  marked  1287a  and  129', ;a 
to  1299a.  The  contents  are  many  and  varied.  he  very  greater 
part  nugh*  also  to  go  to  Chico,  hut  as  there  are  several 
vegetables  fit  for  semi-arid  fc  limes,  I  trust  those  interested 
in  our  semi-arid  regions  will  want  their  share  from  them. 

Of  No.  1290a  a  peculiar  native  Caucasian  variety  of 
eggplant,  I  kindly  v ish  you  would  send  Dr.  Halsted  some,  in 
New  Brunswick,  as  he  is  so  much  interested  in  eggplants. 

No.  1296a,  firus  elaeagni folia,  may  he  a  good  stock 
for  pears  in  arid  or  semi-arid  regions.  Nr.  las  on  will  probaoly 
want  to  have  all  the  plants  that  ve  can  supply  him. 

Of  No.  1300a,  laeonia  Nlokosevitschi  (Lomakin)  I 
wrote  already  on  the  inventory  note  that  Nr.  John  Craig  would 
be  the  hest  man  to  send  it  •  You  wrote  me  a  letoer  two  yeai  ^ 
ago  that  any  species  of  leony  I  met  in  Cnina  v/oulo.  he  greatly 
appreciated  hy  Nr.  Craig  and  the  Peony  Society  in  Cornell. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  inventory  notes  belonging  to 
this  shipment  in  dupliC'  te  and  trust  they  will  reach  you  in 
good  shape. 

Tomorrow  I  hope  to  do  ip  a  large  box  with  grains  and 
heans  which  I  have  been  buying  oi  late.  Tiere  are  also  -wo 
large  bags  with  chickpeas  among  the  lot,  out  they  are  c 


f erent  var i et ie  s . 
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I  have  had  many  interviews  those  last  days  with 


people  prominent  in  Agriculture  here  in  the  Caucasus  and  I 
obtained  a  great  many  valuable  notes  in  regard  to  rare  and 
interesting  fruits  and  grains. 


The  director  of  the  Tiflis  Botanical  Gardens,  hr. 


A.  C.  follow,  was  particularly  kind  to  me  and  he  gave  me 
several  seeds  and  a  package  of  scions  of  good  native  Caucasian 
fruit  trees.  I  have  to  write  yet  a  special  rapport  about  him, 
but  you  may  safely  put  him  down  already  as  one  f  the  best  men 
I  have  struck  in  Russia,  for  so  far  as  willingness  is  considered 
to  enter  with  us  in  more  close  relations.  He  complained  that, 
although  they  had  treated  Professor  Hansen  very  kindly,  he 
never  even  sent  them  a  single  note  as  to  his  whereabouts,  etc. 
and  that  as  a  result,  they  didn’t  bother  any  more  about  collect¬ 
ing  "edicagos  or  other  fodder  plants  for  which  he  was  going  to 
write  them. 


•./ell,  I  will  close  for  the  present.  With  best  of 


greetings,  also  to  all  in  the  office,  J  remain 

lours  respectfully, 


.  . 
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?i  f li  s ,  Cauca sue ,  Tu,  sia, 
-  arch  24,  1910. 


Dear  --r.  2a ire}  ild: 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  by  "Russian  Parcel  post  one 
package  numbered  486,  containing  25  small  buddies  of  c  ttings 
of  various  fruit  trees.  I  obtained  them  from  L'r.  A.  C.  follow, 
director  of  the  Botanical  Jardens  here  in  Tiflis.  I  am  sorry 
they  g ave  such  small  quantities  of  each  of  these  things,  but  as 
it  is  a  gift,  I  couldn’t  very  v.oll  c  s'.-e  for  more,  the  more  as 
they  themselves  haven’t  got  too  nruch  material  of  some  of  the 
plants. 

The  very  1  rge  majority  of  these  cuttings  and  scions 
oujht  to  go  to  Chico  for  propag,  tion,  although  I  am  afraid  vege¬ 
tation  h-  s  started  al ready  in  Chico  to  such  an  extent  by  the  time 
this  material  arrives  there  that  they  nay  not  be  able  to  do  much 
with  it;  I  am  leaving  this  over,  however,  to  the  good  judgment 
of  Mr.  Dorsett,  who  icnows  Chico  conditions  and  possibilities  to 
perfection. 

There  are  a  few  good  things  among  this  shipment,  fit 
especially  for  mil  -wintered,  semi-arid  sections. 

The  apricot  "I'ovast”  (Kb*  499)  seems  to  be  one  of  the 
earliest  apricots  of  the  world. 

Tiie  apples  48  7  and  488  seem  to  possess  excellent  ship¬ 
ping  and  keepin;  qualities  and  were  speci  lly  recommended  to  me 


by  Mr.  to  1  low. 
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The  poaches  494  and  495  and  497  are  also  quite  good. 
I  wonder  how  they  will  turn  out  in  America. 

- '•  -owrrr,  will  he  inter'; sted  in  the  Pomegranates 
.  os,  706,  707  and  708,  and  :  .  Ij  in  of  Pomology  in  the  mul¬ 
berries  Fos.  704,  705  and  748,  479,  480  and  461  of  a  former 
shipment. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  inventory  notes  in  duplicate 
and  may  say  that  although  this  shipment  in  small  quantity,  it 
seems  good  in  quality  and  is  perhaps  after  all  worth  all  the 
wo rk  bestowed  on  it. 

I  remain  with  best  of  greetings, 

RESPECTFUL  IT  Y0TT  5, 

FRAITK  IT.  KEY  SR. 


Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
larch  24,  1910. 


Dear  i  r.  Fairchild: 

Today  I  delivered  to  the  railroad  company  here  in 
Tiflis  one  large  hox  with  .  rieul  n  ral  see  :s;  m  rked  a.  A. 
addressed  on  one  side  n  Russian  to  the  Agency  of  the  Forth 
Demon  Lloyd  in  Batoum  and  on  the  other  side  in  English  to 
Fr.  I.  P.  Roosa,  2  .:ector  Stree,  Few  York,  U.S.A.  As  I  c 
see  this  shipment  off  myself  I  am  asking  Mr .  Alex.  Heimgartner, 
our  Consul  in  Baroum  to  xindly  see  this  u  tter  through  and 
prepay  all  charges.  I  am  notifying  the  Forth  German  Agency  in 


964. 


Batoum  of  this  and  am  no  i  ig  ;  V .  Eoosa  of  the  shipment  and 
requesting  him  to  forward' it  to  the  Department  in  shington 
at  his  earliest  convenience. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  notes  pertaining  to  this  ship¬ 
ment,  all  in  duplicate*  You  will  find.  2  larg  .  of  chickpeas 
among  the  stuff,  I':s.  1273a  and.  1274a,  ho.  1275a  may  also  he 
some  thing  interesting. 

The  beans  hoc.  1286a-  1285a,  ought  not  to  he  tested 
on  the  uncongenial  Arlington  Harm,  but  to  he  distributed  among 
settlers  and  experimenters  in  the  semi-arid  sections  of  the 
United  States. 

Eo.  1301a,  a  barley,  black  and  white  mixed,  may  he  of 
interest  to  J2r.  Derr  in  his  harley  investigations. 

Phe  Pro sos  Eos.  1291a  and  1292a  are  probably  valuable 
in  these  sections  of  America  where  there  is  only  a  small  amount 
of  rain  in  the  growing'  se  son. 

This  shipment  will  probably  not  reach  you  until  long 
after  this  letter,  but  I  hope  it  will  arrive  in  good  condition. 

With  best  of  greetings,  also  to  all  in  the  office, 


I  an 

Yours  respectfully, 

PLiAP4  .  1  IYER. 


_.  j.  I  also  enclosed  in  the  aforementioned  ox  ith  see..., 

one  small  package  of  dry-roasted  chickpeas  as  sold  in  shops 
here  in  Tiflis  as  a  delicacy. 

Use  le  of  th  Led  fruits  of  Cornus  las,  called 
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Kizil  and  which  are  used  in  meat  stews,  compote*  and  oi  i  ich 
also  a  cider  is  mr.de.  They  are  a  common  article  of  trade  here 
in  the  shops,  hut  I  am  afraid  they  will  never  he  of  much  vi  lue 
to  us  as  they  are  too  small. 

A  many-headed  onion  is  also  among  this  shipment,  so 
as  to  show  how  these  chaps  loo.c.  I  sent,  seeds  under  ho.  1287a. 

Then  there  is  also  a  sample  bag  of  dried  apricots,  as 
sold  here  in  stores.  These  apricots  have  sweet,  edible  kernels 
and  are  mostly  used  stewed  \  ith  rs.isins,  with  the  mid-day  meals, 
like  we  use  vegetables. 

".hen  you  find  time,  I  would  like  to  -enow  what  you 
think  of  the  roasted  chickpeas  as  a  thirst-producer. 

To  faciliate  the  identification  of  this  shipment  I 
may  say  that  the  box  contains  the  following  numbers,  1273a, 
1274a,  1275a,  1276a,  1277a,  1278a,  1279a,  1280a,  1261a,  1282a, 
1283a,  1284a,  126 5§,,  1291a,  1292a,  and  1.301a. 

F.lf.ll. 


Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Ifossia, 
h,  1910. 


Dear  1  r .  hair ch i  1  cl: 

This  morning  we  arrived  again  in  Tiflis  after  a  four 
days 1  trip  to  "Sri van.  We  got  quite  a  lot  of  things  there, 
mostly  ; s ,  however,  and  the  very  best  we  could  not  all 


get  thi3  time. 
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I  am  sending  you  herewith  9  packages  by  Registered 
Russian  saiiple  post.  They  are  marked  711,  712,  713,  714,  71;  , 
716,  1717,  718  nd  719.  I  enclose  herewith  the  inventory 
notes  in  duplicate.  They  all  ought  to  go  to  Chico  for  propa¬ 
gation,  hut  maybe  it  is  too  late  for  that  locality.  I  packed 
the  cuttings  in  damp,  swamp-cypres-shaving3  and  would  be  pie: 
to  hear  about  their  condition  upon  arrival.  The  region  around 
Erivan  abounds  in  good  things,  but  I  would  need  Armenian  and 
Ton-tar  interpreters,  as  the  Russian  language  there  doesn't  go 
any  more.  The  Caucasus  is  a  very  compile  ted  kind  of  a  land, 
very  much  like  China  in  s  good  many  respects. 

Tomorrow  I  hope  to  send  31  varieties  of  grapes,  some 
very  good  ones  among  them. 

I  remain,  with  best  of  regards,  also  to  all  in  the 


office, 


Respectfully  yours, 


Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
April  1,  1910. 


De'  r  hr.  Fairchild: 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  by  registered  Russian  sample 
post  2  packages  marked  botanical  Material  II  and  Entomological 


Hat  rial . 


* 


. 


. 


. 
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The  package  with  Botanical  Material  contains  hut  two 
simple  onions,  hut  it  would  look  nether  strange  if  I  put  that 
on  the  label.  I  wish  ybu  would  kindly  show  or  rather  gi ve 
these  healthy,  hut  odoriferous  hulhs  to  Prof.  C.  L.  Oorhett 
or  to  Mr.  W.  W.  Tracy  and  ask  the:' r  opinion  about  them. 

In  the  package  with  entomological  material  there  is 
a  small  hag  with  Algae  and  one  with  shelly,  both  of  interest 
to  specialists  in  the  -Smith®  nian. 

Of  the  entomological  material  itself  there  are  6 
snail  pac-cages  with  various  scales  and  other  lovely?  things. 
They  will  find  their  way  to  those  interested  in  them.  I 
enclose  herewith  duplicate  notes  of  the  shipment  mentioned 
in  my  letter  some  hours  ago  and  the  notes  on  the  samples. 

Trusting  all  these  matters  reach  you  in  good  condi¬ 
tion,  I  remain 


Respectfully  yours, 


JTK  N.  -  r  L. 


Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
April  1,  1910. 


Bear  Lr.  Fairchild: 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  by  Russian  parcel  post  4 
large  packages.  Three  of  them  are  marked  ilos.  720-750  and  con¬ 
tain  31  varieties  of  rape  cuttings.  The  other  parcel  is 
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marlced  I  and.  contains  a  motley  number  of  things. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  set  of  inventory  cards, 
covering  this  shipment. 

A  few  things  are  worth  being  paid  special  attention; 
there  is,  for  instance,  Ho.  721,  the  Shafai  urape,  which  Keeps 
well  for  6  months  and  is  a  good  table  grape.  Ho.  722,  Ghusaine, 
also  a  noted  table  grape  of  Asiatic  origin;  four  varieties  of 
"Kishmish",  Nos.  723,  724,  725  and  726,  all  sweet,  early  ripen¬ 
ing,  seedless  grapes. 

The  "Asxari"  grape,  No.  727,  specially  recommended  to 
me  by  Lx.  follow  for  home  use;  Ghalilon,  No.  742,  one  of  the 
earliest  table  gi'apes  of  this  aorld  of  ours. 

Of  many  of  these  grapes  I  obtained  but  scanty  infor- 
iration  and  some  of  it  may  not  be  quite  reliable,  for  we  found 
a  very  incompetent  man  in  charge,  as  the  manager  had  been 
arrested  for  political  matters,  they  say!  I  hope  Mr.  Husmann 
will  find  some  varieties  of  grapes  among  this  lot  that  will 
be  found  first  class  export  table  grapes  for  California. 

Three  grapes  which  I  wanted  to  get  especially,  but 
which  were  not  to  be  had  this  time,  v/ere  Taifi,  a  white  table 
grape  from  the  Ordobad  district,  Keeping  for  one  year;  dandi, 
a  white  table  grape  from  the  Erivan  district,  also  Keeping  -or 
one  year  and  "Schali”,  a  grape  from  the  Irivan  district  which 
stands  mo  re  alkali  than  any  other  variety.  We  have  to  enter 
into  correspondence  with  Mr.  .hollow  to  get  these  things;  next 


winter,  per  Imps. 


* 


. 
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Of  the  dry  material  there  is  the  sample  of  bla  ck 
"barley,  No*-  1302a,  which  is  probably  of  interest  to  Mr.  nerr. 

1303a,  the  celebrated  Saxaul  tree  has  formerly  already 
been  introduced  by  Prof.  Hansen,  isn’t  it?  Well,  it  is  worth 
experimenting -some  more.  'he  alfalfa,  ho.  1304a,  is  probably 
of  interest  to  several  people*  ho.  1306a,  the  famous  Dootma 
melon,  seems  to  be  of  special  interest. 

The  Nos.  1312a,  Lepidium  sativum?;  1313a,  Bahan; 

1314a,  larza,  are  of  interest  to  me  as  I  encounter  them  the 
first  time  in  my  travels.  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  later 
on  what  they  really  are.  Perhapa  you  also  might  send  a  few 
of  all  of  these  vegetables  to  /ilmorin,  Andrieux  &  Go.,  espec¬ 
ially  the  last  two  numbers.  The  Arlington  Farm  is  not  the  best 
place  to  test  any  new  vegetables  coming  from  a  semi-arid 
section  and  oaken  into  consideration  the  very  poor  results  of 
all  my  Chinese  vegetables  have  given  there,  I  .  ish  you 

would  test  those  vegetables  in  Chico  or  distribute  them  to 
settlers  of  an  experimental  turn  of  mind  who  live  in  the  South 
Bocky  I  .bunt  a  in  regions. 

Among  the  samples  there  are  three  varieties  of  hazel- 
nuts  and  a  fin?  sample  of  dried  fruits  of  Prunus  ir.sititia. 
hr.  V.h.  A.  Baylor  will  be  probably  much  interested  in  them  and 
I  also  wish  you.  would  ki  l  ly  send  a  few  of  these  dried  plum# 
to  Professor  U.  P.  Hedrick,  Agricultural  iment  Station, 

Geneva,  New  York,  who  has  asked  me  to  be  on  the  lookout  for 
any  species  of  cultivated  I  runus  I  came  across.  Jhe  raisins 
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are  probably  of  interest  to  '  r.  liusmannj  the  black  ono  is  a 
rare  variety. 

The  sample  soy  beans  is  for  Prof.  7.  Fiper  and 
the  Caucasian  sweets,  mdde  from  condensed  _rape  juice,  flour 
and  nuts,  will  interest  almost  e very  one,  but  the  viti cultural 
section  especially. 

Well,  this  la  about  all  for  this  time.  With  best 
of  greetings,  also  to  all  in  the  office,  I  remain 

Respectfully  yours, 

FRAITK  1t.  13YER. 


Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
April  1,  1910. 


Dear  I'r.  Fairchild: 

Today  we  shipped  the  collected  material  and  I  feel 
somewhat  more  at  ease  again,  for  the  shipping  of  parcels  here 
in  this  land  is  always  connected  with  difficulties;  one  never 
icnows  whether  3ome  forgotten  rule  won’t  be  raked  out  of  the 
ust  again  and  one  may  go  home  again  and  unpack  one’s  packages. 

Well,  there  are  several  items  th  t  I  have  to  note 
down  in  regard  to  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  here  from  v.  rious 
people. 

First  of  all,  my  receipt  here  has  been  most  kind.  I 
should  say  I  was  treated  almost  with  distinction  by  the  v  rious 
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men  I. met;  they  even  published  an  interview  I  had  with  Mr, 
Ciranoff,  the  secretary  ol  the  A  vi cultural  ;coeity  in  the 

local  papers. 

'Tell,  the  best  of  all  the  men  here  is  undoubtedly 
Mr,  A.  C.  Hollow,  director  of  the  Botanical  Hardens  here.  He 
is  unusally  well  informed  about  the  economic  productions  of  the 
hucasus,  espec  ,y  about  frui  l  ro  mi  sing  wild  plants,, 

it  was  he  who  gave  me  the  various  fruit  tree  scions  and  cut¬ 
tings  I  have  been  shipping  these  last  days  and  promised  to 
send  anything  in  his  power  we  want  from  him.  He  strongly 
wants  to  get  into  active  exchange  with  us.  The  things  he  has 
to  offer  are  Caucasian  varieties  of  v  .rious  domestic  fruits, 
like  of  apples,  pears,  pe  ohes,  apricots,  ;lums,  .  ..  .s, 
pomegranates,  etc.,  also  seeds  and  plants  of  various  native 
trees,  shrubs  and  herbaceous  plants.  The  Department  of  Agri¬ 
culture  here  has  a  corps  of  Foresters  all  over  the  covert  ry  and 
practically  any  plant  described  from  the  Caucasti3  can  be  gotten 
in  longer  or  shorter  time. 

Y/hat  hr.  Follow  likes  to  get  from  us  are  our  Cit ranges, 
our  hardiest  varieties  of  oranges,  our  American  chinquapins,  our 
improved  varieties  of  Chestnuts,  our  Miller  persimmon  and  any 
improved  native  American  Persimmon,  a  few  scions  of  an", 

seeds  or  plants  of  "anax  quinqufolia,  also  of  I hi  us  5 or gent ii, 

1  plant  of  minus  Bungeana  or  some  seeds.  Seeds  of  ~ .omneya 
Coulteri,  of  D endr ornec  on  r i, , i dum ,  Alpine  plants  from  Colorado 


and  California.  Seeds  of  Firus  betulaefolia,  also  of  Astragalus 


, 

•» 

' 

■ 
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ad sur gen 3,  budwood  of  say  5  of  our  test  caches. 

.on,  they  do  not  receive  any  of  our  1  ubiica- 
tions  and  are  willing  to  exchange  with  us.  hr.  Hollow  gave 
me  5  boo  :s,  mostly  dealing  with  varieties  of  fruits,  vhich 
the  interpreter  is  0 erus ing  now  and  making  extracts  from  for 
my  use  here. 

The  publications  UEr.  Hollo'/  wants  most  badly  from 
us  are  those  dealing  with  fruits  and  fruit  culture  in  America, 
thos  dealing  with  dry  land  Agriculture,  those  dealing  with 
Alkali  reclamation  and  Alkalie  problems  and  any  literature  we 
have  about  the  soy  bean  and  its  uses. 

I  may  say  that  some  of  the  plants  wanted  are  for  the 
Botanical  Gardens  here,  which  are  considered  the  best  in  Russia 
and  I  found  Dr.  A.  ho  mine,  botanist  in  charge,  and  Mr.  ITidJeffsky, 
assistant  boatnist,  very  nice  people,  too  willing  to  show  me 
various  interesting  plants  in  the  Garden  or  in  the  harbarium. 

This  Botanical  Garden  is  not  very  large,  but  it  is  most  pic¬ 
tures  uely  situated  and  contains  the  largest  collection  in  the 
world  of  native  Caucasian  plants  and  they  are  extending  their 
collection  all  the  time. 

In  case  we  send  them  live  rooted  plants.  Hr.  Hollow 
suggests  the  parcel  post  system,  maximum  weight  allowed  (inter¬ 
national)  6  Kilograms;  for  cion?  cuttings  and  minor  things, 
the  registered  sample  post  suffices.  Ir.  hollow  says  that  in 
case  the  parcels  are  addressed  botanical  Gardens,  Jiflis,  the 
customs  house  authorities  do  not  det* in  them. 


. 
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Tavel  oranges,  which  were  sent  at  Dr,  Bessey* s  request 
some  years  ago  had  "been  received  in  perfect  condition  and  they 
have  several  hundred  trees  nov;  growing  near  Batouru,  all  coming 
from  these  plants. 

Y.r .  Hollow  also  suggests  that  in  case  we  need  anything 
special,  simply  to  write  frim  a  letter  asking  for  it  and  in  case 
we  shouldn’t  get  the  thing  within  6  months  to  write  another 
letter.  He  promised  me  to  send  you  seeds  of  I'edicago  glutinosa, 

a  very  promising  Caucasian  alfalfa  and  will  also  collect  seeds 

% 

of  various  Leguminosae  which  are  drought-resi stant  and  show 
adaptation  -s  fodder  plants.  As  a  whole,  I  strongly  recommend 
to  keep  in  touch  with  this  If.  follow  and  to  send  him  alre  dy 
some  of  our  literature  as  a  sign  that  connections  have  been 
established.  He  would  like  t o  have  the  correspondence  carried 
on  in  German  or  in  wrench;  {English  is  rather  hard  on  them  here.) 

Well,  this  is  about  all  again  for  this  time.  We  are 
as  usual  in  trouble  with  the  authorities  here;  this  time  it  is 
about  the  passport  of  my  assistant,  which  has  run  out  and  the 
so-called  officials  are  too  inactive  to  give  him  a  nev.  one;  we 
have  carried  the  thing  up  to  some  Colonel  in  ch-rge  of  such 
matters  and  likely  it  will  be  settled  within  a  day  or  . -o . 
was  also  nearly  arre-  ted  in  Irivan  i  Oi  loo.cin0  with  my  field 
glass  at  some  scenery,  but  after  some  "pour  purlers"  matters 
were  settled  again.  A  truly  sad  condition  prevails  throughout 


» 
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this  broad  land,  called  Russia. 

7ith  best  of  greetings  to  you  all,  I  remain 

Respectfully  yours, 

FRA1IK  IT.  I’EYSH. 


'Till is,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
April  2,  1910. 


Dear  l"r.  Fairchild: 

« 

Last  week  I  visited  several  seed  stores  here  in 
Tiflis  and  bought  some  small  quantities  of  Caucasian  vegetable 
seeds,  but  with  the  exception  of  a  couple  of  things,  the  stores 
here  import  all  t.  eir  seeds  from  abroad.  There  is,  ho.. ever,  a 
nurseryman  and  seed  dealer  here,  K.  P.  Avees,  by  name,  and  he 
is  willing  to  collect  for  us  agricultural  and  tree  seeds  in 
small  or  large  quantities.  I  made  an  arrangement  with  him  by 
which  he  will  ship  you  first  samples  of  all  interesting  things 
he  gets  hold  of  and  will  state  with  them  their  price  and  quan¬ 
tities.  He  would  send  within  a  week  or  so  samples  of  black 
and  naxed  barleys,  which  he  knows  of  in  some  villages  here  in 
the  Caucasus  and  I  hope  we  can  establish  connections  with  him, 
like  we  have  with  “uner  L  Co.  in  loscov/.  He  is  also  v.illing  to 
collect  tree  seeds  for  the  American  trade  in  large  quantities 
and  I  e;. close  herewith  his  list  in  triplicate.  There  are  a 
number  of  interesting  things  among  them  and  as  there  are  3  lists 
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anyway,  I  wish  you  would  consult  some  American  nurserymen 
about  there  being  some  desiderata  for  the  American  nursery 
trade  among  that  list  of  iiames. 

I  also  sent  you  under  separate  cover  the  vegetable 
seed  catalogues  of  Kwees;  also  one  oi  narchet,  anotner  seed 
firm  in  Piflis,  which  is  considered  the  best  here;  together 

with  these  two  catalogues,  there  is  also  a  list  of  wheats 
occurring  here  in  the  Caucasus  which  list  my  be  of  interest 
to  :  r*  Carleton;  I  had  an  extract  made  from  it  by  the  inter¬ 
preter  for  my  own  use  here.  I  may  say,  however,  these  wheats 
seem  to  be  hard  to  collecte.  .  r.  hironol f  himself  said  that 
one  most  times  has  to  go  to  the  villages  to  get  seeds. 

Then,  I  made  the  acquaintanceship  with  Jr.  Schmidt , 
the  director  of  the  Caucasian  Museum  here,  a  very  small  man, 

but _ with  a  most  remarkable  brain  and  memory.  He  told  me 

among  other  things  that  in  hi  zee  and  drepizond  (Asia  linor) 
there  are  varieties  of  Hrunus  L-aurocerasns  cultivated  for  their 
fruits,  which  last  i  ge  and  sweet  and  are  considered  b. 

the  Turks  to  be  a  specially  fine  fruit.  They  also  make  a 
delicious  compote  from  it.  This  information  is  new  to  me; 

I  have  eaten  the  fruits  of  the  ordinary  varieties,  out  the 
kernel  is  large  and  the  meat  but  little,  they  are  liice  a  large 

choke  cherry  and  have  even  the  same  flavor;  hese  lug  -- 
varieties,  however,  may  be  fine  for  preserves  especi-  lly.  Dr. 
Schmidt  recommends  also  to  us  to  tost  all  the  n  tive  Caucasian 
suecies  of  "h-ifolium;  there  are  63  of  them  and  some  he  saw  wild 
looked  very  promisih  -  odder  plants.  He  recommends  D  xi  o  1  ium 
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resupinatum  as  a  lawn  plant  for  the  delicious  perfume  its 
flowers  exhale. 

Then  I  saw  a  Mr.  Timofeen,  Government  ronomist 
here,  in  charge  of  sub- tropical  cultures.  He  told  me  that 
the  real  home  of  the  fine  hazelnuts  is  Asia  Minor,  especially 
around  Trebizand  and  ICerasund,  there  are  some  fine  varieti'  s 
there  yet  that  haven't  been  introduced  and  it  is  very  difficult; 
to  obtain  plants  as  the  Turkish  government  has  prohit ibed  their  export. 
The"  can  only  be  smuggled  out  of  1  te.  I  saw  an  interest., 
public,  tion  of  hazelnuts;  "Die  Kaselnuss,  ihre  arten  una  ihre 
Kultur.”  Frans  Goesckke,  Berlin,  Paul  Parey,  1887.  I  suppose 
we  have  it  in  the  Dep  rt mental  Library,  too,  I  wonder  if  Mr. 

Taylor  knows  it.  I  also  heard  from  Mr.  Timofeen  that  bamboos 
when  £jrown  in  the  sub-tropical  climate  in  Ghakva.  He  said  there 
are  large  clumps  of  ihylloatachys  Quillioi,  h.  -  A*  >_?.»  and  Hi. 
aurea  scattered  here  and  there  in  the  Caucasus  and  the  people 
begin  to  make  light  furniture  from  it.  All  these  3  mentioned 
bamboos  have  stood  nearly  10  below  zero  Shhr.  here  in  Tiflis 
and  were  not  killed.  They  have  great  hopes  here  for  the  barm- 
boo  as  an  all  around  handy  material.  I  also  heard  that  thea 
culture  is  beginning  to  take  a  hold  among  the  settlers  round 
Batoum  and  they  find  it  profitable.  Tire  Government  intends  to 
build  factories  as  soon  as  the  supply  gets  to  oe  nig  enough  to 
warrant  the  rather  large  outlays.  Then  I  w  s  iniormod  uy  a 
gentleman  named  Bietriehs,  ■  bo  has  travelled  pretty  much  all 
over  t]  ,  .  orld  as  an  insp  jotof  of  landed  proj  rty,  tl  at  .  i 


.  ' 


j  77. 


ican  11.. -lit  wagons,  carts,  buggies  and  harness,  etc#,  were 
the  lightest  and  test  in  the  world  and  lie  said  th  t  it  was 
impossible  to  obtain  them  in  Russia,  He  strongly  suggested 
that  some  enterprising1  American  firm  should,  open  an  estab¬ 
lishment  somewhere  in  kussiaj  I  03 cow  he  thou  at  would  e 
the  best  place  to  found  the  central  sale  shop,  branch  houses 
coul  established  later  on.  Do  you  thing  it  is  worth 
bringing  this  information  0  those  who  could  do  sonethinjj  in 
this  line? 

.  Well,  I  '  ill  close  a  ain.  Tomorrow  I  hope  to  leave 
for  Elisavetpol  on  the  road  to  Ratal,  bub  I  think  I  will 
return  again  here  to  ship  ofi  material  I  will  get  there  and  I 
1  0  have  to  look  out  for  another  interpreter,  of  whom  I 
some  information. 

With  best  of  greetings,  I  remain 

Yours  respectfully, 

Fhnih:  h.  ransR. 


Lis,  rus,  ssia, 

.  il  14,  1  10. 


Dear  It.  nirchili: 

Yesterday  we  came  back  from  a  ten  days’  trip  to 
various  places  in  the  Eastern  parts  of  the  Caucasus  and  I  am 
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Ling  you  herewith  this  day  what  we  found. 

There  are  3  large  parcels  fflai  .  DAI,  D.A.  II,  and 

% 

D.A.  Ill,  containing  roots,  cuttings  and  scions,  numbered 
750-768  inclusive.  Then  there  are  3  Registered  Samples 
numbered  769,  770,  771,  containing  Hhizomes,  Corns  and  Bulbs* 

As  usual  I  would  lime  to  see  most  of  the  material 
go  to  our  Garden  in  Chico,  as  the  climate  there  suits  the 
majority  of  these  collected  things  better  than  in  Washington. 

A  few  things  are  of  special  value.  For  instance,  the  aif- 
..  -  rent  varieties  of  pomegranates,  ITos.  753,  754,  765,  766  and 
767.  They  come  from  the  most  celebrated  pomegranate  region 
from  the  Caucasus  and  are  considered  really  good  things.  They 
will  do  well  in  Texas  and  the  Southwest. 

Then,  there  are  the  various  Medicagos,  1'Tos.  756,  757, 
758,  759,  763  and  764.  There  is  .  bly  something  .. ood  among 
them  and  I  recommend  planting  them  all.  For  i  o.  755  a  native  vari 
ety  of  plum,  it  may  be  too  late,  but  I  thoi  ht  I  had  better  send 
it  just  the  .  .  768,  the  real  Paradise  apple  will  interest 

Hr.  Taylor  and  perhaps  the  others,  too. 

Of  grape  vines  I  was  unable  to  obtain  many  this  time. 

The  grape  vine  plantations  of  the  Tartars  and  Persians  in  the 
vicinity  of  Tlisavetpol  have  so  many  varieties  of  grapes  11 
mixed,  through  one  another,  that  one  really  doesn’t  dare  to 
send  anything  •  t  all.  We  have  to  get  certain  things  yet  through 
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I  found  soma  very  pleasant  people  on  this  last  trip, 
of  whom  I  will  write  in  a  next  letter.  I  also  had  a  slight 
accident,  our  cart  he  in  b  vov.rt  over  through  the  wfcbel  touch¬ 
ing  a  roao  ;  I  am  cruised  here  and  there  but  v;ith  some  rest 
will  soon  he  all  right  again. 

To  my  surprise  I  didn’t  get  any  mail,  but  today  upon 
making  investigations,  my  interpreter  was  told  my  mail  had 
been  sent  to  Batoum  on  account  of  a  telegraphic  request  from 
the  American  Consul  in  3atoum.  I  have  written  about  explana¬ 
tions. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  I  did  not  find  a  suitable  new 
interpreter  as  yet.  I  am  in  hopes,  however ,  to  tind  a  good 

man  yet. 

Enclosed  please  find  the  inventory  notes  belonging 

to  thi3  shipment  in  duplicate. 

With  best  of  regards  to  you  all,  I  remain 

Respectfully  yours, 

fra;  i  * .  ”  :y  r. 


. 


* 


. 


. 


- 
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Tifltijl  Caucasus,  Russia, 
April-  16,  1910. 


Dear  Fr.  Pair child: 

Today  I  am  sending  you,  dy  Russian  Registered  Sample 
post  two  snail  packages  containing  entomological  material 
marked  I  and  II. 

I  herewith  jive  a  list  of  the  general  contents. 

1.  Caterpillars  nest  on  Piru3  saliclfolia,  near  Ge  ok- Tap  a. 

2.  Caterpillars  nest  on  Pirns  saliclfolia  near  Tiflis. 

3.  Caterpillars  nest  on  Crataegus  oxyacantha,  near  Jlisavetpol. 

4.  Insects1  nests  on  Cotoneaster  sp.  near  ffiflis. 

5.  Scales  on  :runus  sp.  near  Eelenendorf. 

6.  Scales  on  wild  rose,  near  Eelenendorf. 

7.  Scales  on  Pirus  communis,  near  Eelenendorf. 

8.  Scales  on  Hhamnus ,  near  Eelenendorf. 

9.  Scales  on  Jhamnus,  near  ELisavetpol. 

10.  Sails  on  Cph e dra  vulgar i s ,  near  Geok-Ta:  a. 

11.  Calls  on  Tamar. ix  sp.,  near  'Hisavet.  ol. 

12.  Galls  on  Cnragana  caucasic:,,  near  Aisavetgol. 

13.  Calls  on  Artemisia  sp. ,  near  31is-  .vetpol. 

14.  Galls  on  Artemisia  sp. ,  ne-  r  Eelenendorf. 

15.  Coccoon  on  Taliurus  aculeatus,  near  'iflis. 

16.  Coocoon  on  Ca r aga m  jra nui flora,  near  Tiflis. 

Each  of  these  packages  has  a  label  inside  and  I  hope 


there  may  he  something  of  interest  among  them. 
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71  th  "best  of  greetings,  I  remain. 

Respectfully  yours, 

S'BAI.iC  N.  M2Y3R. 


Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
April  19,  1910. 


Dear  Mr.  JTairchildj 


Herewith  I  am  sending  you  my  accounts  for  the  past 
.uarter,  January  1  -  March  31  (inclusive)  1910.  Would  you 
Lndly  turn  them  over  to  1  e*.  2b  -brook  who  nay  assist  in 
straightening  out  such  matters  are  not  quite  correct. 

Jo  my  regrets  I  didn’t  receive  as  yet  any  statement 
as  in  what  shape  my  last  accounts  were  found  and  I  have  as 
such  no  guide  in  the  making  up  of  this  one. 

I  will  give  a  rough  sketch  how  my  finances  stand  now. 
enses  foi  riod  of  August  1  -  Sept*  30,  1309  731.24 

”  "  "  ”  Oct.  1  -  Dec.  31,  19(10  1375.00 

"  "  "  ”  Jan.  1  -  larch  31,  1910  1750. QQ 

Total  (Roughly)  ,,£850.00 

Now  I  will  get  the  troubles  yet  of  paying  the  rail- 
raod  fares  hack  from  somewhere  here  to  >t.  Petersburg  of  both 
my  assistant  and  the  interpreter,  out  still  J  do  not  think  my 
total  expenses  will  be  more  than  5500  and  I  think  you  may  count 
on  a  sum  of  about  500  dollars  which  I  v; on* t  expend,  miles-,  of 


, 


J 


- 
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course,  something  very  unusual  or  unforeseen  should  arise, 
like  the  coming  back  of  me  or  something  of  such  a  nature. 

I  enclose  herewith  some  vouchers  and  hills  which 
may  he  either  of  use  or  may  he  not,  acco rding  to  what  Mr. 
Sstahrook  decides.  Soon  I  v/ill  send  my  itinerary  report, 
too,  for  which  tr.  ann  asks  r  e. 

',/ell,  hoping  these  financial  matters  will  he  found 
to  he  in  good  shape,  I  remain 

Yours  respectfully, 

PRANK  N.  MEYER. 


Tiflia,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
April  19,  1910. 


Dear  Dr.  ITann: 

The  day  before  yesterday  I  received  among  a  pile  of 
mail  also  your  letter  of  March  11,  1910,  in  which  you  request 
me  to  make  out  my  itinerary  report  for  the  months  of  January, 
February  and  larch,  1910.  I  hope  all  this  delay  oi  ms.il  not 
reaching  me  is  not  going  to  cause  you  great  inconvenience,  but 
I  really  thought  it  was  not  necessary  for  a  fellow,  travelling 
like  I  do,  to  make  out  such  reports,  at  least  when  I  was  in 
China  it  was  not  wanted  from  me  and  I  just  wonder  whether 
other  explorers  have  ever  been  doing  it.  Well,  I  enclose  here¬ 
with  such  a  report  and  hope  it  is  detailed  enough.  Would  you 
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later  on  kindly  let  me  knov;  whether  such  a  three  month’s  report 
is  sufficient  or  whether  shorter  period  ones  are  needed. 

And  here  it  poes: 

Efield  Itinerary  Report  fro  Prank  H.  Meyer. 

Por  the  period  from  January  1,  1910  to  larch  31,  1910,  inclusive. 

Sat.  Jan.  1,  1910.  Putting  last  touches  to  packing  in  of  "baggage. 

Left  St.  Petersburg  for  Moscow  in  afternoon. 

Sun.  Jan.  E,  1910.  Arrive  in  Ho  scow. 

Mon.  Jan.  •?,  1910.  In  Moscow.  Went  to  Immer  L •  Co.,  a  well- 

known  seed  firm,  had  conference,  went  also  to  fotan- 
ical  Garden. 

Pues.  Jan.  4,  1910.  Went  to  the  Collere  of  Agriculture  and  saw 
several  men  of  importance  there. 

Wed.  Jan.  5,  1910,  Saw  Prof.  Galenlcin  at  3ot.  Gardens  in  Moscow 
and  V  rious  others  re  .  edicajos. 

Thur.  Jan  6,  1910.  Saw  Mr,  Engel  again  of  the  seed  firm  of  Inner 
a-  Co.  Left  at  night  for  Sebastopol,  Crimea,  by  R.R. 

Fri.  Jan.  7,  1910.  very  cold  (EG0  below  Zero  Reaumur). 

Sat.  Jan.  8,  1910.  Enroute,  "  ”  ” 

Sun.  Jan.  9,  1910.  Arrived  early  in  the  morning  in  Sebastopol. 
Afternoon  went  out  in  nei  oring  mountains. 

..  Jan  11,  1910.  In  Sebastopol,  attended  to  correspondence. 


i  * 


* 


T’ae.  Jan.  11.  Collected  a  and  scions  c  ild  plant.. 


V.red. 


'ihr. 


Tri. 


Sat. 


Son. 


1.1)  n. 


Ctie. 


Ved. 


Bhr . 


Pri  . 


Sat . 


ITon. 


mountains  near  Sevastopol. 

Jan.  12.  Described  and  packed  collected  plant  material. 

Jan*  13.  In  Sebastopol,  made  accounts  in  shape  and  re¬ 
packed  baggage. 

Jan  14.  Left  Sebastopol  by  cart  for  Souchaja  Ret ska, 

Crimea*  Ail  day  en  route,  collecting  plants  &  seeds. 
Jan.  15.  All  day  en  route  for  .  ati,  collecting  plants 
and  seeds  while  enroute. 

Jan.  IS.  Left  for  Kirikfcneah,  axl  day  en  route  collect, 
plant  and  seeds. 

Jan  17.  Left  for  Yalta,  all  day  enroute,  collecting  lants 
and  seeds.  Arrived  at  sunset  in  Yalta. 

Jan.  18.  In  Yalta,  assistant  ill;  packing1  in  collected 
material. 

Jan.  19.  In  Yalta,  assistant  ill;  Great  Russian  Holiday, 
Post  office  closed.  Cornespondence  tended  to. 

Jan.  20.  In  Yalta.  Plants  shipped  off  and  for  supplied 
hunted. 

Jan.  21.  In  Yalta,  Plants  shipped  off.  Ldence 

attended  to. 

2..  to  the  Botanical  Gardens  at  Nikita  and  back 

to  Yalta,  collecting-  plants  enroute. 

Jan.  24.  Botanical  Jardens  at  Nikita  and  to  experi¬ 


mental  vineyards. 

Tue.  Jan.  25.  In  Yalta.  Packing,  shipping  and  describing  f 


. 

. 

* 


collected  plant o. 


Wed.  Jan. 

Thr.  J-  n. 
Sri .  J<  i* 

Sat .  Jan. 
Mon.  Jan. 

Pue .  Feb . 

id. 

Thr .  Feb . 

Fri .  Feb . 


26.  In  Yalta,  Backing,  and  shipping  of  plants.  Corr¬ 
espondence  attended  to,  ‘baggage  shipped  off.  Left  at 
night  for  Gagri . 

27.  Aboard  the  steamer  on  the  Black  lea. 

28.  Aboard  the  steamer  on  the  Slack  Sea.  Collected 
plant  material  in  “ovorosusk,  Caucasus. 

29.  Landed  in  Afternoon  in  Gagri. 

31.  Collected  1:  nte  near  Gagri,  had  a  conference  with 
the  Prince  of  laenburg  about  Caucasian  products. 

1.  In  Gagri.  Collected  plants  in  mountains. 

2.  In  Gagri.  Collected  plants  in  mountains  and 
packed  them. 

3.  In  Gagri.  Packing,  shipping-  and  describing  of 

collected  material. 

4.  Left  .  or  Zjiep,  collect!  lants  enroute 


Sat . 

Surd 

Lon. 

Tue. 


Wed. 


all  day. 

Feb.  5.  Left  for  Cherz. ,  collect  :.  lants  enroute. 

Pfeb.  6.  Left  for  ITovai  Avon,  collecting  plants  enroute. 
Feb.  7.  Left  for  Souchoum  Kale,  collect!  plants  enroute. 

Feb.  G.  In  Souchour  ixle,  heavy  rains,  Collected  material, 

liepacked. 

b.  9.  In  oow.chou.:.  Kale.  Visited  Botanical  Gardens  and 


met  different  people. 
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Thr. 


ri . 
^at . 


Ion. 


Cue. 


7/ed. 


Thr. 


Fri . 


3at . 


I 'on. 


Tue. 


Med. 


Tnr. 


Feb .  10.  In  Souchoum  Kale,  ri  sited  ntal  fruit 

garden  and  tried  to  collect  packing  moss. 

Feb.  11.  "  -itl  various  estates  near  Souchoum  Kale. 

Feb.  IE.  Went  to  3inops  ner  r  Souchoum  and  bought  packing  moss. 

Feb.  14.  Repacked  baggage  and  collected  material  and  attended 
to  corresponded  . 

Feb.  15.  Visited  the  famous  Smitskoi  vineyards  near  Souchoum 
and  collected  grape  vine  cuttings  there. 

Feb.  16.  Went  to  Dioscouria  near  louchoum  and  collected 
-there  fruit  tree  cuttings. 

Feb.  17.  Packed  in  collected  plant  mat  .rial,  made  notes, 
put  numberous  baggage  in  order  and  left  in  evening  by 
S.S.  for  Batoum. 

Feb,  18.  In  Jatotim,  packing  and  shipping  collected  material. 

Feb.  19.  In  3atoum,  visiting  v-  rious  people  and  shipping 
offices. 

3.  21.  In  B? toum.  leavy  rains.  Shi  of  collected 

material . 

3.  22.  t  rum.  Heavy  rains.  Correspondence  attended 

to.  T'aps  pasted,  box  repaired. 

Feb.  23.  Tent  to  Ohaicva  ne«  r  ’a  to  urn,  inspected  tea  and 
bambo  o  pla  ntati.  o  ns . 

Feb.  24.  In  B^toum.  ju  ht  seeds  and  grains  on  m&3  t  and 
went  to  hakva,  Pinichoff,  seein0  v  rious  botanical 


Collections-. 


987. 


Fri.  Feb. 


Sat .  Feb . 


lim.  Feb. 


Cue .  Aar . 


Y/ed.  r  r. 


Thr.  Aar. 
Fri.  Aar. 


Sat.  Aar. 


Aon.  liar. 


Tue .  1  ar . 


'fed.  Aar. 


Thr.  -ar. 
Fri .  Aar . 


Sat.  Aar. 


Ian.  Aar. 


24.  Tn  Batoum.  Bought  seeds  in  market,  packed  and 
described  them. 

26.  In  Tatuum.  Shipped  boxes  with  seeds  to  S.3.  office 
and  attended  to  correspondence. 

28.  In  Batoum.  Shipped  collected  plants.  Packed 
baggage  and  left  for  Xbpetnari  in  afternoon. 

1.  Collected  in  the  morning  fruit  tree  scions  and 
seeds  in  Ko]  tn  ri.  In  tffternoon  visited  experimental 
vineyard  in  Quirili  and  collected  cuttings  of  A rape 


vines. 

2.  Arrived  in  Tiflis,  visited  various  stores  and 
bought  supplies. 


3. 

In  Tiflis. 

Packed  and  described  collected  material. 

4. 

In  Tlfllfl. 

Shi}  ped  collected  material  and  attended 

to  corresp ondence. 

5. 

In  Tiflis. 

Visited  Botanical  Gardens  and  saw 

various  people. 

7. 

In  Tiflis. 

Tended  to  correspondence. 

8. 

In  ALflis. 

VI -it  tb  Botanical  Garden  and  herbarium 

and 

insp  ctinp 

the  botanical  collections. 

9. 

In  Tiflis. 

packed  and  described  collected  material. 

10. 

In  Tiflis. 

Correspondence  attended  to. 

11. 

In  Tiflis. 

Correspondence  attended  to. 

12. 

In  ’if  lis . 

Visit  ;o  Agricultural  Society. 

14. 

In  Tiflis. 

Conference  with  various  agricultural 

specik&ists. 
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Due. 

Ear. 

15. 

In 

i flis. 

'  aterial 

■  • 

’  led . 

Ear. 

1.  . 

In¬ 

niflis. 

Thr. 

Far , 

17. 

in 

Eiflis. 

visi 

.ted. 

Eri . 

Ear. 

13. 

In 

Eiflis. 

and 

■ie scribed  c 

Sat . 

. 

19. 

In 

’iflis. 

Hon. 

Ear. 

21. 

In 

Eiflis. 

Tue. 

Ear . 

22. 

In¬ 

Tiflis. 

I’/ed. 

Ear . 

23. 

in 

Eiflis. 

■Thr. 

1  ar . 

24. 

In 

Tiflis. 

Co  rr e  spondenc e . 

Eri. 

Ear . 

25. 

In 

iiflis. 

repacked. 

t 

Sat.  I  ar.  26.  Left  Tiflis  or  Erivan  at  noon. 

Son.  ’"ar.  27.  Arrived  in  Erivan.  Visited  experimental  garden. 
Mon.  :  ar  28.  Collected  grape  vine  cuttings  and  seeds  in  Erivan., 


Vue.  Ear.  29.  Left  Erivan  with  collected  material. 

Y,red.  l&r.  30.  Arrived  in  Eiflis.  Paclced  and  shipped  collected 
material.  Described  it  on  notes. 

Thur.  Mar .  31.  In  Eiflis.  3orreapondence  attended  to. 

Respectfully  yours. 


.  v.  ::  .  rr  it 
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Tiflis,  Caucasus,  .ussia, 
April  20,  1910. 


Dear  Hr.  Pairchild: 

?he  day  before  yesterday  and  yesterday  too  I  have  "been 
receiving  a  whole  lot  of  mail  and  I  will  try  to  answer  some  of 
your  questions  at  the  very  earliest. 

Well,  first  why  my  mail  hadn’t  been  kept  here  by  the 
post  office  officials.  .'hat  is  a  real  Russian  story.  Firstly, 
it  seems  that  our  ly  in  St,  Petersburg  never  received  my 

telegram  from  3a to urn  telling  them  to  retain  mail  until  later  on 
and  they  kept  on  forwarding  my  mail  to  the  American  Consultate 
in  Bat oura  until  they  got  ray  letter  Informing  them  to  send  it  to 
Baku.  Then  they  sent  some  there.  When  we  wrote  the  postmaster 
in  Baku  to  forward  our  mail  to  Tiflis  he  did  so,  but  a  telegram 
was  received  by  the  post  office  in  Tiflis  from  the  American 
Consul  in  Batoura  asking  them  to  send  my  mail  again  to  him; 
they  did  so  and  now  I  find  upon  inquiry  from  our  Consul  in 
Batoura  th'  t  the  Russian  post  office  officials  only  have  raized 

up  the  na  er  and  Schnaider,  they  resemblin  . what  in 

sound  one  another  and  it  was  for  mail  of  the  last  name  that  the 
Consul  had  wired.  It  seems,  however  that  some  of  my  ms.il  has  be¬ 
come  lost  during  all  this  going  to  and  fro  and  I  am  the  loser. 

Pow  I  come  to  some  of  your  letters;  via.,  the  one  of 
March  2,  1910.  About  some  seeds  of  Prunus  japonica,  collected 


at  Chelsea  as  you  say.  'fell,  I  ate  some  of  the  fruit  i  le  I 
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was  there  with  hr.  h'ilson  and  instead  of  throwing  the  stones 
away  T  sent  thorn  to  you,  not  meaning  however,  to  have  them 
entered  under  an  S.P.  I.  number  as  the  quantity  secured  was 
exceedingly  snail  and  nurserymen  not  lilcin  ,,  of  course,  that 
their  plants  are  being  carried  clandestinely  by  visitors. 

As  such  I  like  to  refrain  from  writing  to  1  r  #  Veitch,  but 
v/ould  suggest  instead  that  you  withdraw  this  plant  No#  261  I 
from  the  inventory  and  give  it  privately  to  somebody.  How¬ 
ever,  since  correspondence  is  so  much  easier  from  7ashin  .ton 
with  England,  1  suggest  that  you  might  as..  sa  ....  reithb 
whether  they  haven’t  got  some  promising  fruiting  forms  of 
various  low  growing  species  of  .  runus  and  if  so  whether  they 
could  give  you  their  lists  and  prioes.  You  may  perhaps  men¬ 
tion  that  I  saw  a  very  nice  form  of  3  runus  Ja]  onics,  ser.t  in 
by  Wilson  from  Western  China  and  hf  ving  still  many  fruits  on  it, 
lie  I  visited  their  nur  r  "t  Combe  '.’foods  in  September,  1909. 

Letter  of  Peoruary  15,  1910,  about  some  addresses  of 
missionaries  in  the  Shantung  province  from  whom  you  may  get  some 
Ginger  rhizomes  to  be  tested  in  the  southwest. 

Well  here  th-^re  are  a  few  whom  I  met  personally  and 
who  are  nice,  reliable  7 eople. 

v.  Paul  D.  Gergen,  American  Presbyterian  Mission, 
'.'eihsien,  Shantung,  Chiia. 

Dr.  Cfahs.  Lyon,  American  Presbyterian  Mission,  Chining- 
chow  via  Chincirn ;,  J! ,s  :itun  ,  '.ira. 

Hev.  ...  B.  H  .  American  Presbyterian  Mission, 
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Chinnnfu,  Shantung,  China. 

Rev.  Dr.  II.  Hayes,  Cfh.ii  iaoc  , 

Shantung,  China.  American  Pre gbyte:  lej  ..  ion.  (A  very  _;ood 
Bian,  whom  we  sent  already  seeds  of  Yonylon  lomiferam) 

lev.  ...  c.  :..;v..l  ,  X  v.rch  h  .ha  1  Iftssion,  tiai-an 
Shantung,  China. 

.J.  i.  itewright,  Educational  Association  of 
r  ina,  Chinanfu,  Shantung,  China.  (You  have  been  already  in 
communication  with  him  from  v  shington.  ) 

Of  this  Hat  I  think  Dr.  Hayes  is  the  "best,  then 
follow  Dr.  Chns.  Lyon;  ev.  ..  B.  Hamilton;  Rev.  P.  j.  Bergen; 
White' -rite  and  Houle. 

I  hope  you  will  succeed  in  yetting  the  roots  over 
in  Bound  shape.  In  case  I  myself  return  again  to  the  Celestial 
Itanrie.  I  will  make  it  a  point  of  getting  some  'good  varieties 
of  this  northern  ginger.  If  I  were  living  in  the  milder  por¬ 
tions  of  the  United  States,  I  would  have  my  ginger  patch  just  like 
one  h  s  hi  s  sweet  ’  otato  garden.  The  Rhizomes  need  about  the 
same  storin'  treatment  as  sweet  potatoes,  for  so  f  r  as  absence 
Of  cold  is  considered,  •  need  more  moisture  during  their 

period  f  rest. 

In  my  bulletin  I  also  wrote  something  about  the  ginger 

in  ITorth  China. 

t  ir  of  1  ___  py  18, _ 10,  giving  me  a  few  notes 

on  how  small,  stunted  rms  of  Anyy  dal  us  and  1  rvnns  make  good 
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stocks  when  ,  Tafted  to  aLmonds,  as  oy  the  ei:;  erience  of  . 

on.  I'y,  that  is  interesting!  I  never  thought  that,  "because 
we  graft  the  pear  on.  the  (Quince,  with  tne  results  that  t:.e  peer 
remains  considerably  smaller  as  v hen  on  its  own  roo os  and  there 
is  always  a  considerable  difference  in  size  "between  scion  a;- d 
stock.  Yihen  I  come  back  some  of  these  years  I  would  li.ce  to 
see  more  of  Professor  Mason’s  work  in  these  lines.  Please  tell 
Me.  Swingle  not  to  be  afraid  I  won’t  send  in  interesting  forms 
of  Prunus  and  Any  gdalus  I  meet,  only  I  would  like  to  have  Mr. 
Swingle  write  me  sometimes  somethin,,,  so  I  may  be  better  imermed 
and  better  be  on  the  loon  out . 

Letter  o  ruary  2o,  1910 .  About  Mr.  Theo.  Krysht ofo— 
vich.  Agricultural  Commissioner  of  the  Russian  Go vernment ,  having 
called  on  you.  Yes,  1  ..  i  fror  several  o  le  here  that  he  was 
in  America.  He  is  going  to  have  quite  some  power.  About  the 
interesting  variety  of  .rape  growing  in  tie  vicinity  oi  "Slisavetpol 
yes,  I  knew  of  it  and  the  cuttings  of  it  have  reached  you  since, 
its  proper  name  is  fairish,  but  Handja  G&ndja,  Siauc  de  u-angin, 
these  are  all  synonyms  for  on  account  of  the  many  languages  in 
the  Caucasus  the  productions  too  have  names  in  legio.  ihe  red 
variety  of  keeping1  grape  of  which  Mr,.  &  speaks,  too,  is  ’hZizil 
isioum” •  We  were  not  able  to  get  it  this  time.  I  have  spoken 
already  about  this  fact  to  Mr.  A»  C.  Bo  How  here,  who  will  try 

to  forward  it  next  winter  to  us. 

About  this  interesting  collection  of  grapes  near  Yalta, 
no  we  were  never  informed  about  it,  ;rn.aps  i  u  doesn  t  exist  anj 
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any  longer.  The  Botanical  Garden  at  Nikita,  however,  possesses 
a  very  large  assortment  of  grapes,  but  unfortunately  they  had 
no  cuttings  to  spare  of  certain  rare  varieties,  I  ;ed  as  I 
wrote  you  in  my  letter  about  it.  I  am  writing  Mr.  Kalaida 
about  the  I'erego  vsky  collection  of  grapes  and  also  about  records 
of  their  temperatures.  Mr.  Kalaida  and  his  assistant,  an  old 
gardener,  both  testified  that  temperatures  in  the  garden  had 
done  down  as  low  as  15°  below  Reaumur,  nay  even  16°  but  that 
was  nearly  X)  years  ago,  when  all  the  large  Laurus  nobilis  and 
many  other  plants  were  frozen  to  the  ground.  I  still  saw  the 
results  of  that  freeze  on  old  Laurel  clumps.  I  see  your  note 
re  Agricultural  oociety  in  Kharkov,  southern  Russia,  for  pure 
alfalfa  seeds.  I  will  see  Mr*  Hollow  ut  this  too  and  let 
2/ou  hear  later  on. 

I  also  notice  what  Mr.  Kryshtofovich  says  abort 
the  1'eregovsky  collection  of  illustrations  of  the  best  grape 
varieties  in  St.  Petersburg.  You  says  "If  on  your  return  to 
St.  Petersburg  you  find  time  to  look  at  those  plates,  etc." 

Do  you  think  there  is  much  chance  for  me  to  return  there? 

Letter  of  February  25,  19 IQ.  And  this  Qi  cer  of  which 
Ibr.  Engel  told  me  so  much  is  after  all  only  a  Lathyrus  sativus; 

I  also  see  the  inventory  list  that  the  statement  of  Mr,  Rngel 
in  regard  to  this  legume  as  producing  500-600  poods  per  desertine 
had  only  been  magnified  10  times! 
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Letter  of  I  .arch  4,  1910.  About  the  olives  of  I ikita. 

As  I  said  already,  r  am  wri  •;  .  Kalaida  for  more  details  of 

his  olives.  On  your  questions  I  must  3ay  this;  The  Russians 
in  the  Crimea  know  very  little  themselves  about  these  hardy 
olive3.  They  found  them  there  when  they  annexed  the  country, 
they  are  survivals  of  ancient  Greek  plantations  and  only  the 
hardiest  have  remained.  The  trees  reduce  large  fruits,  but 
are  not  a3  productive  as  .some  other  varieties;  the  fruits  are 
nearly  always  used  salt-piciled.  There  is  not  enough  of  them 
to  use  them  for  oil  production.  You  ask  if  these  trees  are  so 
valuable  why  have  not  the  Russians  propagated  them  and  planted  small 
plantations  in  the  Crimea,  Yes,  why  not?  The  Bussians  are  not 
as  energetic  as  other  nations  and  they  could  do  many  a  thing' 

others  have  done  long  ago,  but - .  Jell,  to  be  less  severe, 

there  are  after  ail  few  places  in  the  Crimea  where  the  cols  is 
occasionally  not  too  severe  on  olives  and  as  such,  people  plant 
but  little  of  them*  ’hen  these  olives  are  not  named  as  yet  and 
apparently  not  described,  and  therefore  rat}.  -  r  difficult  to  dis¬ 
seminate. 

You  want  my  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  dissem¬ 
inating  widely  such  a  variety  for  trial.  Well,  my  opinion  is 
this,  let  us  first  tejt  them  ourselves  in  several  rather  uncon¬ 
genial  localities  and  then  afterwards  we  can  give  the  public 
some,  but  not  now  as  yet. 

About  photos  of  them,  I  sent  you  three,  nos.  457,  458 
and  459.  I  hope  they  reached  you  since. 


a 
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Letter  of  F.rch  7,  1910,  containing  copy  of  the 
two  letters  'Jr.  A.  Furrill  sent  us  regurdin  fungi  I 
collected.  liank  you  for  the  information.  I  also  got  the 
cards  regarding  fruits  in  Bokhara  (Burnes  Travels  in  Bokhara) 
furnished  by  Mr*  TJ.  P.  Hedrick  of  Geneva,  New  York.  Strange l 
Fr.  Hedrick  thought  of  us  and  1  of  him  in  askinb  you  to  send 
him  some  specimens  of  the  dried  fruits  of  Prunus  institia  from 
Hrivan. 

Letter  of  larch  El,  1910,  re  Pedicagos  to  he  found  and 
especially  to  make  herbarium  material  of  them.  Yes,  now  that  the 
season  of  shipping-  live  material  is  drawing  to  a  close,  I  will  have 
more  opportunity  of  collecting  herb- rium  specimens.  I  have  bought 
already  a  good  supply  of  paper  and  pressing  forms  ahd  have  collected 
already  a  few  nice  plants,  like  Pirus  salicifolia  in  bloom,  various 
Juniper  us,  Caragans,  etc.  About  Fr.  Cook’s  outfit  for  pgypt  and 
Palestine,  yes,  I  will  be  very  much  interested  in  it.  I  hope,  in 
case  you  send  some  samples,  that  they  will  reach  me,  because  it 
seems  that  sample  s  and  printed  matter  do  not  reach  me  readily. 

No,  I  know  you  are  all  right  in  remembering  me  once  in 
awhile  what  new  things  they  expect  of  me;  I  got,  however,  a 
letter  from  Fr.  Dorsett,  in  a  sort  of  aternal  tone,  about  send¬ 
ing  photographs  alon^  with  shipments  or  shortly  after  them.  Well, 
this  shows  he  never  was  in  regions  away  from  civilization  and  I 
will  have  to  accept  it  in  that  way.  Jet  wean  you  and  me,  however, 

I  feel  as  you  probably  have  felt,  too,  that  the  office  of  an 
agricultural  explorer  soon  will  cease  to  be  a  one-man  .reposition 
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and  that  the  work  v/ill  have  to  he  split  up  between  a  trained 
photogr  .  ,  an  economic  botanist  and  an  administrative  and 
executive  dark,  and  such  men  have  to  have  the  knowledge  of 
a  few  languages,  besides  being’  hardy  and  of  happy  dispositions. 

Letter  of  larch  21,  1910,  Yes,  I  would  like  to  see 
how  things  are  getting  along  in  the  office.  You  got  ever  so 
much  better  people  now  &s  when  I  was  in  China,  when  a  name¬ 
sake  of  mine  was  ruining  my  plants  in  Chico  and  others  didn’t 
care  how  things  went  al  ong.  Let  us  hope  we  will  keep  it  up 
and  improve  besides. 

You  don’t  quite  like  it  that  I  am  moving  about  in 
a  mi  Id-wintered  region  ■  s  the  material  found  will  be  of  value 
only  to  the  more  southern  parts  of  the  United  States.  Yes, 
that  is  so  more  or  less,  but  then  we  have  a  state  of  Texas 
where  many  of  the  things  I  am  finding  now  v/ill  feel  at  home 
and  the  dr  ought-resi  sting-  species  of  f  ims  and  I  minus  are  of 
great  value  to  t  ie  semi -arid  sections  of  our  Treat  Land. 

Elhat  I  hope  to  round  up,  as  you  say,  some  especially 
hardy  things,  yes,  that  is  my  wish  too.  But — how  much  time 
have  I  left  yet?  I  do  wish  you  would  give  me  your  private 
opinion  how  long  I  will  have  a  chance  to  be  kept  out  in  the 
field.  If  it  be  short,  then  you  know  pretty  well  what  I  v/ill 
do.  If  it  is  long,  I  will  stick  to  it,  notwithstanding-  all 
sorts  of  inconveniences. 

I  am  very  glad  Jr.  Calloway  is  improving  so  finely 
and  tlr  t  he  really  has  seen  what  our  office  has  been  doing  in 
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Southern  Florida.  I  never  liiced  to  see  the  F.'iami  Car  den 
given  up  line  a  worn-out  pair  of  boots,  v/e  are  in  America 
so  very  much  behind  in  the  matter  of  having  collections  of 
live  plants,  that  a  3outh  Florida  Botanical  Carden  covld 
safely  be  established. 

I  saw  the  clippings  you  kindly  sent  about  the  fight 
in  Congress.  ITo,  v/e  have  no  Associated  Fress  despatches  here 
in  this  land  and  American  news  i3  as  rare  as  snov;  in  .ay, 
so  it  is  always  very  welcome.  Anything  about  Col.  hoosevelt 
interests  me,  too.  I  see  he  returned  safe  and  sound  from 
Central  Africa  and  is  now  in  Europe. 

Letter  of  I  arch  £6,  3,910.  About  my  tea.  -letter 
reaching  you  some  days  before.  Clad  it  was  of  interest 
enough  to  have  it  copied,  poor  stenographers,  my  sympathy 
to  them! 

Then  I  received  9  postal  cards,  dated  February  28, 
I:!arch  4,  march  7,  7  arch  14,  l  arch  17,  larch  IS,  March  26, 

Jfercfc  26,  and  March  28,  J.910,  all  announcing  receipt  of  parcels 
samples  and  mail.  It  seems  th-  t  my  shipments  are  reaching 
Washington  in  fairly  good  time  and  in  rather  ood  condition. 

I  am  also  in  receipt  of  the  Bulletins  of  .  .  ~.  Fos.  86  and 
28.  Ho*  27  hasn’t  turned  up  as  yet.  There  are  as  usual 
several  interesting  things  in  them.  -  essrs.  Peruins  &  lollison 
are  sending  quite  so;  s,  1  see.  Sff  observations, 

too,  occupy  a  good  bit  of  space;  and  fche  Boe.-v.oe,  Ramboetan 
and  Poelasan  are  at  last  really  introduced?  .'here  are  we  going 


. 
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to  plant  then;  what  a  pity  the  Panama  proposition  has  fallen 
through. 

ere  is  one  number  ^6648-6^9,  Erunus  si  bir ica,  layer’s 
introductions.  Veil,  I  haven’t  got  the  slightest  notion  what 
this  is.  I  never  sent  anything  of  this  nature  from  ;  lit 2 

near  Berlin. 

Where  is  the  Hwai  Yuan  district  in  China  where  those 
pomegranates  come  from  (86794-797).  I  never  heard  of  such 
fine  pomegranates  in  China.  What  is  the  botanical  name  of  the 
Cuar-ree  plant  of  I  orth  Korea,  .  J.  D.  Hubbard  sent  us  seeds 

of? 

I  hope  to  get  some  more  mail  yet  these  days  other ise 
a  lot  is  lost'  and  in  case  there  were  matters  of  importance  in 
some  of  chase  letters  I  will  keenly  feel  ;heir  le  s.  In  case 
the  financial  letter  covering  my  account s  for  the  period  of 
October  1,  1909  to  December  31,  1909,  doesn’t  reach  me  within 
some  weeks  I  will  have  to  es.-c  you  for  another  copy  of  it. 

I  haven’t  found  a  suitable  interpreter  as  yet,  T  am 
in  correspondence  with  one  and  Hr.  Hollow  will  loon  out  for 
me,  toe.  I  also  will  send  you  some  seeds  yet,  within  a  day 
or  so  and  after  that  T  hope  to  leave  -'or  Fjat  igorsh  to  the  Forth 
of  hear  where  a  successful  Cerman  col  ector  of  plants  lives, 
who  knows  Turkestan  well  '  0  may  be  willing  to  go  with  me, 

I  rant  a  somewhat  experience  run  rho  u.o\  s  local  conditions, 
for  otherwise  one  has  no  end  of  difficulties.  I  am  still 
somewhat  sore  from  my  cart  accident,  espciall,  a  ft  g.:,  1  >.-■ 
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and.  arm  don’t  move  lightly  as  yet.  Ihen  I  am  in  the  hands 
of  the  dentist,  too,  and  have  my  teeth  all  put  in  si  'or 
another  year  or  so. 

And  that  is  then  all;  I  remain,  with  “best  of  greet¬ 
ings,  alio  to  all  in  the  office, 

Respectfully  yours, 

f?lA:ik  i.hip. 


. 

. 

. 
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Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
April  22,  1010. 


Dear  L'r.  Fairchild: 

Herewith  I  am  sending;  you  per  Russian  parcel  post 
2  package  a  rked  D.A.  I,  D.A.  II.  They  contain  16  separate 
pacicajeo  end  ba_a  n.'  j  ’  us ,  '  o  .  -3l3a  -  1330a,  inclusive, 
and  one-  sample  of  very  long,  blue  raisins. 

I  had  expected  to  keep  the  seeds  until  I  could  fill 
a  large  case  full,  but  I  didn’t  find  much  of  interest  in  the 
line  of  grains  and  legumes,  in  Elisavetpol  and  vicinity  and 
conclude  now  better  to  ship  things  off. 

I  enclose  the  inventory  notes  b  longing  to  this 


shipment  in  duplicate  and  trust  they  give  the  inform  at  ion 
desired.  About  this  Drivan  alfalfa,  did  Professor  Hansen 
introduce  them  already?  I  suppose  it  is  well  known  however, 
in  America,  isn’t  it?  If,  however,  the  statement  I  heard  in 
Elisavetpol  should  be  true;  via.,  that  it  is  much  longer 
lived  than  the  ’Turkestan  alfalfa,  then  it  is  really  a  valua¬ 
ble  variety. 

The  beans.  No.  1312a  and  1320a,  I  would  like  to 
see  given  special  treatment.  They  ought  to  go  out  1  e st 
somewhere  and  the  watermelons,  nusxmelons  and  cucumbers,  too. 
The  Arlington  farm  is  no  place  for  things  coming  -troffi  these 

semi-arid  climates  here. 

In  the  Pistachio  nuts,  Ho,  1328a,  Kr.  Swingl 

be  interested  and  in  the  Pros®,  No.  1320a,  and  the  wheat, 


. 


. 

. 
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No.  1530a,  Mr.  Carle ton. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  traveller’s  note  about  Turkestan, 
which  I  found  in  duplicate  among  my  notes. 

Hoping  this  shipment  reaches  you  again  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  I  remain 


lours  respectfully, 


FRANK  N.  MEIER. 


Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
April  24,  1910. 


Dear  Mir.  Dorsett: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  several  letters  of  yours  which 
I  will  herewith  answer  in  detail.  There  is  one  among  them, 
dated  February  16  ,  1910,  upon  which  I  have  to  say  something 
more  than  usual. 

You  ask  me  namely,  whether  it  wouldn’t  be  possible 
for  me  to  send  photographs  along  with  the  material,  or  in  as 
short  as  possible  a  time  after  the  material  has  been  mailed. 
Well,  I  really  thought  you  knew  more  about  the  way  things  go 
in  some  semi-civilized  lands.  If  you  had  been,  for  instance, 
in  Mexico  so  close  a  country  to  the  United  States,  you  would 
have  found  out  that  photographers  are  not  as  plentiful  there 
as  in  America  and  that  good  photographers  are  as  scarce  as  white 
crows.  Well,  here  in  Russia  it  is  exactly  the  same.  Photo- 


. 
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graphie  is  still  one  of  the  new  arts  here  and  the  workmanship 
of  the  very  greater  part  of  photos  is  simply  abominable.  In 
case  it  would  be  considered  an  absolute  necessity  to  have  photos 
go  along  with  a  shipment,  well,  then  a  competent  photographer 
has  to  go  along  with  a  full  outfit.  I  nyself  cannot  do  all 
things  and  I  have  baggage  enough  already,  so  that  I  decline  to 
have  all  the  paraphanalia  with  me  that  might  enable  me  to 
develop,  print,  paste,  etc.  You  will  clearly  see  this,  I 
trust. 

Then  you  say,  that  you  found  out  that  the  projects 
which  are  of  prime  importance  are  not  sufficiently  illustrated 
by  photographs  and  detailed  supplementary  notes.  Yes,  such 
things  are  true,  of  course.  tty  work  is  pioneer  work  in  the 
real  sense  of  the  word.  When  you  study  the  various  things  of 
this  world,  you  will  find  out  that  nothing  is  learned  in  all 
details  the  very  first  time.  One  acquires  one*s  knowledge  by 
bits  and  pieces.  About  the  Persimmons  you  will  find  quite 
some  information  scattered  through  ny  letters  from  the  field 
and  in  the  fruit  section  of  ny  coining  bulletin.  And  then,  of 
course,  I  would  like  you  to  bear  in  mind  that  China  and  other 
Oriental  lands  are  not  the  places  where  it  is  so  very  easy  to 
obtain  real  solid  information  about  crops  and  cultures.  There 
are  thousands  of  matters  yet  in  China  alone,  on  which  more  light 
is  needed.  We  are  after  all  only  cutting  out  a  few  steps  in  the 
mountain  of  knowledge  and  others  have  to  mount  by  our  steps . 
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Well,  this  is  enough  about  this  matter.  Some  talks  would 
be  better  for  you  and  I,  but  of  course,  that  is  out  of  the 
question. 

Well,  now  I  come  to  your  letters.  There  are  7  in  all, 
dated  February  12,  February  18,  February  21,  February  26, 

March  2  (2  letters)  and  March  24. 

The  note  of  February  12  announces  that  my  Nos.  388-404 
inclusive  have  been  received. 

Letter  of  February  18  tells  me  that  Nos.  370-576, 
inclusive,  have  been  received. 

Letter  of  February  21  gives  more  information  re  dis¬ 
posal  of  Nosl  388-404. 

Letter  of  February  26  infomms  me  the  arrival  of  Nos. 
406-412  inclusive  and  of  No.  415.  I  also  see  in  this  letter 
that  the  Amygdalus  Davidiana  may  really  become  a  good  thing 
for  America.  I  certainly  hope  it  will.  You  say  that  the 
cherry  doesn’t  seem  to  feel  congenial  on  it.  Well,  in  China 
I  never  saw  the  real  cherry  (Cerasu.s  Arium)  grafted  on  it,  only 
a  relative  (Prunus  tomentosa)  the  bush  cherry.  Did  Professor 
Mason  also  try  it  in  the  desert  as  an  almond  stock?  It  is  not 
a  real  desert  plant,  however,  although  it  is  tontent  with  little 
water.  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  this  Amygdalus  didn’t  make  a  show 
at  Brownsville,  but  then,  you  know  it  may  be  just  a  trifle  too 
warm  for  it  there  in  that  winterless  climate.  I  sometimes  think 
that  you  people  in  America  have  a  more  satisfactory  task  in 
taking  care  of  imported  material  than  the  man  in  the  foreign 
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field,  where  mail  gets  astray  and  who  bucks  up  against  a  number 
of  things  about  which  one  doesn't  write. 

Well,  then  there  is  your  letter  of  March  21,  I, 
announcing  receipt  of  Nos.  421-440  inclusive  ,  Nos.  452  and 
454-461  inclusive. 

*  Letter  of  March  21,  II,  mentioning  receipt  of  Nos. 

405,  413-418  and  420. 

The  last  letter,  viz.,  of  March  24,  gives  me  the 
information  that  Nos.  462-468  have  been  received. 

It  seems  that  in  general  my  shipments  seem  to  land 
in  fairly  good  shape,  although  it  often  seems  to  take  a  devil 
of  a  time  to  reach  the  Department.  I  cannot  quite  explain 
that.  I  see,  for  instance,  from  a  card,  dated  April  1,  1910, 
and  received  by  me  this  morning,  that  it  took  Nos.  430-434 
and  441-451  about  a  month  to  reach  Washington,  as  I  had 
despatched  them  on  February  22. 

Well,  postal  matters  are,  like  everything  here  in 
Russia,  about  a  century  behind  the  time  and  one  is  subjected 
to  all  sorts  of  red  tape  in  shipping  off  anything  of  value. 

The  last  days  there  is  a  reign  of  terror  here,  the  police 
arresting  people  right  and  left.  Efy-  interpreter  and  the 
assistant  were  both  held  up  already  by  these  so-called  guardians 
of  peace. 

One  only  wonders  how  long  this  down-trodden  people  is 


going  to  stand  this 
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Well,  Goodbye.  Best  regards  also  to  our  fellow 
workers  in  the  office, 

Very  truly  yours, 

FRANK  N.  MEIER. 

P.S.  Please  note  change  of  address  !!U  Others  also  take 

note!  c/o  American  Consul,  Batoum,  Russia. 


Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
April  24,  1910. 


Dear  Mir.  Fairchild: 

This  morning  I  received  4  official  post  cards  from 
you  dated  March  51,  1910  and  April  1,  1910,  announcing  various 
shipments . 


I  also  sent  you,  per  Russian  parcel  post,  this  morn¬ 
ing  a  package  containing  10  photographic  plates  which  are 
marked  Botanical  photos.  I  hope  they  reach  you  unbroken .  I 
am  not  going  to  buy  any  more  plates.  They  are  too  heavy  and 
require  too  much  care ;  fiim  packs  are  really  just  as  good 
and  very  much  easier  handled.  I  also  enclose  an  illustrated 
postal  showing  the  way  Populus  alba  pyramidalis  serves  here 
its  purpose  as  a  street  tree. 

Then  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Savings  Trust  Co. 
of  St.  Louis  which  letter  I  herewith  enclose.  I  wrote  these 
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people  that  I  would  turn  their  letter  over  to  nry  Department 

for  advice  and  hope  you  may  put  it  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Husmann 

* 

who  may  suggest  some  good  grapevine  varieties.  I  may  say  that 
this  Mr.  Paul  A.  Reps,  of  whom  Mr.  Taylor  writes,  is  a  Russian 
who  emigrated  to  St.  Louis  and  has  been  in  correspondence  with 
me,  giving  me  some  advice  about  the  Caucasus,  its  products  and 
conditions.  He  has  been  talking  apparently  to  various  people 
about  our  correspondenceship.  I  also  wish  to  draw  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  ny  change  of  address,  it  being  now  c/o  American  Consul, 
Batoum,  Russia.  I  hope  to  lose  less  mail  that  I  have  been  sub¬ 
jected  to  of  late. 

With  best  of  greetings,  also  to  all  in  the  office,  I 

remain 


Yours  respectfully, 


FRANK  N.  MEYER. 


Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia. 
April  24,  1910. 


Dear  Mr.  Fairchild: 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  enclosed  36  photos  and 
26  films.  The  photos  are  numbered  from  515  to  550  inclusive 
and  have  written  on  them  what  they  are,  where  and  when  taken 
and  some  other  things  besides.  10  plates  I  will  send  you 
separately  be  parcel  post. 


* 
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Trusting  this  package  reaches  you  in  good  condition, 

I  remain 


Respectfully  yours, 
FRANK  N.  MEIER 


Tiflis,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
April  27,  1910. 


D  ear  Mr.  Fairchild: 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  per  registered  Russian 
sample  post  1  package  marked  Botanical  Material  and  containing 
the  following  things. 

1  package  of  seeds  of  Cerasus  prostrata. 

1  ”  ”  n  "  Anchusa  nryosatidiflora. 

1  n  "  dSseasSd  tealeaves  from  Chakva . 

1  n  ”  Galls  on  wild  rose.  Tiflis. 

1  n  "  Rust  on  Rosa  sp.  Tiflis. 

1  n  ”  "  n  wild  grass.  Geok-Tapa. 

1  n  fI  "  w  Tulipa  Eichleri.  Geok-Tapa. 

1  11  11  n  M  Iris  Iberica.  Geok-Tapa. 

1  ”  n  Scales  on  Pirus  salicifolia.  Tiflis. 

1  n  "  Wasp  coccoon  on  Berberis  sp.  Tiflis. 

1  "  "  Puffballs.  Helenendorf. 


1 
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'»  Lichens  on  sunburned  rocks.  Elisavetpol. 
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The  seeds  of  this  wild,  dwarf  cherry  (Cerasus  prostrata) 
ought  to  go  to  Chico  and  perhaps  Anchusa  myosatiflifolia,  too. 

The  other  material  may  be  divided  up  between  our  different 
specialists . 

Trusting  this  material  will  arrive  in  good  condition, 

I  remain 


Yours  respectfully, 

FRANK  N.  MEYER. 


Piatigorsk,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
May  8,  1910. 


Dear  Mr.  Fairchild: 

This  time  you  find  me  in  Piatigorsk,  a  town  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  Caucasus  and  a  place  I  came  to  to  have  an 
interview  with  a  Mr.  Ed.  Pyssel,  a  plant  collector,  who  visited 
the  Pamir  9  times  and  went  all  through  Central  Asia,  Russian- 
and  Chinese  Turkestan,  parts  of  Mongolia,  of  Persia  and  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  Causasus  are  all  well-known  territories  for 
him.  We  are  now  in  negotiation  with  him  about  him  accompanying 
me  on  this  trip  through  Central  Ssia.  His  demands  are  somewhat 
high,  really  a  little  bit  too  high;  viz.,  200  roubles  per  month 
and  everything  free,  including  medicines  and  travel  clothing. 

I  consider  it  too  much  and  have  offered  100  roubles  per  month 
without  clothing,  but  as  usual  all  other  things  included.  He 


. 
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has  refused  that,  but  it  seems  that  we  may  settle  at  150  per 
month  and  some  little  things  added.  He  has,  however,  a  nursery 
here  and  several  private  interests  and  up  to  this  moment  he 
hasn't  been  able  to  decide  definitely. 

The  present  interpreter,  Fjielstrup  is  his  name, 
must  be  back  in  St.  Petersburg  within  a  few  weeks  and  the 
assistant  I  have  with  me  to  look  after  the  baggage  and  packing 
and  cleaning  of  things  is  too  uneducated  to  act  as  an  inter¬ 
preter  in  these  difficult  outlying  parts  of  Russia.  In  Tiflis 
or  Elisavetpol  I  was  unable  to  procure  a  satisfactory  man; 
so  few  people  on  this  world  are  really  enough  interested  in 
this  work  to  throw  their  energy  into  it.  They  want  a  stiff 
salary  and  simply  enjoy  themselves.  That  is  the  main  trouble 
with  ny  present  men,  too.  It  really  seems  a  fellow  has  to  be 
born  for  this  kind  of  work. 

Today  is  Sunday  and  let  us  hope  the  last  holiday  for 
some  time  to  come,  for  the  Russians  have  made  the  whole  past 
week  practically  into  one  big  holiday,  it  being  the  celebrated 
Easter  week.  Banks  and  post  offices  closed,  people  absent  or 
intoxicated,  etc.;  such  things  are  common  here.  We  made  a 
splendid  trip  from  Tiflis  to  Wladikavkas,  right  through  the 
heart  of  the  Caucasus.  We  left  Tiflis  on  Thursday  morning, 
April  28,  and  arrived  Tuesday,  May  5,  in  Wladikowkas.  As 
Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday  and  Tuesday  were  holidays  anyway, 
we  had  at  least  the  pleasure  of  being  on  the  road  instead  of 
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sitting  somewhere  in  a  city.  On  Monday  morning,  May  2,  we 
experienced  a  good  snowstorm  yet,  while  in  elevations  of 
between  7000  and  8000  feet  altitude  and  our  whiskers  froze, 
but  in  the  afternoon  we  had  descended  already  so  far  that  we 
were  again  in  green  valleys  with  trees  all  over  the  mountains. 

The  road  we  went  by  is  the  famous  Grusinsky  military 
road  and  we  passed  some  real  matchless  scenery.  In  the  valleys 
wild  pears,  applet,  plums  and  cherries  were  in  full  bloom,  but 
on  the  higher  tops  and  plateaus  vegetation  was  still  covered 
with  a  heavy  blanket  of  snow.  I  found  several  Medicagos  and 
clovers  as  you  will  see  from  the  inventory  notes  I  send  you 
and  made  quite  a  pack  of  herbarium  material,  but  otherwise 
I  didn’t  see  much  of  economic  interest  for  us.  In  autumn  it 
must  be  somewhat  better  when  grasses  and  other  possible  forage 
plants  for  elevated  regions  are  in  seeds.  It  seems  that  the 
Caucasus  will  give  America  quite  a  few  good  things  yet.  I  am 
getting  information  all  the  time  about  new  things.  Now,  Mr. 
Ryssel  has  been  telling  me  again  about  a  very  hardy  variety 
of  black  currant  (Ribes  nigrum  caucasicum)  growing  in  high 
mountain  regions  in  the  northwestern  section  of  the  Caucasus 
where  it  gets  minus  40°  Reaumur  and  where  in  early  May  it  still 
registers  often  minus  15°  R.  There  is  much  variation  among  these 
currant  bushes  in  regard  to  fruitfulness  and  size  of  berries . 
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Then  there  is  a  wonderful  variety  of  sweet  table 
grape  in  a  mountain  village  near  the  northeast  coast  of  the 
Caucasus,  having  berries  of  a  size  like  Reine-Claude  plums  1 

There  are  also  quinces  there  in  that  section  weigh¬ 
ing  up  to  2  lbs.  apiece  and  fit  to  be  eaten  like  apples, 
after  they  have  laid  a  couple  of  months. 

Then  there  is  a  native  specie  of  Asparagus  (A.  ver- 
ticillatus)  of  which  the  thin  ,  green  young  sprouts  make  an 
excellent  vegetable,  of  a  much  more  piquant  taste  than  our 
ordinary  asparagus.  I  tasted  them  no?ir  several  times  and  they 
are  excellent  indeed. 

Then  there  is  the  large  fruited  Capparis  inermis.  a 
promising  new  pickle  for  America.  It  can  be  grown  in  our  dry, 
warm  regions  of  southern  California  and  Arizona.  Mr.  Ryssel 
will  assist  us  in  getting  some  of  these  things.  Only  he  is 
somewhat  commercially  inclined  and  we  first  will  talk  terms 
before  ordering. 

Well,  I  hope  to  settle  matters  here  within  a  day  or 
two  and  will  then  leave  along  the  east  coast  for  Baku,  investi¬ 
gating  the  table  grape  industry  of  Derbent,  a  city  famous  for 
its  delicious  table  grapes  of  keeping  qualities.  When  Mr. 
Ryssel  does  not  go  with  me,  I  may  not  enter  Entral  Asia  from 
Krasnawodsk  but  will  try  to  get  me  a  man  from  some  of  the 
German  Colonies  along  the  Wolga  and  go  via  Orenburg  to  Tashkent. 
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Well,  I  remain  with  best  of  greetings  to  you  all. 

Yours  respectfully, 

FRANK  N.  MEYER. 


Piatigorsk,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
May  8,  1910. 

Dear  Mr.  Fairchild: 

Yesterday  I  sent  you  per  registered  Russian  sample 
post,  28  small  packages,  containing  roots  and  other  material. 

I  herewith  give  a  list  of  the  numbers  of  these  packages. 


772 

3  packages 

778, 

1  package 

775 

1 

it 

779, 

4  packages 

774 

1 

n 

780, 

10 

it 

775 

3 

it 

781, 

1 

n 

776 

1 

it 

782, 

1 

it 

777 

1 

it 

o 

o 

>» 

1 

it 

I  also  enclose  the  inventory  notes  belonging  to  this 
shipment.  All  this  material  was  collected  on  our  journey  from 
Tiflis  to  Wladikavkas,  which  lasted  6  days  and  which  trip  I 
made  entirely  on  foot. 

As  you  see,  nearly  all  the  roots  are  of  Medicagos 
and  I  am  in  hopes  that  a  few  va].aa.ble  species  or  varieties 
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will  be  found  among  them.  The  specialists  in  our  Department 
will  no  doubt  give  them  the  best  care  and  location  passible. 

In  the  package  marked  00,  there  is  a  small  package 
with  Medicago  seeds.  No.  1333a,  also  a  few  seedpods  and  leaves 
of  a  Medicago  of  which  roots  sent  under  No.  781.  Then  there 
is  some  entomological  material  like:  Scales  on  Corylus  Avellana 
(two  packages)  Scales  on  Rhamnus  Pallassii,  (1  package) ;  also 
a  few  very  large  lichens  to  be  given  to  someone  interested  in 
them. 


Trusting  that  all  this  material  reaches  you  in  good 
shape,  I  remain 


Respectfully  yours, 


FRANK  N.  MEYER. 


Wladikavkas,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
May  12,  1910. 


Dear  Mr.  Fairchild: 

Last  night,  at  midnight,  I  reached  again  this  city 
which  I  visited  some  days  ao.  It  is,  however,  against  my  wish 
that  I  am  here  and  for  the  following  reasons:  fify-  passport  had 
to  be  renewed  on  account  of  ny  having  been  in  Russia  6  months. 
In  Piatigorsk  they  declared  themselves  incompetent  to  do  it 
and  I  had  to  return  to  a  city  where  a  governor  resides .  Now 
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I  am  here  and  although  we  were  at  opening  time  in  the  office, 
the  necessary  or  rather  unnecessary  formalities  could  not  be 
finished  until  closing  time  arrived  (only  at  2  P.M.)  end  I 
will  have  to  stay  another  day  and  await  further  difficulties. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  letterhead  of  lie.  Ed.  Ryssel, 
the  new  interpreter,  who,  when  no  further  complications  arise, 
will  enter  my  service  on  June  1,  1910.  His  family  and  friends 
do  not  agree  with  his  own  intentions  of  going  with  me  and  they 
still  may  keep  him  back.  As  present  affairs  stand,  he  will 
come  to  us  in  Baku  and  I  hope  to  ship  off  the  present  inter¬ 
preter  as  soon  as  we  have  landed  there,  which  may  be  a  fort¬ 
night  hence.  The  assistant  got  an  attack  of  dysentery  and  is 
far  from  well.  And  so  we  move  along  in  this  part  of  the  globe, 
just  like  a  family,  having  sorry  and  pleasure  interchanging. 

I  remain  with  kind  greetings,  also  to  all  in  the 


office, 


Yours  respectfully, 


FRAM  N.  MEYER 


■ 
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Baku,  Caucasus,  Russia. 
May  22,  1910. 


Dear  Mr.  Dorsett: 

From  the  last  letters  that  came  to  hand,  I  see  that 
you  are  tending  entirely  to  the  shipping  and  forwarding  end  of 
our  exploration  business  and  as  Mr.  Fairchild  has  so  much  other 
correspondence,  I  will  address  letters  of  this  nature  in  the 
future  to  you. 

Well,  I  am  sending  you  herewith  5  packages,  all 
marked  783  and  containing  roots  of  Capparis  spinosa.  Four  of 
the  packages  went  by  Russian  sample  post  (Registered)  but  the 
large  one  had  to  go  by  parcel  post,  although  I  see  from  ny 
last  shipments  that  a  package  by  parcel  post  remains  many 
weeks  longer  on  the  road  than  one  sent  by  sample  post.  The 
roots,  however,  were  too  large  and  too  heavy  and  the  post 
office  declined  to  accept  them  as  samples. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  inventory  notes  belonging  to 
this  shipment,  in  duplicate.  I  could  say  more  about  this 
caper  plant  but  the  thing  is  so  well  known  already  that  I 
otherwise  might  be  suspected  to  ,,Burbank,,  such  an  old  acquain¬ 
tance  of  horticulture. 

I  suggest  that  the  plants  be  sent  to  a  few  of  our 
Testing  Stations  in  the  arid  or  semi-arid  southwest  sections 
of  our  country,  like  to  San  Antonio,  to  Yma,  to  Indio  and  to 
Chico.  Of  course,  if  the  thing  has  bee  n  experimented  with 
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already,  then  ny  advice  I  will  consider  as  not  written. 

I  received  several  letters  from  you  and  tomorrow 
I  expect  a  few  more  and  then  I  will  answer  them  all  in  a 
bunch.  Hoping  this  aforementioned  material  reaches  you  in 
good  condition,  I  re  main  with  kindest  regards, 

Very  truly  yours, 

FRAM  N.  MEYER. 


Baku,  Caucasus,  Russia, 

May  27,  1910. 

Dear  Mr.  Dorsett: 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  by  registered  Russiam  sample 
post  5  packages  marked  784  and  containing  roots  of  Medicaf-:o  sp. 

I  also  enclose  herewith  the  inventory  note,  belonging  to  this 
number,  in  duplicate.  As  the  region  around  Baku  is  mild  ehough 
to  allow  olives  to  remain  out  of  doors  in  somewhat  protected 
places,  I  suggest  that  these  Medicagos  be  planted  so  that  they 
can  be  protected  from  the  winter’s  cold  until  they  have  bom 
seeds. 

I  got  several  letters  and  cards  from  you  these  last 
days  and  this  morning  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fairchild 
dated  May  2,  1910,  in  which  he  states  that  some  of  my  recent 
shipments  have  been  addressed  merely  to  the  Department  of  Agri- 
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culture,  Washington,  D.  C.,  U.S.  America,  etc.,  and  that  one 
of  these  packages  was  referred  to  the  Libary.  Well,  I  cannot 
understand  how  this  is  possible.  Firstly,  every  one  of  ny 
packages  whether  it  goes  by  parcel  post  or  by  registered  sample 
post,  has  an  official  lable  attached  to  it  by  strong  string  and 
on  that  label  it  is  always  stated  what  the  contents  are.  On 
the  packages  themselves  I  always  write  the  address  of  the 
Department  in  pencil,  but  very  often  the  space  is  not  large 
enough  to  admit  of  more  addresses  than  merely  the  Department, 
etc.,  as  the  address  in  Russian  also  has  to  be  written  on  it 
by  order  of  the  Russian  Postal  authorities.  Of  course,  in  case 
such  an  official  tag  has  been  taken  off,  then  there  is  a  likeliO 
hood  that  some  other  office  received  our  shipments,  but — our 
mailing  clerks  who  are  receiving  such  shipments  surely  know  the 
difference  between  a  parcel  with  plants  and  a  publication  and 
in  case  they  do  not,  they  should  be  given  some  talk  about  being 
less  dull.  I  also  am  far  from  pleased  about  the  delay  my  ship¬ 
ments  are  subjected  to;  in  case  I  am  to  blame,  I  would  be  too 
glad  to  hear  the  reasons  why.  Tn  case  the  postal  authorities 
are,  either  in  America  or  in  Russia,  I  trust  you  or  Mr.  Fair- 
child  will  write  a  strong  letter  about  it,  if  necessary  through 
the  Secretary.  I  pay  sufficiently  postage,  submit  to  all  sorts 
of  rules  from  the  Russian  authorities  and  I  positively  see  no 
reason  why  our  shipments  should  not  receive  the  earliest  of 
accommodations,  either  in  Russia  or  anywhere  else.  I  am  losing 
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.personal  mae.1  too  hoere  in  this  land,  and  it  seems  anythii]g 
that  one  really  wants  to  reach  one  has  to  he  registered. 

V/ithin  a  clay  I  hope  to  ship  off  a  box  with  seeds 
and  herbarium  material;  I  have  a  h  rd  tine  in  getting  the 
plants  perfectly  dry.  Then  my  old  interpreter  left  me  and 
Tie  new  one  has  not  turned  up  as  yet.  I  expect  him,  however, 
within  a  day  or  two.  The  assistant  is  as  yet  far  from  well, 
being  quite  weak  from  his  attack  of  disentery;  I  think  he  will 
have  to  go  home  to  recuperate,  for  it  wouldn’t  pay  me  to  tfcke 
him  •  ith  me  to  hot  Central  Asia. 

.ell,  later  on  more,  ’/ith  best  ol  jhes,  I  remain 

Tours  sincerely, 

irtALic  rcra. 


Baku,  Caucasus,  lussia, 
hay  27,  1910. 


Dear  I. r .  Pai  rc  h i  1  d; 

Today  is  again  a  we  ex  since  we  arrived  here  and 
although  I  was  in  hopes  that  hr.  i^/ssel,  the  new  interpreter, 
might  have  been  able  to  come  somewhat  quicker,  he  sent-  me  a 
telegram  that  he  would  arrive  on  the  26th  so  that  is  tomorrow. 
The  old  one  has  left  already  for  two  days  non .  I  do  not  miss 
him  much,  for  he  m,a  Biggul&rly  inactive  of  late  and  found  out 
practically  nothing. 


•Wii.  10M 

I  am  in  receipt  of  quite  some  letters  from  pou  these 
last  three  days  and  I  will  herev/ith •  answer  them. 

— — P3r  h.  ril  £,  hi,:,  about  a  gall  on  Rosa  sp.  new 
to  the  entomological  collection  and  a  copy  of  part  of  Dr.  Howard ’a 
letter.  I  wonder  why  Dr.  Howard  wants  me  to  he  instructed  to 
confine  my  future  sendings  only  to  scale  insects  and  galls. 

-  heater  of  April  3,  1910.  About  preserved  loouats. 

./ell,  I  certainly  nade  a  mistake  and  meant  kumquat,  as  you  per¬ 
haps  perceived  in  reading-.  About  the  woodnut  oil  tree  being  of 
value  in  the  United  State#,  well,  I  think  Pexico  and  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Porto  Rico,  Cuba,  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  etc.,  will  be 
i-ound  better  suited.,  not  only  for  more  equable  climes  but  the 
tnree  iirst  also  for  the  cheap  labor  supply  they  possess. 

Letter  of  April  11,  ,  .  Vi/hat  a  pity  this  wax 

cylinder  of  yours  broke  with  the  1000  word  letter  on  it  to  me 
about  t  =e  bamboos.  I  am  very  glad  indeed  you  find  I'r.  Schultz 
such  a  good  man  in  looking  after  our  bamboos.  You  say  that  he 
informed  you  that  he  successfully  rooted  portions  of  stems  of 
bamboos,  .63,  out  what  kinds;  Mr.  de  Lehaie  says  that  it  can 
be  done  with  Bambusa  and  Arundinaria,  but  not  with  Phyllostachys. 

I  wonder  ii  ;fr.  Schultz  rooted  the  last  one,  if  so,  he  will 
advance  bamboo  culture  enormously!  About  that  bamboo  smut,  my,  that 
is  ternoie!  It  seems  that  every  new  introduction  gets  some  icind 
of  a  plague  upon  it  straight  away.  About  lr.  de  Lehaie,  yes,  as 
long  as  the  world  is  divided  yet  in  different  countries  and  each 
country  requires  a  different  citizenship,  so  long  men  like  hr. 
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&e  Lehaie  will  find  difficulties  in  working  to  the  world’s 
greatest  advantage.  About  publishing  some  parts  of  my  letters, 
true,  at  present  our  Department  has  not  the  facilities  for  it. 

Let  us  publish  a  weekly,  then  we  can  do  it  I  If  the  Ar.e  rican 
Horticultural  papers  were  more  of  the  nature  of  a  hardener’s 
Chronicle,  then  nary  things  could  go  in  them;  as  things  are  at 
the  present,  I  believe  they  hardly  ever  publish  anything  about  the 
exploration  part  of  our  work,  do  they  I  am  glad  you  found  my 
photos  all  right.  The  bad  ones  excepted,  of  course.  Yes,  some 
ten  years  hence  we  may  partake  together  of  a  lunch  in  the  bamboo 
forest  at  Brooksvllle  and  then  the  demand  will  come  for  more 
bamboos  like  it  is  already  in  the  Caucasus  where  factories  in 
Tiflis  are  being  supplied  with  bamboo  canes  grown  near  Batoum  and  the 
demand  exceeds  the  supply. 

Letter  of  April  11,  1910,  with  enclosure  of  copy  of 
Ltr.  E.  Parkinson’s  letter  from  Old  Bokhara.  I  notice  what  !'r , 
Parkinsons  says  in  regard  to  the  district  where  he  lives,  pretty 
well  explored  by  Professor  Hansen.  .ell,  v/e  will  just  see;  in 
skimmed  milk  there  is  often  some  cream  left  yet* 

Letter  of  April  12,  1910,  re  photographs  received. 

And  you  will  use  some  of  them  at  once,  all  right.  I  do  not 
retain  any,  so  of  course  I  rim  the  risk  of  coming  back  some 
of  these  years  and  finding  that  all  of  the  photos  have  been 
used  already  in  some  way  or  another,  but  of  course,  that  can¬ 
not  be  helped.  Exploration  is  the  rougher  end  of  our  work, 
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but  also  that  part  where  one  sees  and  experiences  something 
new  all  the  time  and  in  regard  to  photos,  I  think  I  better 
take  the  liberal  side  of  it  and  give  you  the  full  use  of  them. 

Ao out  hell jars,  well,  my  own  opinion  is  too,  that 
in  and  around  Washington  they  are  not  going  to  be  of  great  use 
however,  to  root  tree  and  shrub  cuttings,  they  will  be  found 
excellent  when  placed  on  a  shady  place.  "Evergreens,  for  in¬ 
stance,  root  very  much  better  underneath  such  bell  jars  than 
in  a  frame  or  greenhouse.  You  are  quite  right;  the  only  and 
the  best  way  to  find  out  is  to  try’. 

This  :  inus  Tauricum  seems  to  be  synonymous  with  P. 

Lar ic  io ,  out  of  tnis  there  are  many  quite  distinct  varieties. 

:-,X’  -  sent  you  was  merely  to  illustrate  how  marvellously 

well  it  succeeds  even  in  barren  rocks  and  I  do  think  it  is 
worth  being  experimented  with  as  a  shade  and  timber  tree  in 
some  of  the  drier  sections  of  the  3outh  est.  About  the  little 
camera,  yes,  I  will  try  to  send  it  hack,  only  the  postal 
authorities  here  decline  to  have  a  parcel  valued  and  in  case 
I  send  it  without  value,  it  may  never  reach  you,  like  some 
photos  I  sent  my  sister  and  like  many  newspapers  and  magazines 
that  never  reach  me. 

Letter  of  April  12,  1910,  with  enclosures  of  a  copy 
of  Tice  Consul  Nightingale’ s  report  on  his  trip  to  the  tea 
districts  of  Fukien.  I'y  kind  thanks  to  you  for  sending  me  this 
report  which  I  find  quite  interesting,  though,  of  course,  not 
technical,  which  couidn’t  be  expected.  As  I  only  v/anted  to 
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■borrow  this  report,  I  am  returning  it  herewith  to  you,  together 
with  an  old  letter  of  yours  "bearing  upon  this  same  subject,  from 
which  I  am  relieved  now.  hid  the  tea  plants  arrive  in  good 
state?  The  photos  I  hope  to  see  some  day  w hen  I  return  unless 
there  is  so  much  more  to  he  seen  than  I  will  have  quite  forgotten 
all  about  it. 

Letter  of  April  14,  1910,  re  Dracaena  indivlsa  leaves 
being  used  as  a  tying  material.  Sorry  it  wasn’t  a  novelty  to 
Mr.  Hu s smarm. 

Letter  of  April  20,  1910,  re  samples  of  tobacco  I  sent 
with  the  remarks  of  r.  .  .  Earner,  in  charge  of  ?obacco 

Investigations.  I  am  very  pleased  to  hear  these  samples  are 
so  well  appreciated  by  those  interested  in  them.  An  omniforous 
habit  in  our  profession  is  not  altogether  harmful,  isn’t  it? 

Letter  of  April  21,  1910.  I  am  very  pleased  to  see 
you  have  taken  up  correspondence  with  ' 'r .  hollow  at  once.  He 
is  a  fine  fellow,  only  too  glad  to  ■  ssist  us  and  it  will  be 
mutually  of  great  benefit  if  you  and  he  get  to  xnow  the  needs 
of  various  sections  of  both  the. Caucasus  and  certain  parts  of 
America  and  actively  exchange  material. 

Letter  of  April  22,  lulQ,  about  the  hardiness  of 
various  Phyllostachys  in  the  Caucasus  and  whether  perhaps 
hardier  strains  have  been  developed,  ho,  r  hardly  think  so, 
for  their  culture  is  really  too  recent  for  that;  however,  the 
winters  in  the  Caucasus  are  in  general  not  of  that  changeable 
nature  that  we  experience  in  the  Eastern  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  com  equentiy  plants  suffer  less, 
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cold  spell  is  experienced. 

^■etter  of  A  ril  2  3,  li’lw,  in  which  you  tell  me  that 
you  coulcln  o  j.ind  any  diiference  in  taste  between  the  ordinary 
cofxee  and  the  sample  of  soy  bean  coffee  I  sent  you.  I  hadn’t 
expected  that,  but  I  suppose  you  used  plenty  of  cream  in  it 
and  then  it  tastes  \  onderfully  like  coffee  which  is  not  too 
strong;  taking  it  however  without  ary  milk,  then  it  is  decidedly 
less  aromatically  bitter  than  the  produce  of  Co f f 8a  arabica. 

I  have  done  as  you  wished  and  have  sent  the  firm  Argot  in 
Quirili  a  money  order  for  5  roubles  vdxich  is  3.60  roubles  for 
12  tins  of  coffee  at  oO  .opeexs  per  tin,  and  the  remainder 
c over iig postal  charges.  I  trust  you  will  receive  it  a  month 
or  so  from  now.  I  am  looking  with  surprise  and  delight  at  the 
large  picture  postal  you  enclosed  re  resenting  in  such  s,  realis¬ 
tic  way  the  beautiful  7Tdo.  It  is  a  splendid  idea  this  scheme 
of  yours  and  .  rsett,  in  bringing  before  the  publi.c  in  such 
a  novel  way,  a  nev/  introduction.  A  question:  isn’t  the  cost 
rather  large  of  such  cards?  If  not,  several  of  our  better 
introductions  will  find  a  more  appreciated  receipt  perhaps, 
if  accompanied  by  such  a  card,  as  -hen  coming’  simply  in  the 
form  of  :  .  toriai  alo:  :. 

Then  this  People’s  Garc  en  Association,  of  which  Jr. 
Dorsett  loo  sent  me  some  newspaper  clippings,  is  a  good  thing 
not  only  l'or  the  city  of  Washington,  but  also  for  fostering-  a 
greater  love  for  plants  among  residents  of  the  capital.  r  hope 
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to  see  many  reiorms  ei  iected  by  then,  v  hen  I  come  tack  some 
of  these  years;  I  hope  they  will  establish  a  3otanical  Garden 
rmd  Arbors  «um,  ,  in  some  beaut iful  spot  in  the  environs  of 

Washington.  It  till  give  you,  however,  still  more  work,  won’t 

it? 

Letter  of  .^.ril  2-,  If  10,  r  e  hr.  a  elm  it  s  o  o  cur  ri :  j 
near  Trebizand  and  herasund  and  lx.  Taylor’s  remarks.  Yes,  I 
thought  he  would  he  interested  in  them.  That  is  the  reason 
I  sent  plants  and  cuttings  of  5  native  varieties  of  the  Cau¬ 
casus,  ITos .  e:  50 -4  34  inclusive,  which  numbers  were  received, 
hut  I  believe  in  rather  poor  shape  as  Mr.  Dor sett  wrote  me 
under  date  of  April  6,  1910,  In  case  they  are  stone  dead, 

•  -i  ill  able  to  duplicate  them  again.  In  regard 
to  these  hazelnut s  and  filberts,  could  you  please  inform  me 
in  a  next  letter  in  what  section  of  America  they  really  thrive 
■.  ell,  I  have  sent  you  a  few  times  samples  of  hazelnuts,  which 
I  hope  reached  you;  for  large  quantities  of  fresh  nuts,  I 
suppose  the  Hew  York  market  is  alraost  as  good,  if  not  better, 
than  our  m  . ,  1  r  I  ■  a  mured  that  L(  on  and  Hew 

York  take  the  larger  and  better  part  of  the  output  of  Caucasian 
and  Asia  llnor  hazelnuts. 

Letter  of  lay  2,  1910.  $his  is  the  last  of  the  lot 
and  you  tell  me  in  it  about  some  troubles  that  you  are  exper¬ 
iencing  with  ray  mail.  Well,  I  wrote  about  this  already  this 
morning  to  Mr,  Do  sett  and  I  would  be  pleased  if  you  talked 
with  him  about  these  matters.  In  case  something.. is  wrong  with 
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®JT  methods,  I  will  be  glad  to  correct  them,  but  3  I  see  it,  the 
postal  authorities  and  the  clerics  attending  to  the  distribution 
of  mail  are  guilty  and  I  trust  you  or  Mr.  Jorsett  will  find  out 
and  let  me  hear  about  it.  I  may  not  return  any  more  to  this 
land  after  having  crossed  the  Caspian  Sea  and  I  hate  to  have 
lost  through  mere  "nonchalance"  any  shipments  that  I  .a  eked  in 
and  wrote  aoout  in  a  rather  painstaking1  way. 

Then,  I  received  a  letter  from  my  former  Chinese  in¬ 
terpreter,  Chow  fiai  Ting;  you  remember  probably  the  one  who 
1th  Mr#  Sowers  of  the  Carnegie  magnetic  Survey,  '.fell, 
he  is  la  poor  straits.  He  left  Mr,  Sowers  hear  Tashkent  and 
wanted  to  return  again  to  Peking,  Ke  became  sick,  however, 
and  had  to  stay  apparently  for  over  6  months  somewhere  near 
Khotan,  I  Tow  he  is  begging  me  to  try  to  help  him  in  getting 
some  kind  of  a  job,  as  all  of  his  money  is  gone.  Well  I  have 
sent  him  something  and,  wrote  that  r.iaybe  he  can  be  of  value 
yet  to  me  when  I  arrive  in  Chinese  territory.  It  takes  a  letter 
about  three  weeks  from  here  to  Kashgar  and  I  hope  the  poor 
fellow  will  be  relieved  somewhat. 

You  know,  T  suppose,  that  0  .  Bar  cl  it  is  Lead*  Y 
I  received  a  letter  from  his  daughter  quite  a  while  ago.  They 
laid  him  away  amon.  the  beautiful  Kokansom  Hills  in  Chekiang, 
a  place  he  loved  so  well.  A  few  days  yet  before  he  expired 
he  talked  about  me  and  the  good  wore  we  are  doing1.  Dr.  Barchet 
was  one  of  the  men  who  knew  more  than  he  was  given  credit  for, 
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but  —  fell  in  some  intrigue  which  gave  him  t  heavy  blow, 
from  which  he,  being  so  ged  already,  never  recovered. 

Is  anything  mown  of  I.'r.  0.  H.  -ilson,  who  loft 
for  Boston  in  September,  1910?  I  wrote  him  a  few  times  but 
never  received  the  slightest  answer.  And  that  new  man  that 
Prof.  Sargent  had  out  in  Porth  China,  is  he  finding  much? 

Beflore  I  left  Tiflis  on  April  28,  I  had  a  talk 
with  hr.  hollow  in  the  Botanical  Garden  t  t  'iflis  about 
various  natters.  I  asiced  him  If  it  really  was  so  that  Sri  van 
alfalfa  which  I  sent  under  l.ro,  1304a  and  1315a,  lasts  ten  years 
again  'Turkestan  alfalfa  6  years.  He  did  not  know  this,  but 
stated  that  Sri  van  alfalfa  is  generally  badly  infested  with 
Cuecuta  and  he  therefore  recommends  carefulness  in  importing 
it  in  large  quantities. 

ly  question  whether  the  Agricultural  Society  in 
Kharkoff  was  a  reliable  affair  to  supply  us  with  pure  Turkestan 
alfalfa  seeds,  he  couldn’t  answer  as  they  hadn’t  had  any  dealings 
with  them.  He  could  recommend,  however,  the  South-Bussian 

I 

Agricultural  Syndicate,  Bulvarnaya  g.  Crieff,  as  supplying  high 

grade  seeds. 

Another  place  where  find  agricultural  seeds  can  be 
obtained  fit  for  nothern  regions  is  the  Sstate  Turatovo,  Sta¬ 
tion  Chotinets,  niga-Orhoff  Railway.  Hr.  Chitrovo  beiiig 
manager.  Then  I  asked  in  rg;  rd  to  lowness  of  winter  temper¬ 
atures  in  Yalta  and  Uikita  and  not  only  I'r.  Polio w,  but  also 
Prof.  loronoff  of  th  M.flis  Botanical  Garden  and  I'r.  Ifekarenko 
of  the  Befbent  7:ticultural  Experiment  Station  assured  me  that 
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3,r*  i2alaicia  was  wrong  in  saying-  it  ever  had  "been  15°  (eaumur. 
They  said  from  10°  to  12°  Celsiars  below  Zero  that  would  be 
aoout  right.  Mr.  Aalaida  hasn’t  answered  me  as  yet  on 

letter  of  inquiries,  perhaps  he  found  out  he  was  overdrawing 
the  picture  somewhat. 

Of  the  famous  grape  collection  near  Yalta  I  was  not 
able  to  get  any  more  information,  beyond  that  the  ilikita 
Botanical  Tarden  is  considered  to  be  the  richest  in  Russia 
foi  grape  material.  About  the  Bureau  of  Acclimatization  in 
Sizran,  Govt.  Bimbirsic,  Ir.  Hollow  informed  me  that  I'r.  A.  1). 
iheitcov,  t s  president,  is  a  very  good  man  and  that  they 
possess  lots  of  interesting  things.  I  just  want  your  opinion 

about  the  following-.  There  are  several  things  I  failed  to  et 

* 

in  the  Caucasus  this  time  through  being  too  late,  like  the 
very  long  lasting  grapes  in  3rivan  and  still  better  varieties 
from  Ordobad,  then  the  famous  apricots  of  Sri van,  the  excel¬ 
lent  native  varieties  of  olives  from  near  Artwin,  south  of 
Bart  cum.  The  quinces  from  Aassav/f  iurt,  the  table  grapes  of 
Derbent,  the  superior  hemp  and  millets  of  the  Cuban  province. 
Then  there  are  still  the  Hedicagos  from  Sarepta,  the  Acclimati¬ 
zation  Station  in  Sizran  and  various  other  points  on  the  Woiga 
so  it  might  be  a  good  thing  to  have  a  run  down  from  Tashkent 
sometime  this  fall  and  get  various  matters.  I  will  see  how 
matters  are  going  to  be  in  Central  Asia  and  how  my  new  inter¬ 
preter  is  going  to  turn  out.  Central  Asia  and  adjoining  Western 
China  may  take  a  few  years  to  explore  and  I  will  just  see  how 
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much  time  J  have  left  vet. 

I  asked  several  people  about  paper  plants  grown  in 
the  Caucasus,  hut  apparently  all  of  the  paper  is  imported  and 
made  in  Russia  from  the  ordinary  materials,  1/r.  Hollow  said, 
however,  tha.t  he  believes  in  Central  Asia  Apocynun  veno sum  and 
Asclepias  syriaca  are  regularly /cult ivat ed  for  their  fibres 
from  which  a  silky  paper  is  made.  Mr.  A.  9a  ivovnikoff  of 
Geok-Tapa  informed  me  that  the  lightness  and  strength  of  the 
Russian  bank  notes  is  due  to  their  being  made  of  Boehmeria 
nivea  fiber.  I  had  always  heard  they  v/ere  of  Apocynum  fibre 
that  was  grown  especially  for  them  in  Curios  a  tan,  however,  we 
will  ask  more  about  these  matters. 

Ph en,  I  am  in  receipt  of  Bulletins  of  F.f.I.  Pos. 

25,  27,  29  and  30 .  ITo.  25  was  apparently  detained  by  the 
post  office  authorities  for  some  reason  or  another  and  didn't 
reach  me  until  now,  unless  this  is  a  second  copy  you  sent.  I 
find  these  bulletins  immensely  interesting  as  they  show  me  in 
compact  form  what  t;  ere  is  going  along  in  our  office.  Mr* 
Perkins  seems  to  be  O.K.  I  see  he  visited  Hokaido  and  got 
several  things  there.  I  also  see  with  interest  that  Mr*  Berkin 
of  foiling,  reports  that  the  Yang-tow  is  a  delicious  fruit  when 
eaten  with  cream  and  sugar.  Pone  of  the  missionaries  in  China 
ever  told  me  so.  I  wonder  if  he  really  meant  the  Yang- tow,  as 
the  s-cin  of  the  last  is  r«  they  tough*  I  see  the  photo  of  the 
Ret  say  in  Bulletin  29.  I  wonder  whether  it  is  one  of  the  plants 
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grown  by  you  on  your  place  "In  the  Woods".  From  what  I  note 
of  Consul  Iftn.  Tasterson  at  Harput,  many  of  the  Turkish  grapes 
seen  to  resemble  those  of  the  Caucasus  and  Persia  very  much. 

I  suppose  some  will  even  be  found  to  be  identical. 

Hicie  is  a  question  yet.  Could  you  be  so  kind  and 
o'. iid  a  large  package  of  vegetable  seeds  of  various  kinds  with 
a  few  flower  seels  thr  Zt  in,  too,  to  the  R.mily  ghrer  in 
Henenendorf,  XL i sa  vat  po  1 ,  ovt.  Caucasus ,  Russia.  There  is 
no  hurry  aoout  i  out  they  asrced  me  when  I  was  there  if  their 
couldn't  get  some  seeds  from  us  and  as  they  entertained  us 
very  hospitably  and  gave  me  cuttings  of  grapes  and  pomegranates 
^°3*  1 55,  7 61  anciiot,  I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  send 

them  something  this  winter. 

I  have  something  similar  with  l  r.  A.  Chelko vnikoff  at 
.  1?&pa,  It  •  -nan,  Govt •  EHisavetpol,  Caucasus,  Russia. 

He  also  received  us  most  entertainingly  and  supplied  me  with 
several  things,  like  pomegranates  c  ttings,  i  du3  paradis iaca 
cuttings,  etc.  He  is  a  specialist  on  Iris  and  v  ric  is  liliaceous 
plants  and  offered  me  to  send  us  some  rhizomes  of  his  v>rious 

ave  died  off  about  TJnne  :  ....  also  will 

send  seeds  in  the  autumn  of  ?  a lus  p a radi s iaca  (my  l.o.  768  ).  „hat 
he  wants  from  us  are  some  native  bulbous  plants  able  to  stand  a 
semi-arid  climate.  I  suggest  that  some  Crlochortus  from  Cali¬ 
fornia  or  Ut.Th  be  sent  and  a  few  native  Liliums  from  the  far 
Vest . 


I  jt  :t  a  letter  from  Dr.  Tan  fleet  in  Chico  in 


. 


4 
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which  he  says  he  v.  ill  be  very  interested  in  receiving  some 

'  r.  Shelkovni- 

koff  into  correspondence.  I  have  given  hira  your  name  and 

address  also. 

Well,  'that  is  again  enough  for  the  present.  I 
remain  with  best  of  regards,  also  to  all  in  the  office. 

Yours  respectfully, 

¥  -d.d  LFYER. 


Baku,  Caucasus,  Russia, 


May  28,  1910. 


Dear  hr.  Fairchild; 

Herewith  I  am  forwarding  to  you  through  the  Agency 
of  the  North  German  Lloyd  in  3a town  and  Mr.  I.  P,  Rooaa,  Lew 
York,  one  large  case  of  seeds  and  herbarium  material  .  .  :ed 


D.A.  I. 


Che  contents  of  that  box  are  many  and  varried.  There 
is  one  pood  of  Lathyrus  sativus, (1334a),  1  bag  of  a  small  var¬ 
iety  of  li sura  sativum  (1335a),  1  pood  of  a  large  variety  of 
Chickpea  (1336a),  1  bag  of  horse  beans  (1337a),  2  bags  of  wheat 
(1338a  and  1339a),  1  pood  of  a  superior  quality  of  naked  barley 
(134Qa),  1  bag  of  rvum  L  ns  (1341a). 
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Then  there  is  a  mass  of  Herbarium  material  like 


Prunus  spinosa 

Cerasus  pro strata 

Gerasus  Avium 

Cerasus  microcarpa 

Populus  sp.  A. 

Gulipa  Hichleri 

Populus  alba  *. 

Ephedra  vulgaris 

Fagus  oriental! s 

Spiraea  hypericifolia 

Prunus  divaricata 

Tinea  heroacea 

Taxus  baccata 

Primula  officinalis  var  macrocalyx 

Hibes  sp. 

Iris  caucasica 

Primus  sp.  (2  distinct  sp.)  Viola  sp 


Cytisus  biflorus  ? 

Asperifoliacea 

Pirus  salici folia 

Unknown 

Colutea  spl 

Alyssum  sp. 

lespilus  germanica  ? 

Amygdalus  nana 

Lathyrus  latifolius 

Juniperus  foetidissima 

Hhamnus  Pal  las  si i 

Juniperus  "  var.  squarrosa 

Gotoneaster  mult  if lorn? 

Juniperus  n  »  ourea 

hedicago  orbicularis 

Juniperus  •»  »  isophyllos 

Kedicago  globosa  ? 

Pistacia  rnutica 

Uedicago  rigidula 

Dictamnui s  Fraseinella  var.  caucasica 

I'.e  di  capo  ma  cul  at  a 

Lonicera  Caprif'olium 

lied ic ago  sp. 

Lonicera  iberica. 

Anemone  silvestris 

Gotoneaster  sp. 

Stipa  pinnata 

Cicia  sy. 

Grasses  (7  different  species)  A  cruciferae 
Caragana  grand! flora  Asparagus  verticdllatus 


, 

• 

, 

. 

• 
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Capparis  spinosa 
Onobrychus  cornuta 
Pirus  eleagnifolia 
Tamar ix  sp. 

Glancium  sp. 

Allium  sp. 

Kedicago  in  4  sp. 

Rust  on  derberis  vulgaris 
A  Fungus  from  the  steppe. 


Prigonella  sp. 

Lyorwn  sp. 

Unknown  perennial 
Glancium  tricolor  ? 

Papaver  sp. 

Tri folium  in  3  sp. 

Pinus  sp. 

Rust  on  Suphortia  sp. 

A  sample  of  hay  collected  on  the 


Paliurus  aculeatus,  a  fasciat ion/steppe,  for  Prof.  Piper  and 
Rosa  sp.  a  fasciation.  flies©  others  interested  in  it. 
last  two  would  be  interest-  A  fossil  Ram’s  horn 
ing  for  Prof.  Hugo  de  Vries  A  fossil  snail 
in  Amsterdam  or  for  Dr.  H.  A  copper  ornaments  from  a  pre- 
J.  ’Vebber  in  Ithaca.  historic  &rave  in  the  Caucasus 

Pottery  from  a  grave  at 
Samarkand. 

These  last  are  perhaps  of  value  to  the  national  I  useum. 
If  more  is  desired  correspondence  is  invited. 


Sample  seeds  of 
Polygonum  tinctorium 
A  package  of  scales  on 
Pespilus  germanica  and  a 
spider  ?  from  deok-Tapa. 


Samples  of  very  large  raisins. 

"  "  dried  sweet  apricots 

»»  ”  Berber  is  fruits 

"  "  dried  sub  acid  plums 

”  *’  Pistachio  seeds. 


. 


. 


1033. 


Books: 

Material  for  an  AmpelograThie.  2  volumes. 

Information  about  fruit  culture  in  the  Caucasus. 

2  volumes. 

Baume  6-  Straucher  des  haukasus.  1  volume. 

I  v. ish  you  would  call  the  attention  of  those  engaged 
in  alfalfas  and  hurclovers  to  the  l.edicago  material  sent  in 
and  to  those  interested  in  testing  different  kinds  of  drought 
resistant  stocks,  Pirus  salicifolia,  I.  eleagni folia,  ,mus  sp. 
Mespilus  germanica,  Cerasus  prostrata  and  Amygdalus  nana. 

Of  the  pacicage  of  Finus  sp.  and  of  various  woody 
plants  I  trust  Professor  Sargent  will  receive  a  portion,  hut 
of  the  1  inus  especially,  as  he  has  asked  me  particularly  for 
such  material. 

Hr.  Husmann  no  douht  wants  to  look  through  the  two 
grape  hoo.cs.  I  obtained  all  of  the  5  hooks  from  Hr.  hollow 
of  the  Tiflis  Botanical  Garden,  all  free  of  charge.  The  var¬ 
ious  packages  all  have  a  label  inside  and  I  trust  no  difiicul- 
ties  will  arise  in  opening  them.  I  enclose  herewith  in  dupli¬ 
cate  he  inventory  notes  belonging  to  the  seeds  and  hope  ail 
things  will  be  received  in  good  shape. 

With  best  of  wishes,  also  to  all  in  our  ofiice,  I 

remain, 


Respectfully  yours, 
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P.3.  Ir.  Ryssel  arrived  and  we  hope  to  leave  londay  for 

Kira  sna  wo  dak. 

F.N.IT. 


Baku,  Caucasus,  Russia, 
1  .ay  30,  1910. 


Dear  In.  Fairchild: 

Today  we  went  to  the  post  office  and  were  able  for 
some  reason  or  another  to  ship  the  little  camera  hack  to  you 
insured  for  80  roubles.  That  is  the  first  time  they  were 
willing  to  have  one  of  my  parcels  valued.  ,'e  had  to  way  1.58 
roubles  for  postage  and  30  jo  pecks  for  sealing  and  insurance. 
This  camera  carried  apparently  some  hoodoo  with  it,  for  very 
fev7  of  the  piectures  I  took  with  it  are  of  much  account  and 
it  is  better  that  it  comes  auain  into  other  hands.  Crusting 
you  will  receive  it  in  yood  condition,  I  remain, 

Respectfully  yours, 


FRA  :  .  YER. 


P.S.  Within  a  few  hours  I  will  be  on  the  Caspian  Sea 
enroute  for  Krasnav/odsk;  at  la3t  you  will  say!  Still,  the 
Caucasus  was  worth  the  time  and  money. 


< 


! 


. 


t 
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Baku,  Cauca  su  s ,  In  s  s  i  a , 
lay  28,  1910. 


Dear  I.r .  Do  rs  et  t : 

As  I  announced,  to  you  already,  I  am  in  receipt  of 
several  letters  of  yours  and.  herewith  I  will  answer  the  whole 
hunch. 

Letter  of  April  2,  1910,  announcing  the  receipt  of 
material,  also  how  a  smut  disease  has  developed  on  the  ham- 
hoos  v/hich  is,  of  course,  a  very  distressing  info  mat  ion  to 
me.  I  sincerely  hope  it  can  he  kept  down,  even  if  the  plants 
have  to  he  defoliated  once  or  twice.  Yes,  I  know  it,  having 
seen  it  quite  often  in  the  Chekiang  Province  and  I  even  sent 
specimens  of  such  Bamhoo  hexenhesen  to  I.Irs.  Patterson.  Phis 
one,  however,  may  he  again  something  else. 

I  am  much  pleased  that  Hr.  Schultz  approves  of  the 
location  I  selected  for  a  hamhoo  experimental  garden  at  Brooks- 
ville.  Up  to  the  present  I  hadn’t  heard  any  praise  or  any 
condemnation  of  that  particular  locality.  I  myself  consider 
the  region  around  Brooksville  eminently  suited  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  an  arboretum  and  hope  that  something  like  that 
may  ,  row  eventually  out  of  our  experimental  hamhoo  groves. 
Central  Chinese  and  Central  Japanese  plants  will  thrive  there 
espec  iallyl 

Letter  of  April  6,  1910,  re  grape  and  hazelnut  cut¬ 
tings  received.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  those  hazelnuts  were 
so  dry.  I  cannot  understand  why  they  have  "been  kept  on  the 
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road  for  apparently  more  than  six  we  .  I  wish  you  would 
ask  the  post  office  at  feshington  for  explanations,  if  neces¬ 
sary  through  headquarters. 

Letter  of  April  11,  1910,  with  enclosures  of  copies 
of  Prof.  Beach’s  letter  of  larch  17,  1910,  and  the  paper  on 
t  on  Barriboo.  Very  interesting,  both  these  papers  are. 

Prof.  Beach* s  idea  is  certainly  original,  although  I  per  ily 
think  that  the  process  of  originating  a  hardier  peach  by  using 
A.  Lavidiana  as  one  parent  willbe  just  as  a  process  as 

caking  a  hardy  orange  of  good  commercial  value.  It  can  and 
vill  be  done  no  doubt,  but  — —  ~t  will  cost  lots  oi  tiue,  pa¬ 
tience  and  money*  I  am  very  glad,  indeed,  that  you  sent  me 
Prof.  Beach’s  letter.  It  gives  me  a  wider  outlo: 
this  apparently  valuable  introduction  of  mine. 

And  this  bad,  beastly  smut  disease.  Perhaps  it  came 
Lll»i  hipment.  Every  time  we  import  something  from 
Japan  there  is  something  wrong  with  it  whether  it  is  rushes, 
cherries,  lily  bulbs  or  now  again  bamboos.  Please  let  me  hear 

whether  t  is  being  kept  m  chec  .. 

Second  letter  of  April  11,  lf'l  *  '  »  about  the  smut 

and  various  routine  rn,  t  '  .  I  am  glad  Dr.  "alloway  has  recovered 
again  a  good  deal.  Ty,  he  must  have  been  badly  ai  ced. 

Letter  of  April  16,  1910.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the 
work  gets  along  so  finely  in  the  office,  but  -  you  fellows  have 
increased  considerably  in  number  oi  lute  and  I  suppose  the  pay 
roll  of  our  little  office  is  going  to  be  a  rather  steep  one, 
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'  ,  -  much  money  has  been  thrown  away  uselessly 

on  sons  things  that  turned  out  to  be  failures  in  the  past, 
that  a  little  hit  of  cash  expended  upon  petti- :g  ^ood  workers 
in  the  force  is  really  in  the  nature  of  a  solid  insurance 
enabling  us  to  lay  foundations  upon  which  to  rear  a  solid 
building.  And  Mr.  3i sset  makes  quite  a  tour,  it  must  have 
been  a  revelation  for  him  to  see  the  bea  ties  of  California 
and  the  far  '.Vest.  I  see  he  also  was  in  .Bellingham;  I  never 
was  in  the  States  of  Vashington  or  Oregon,  but  will  certainly 
visit  er. ,  too,  some  of  the  e  years. 

And  Dr.  Aaronsohn  wanting  to  get  poor  Mr*  toucher 
with  him  to  Palestine.  That  wouldn’t  have  done  at  all,  oor 
Palestine  is  still  hotter  in  summer  than  Chico  and  much  more 
vlic  is  eaten  there  which  doesn’t  suit  all  people.  You  are 
asking  me  in  the  name  of  Prof.  Kussn&un  to  keep  an  open  eye 
for  ampelography  of  the  grape.  Yes,  I  have  been  doing  it  and 
in  the  large  box  with  seeds  which  I  gust  delivered  to  the  rail- 
raod  station  there  are  two  contributions  to  such  a  work* 

I  see  you  received  a  quantity  of  chickpea  from  me. 

Well,  that  was  in  a  large  box  together  with  other  seeds  and 
shipped  from  B&toum.  I  was,  however,  not  Notified  of  its 
arrival  or  more  likely  yet,  Lhe  care  announcing  it  did  not 
reach  me,  a  thing  not  uncommon  here  in  this  -r;nd.  I  am  always 
very  glad  to  hear  the  3tate  my  shipments  arrive  in,  but  of  cour  e 
I  bein^  to  realize  that  it  is  perhaps  going  to  be  too  much  work 


. 
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for  you  and  if  you  cannot  find  time  for  it,  then  it  may  he 
better  perhaps  to  omit  the  sending  of  such  cards  which  reach 
me  at  great  intervals  anyway. 

Letter  of  April  19,  1910,  announcing  the  arrival  of 
various  numbers  of  mine  and  seeing  that  they  were  only  about  a 
fortnight  on  the  road.  How  can  v/e  explain  that.  The  ways  of 
the  mail  are  truly  mysterious  I  I  also  noticed  the  clipping 
sent  me  about  People’s  Garden  Association  with  Mr.  Fairchild  as 
president  and  you  on  the  board  of  directors.  Lord,  I  won’t 
recognize  old  ./ashgngton  '.hen  I  come  back*  I  hope  that  the 
many  flowers  and  trees  that  are  going  to  be  grown  will  keep  the 
summer  temperature  somewhat  down,  although  I  am  afraid  my  hopes 
will  prove  to  be  in  vain. 

Letter  of  April  21,  1910,  with  enclosure  of  Dr.  van 
Fleet’s  letter  of  April  16,  1910,  and  a  photo  of  the  early 
fruiting  cherry.  I.'y,  that  is  most  welcome  and  interesting  news 
and  I  have  to  thank  you  especially  as  bein.  the  first  to  draw 
attention  to  this  introduction  several  years  ago.  Dr.  van 
Fleet’s  comment  on  it  being  evidently  a  valuable  find,  is  also 
very  pleasing  to  hear.  What  a  great,  great  pity  youpleftnCfeico 
some  years  ago  and  allowed  so  many  things  to  fall  in  the  hands 
of  a  rascal  who  did  untold- of  damage  to  our  reputation  and  to 
so  many  valuable  things  I  sent  him  and  which  are  all  dead  and 
buried  now  in  Chico. 

And  now  you  want  some  what  more  information  about  this 
cherry.  'Yell,  first  where  is  Pang- si  or  Jang-hsi  or  Dougs i; 
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the  first  spelling  has  been  officially  a,dopted  2  years  ago  by 
the  Chinese  Government.  It  is  situated  on  the  canal  that  con¬ 
nects  Goo  chow  w  ith  Hangchow  in  the  Chekiang  province  about  80 
miles  or  so  tb  the  southwest  of  Shanghai.  And  the  history  of 
this  cherry*  .;ell,  I  spoke  with  Mr.  Alexander  Kennedy,  mission¬ 
ary  at  Tang-si  some  night  in  the  latter  part  of  February,  1906, 
about  various  fruits  they  have  in  his  district  and  he  said  among 
other  things  that  they  had  cherries  that  ripened  early,  but 
were  rather  small  and  sweet  and  were  grown  in  orchards  near 
the  mountains.  Me  went  out  one  day,  but  couldn't  locate  such 
orchards  and  then  he  said  they  had  some  trees  in  the  town 
itself  and  on  larch  1,  1910,  we  vent  to  a  courtyard  and  I  cut 
some  budwood  of  a  rather  small  sized  tree  growing  on  the  nort] 
side  of  the  house.  I  never  saw  the  trees  in  bloom  or  tasted 
the  fruits  and  I  have  my  doubts  of  it  being  a  common  thing. 

And  that  is  all  I  lcno1.  about  it.  In  hybridizat  ion  work  I  sup¬ 
pose  this  cherry  may  create  something  remarkable,  when  Dr.  van 
Fleet  can  combine  its  early  fruiting  dualities  with  the  size 
and  taste  of  standard  varieties. 

Letter  of  April  27,  1910,  with  enclosure  of  copy  of 
Hr.  E.  W.  Kirkpatrick* s  letter  undated  wishing  to  obtain  scions 
of  figured  woods.  Yes,  I  will  keep  my  eyes  open  for  them,  but 
how  am  I  going  to  know  that  a  tree  has  curly  wood  or  not.  One 
can*t  see  it  always  from  the  outside.  Has  Mr.  Kirkpatrick 
perhaps  some  photos  showing  how  such  trees  look? 


< 
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Letter  of  April  29,  1910,  Your  last  one  with  three 
fine  photos  enclosed.  The  two  of  Vosa  xanthina  (spinosissirna?) 
are  simply  supero  and  do  the  photographer  credit.  I  am  very 
glad  you  sent  again  plants  of  this  last  one  to  Chico.  I  just 
wonder  how  you  got  them  out  of  the  hands  of  brother  Oliver.  He 

wouldn’t  give  any  one  a  singLe  hud  or  stick  from  it  as  I,:r. 

Bis  set  will  tell  you  and  I  had  some  words  with  him  about  it. 

You  say  auout  Rosa  3anksiae  var.  lutea  plena  that  you 
had  written  me  about  it  in  a  previous  letter.  Veil,  this  letter 
hasn’t  shown  up  as  yet.  Is  it  a  fine  rose  or  not?  I  never  saw 

it  in  oloom  and  went  vy  the  statement  of  a  Chinaman  who  said  it 

had  yellow  flowers.  I  sent  another  yellow  roBe,  No.  249  (5.p. I 
22449)  how  is  that  turning  out?  Ur.  Hair chi Id  planted  one  of 
them  on  his  place  last  summer  and  several  were  sent  to  various 
rose  specialists  throughout  the  country.  In  regards  to  Mr. 
Wight’s  determination  of  the  yellow  rose  S.I. I.  17469,  I  may 
say  that  I  delivered  to  Mr.  Ricxer  quite  a  few  flcv/ ering  branc 
of  the  wild  form  which  must  be  in  our  herbarium  now. 

Veil,  that  is  about  all.  Thanking  you  heartily  for 
sending-  me  also  some  "not  mere  routine  mail,"  I  remain 

Yours  sincerely, 

mine oyer. 

P.3.  I  am  also  in  receipt  of  a  stacic  of  post  cards,  18 

pieces  all  told,  announcing  the  receipt  of  various  shipments 
and  letters.  The  cards  are  dated  April  G,  9,  11,  15,  16,  22, 

23,  25,  27,  28,  30  and  Fay  2,  3.  Thanks’ 

F.H.r. 


. 
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Askabad,  'Turkestan, 
June  7,  1910. 


Dear  I  r .  i'airch  i  1  d: 

And  nov.  I  am  again  for  a  week  in  this  rather  hot  and 
dry  land  and  to  my  great  surprise  the  authorities  didn’t  put 
ohe  least  obstacles  in  my  way,  up  to  the  present  anyway.  Ihe 
only  trouble  I  have  is  in  finding  a  good  interpreter  and  gen- 
©ral  assist  nt.  he  one  I  have  now  with  me,  I. r.  Byssel  of  whom 
I  wrote  you,  does  not  turn  out  as  hardy  or  handy  as  one  would 
expect  him  to  be.  He  is  a  poor  walker  and  his  eyesight  is  far 
from  being-  what  it  ought  to  be  while  out  exploring.  Perhaps  I 
may  find  me  a  strong,  good 'fellow  yet  in  some  of  the  German 
colonies  that  are  scattered  here  and  there  through  this  land. 
However,  this  interpret-  tion  business  is  a  great  worry  all  the 
time,  the  more  as  one  out  in  the  foreign  field  is  always  very 
closely  associated  with  one’s  assistants  and  one  cannot  turn 
to  others  for  advice  and  companionship. 

’Jell,  now  you  .ill  no  doubt  be  interested  to  know  how 
I  got  into  Central  Asia.  'Jell,  we  left  Baku  on  1'onday  ni  ht, 
-ay  bO,  and  landed  the  next  afternoon  in  -uasnawodsk,  where  we 
found  a  few  police  officers  and  gendarmes  asking  us  for  our 
passports.  I.'y  name  had  been  booked  alre,  dy  for  months  and  I 
was  informed  that  all  my  requests  to  explore  and  photograph 
had  been  granted  and  that  the  various  authorities  had  been 
instructed  to  assist  rr  .  On  June  1  I  received  my  passport  back 
and  left  in  the  afternoon  for  ICizil  arwat,  where  according-  to 


' 

. 

• 

• 

•» 

•• 

• 

. 

5 

, 

• 

1042. 


Tr.  Bessel’s  "belief  rare  3  .'an  seeds  could  "be  obtained. 

Tflien  we  arrived  there  the  next  day  we  didn’t  find  it  to  he  so, 
as  most  of  the  Persian  population  had  shifted  to  Askabad  and 
3aku.  In  Pie  afternoon  we  left  again  for  Ba char den,  a  small 
town  near  the  mountains,  where  some  fine  native  vegetation  was 
said  to  occur.  .ell,  to  obtain  a  car  consumed  the  whole  next 
day  ( June  3}  but  we  left  at  4  A.M*  on  June  4.  Our  cartman,  a 
conceited  Armenian,  eased  low  the  country,  hut  at  8  I.r. 
we  were  quite  at  a  loss  where  we  were  and  we  camped  in  the  open. 
On  June  5  we  found  a  soldiers’  post  for  we  were  close  to  the 
Persian  frontier  and  made  our  headquarters  there  for  that  day 
and  on  June  6  we  returned  again  to  Bacharden.  I  found  some 
interesting  plants  during  these  days,  like  an  ornamental 
Brecairus,  a  few  species  oi  fa  mar  ix ,  an  Acer,  Cerasus  micro— 
carpa,  Prunus  sp.  Bhus  sg. ,  interesting  grasses,  etc. 
a  goodly  pile  of  herbarium  material  which  will  reach  you  in 
due  time.  oil,  this  morning  we  left  again  for  this  town  where 
I  hope  to  see  a  few  men,  who  may  give  me  some  solid  information 
regarding  the  rpoducts  of  this  p,rt  of  Central  Asia.  I  cannot 
say  that  my  first  impressions  of  Central  Asia  are  so  very  pleas¬ 
ant  after  having  seen  so  much  of  the  beautiful  Caucasus.  There 
is  much  heat,  much  dust,  much  vermin  here  and  relatively  little 
comfort,  even  washing  water  is  hard  to  get  hold  of.  The  vege¬ 
tation,  too,  is  as  could  be  expected,  not  very  varied  in  general. 
Around  the  houses  and  railroad  stations  one  finds  mostly  our 
Acacias,  ('  tob  ini-  ,  sei  f-acacia)  ,  Ai lauthus  _lar.  -  loeus,  tTLnrus 
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pun.il  a ,  Pinos  earn,. estris,  I  opulus  oil  a: .a,  Jo  ho^a  J  onica, 

Kbelreuteria  panicul;:  ta,  I.'orus  alba,  'll  edit  sia  triacanthos 

and  here  and  there  an  oftage  orange  ( Toxyl on  p  omi  f  erur.i ) .  All 

those  trees  are  j  Lically  irrigated!  If  not,  they  die 

within  one  or  two  years.  In  Krasnawo&sk,  however,  where  it 

is  quite  mill  in  winter,  I  noticed  a  “beautiful  flowering  hush, 

loinciana  Cilliesli,  which  thrives  with  very  little  irrigation; 

3 

Sleagnus  august  if  olia,  Po  puliis  di  ver  s  i  f  ol  ia  and  a  specie  of 
Saxaul  hush  ( Ammo d endr on?),  also  need  very  little  water.  liere 
are,  however,  apparently  few  trees  to  he  found  that  resist  the 
aridness  of  the  Central  Asian  plains  where  hot  summers  are 
allowed  hy  cold  winters,  while  high  winds  blow  very  frequently 
both  winter  and  summer.  The  trees  that  looked  the  best  are  the 
native  form  of  "'Inns  campestris,  the  Chinese  Ailanthus  glandu- 
losa  and  the  ilorth  American  looinia  pseud-acacia. 

Well,  trusting  all  is  well  with  you  and  the  office 
force,  I  remain,  with  kind  greetings, 

Respectfully  yours, 

fra:  IX  IT.  i:;yer. 
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Askabad,  Airies  tan, 
June  9,  1910. 


Dear  Mr.  Dor sett: 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  by  registered  Russian  sample 
post  5  packages  with  roots  all  properly  tagged  and  addressed.  They 
are  numbered  785,  786,  767,  788  and  789.  I  am  afraid  that  with  the 
exception  of  Sremurus  sp.  |788)  the  material  v ill  not  arrive  in  the 
best  of  condition  as  the  temperatures  here  in  Turkestan  hover  between 
100  and  120  at  midday.  However,  it  is  worth  trying.  I  suggest  to 
send  all  of  this  material  to  Chico  if  it  should  be  alive.  lTo.  785, 
a  Caryophyllacea  of  very  ornamental  habits,  may  be  appreciated  as  an 
alpine  in  dry,  hot  regions,  v. here  few  small  plants  are  able  to 
thri  ve . 

Turkestan  is  a  hot  land,  it  is  only  8  A.Ir.  while  I 
am  writing  and  one  perspires  already  heavily.  I  suppose  it  is  about 
100°  Fahr.  On  the  market  one  finds  lots  of  apricots,  cherries,  plums 
and  cucumbers.  The  fruits  are  all  of  small  size,  apparently  nearly 
all  seedlings  and  according  to  my  interpreter,  all  imported  from 
Persia  where  in  the  northern  part  between  Vtidsmur  and  l  eshked  he 
saw  whole  mountainsides  covered  with  wild  apricots.  I  sav;  trains 
of  camels  come  in  these  last  days  all  loaded  with  cucumbers  and 
apricots  and  the  last  fruits  are  sold  .  t  auction  at  2  gbpecks  per 
pound.  I  will  bry  me  several  pounds  4oday  and  send  the  seeds. 

They  are  sweet  kernelled  and  perhaps  something  interesting  will 
appear  among  them.  Just  before  closing  this  letter  I  find  out  it 
is  again  a  holiday  today  and  the  post  office  will  probably  not 
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accept  any  packages  today.  I  \  ill  try,  however, 

I  remain  with  hest  of  greetings, 

Sincerely  yours, 

FRAiPC  ”.  I  'ZT.Zi. 


m 


Samarkand ,  'hi rke  stan, 
June  22,  1910. 


Dear  T'r.  "Flair  chi  Id: 

Alone  in  S  :and.’  ITy  assistant  got  yesterday 
tidings  from  home  that  his  presence  was  urgently  needed  as  the 


man  in  charge  of  his  farm  was  severely  injured  hy  a  horse  and 
he  left  me.  The  interpreter,  hr.  Byssel,  had  left  the  day 
"before  as  his  eyesight  and  general  health  had  become  rather 
"bad  these  last  days  on  account  of  the  great  heat  and  so  it 
has  come  to  pass  that  I  am  left  alone  in  this  far  av/ay  land, 
with  only  a  mere  smattering  of  Russian  and  no  knowledge  at 
all  of  the  Sart  language  which  is  much  spoken  here.  T  will  get 
out  of  it,  however.  ',7e  found  a  German  who  may  he  willing  to  go 
with  me.  His  looks,  however,  didn’t  please  rne  and  to  go  with  a 
stranger  in  some  out-of-the-way  places,  with  the  necessarily 
large  amount  of  money  I  generally  have  with  me,  is  not  a  safe 
proceeding . 


I  had  been  expecting  a  bunch  of  mail  these  last  days, 
but  my  hopes  haven’t  realised  up  to  the  resent.  I  have,  how- 


. 
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ever,  many  things  to  tell  you  relating  to  these  last  weeks1 
experiences . 

L,  last  letter  ms  from  Askabad,  dated  June  9, 
1910,  and  it  was  again  a  holiday,  of  viiich  the  ffussians  only 
keep  about  33  a  year.  The  i  day  I  went  with  the  interpret  1 
to  the  iixperiment  Station  about  4  verst  from  the  ciJ  .  r. 
Poniat owsky,  who  used  to  'be  the  director,  had  left  and  is  now 
in  Tashnendj  Mr*  ha  shnakoff  the  present  man  in  charge  was  in 
Koscow  and  I  came  only  in  c  ontact  with  some  minor  worthies. 

'Jell,  one  of  them  was  all  right,  but  the  others  had  a  fright 
when  they  heard  I  was  a  foreigner  and  had  the  audacity  to  visit 
an  Ikperiraent  Station  in  Central  Asia  without  first  havin  gone 
to  the  police  and  obtained  a  written  permission.  They  told  me 
they  would  be  reprimanded,  etc.,  in  case  they  took  me  around. 
Well,  the  best  I  could  do  was  to  inform  them  that  this  was  the 
first  time  in  my  life  that  I  had  been  denied  admission  to  an 
institution  of  learning,  like  an  experiment  station  is,  but  that 
I  didn’t  wish  to  bring  them  into  trouble  and  unpleasant: ies  by 
my  presence.  And  herewith  I  left  them.  Th ere  wasn’t  much  to 
see,  anyaway,  some  plots  with  cotton,  some  alfalfa  fields, 

'  various  .  s  and  a  tree-nursery,  where  somewhat  more  weeding 
could  be  indulged  in  without  any  harm*. 

On  &  y  June  11  we  wanted  to  leave  early,  but  I 
got  a  message  from  the  police  to  appear  before  them.  Something 
new,  I  thought.  Well,  we  *ei  whole  tl  ..  thing 
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"but  a  curio  sit”  to  see  me.  The  Captain,  or  whatever  hi  3  rank 
was,  asked  ray  interpreter  whether  I  really  v/s  s  a  botanist, 
whether  I  only  had  interest  in  plants  and  more  of  such  sus¬ 
picious  questions*  He  then  told  us  that  permissions  had  coi 
from  St.  Petersburg,  allowing  me  to  photograph  trees  and 
plants  only  and  that  for  every  locality  I  wanted  to  visit, 

I  had  to  pet  a  special  permission  either  written  or  verbal, 
depend! upon  the  .  ortance  of  the  place.  But — under  no 
consideration  would  I  be  granted  permission  to  wo  to  the 
Afghanistan  frontier  as  foreigners  were  not  allowed?  Well, 

I  knew  already  most  of  these  matters,  having  made  inquiries 
beforehand.  We  thanked  the  police  officer  kindly  and  I  was 
glad  to  have  my  passport  bhck  again,  which  they  had  kept  all 
the  time  I  vas  in  Askabad. 

We  left  the  same  day  for  Iferw,  where  we  arrived  after 
midnight.  The  next  day,  June  12,  was  exceedingly  hot  and  the 
light  intexise  so  as  to  make  one  almost  dizzy.  We  took  out  the 
collected  herbarium  material  which  wasn’t  all  dry  yet  and  gave 
it  an  airing — much  trouble  herb  riun  material  causes  on  a 
journey?  In  re  is  a  pretty  park  where  tall  specimens 

of  poplars  occur  (do pul us  alba  pyramidalis) .  I  also  saw  there 
for  the  first  time  in  my  life  some  fine  large  specimens  of  the 
"karakach",  (Ulinus  c  f  era )  v 

they  are,  with  their  umbrella-like  shape  and  a  dense  mass  of 
ther  small  foliage.  These  trees  will  be  highly  appreciated 
by  our  settl  .rs  in  the  deBert  regions.  These  elms,  although 
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drought  resistent,  have  to  he  watered,  however.  Other  trees 

in  that  park  are  Acer  negundo,  Hobinia  seud-acacia,  3o;hora 

japonica,  Ai  1  ant hu s  ,2.1  andul o s a ,  G1  e di t s ia  Tr iacantho s ,  Salix 

r 

babylonica,  Toxylon  pomiferum,  Catalpa  hi gnonioides,  hoylus 
alba,  0,7d onla  vnl _  r  1  g ,  Prunus  armeniaca  and  Pirns  CQ.ramu.nis. 

On  I.imday,  January  13,  there  was  a  great  market  held 
in  I'erw.  Turc  omans,  Afghani  stares  e ,  KLrghisian*  and  many  other 
wild  looking  inhabitants  of  these  regions  here  mingled  through 
one  another.  The  products  that  v/ere  brought  in  were  mostly 
very  poor,  like  the  fruit*  and  vegetables  for  instance.  I 
bought  some  barley,  millet  and  wheat,  but  found  little  new. 

In  the  afternoon  v;e  hired  a  cart  and  went  to  a  German  colony 
30  werst  .  .  of  Terw.  Here  I  went  to  see  cotton  and  alfalfa 
ciilture  at  the  edge  of  the  desert  and  also  to  get  me  a  strong 
chap  who  could  go  with  me  instead  of  I'r.  Hyssel,  who  could  not 
walk  any  more  in  the  heat,  he  arrived  late  at  night  and  found 
the  family  we  were  looking  for.  The  next  day  was  consumed  in 
talking  about  the  situation  and  seeing  the  crops  and  the  desert. 
Ihe  cultures  are  not  in  the  pitch  of  perfection,  as  it  is  a 
rather  new  colony.  The  system  of  cotton  culture  is  as  the 
Turcomans  have  it,  viz.,  a  field  is  divided  into  a  number  of 
square  plots,  each  plot  with  ridges  all  arounw.  The  cottonseed 
is  sown  broadcast  by  hand  and  the  plots  are  flooded  whenever 
they  get  dry.  Cultivation  of  the  land  is  not  much  practiced 
beyond  keeping  the  weeds  down,  well,  the  results  of  this 
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antiquated  system  of  culture  are:  1st,  that  th  stand  of  the 
cotton  is  very  irregular;  End,  that  much  water  is  wasted  by 
not  cultivating  regularly;  3rd,  by  not  sowing  in  rows  all  of 
the  weedin  nd  cultivation  has  to  be  done  by  hand;  4th,  in 
case  of  failure  of  water,  as  occurs  often,  the  small  plots 
of  land  dry  out  to  such  an  extent  that  the  harvest  becomes 
almost  nihil*  The  alfalfa  fields,  however,  looked  very  nice 
and  they  found  this  useful  plant  their  stead' est  money  maker. 

In  fruit  and  vegetable  culture  one  could  clearly  see  that 
time  and  knowledge  was  lacking.  In  general  one  has  to  sympa¬ 
thize  with  such  German  settlors  who  are  willing  to  rough  it 
in  such  far-away  corners  of  the  Russian  Umpire,  where  they, 
at  the  utmost,  are  able  to  become  owners  of  small  plots  of  land, 
without  having  any  of  the  pleasures  or  culture  of  the  more 
progressive  races  of  men. 

The  desert  around  Iferw  is  quite  interesting,  the 
Camel’s  thorn,  Alha^i  Camel orujr,  covers  tens  of  thousands  of 
acres  of  land.  It  was  in. full  bloom  and  its  small,  pinkish- 
purple  flowers  produced  by  the  million  gave  color  to  the  land¬ 
scape  just  lice  the  heath  in  Northwestern  Europe  does.  This 
camel’s  thorn  is  a  very  useful  plant  here.  First,  it  is  a 
great  feed  for  the  camels  who  are  said  to  love  this  plant  better 
than  any  other  wild  herb.  Second,  it  is  tnov/n,  dried  and  used 
as  a  fuel,  nearly  all  of  the  bricks  in  the  oases  are  baked 
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through  the  heat  of  this  plant,  (Third,  it  is  a  great  sand 
binder,  growing  even  in  pure,  sterile  sand  and  as  it  is  a 
Leguminosae,  it  prepares  the  soil  by  enriching  it  for  better 
vegetation.  :hen  we  wore  told  by  a  gent]  on  the  Imperial 
Estate  "JfargaV*  near  Iferw,  that  the  air,  inhaled  from  a  hand- 
lul  of  dried  flowers,  is  a  sure  cure  for  hewnoroids.  Hi  a  own 
father,  was  completely  cured  by  it.  He  got  this  information 
from  an  old  soldier  who  had  it  in  turn  from  a  Jekiner,  a  native 

of  the  desert.  As  I  move  along  I  may  find  out  still  more  about 
this  plant. 

3esiue  "he  camel's  thorn  there  also  grows  a  very 
spiny  acacia-like  plant  in  the  desert.  It  is  not  ugly  as  a 
solitary  plant,  but  it  is  a  bad  weed  on  all  untrodden  places; 
some  Lyciums  I  saw  too  and  a  few  minor  things,  but  as  a  whole 
the  desert  xlora  is  not  rich  in  species.  One  finds,  however, 
in  the  desert  around  :  erw  many  canals,  some  still  in  use,  some 
dried  up,  they  say  that  some  of  these  man-made  watercourses  are 
3000  years  of  ape  and  if  so,  there  is  surely  "little  new  under 
the  sun"  for  so  far  as  irrigation  is  concerned.  The  present 
people  here  have  a  great  hope  for  the  future  for  so  far  as  the 
bringing  under  culture  of  desert  land  is  concerned.  Lar^e  new 
canals  are  being  dug,  new  settlements  started  and  with  present 
high  prices  of  cotton,  people  can  be  comfortably  off  in  some 
years’  time. 

./ell,  to  come  back  to  a  new  assistant,  yes,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  June  15,  our  man,  a  Jacob  Pacha,  had  decided  to  ;o  with 
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me  or  a  couple  of  months  at  least.  7e  returned  that  day  to 
-  arrived  in  the  afternoon.  ,e  went  to  the 
police  and  as  ced  ii  we  could  take  some  pictures  in  the  park, 
which  was  granted. 

On  June  16  we  went  to  the  Imperial  Estate  "Ikirgab” 
where  fine  things  were  reported  to  exist.  ..'ell,  first  we  had 
our  trouble  s  with  the  police.  (There  was  a  minor  official  in 
charge  who  took  our  passports  from  us  and  who  wouldn’t  allow 
any  phot ograching  to  he  done,  although  it  was  written  in  the 
uook  tna t  l  am  allowed  uo  do  so.  (liy  name  is  hooked  at  ever y 
police  s oat ion  in  the  whole  of  Central  Asia.,  Well,  then,  we 
looked  at  the  very  imposing  avenues  of  the  Karakach ,  saw  the 
fruit-orchards  where  the  apricots  were  fully  as  heavily  loaded 
as  in  California,  saw  the  nurseries  with  fruit  and  ornamental 
trees  of  many  kinds.  They  publish  a  catalogue,  hut  were-  at 
present  out  of  it,  hut  I  was  promised  one  would  he  sent  me 
shortly.  Ti  ere  are  a  few  varieties  of  apricots  and  of  pears 
and  quinces,  that  seem  out  of  the  ordinary  and  of  which  I  hope 
to  get  scions  and  plants.  11,  after  we  had  loo,  .,  round  for 
a  couple  of  hours  we  went  hack  to  the  police  again  and  this 
time  found  the  Chief  himself,  a  tall,  elderly,  soldier-li 
chap,  who  had  looked  up  all  our  references  and  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  when  3t.  Petersburg  allowed  me  to  take  photos 
of  trees  and  plants,  there  wouldn’t  he  any  crime  pommitted  if 
he  al  jo  p  rmltted  me  to  do  so,  hut  to  he  on  the  safe  side,  he 
gave  a  swarthy  policeman  to  show  us  the  beauties  of  the  place. 
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On  Friday,  June  17,  we  left  Herw  again  for  Chartchui 
this  time  with  the  assistant  who  had  gotten  his  passports  into 
shape.  He  is  an  honest  fellow  who  served  his  three  years  as  a 
soldier  and  loves  the  mountains  "better  than  the  routine  work 
of  his  little  farm. 

On  Saturday,  June  13,  we  first  paid  a  visit  to  the 
police  where  v/e  Were  informed  that,  although  photographing,  was 
allowed  in  Central  Asia,  this  district  was  exempted  from  it, 
as  it  was  in  Bokhara  and  the  political  agent  in  the  city  of 
Bokhara  alone  had  the  power  to  give  that  permission.  To  wonder 
that  so  few  photographs  of  Central  Asia  are  to  "be  had,  isn’t  it? 
Well,  I  then  called  on  1>.  W.  A.  Pallet sicy,  in  charge  of  the 
sand-binding  work  along  the  railroad  in  Central  Asia.  I  found 
him  to  a  most  pleasant  man,  who,  "by  his  hospitality  and  willii  ~ 
ness  to  show,  made  me  forget  all  the  unpleasant  experiences  with 
the  police.  Ee  had  a  railroad  trolley  come  before  his  house  and 
off  v/e  flew  over  the  imposing  Amu-daria  river,  along  whose  level 
shores  some  of  the  world’ s  finest  melons  grov  ,  along  sandy 
hills  and  plains,  all  planted  with  sand  binding  plants  until 
we  were  8  or  10  werst  out,  where  the  plantations  v/ere  the  oldest. 
It  is  most  interesting  to  see  how  the  t?ll  bushes  of  Celligonum 
Caput-medusae,  C.  arbor e sc ens,  3a Iso  la  Hichteri  end  Hal oxylon 
ammodendron  have  grown  into  some  sort  of  a  forest  in  a  soil 
that  is  almost  pure  sand  and  worse  than  that,  a  moving  s&i.di 
And  very  stranger  even,  to  3ee  how  a  few  seeds  of  the  Chinese 
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tree  oi  eaven  { Al lanthus  glandulos)  have  found  lodging  oetween 
these  real  desert  plants  and  have  grown  vigorously  too  and  are 
fsf-''  -  ood  sizes  now.  Mr.  Ballet  sky  said  the  real  Saxaul, 
(Haloxylon  acmodendron)  is  an  aristocrat,  in  other  words,  it  is 
not  a  plant  one  can  plant  straight  away  on  a  shifting'  sand, 
first  other  vegetation  has  to  maxe  the  soil  firm,  after  that 
the  ‘Saxaul  will  grow.  To  arrest  a  shii  sand-hill,  one  first 
has  to  plant  various  Calligonums,  then  Salsola  Pachteri  and  after 
than  Haloxylon  anmodendron.  Of  the  Calligonums  there  is  an 
immense  mass.  Up  to  the  present  57  different  species  have  been 
found  already  and  there  are  still  more.  However,  only  30  have 
been  scientifically  determined  and  the  others  will  come  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years.  However,  some  of  these  Calligonums  are 
strictly  local  plants  and  may  not  readily  bear  acclimat izing,  at 
least  I  r.  Ealletsky  found  that  the  species  from  an-ound  Orenburg 
and  kstrachan  do  not  Stand  the  long  intense  heat  at  Chartchui. 

After  having  seen  the  large  plantations  where  the 
plants  are  now  spreading  rapidly  and  require  practically  no 
care  any  longer,  v.e  paid  a  visit  to  the  nurseries  where  seeds 
are  sown  and  young  plants  raised.  They  had  experienced  a  very 
late  frost  and  the  stand  of  the  plants  was  not  what  they  wished 
it  to  be,  still  it  was  interesting  to  see  how  the  sand  was  held 
in  check  by  long  straw  stretched  over  it.  This  kept  in  place 
again  by  little  sticxs  set  across  it  at  the  ends.  Hedges  of 
Tamar ix  sp.  and  of  the  wild  form  of  hlcagnus  angusti folia  kept 


the  great  winds  off.  The  seeds  are  all  sown  in  the  autumn  and 
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have  to  he  uept  racist  as  loiig  as  they  haven’t  gerr.iinat ed;  when 
once  above  the  ground,  however,  ;roat  care  is  necessary  in 
keeping  them  almost  dry,  as  otherwise  they  perish. 

•  Then,  we  also  saw  the  very  interesting  little  I'useum 
that  Mr#  Palletsky  has  installed.  There  various  large  and 
rare  specimens  of  Band-binding  plants  may  oe  seen,  photos  and 
models  of  plantations,  herbarium  arterial,  seeds  and  some 
specimens  of  zoological,  geographical  and  geological  interest. 

m,  Mr*  Palletsky  showed  i  ith  much  pride  an 
Opuntia  cutting,  which  he  had  obtained  from  us  through  the 
St.  Petersburg  Botanical  Garden  and  which  cutti  n as  grow- 

ing  nicely.  He  was  very  rateful  to  have  it,  he  had  6  more 
distributed  at  different  points  in  Central  Asia.  Hut  then  we 
began  to  talk  about  lowness  of  temperatures  here  and  he  said 
that  the  minimum  had  been  14°  Reaumur,  well,  then  I  said  that 
all  of  his  spineless  opuntias  would  go  and  even  long  before 
that.  He  was  very  sorry  and  surprised  at  that  and  told  me 
that  Prof.  Ilansen  had  told  him  different,  otherwise  he  wouldn’t 
have  done  so  much  work  to  try  to  get  them,  "..ell,  I  told  him 
of  the  experiences  at  San  Antonio  where  all  the  spineless  forms 
of  Opuntias  froze  when  it  was  12°  Ph.hr.  ”3ut,”  he  said,  ’’you 
have  Opuntias  that  stand  great  frosts."  es,  I  answered,  but 
they  are  very  spiny.  ell,  that  doesn’t  matter,  he  said,  I 
would  be  very  much  indebted  to  you  if  you  could  secure  me  some 
cuttings  of  the  larger  forms  of  the  hardy  kinds,  I  am  willing 
to  send  you  seeds  or  cuttings  of  all  sorts  of  desert  plants  in 
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And.  now  I  wish,  Mr.  jfeirchild,  you  could  send  Mr, 
Palletsky  a  few  cuttings  of  some  of  our  hardier  Opuntias  that 
can  be  used  as  cattle  fodder,  after  the  spines  have  been  burned 
off.  He  also  wants  the  address  of  a  party  who  can  send  him  a 
leer o sine  lamp  to  burn  off  such  spines. 

He  has  given  me  several  bags  of  seeds  of  Calligonums, 
Salsola  .ichteri,  1  o:-,:vl o n  .. -modendron  and  promised  to  send  in 
the  autumn  seeds  of  the  best  12  melons  from  around  Chartchui, 
cutting*  of  the  very  promising  populus  pruinosa,  an  estremely 
drought  resistent  ornamental  tree  and  will  send  me  a  pood  of 
genuine  Khiva  alfalfa  seed,  a  variety  of  alfalfa  said  to  be 
better  and  more  vigorous  than  the  ordinary  Central  Asian  kinds. 

I.ir.  Pallet  sky’ s  address  is  simply  W.  A.  Palletsky, 
Chartchui,  (Turkestan.  He  is  one  of  the  few  men  here  in  Central 
Asia  who  i s  in  love  with  his  work  and  has  retained  enthusiasm, 
although  he  has  been  here  now  for  nearly  20  years.  He  said  in 
case  we  wanted  to  start  some  Saxaul  plantations  in  America  he 
would  gladly  assist  us  in  getting  seeds  and  cuttings  for  them 
in  quantities. 

Well,  on  Sunday,  June  19,  we  left  Chartchui  again  and 
arrived  in  the  afternoon  in  Hew  Bokhara,  which  is  a  snail  place. 
3ut  I  just  came  in  receipt  of  a  large  package  of  rail  and  will 
postpone  writing  until  through  with  it.  It  is  very  bad  that 
I  am  without  any  fellow  to  assist  me.  8  P.I.T.  I  just  sent  a 
cablegram:  SECRETARY,  AGRICULTURE.  WASHINGTON,  OINQUECENT 
DOLLARS  BALA1  S3.  MEYER.”  This  is  in  answer  upon  your  letter 
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of  l  ay  27.  7/ell,  tomorrow  more. 

I  remain  with  kinds et  of  greetings,  also  to  all 
in  the  office. 


Yours  respectfully, 
FRANK  Y.  MEYER. 


Samarkand,  Turkestan, 
June  28,  1910. 


Dear  Hr.  Fairchild: 

Before  I  am  going  to  answer  your  letters  I  will  first 
finish  my  scrabble  on  the  past  trip.  Well,  as  I  said,  I  arrived 
in  Few  Bokhara  on  Sunday  afternoon.  On  Monday  we  went  to  the 
police  for  passport  and  photograph  matters,  but  it  was  a  holi¬ 
day  again  and  we  couldn’t  do  a  thing',  so  we  went  to  Old  Bokhara 
and  had  a  glimpse  around.  Ir.  By seel,  the  interpreter,  pre¬ 
tended  to  know  all  about  the  town,  but — I  found  him  to  be 
misinformed,  like  I  had  experienced  several  times  these  last 
days  and  his  eyes  had  become  so  bad  these  last  hot  days,  that 
when  he  passed  from  the  light  into  the  shade,  we  had  to  assist 
him,  otherwise  he  fell  int  oles  and  ditches.  So  we  returned 


in  the  evening  without  having  seen  the  grain  market  or  Mr. 
Parkinson.  The  next  day,  Tuesday,  June  21,  we  went  again  to 
the  police  and  saw  the  Political  Agent,  a  gentleman  of  shrewd 


appearance  and  possessing  much  power.  He  said  that  I  would  be 
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permitted  to  travel  in  the  Hissar  ’fountains  in  Central  Bokhara 
and  take  photos  of  'botanical  subjects,  he  thou. Jit  it  advisable, 
however,  that  I  shouldn’t  go  alone  and  wishes  me  to  have  a 
Bokharian  official  go  along,  I  h-  vin,  •  to  pay  him  a  salary  and 
substenance.  Iy  route  of  travel  he  also  wishes  me  to  send  him. 
Well,  I  answered  that  I  couldn’t  decide  right  on  the  spot  how 
these  matters  will  go  as  I  expected  important  mail  in  Samarkand 
and  have  to  supply  me  yet  with  a  tent  and  some  more  camping  out¬ 
fit.  Well,  that  was  all  r3  aid,  he  only  wished  me  to 

know  that  fokhara  is  not  an  easy  country  and  travelling  alone 
without  a  native  of  some  standing  would  be  extremely  difficult. 

He  also"  said  I  will  not  be  allowed  to  go  near  the  Afghanistan 
frontier,  a a  no  foreigners  are  permitted  to  go  there.  Well, 
that  was  all. 

In  the  afternoon  v.e  repaired  again  to  did  Bokhara, 

toon  a  d  . . to  the  office  of  Ldt  £-  Co.,  where 

Mr.  Ernest  Parkinson  of  the  Heichardt  Asiatic  Trading  Co.  resides. 
We  found  him  and  Mr.  Win.  Donohue  at  home  and  had  a  long  talk. 

■The  weather  was  very  hot,  114°  Fahr.  in  the  shade,  but  Hr. 

Donohue  went  with  us  and  showed  us  the  grain  market,  the 
medicine  shops  and  other  points  of  interest  as  it  became  late, 
however,  we  made  arrangement s  to  come  back  early  next  day. 

And  so  we  did.  Then  Mr.  Bark!  nt  ■  ith  us,  too.  We  bought 

soire  seeds  like,  wheat,  cowpeas,  hemp  ann  -oppy,  md  saw  a  real 
Sart  garden  vihere  grapes,  apricots,  apples,  ranates,  :-es 

peaches  and  figs  mere  gr  wn.  The  pomegranates  and  figs  have  to 
be  buried,  however,  every  winter,  but  still  they  bear  fruits. 
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In  general  what  I  sau  I  cannot  say  that  there  was  much  of 
interest  to  he  found  among  the  seeds  and  plants.  They  are 
apparently  all  well  Known,  For  fruits  I  am  apparently  sone~ 
v/hat  early  yet.  Grapes  are  just  coming  in,  but  they  are  small 
and  not  very  fine.  The  apples  are  greenish,  and  though  ripe, 
of  a  very  insipid  taste.  Apricots  are  sr.all  and  apparently 
most  times  seedlings,  though  a  f  fine,  mElting  flavor  are 

once  in  awhile  seen.  The  plums  one  sees  now  are  those  of 
i minus  insititia  and  p  erhaps  also  oi  .  .ricatu,  and  th 
is  much  variation  among'  them,  although  the  fruits  are  small. 

The  rauskmelons  are  just  coming  in  and  two  kinds  there  are,  the 
one  greenish  and  generally  split  open  and  the  other  yellow  ones 
small  in  size,  hut  of  very  sweet  and  melting  flesh.  I  was 
assured  later  in  the  season  fine  large  plums  and  still  better 
grapes  and  melons  are  coming,  hut  that  is  a  few  months  later. 
Mr.  Donohue  will  he  on  the  lookout  on  the  market  for  anything 
striking  and  will  keep  in  touch  v/ith  me*  I  found  both  Mr. 

cii  son  and  r.  Donohue  very  pleasant  young  fellows  and  we 
regretted  that  my  stay  couldn’t  last  a  couple  of  months. 

Thursday  afternoon  June  25,  we  left  Hew  .Bokhara  and 
arrived  the  next  morning  in  Samar akand  and  from  there  on  you 
know  already  how  I  fared.  I  had  been  in  hopes  yet  to  get  a 
telegram  from  Puchs,  the  assistant,  telling  me  how  m-  tters 

i  ,  b — up  to  the  present  I  haven’t  heard  a  thing. 

To  take  a  totally  new  man  -1th  i.etotthe  Hissar  fountains,  a 
mam  whom  I  do  not  know  the  least  little  hit,  is  risky,  not  to 
say  anything  stronger.  Ihybe  I  will  have  to  go.  to  Tashkend 
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and  first  talk  letters  over  there  with  some  agri  evil  tural 
people  of  whom  I  have  the  addresses.  T'y  i:oint  of  start  for 
the  mountains,  however,  is  this  city;  the  trip  will  probably 
he  between  2  and  3  months  and  I  may  come  out  in  Marge llan. 

And  now  I  will  come  to  the  answering  of  the  numer¬ 
ous  mail. 

Letter  of  May  6,  1910,  regarding  cold  real  stent  sugar 
cane  for  the  St.  Petersburg  Botanical  Prden.  I  am  sorry  to 
see  that  you  couldn’t  find  anything  ahout  Saccharum  narenga. 

I  read  sometime  apo  in  a  book  or  paper,  I  forget  now  what  the 
name  of  that  publication  was,  or  short  article,  that  the  red 
sugar  cane  from  Central  China,  where  the  cuttings  are  kept  in 
dugouts  in  the  cold  season,  is  not  3.  Of fie inarum  but  S.  narenga. 
And  so  I  came  to  speak  about  it  to  1  .  3art  >lsen,  who  looked  up 
the  name.  In  case  I  am  again  in  China  I  will  send  you  some 
cuttings  of  that  sugar  cane,  just  to  see  if  it  is  perhaps  another 
species. 

Letter  of  Ix.y  b,  1910,  re  varieties  and  species  wanted 
of  Pi  sum  for  !r.  Vinal.  Yes,  I  will  b  e  on  the  lookout  for  them, 
sorry  he  didn’t  inform  you  somewhat  earlier,  then  I  could  have 
collected  more. 

Letter  of  lay  9,  1910,  about  samples  of  nuts.  ,/hy  I 
didn’t  number  them.  .ell,  just  •.  s  you  said,  I  thought  they  were 
wanted  for  the  collections,  the  more  as  nuts  rarely  if  ever  come 
true  to  seed.  Of  course,  in  case  somebody  wants  to  SOW  B  out 
an  way,  there  is  no  objection  to  it;  on  the  labels  I  always 
state  the  date  and  place  where  obtained  and  a  number  can  eesily 
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"be  given  them. 

Letter  of  lay  16,  1910.  I  am  very  glad  you  lilted 
the  postal,  showing  poplars  in  a  street  in  Ti flis.  Uhen  I 
come  hack  safe  and  sound  some  of  these  years  i  will  show  you 
many  post  cards,  how  not  only  diflis,  hut  also  other  inter¬ 
esting-  cities  look  in  the  Caucasus  and  Central  Asia. 

Ah  out  giving  the  letters  you  sent  to  me  a  serial 
number,  yea,  that  is  not  a  had  idea,  hut  won't  it  cost  a 
whole  lot  of  work  to  those  writing  t  em,  as  the  last  written 
letter  has  to  he  looked  up  every  time.  I  leave  that  over  to 
you.  Yes,  the  distances  between  us  are  very  reat;  especially 

in  times  of  lonesomeness  or  trouble,  as  I  am  experiencing  now, 

# 

one  would  love  to  have  a  quiet  chat  about  what  to  do.  And  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bell  off  for  the  Antipodes,  ny,  what  a  fine  trip, 
envy  them;  for  those  regions  especially,  I  wish  to  see  yet 
some  day. 

Letter  of  I  lay  17,  1910,  about  the  different  aspects, 
Pirus  sallcifolia  shows  us.  Yes,  true,  on  a  rather  moist 
piece  of  land  with  some  shade,  this  pear  will  look  totally 
different  from  a  specimen  n  on  a  sunkissed,  dry,  mountain¬ 
side.  In  silveryness  of  the  leaves,  especially,  there  are 
all  sorts  of  variations.  In  my  opinion  it  is  of  great  value 
as  an  ornamental  tree  in  the  southwestern  regions  of  the  United 
States.  The  region  around  San  Antonio  especially  ought  to  suit 
it.  The  melons  shown  on  the  post  card  from  the  Caucasus  are 
apparently  only  autumn  melons,  for  v/hen  I  came  to  Tiflis  there 
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were  none  left  any  more.  I  tasted  one  in  St.  Petersburg  and 
though  "by  far  not  as  juicy  as  the  muakmelons,  I  still  think 
they  could  profitably  be  grown  in  limited  numbers  for  high- 
class  hotels  and  restaurants.  At  present  I  do  not  know  enough 
about  their  requirements  to  say  in  what  section  of  the  United 
States  they  should  be  grown  especially. 

Letter  of  1  ay  17,  IS 10,  about  the  early  Apricot, 
ITarrst,  Uo.  499,  being  dead  whoa  opened  up.  Yes,  I  am  writing 
Tr.  Bollo  :ing  if  he  will  please  duplicate  his  shipment. 

He  will  surely  do  so,  for  we  can  offer  just  as  many  good  things 
to  him  as  he  to  us. 

And  Brownsville  coming  at  last  in  your  office.  Great 
Scott,  that  is  a  formidable  affair.  Can’t  you  try  some  of  the 
Central  Asian  melons  there?  I  am  almost  sure  they  will  do  well 
there.  I  will  be  on  the  lookout  for  good  things  for  them  there 
in  South  Texas,  but — such  a  strange  climate  it  is  there,  with 
those  occasional  freezes. 

Letter  of  lay  20,  1910,  re  Mr.  Taylor's  remarks  con¬ 
cerning  the  superiority  of  samples  of  apricots  sent  in.  Yes, 
when  winter  arrives  and  I  am  again  in  apricot  regions,  then  I 
will  send  a  lot  of  budsticxs  or  young  trees.  I  was  shocked  to 
see  your  post  card  that  Or.  Galloway  had  again  a  cave- in.  Fy, 

I  suppose  it  is  that  beastly  moist  heat  in  r  shington,  that 
brought  it  about.  I  believe  you  are  right,  that  a  six  months' 
exploration  trip  to  Japan  would  be  a  most  excellent  remedy, 
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out  I  would  almost  think  it  too  much  for  a  man  like  Or.  Gallo 
who  was  never  abroad.  T  rather  would  suggest  Ireland,  Scotland 
or  Ingland,  where  the  climate  is  so  much  more  even  than  in 
Japan  and  where  language  difficulties  are  not  very  great ,  while 
there  is  difference  enough  oetween  these  lands  and  America  to 
make  it  interesting.  I  know  what  you  say  that  the  dangers  of 
the  desk  are  just  as  reat  as  those  of  the  field,  that  is  for 
conscientious,  hard  working  people;  the  bigger  mass  of  desk 
people,  hov/ever,  do  not  run  chances  lik  Dr.  Galloway,  yourself 
and  many  others,  and  such  people  surely  have  a  much  easier  time 
than  the  man  out  in  the  field,  though  I  vouln  rather  uie  than 
to  exchange  places;  I  still  shiver  when  I  think  of  my  forced 
tivity  last  summer  in  sultry,  damp  Washington,  while  writing 
away  on  a  "bulletin.  The  heat  is  fully  as  great  here  in  Central 
Asia,  but  I  move  about,  see  new  things  all  the  time  and  have  a 
feeling  I  am  of  greater  use  to  my  fellow-men  than  v/hen  sitting 
at  a  desk  in  a  sweatbox  of  an  office. 

Letter  of  lay  25,  1S10,  re  get tin  a  new  interpreter, 
well,  your  good  hopes  haven’t  been  realized  and  neither  have 
mine.  I  also  expected  Kr,  Ryssel  to  turn  out  differently,  the 
more  as  he  has  been  so  many  times  in  Central  Asia.  He  never 
informed  me  that  his  eyes  and  feet  were  so  bad  when  hot  weather 
was  on.  I  had  some  severe  talks  with  him  on  this  subject,  but 
what  avails  it  after  one  once  has  set  out.  He  posed  as  one 
all  about  Central  ,  but — lots  of  it  was  heresay. 
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In  case  I  had  found  a  real  strong,  willing  felloe  I  would  have 
found  a  whole  lot  more,  especially  in  the  line  of  wild  vegeta¬ 
tion.  But  the  nan  couldn’t  walk  or  see  at  last  and  what  can 
one  do  then?  In  case  some  accident  "befell  him,  his  family  would 
have  put  it  to  my  fault  and  as  I  met  his  wife  and  his  six  or 
seven  children,  I  felt  duty  hound  not  to  expose  him  to  too  much. 
It  is  better  he  has  returned  again,  though  I  shall  he  alone  now. 
I  hope  to  remain,  however,  in  correspondence  with  this  Mr. 
Hyssel,  for  he  can  supply  us  with  a  few  things  that  other 
people  do  not  know  of.  As  soon  lb  I  know  whether  my  authoriza¬ 
tion  will  he  renewed,  I  Will  give  Mr.  Ryssel  an  order  for  seeds 
and  plants  of  Asparagus  verticlllarus,  for  black  currants  of 
great  cold  endurance  and  for  a  few  more  things  that  I  have  in 
my  list. 

Letter  of  -  27 ,  19 10 ,  about  the  balance  I  wrote  you 

in  my  letter  of  April  19,  1910,  as  being  probably  ;j50Q.0Q. 

Veil,  I  cabled  you  yesterday  and  I  hope  you  still  can  m< 
use  of  it.  I  was  assured  at  the  telegraph  office  that  you 
would  get  the  cable  today,  My  expenses  the  last  fiscal  year 
have  been  very  great,  owing  to  the  much  greater  salaries  one 
has  to  pay  in  Russia  than  in  China.  This  coming  year  I  hope 
it  will  be  somewhat  better  in  this  line. 

My  thanks  to  you  for  being  contented  for  the  present 
with  a  quarterly  itinerary  report*  It  is  really  a  great  bother 
to  send  them  once  a  month,  the  more  as  I  am  so  often  in  out- 
of-the-way  places  just  at  the  time  such  a  report  has  to  be 
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L*- w,  i  jx  .  :j.j  (..I.*  i»lo,  ir.  which  you  state  that  you 
wrote  Kr.  follow  a  cordial  note  of  thanks  for  his  courtesies 
extended  to  me.  1  y  hearty  thanks  to  you,  Iflp,  Fairchild,  for 
this.  lx.  Hollow  is  one  of  the  finest  men  I  have  met  here  in 
this  great  Russian  land  and  he  was  always  willing  to  ,_,ive  me 
what  I  wanted;  even  v/ithout  I  asking-  for  things,  he  offered 
them.  As  to  regards  what  he  wants,  well ,  I  wrote  you  a  long¬ 
time  ago  in  a  letter  about  it  which  letter  you  ac  L edged. 

It  was  about  puhlicati  ons  on  dry- land  agriculture,  c  it  ranges, 
persimmon  scions,  seeds  of  :  alus  sargent ii,  etc.  I  cannot  just 
now  lay  my  hands  on  the  notes  I  made  about  him,  but  I  am  sure 
you  will  be  able  to  locate  again  that  letter. 

I.  ;\;ir  oi  march  £6,  lflO,  Yes,  that  turning  over  of 
the  cart  in  the  mountains  of  Geok  Yepe,  has  left  its  mark  yet 
on  me,  viz.,  my  left  shoulder  aches  me  considerably  when  I  make 
an  unexpected  move  with  my  arm.  It  may  be  a  few  months  yet 
oelore  that  pain  leaves  me.  I  see  with,  great  sorrow  how  "badly 
the  alfalfas  fare,  which  we  with  so  much  trouble  collected  on 
the  road  from  liflis  to  Gladikawkas,  and  I  packed  them  in 
particularly  dry  and  in  small  packages,  as  I  had  a  feeling  they 
wouldn’t  travel  well  in  this  time  of  the  year. 

About  hardiness  of  pomegranates  in  Washington.  Yes, 

I  think  there  are  several  such  varieties.  One  grows  for  years 
already  at  the  west  entrance  of  the  Smithsonian  Building.  Have 
you  ever  seen  it?  This  is  double  flowering  variety. 
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And  that  the  little  orange  lily  I  found  somewhere  in 
China  or  'Corea  is  growing  so  well  at  your  place  is  a  pleasant 
news  to  me.  The  opinions  of  both  Mrs.  Fairchild  and  Dr.  van 
fleet  are  greatly  valued  by  the  undersigned.  I  do  hope  it  will 
be  an  addition  to  our  hardy  garden  plants.  Yes,  I  too  often 
dwell  in  my  mind  on  your  place  in  the  woods.  I  see  Sandy 
moving  about  between  rows  of  cock’s  combs  and  Amor  ant  us  and 
Forie  religiously  weeding  the  Peking  lawn  sedge  and  you  mixing 
cement  for  a  permanent  cold-bed  in  which  to  over-winter  Render 

plants  and  Mrs.  Fairchild  tells  us  that  tea  is  ready. -  And 

then  all  of  a  sudden  I  look  out  of  my  hotel  window  and  there 
I  am  in  cruet  Samarkand,  where  low  globular  acacias  border  the 
side  walks  and  where  tremendous  tall  white  poplars  define  the 
watercourses  that  run  everywhere  all  through  the  city.  And  the 
air  is  warm,  yet  not  unpleasant  and  a  Turcoman,  passes  by,  hawk¬ 
ing*  black  currants  and  cherries,  shouting  t  air  names  in  Russian 
(Achorny  smarodnaia  ee  vishnaJ) — Yes,  let  memories  pass  by,  we 
are  too  young  as  yet  to  indulge  in  them.  Life  is  so  very  strange 

Y\- 

and  n^e  of  us  really  knows  for  what  we  have  to  go  all  through  it. 

I  have  quite  another  lot  of  correspondence  to  answer, 
too,  and  besides  that  working  on  my  financial  and  itinerary 
reports,  so  I  v.  ill  conclude  this  rather  lengthy  letter.  <Vith 
my  best  wishes  and  greetings,  also  to  all  in  the  office,  I  remain 

Respectfully  yours, 


FRAlvfK  H.  MEYER. 
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Samarkand,  Turkestan, 
July  1,  1910. 


Dear  Tr.  Pairchild: 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  my  financial  accounts  for 
the  past  quarter  (April,  lay  and  June,  1910)  and  also  my 
itinerary  report?  for  the  same  period.  The  first  I  hope  Hr* 
Sstabrook  will  kindly  take  care  of  and  the  last  I  suppose 
you  will  peruse  yourself,  since  Jr.  ]  a  hasn’t  any  longer 
charge  of  such  .ork. 

About  the  Balance,  I  have  left  and  of  which  I  sent 
a  cablegram  to  the  Secretary,  how  are  we  going  to  settle 
this?  It  will  probably  take  a  few  months  yet  before  the 
new  authorization  and  the  money  reach  me,  so  I  suppose  it 
is  better  that  I  retain  that  balance  for  the  present  yet. 

As  soon  as  you  find  time,  however,  I  would  be  very 
pleased  to  know  how  my  finances  stand.  The  last  letter  I 
received  on  this  subject  was  from  Mr,  Es  tab rook  and  dated 
November  9,  1909,  and  it  related  to  r:y  accounts  for  Au  ust 
and  September,  1909.  I  suppose,  however,  all  the  accounts 
since  have  been  passed  0.  7.  Otherwise  I  would  have  heard 
something  about  them. 

I  found  me  a  man  again,  willing  to  go  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  and  rough  it,  but  he  does  not  know  the  jart  language 
or  any  local  dialects.  He  speaks  German,  Russian  and  polish, 
however.  I  am  also  in  negotiations  with  an  old  hunter  who 
retired  last  year  from  his  position  as  game-warden  in  the 


. 
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His3ar  I  oun  tains,  the  very  regions  I  want  to  explore  for  the 
v;ild  pi ot  aches,  pears,  plums,  almonds  and  leguminous  plants. 

He  hasn’t  decided  as  yet  upon  my  proposals.  Lots  of  bother, 
this  everlasting  changing  of  men!  There  ought  to  he  only  one 
language  in  tnis  world  of  ours.  It  would  save  us  all  so  much 
unnecessary  annoyances. 

‘Ye  1^,  trusting  this  letter  with  its  enclosures  reaches 
you  in  good  shape,  I  remain,  vi  th  best  of  greetings,  also  to 
all  in  the  office, 

Yours  respectfully, 

FRA1JK  IT.  1 '  IYER* 


ITINERARY  REPORT  OP  PRA1IK  IT.  l^YER 
COVER  MG  :  !  F  ...  II  1st  to  JURE  30th,  1910. 

April 

1  In  Tiflis,  Caucasus.  Correspondence  tended  to  and 

parcels  with  plants  sent  off. 

2  In  "’iflis,  Caucasus.  Correspondence  tended  to,  photos 

put  in  order. 

3.  In  Tiflis,  Caucasus.  Baggage  paciced  in  and  left  by 

railway  for  Elisavetpol. 

4  Recursion  on  foot  from  Elisavetpol  to  vineyards  in 

Helenendorf,  Caucasus. 

5  Bach  from  Helenendorf  to  Elisavetpol  on  foot.  Col- 

lectin,  Hedicagos  on  the  way. 


1066. 


April 

6 

7 

8 

9 


10 

11 

IS 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 

16 


Excursion  on  foot  from  Elisavetpol  to  iCaraji,  col¬ 
lecting  Medicagos  on  the  way. 

lacK  on  foot  to  Elisavetpol.  Seeds  bought  in  ALisa- 
vetpol . 

Excursion  in  mountains  near  [Lie*  tq $pol.  Collecting 
Jledicagos. 

Left  Elisa vetpol  hy  train  for  Ye flay  and  went  by 
carriage  to  Ge ok- Tap a  on  the  road  from  9  A.T . 
to  10  p.r. 

Inspecting:  collections  of  Iris  of  If.  A.  Shelko vnikoff 
in  Goek-napa 

Indoors,  heavy  rains,  making  notes. 

Excursion  to  mountains  near  Ee ok- Papa,  collecting- 
plants  and  hulhs.  hack  hy  carriage  from  G-eok- 
Vapa  to  Yeflag.  Arrived  at  midnight. 

3y  railway  from  Yeflag-  to  Tiflia.  Plants  packed  in 
in  Piflis. 

Plants  shipped  off,  correspondence  attended  to  in  Tiflia. 

In  Piflia.  Visit,  to  botanical  Gardens,  various  people 
and  to  hank. 

In  Tiflia.  Correspondence  attended  to. 

In  fiflis.  Correspondence  attended  to  and  herbarium, 
mat  er  i  a  1  h  o  ugh  t . 

In  Tiflia*  3orrc  ce  attended  to  and  herbarium 


outfit  looked  over. 
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April 

19 

20 

21 

22 

24 

25 


26 


27 


20 

29 

30 

Tay 


In  Ciflis.  Correspondence  attended  to  and  herbarium 
outfit  h ought . 

In  Biflis.  Corr  iopondence  attended  to  and  fcaggage 
overhauled. 

In  Tiflis.  Correspondence  attended  to  and  seeds 
described. 

In  I'iflis.  Correspondence  attended  to.  Parcels 
shipped  off. 

I  .  Piflis.  Correa  on  ei  ce  attended  to.  Hiotos 
described  a no  shipped. 

In  Piflis.  Studied  all  day  in  .Botanical  Gardens  and 
had  conference  with  various  authorities  in  that 
Garden. 

in  I'iflis.  Conference  with  Mr,  Hollow,  Hr,  Schmidt, 

Ur.  Pfizeni.ayer  and  others. 

I-i  Pi  file.  Backing  and  shipping  non-wanted  "baggage 
to  Baku.  Correspondence  attended  to. 

Left  Bill  is  for  l.Ishet  on  foot.  Collecting  plants  enroute. 

Left  T'shet  for  Dushet  on  foot.  Collecting-  lants  enroute. 

Left  Dushet  for  lassanaura  on  foot.  Collecting 
plants  e nr  out'  . 

Left  Passanaura  for  lu&a-ur  on  foot.  Collecting  plants 


i 

I 


enroute. 
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4 

5 

6 
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10 

11 
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13 
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Left  Guda-ur  for  Lars  on  foot.  Collecting  pi ante 
enroute. 

Left  Lars  for  Wladikavkas  on  foot.  Collecting 
plants  enroute. 

In  S/1  adikavfcas#  3ouJ.it  seeds  and  left  by  railway 
for  Pjati&orsk. 

sved  in  Pjatigorsk*  Coiiferences  with  a  new 
interpreter. 

Pjatigorsk*  Plants  packed  in  and  described. 

In  Pjatigorsk.  Plants  shipped  off  and  correspondence 
attended  to.  risit  to  Vi  no  yards  at  Cheras, 

2  .  .  71  sit  to  Essenduki  and  back  to  see 

native  vegetation  and  nurseries. 

In  pjatigorsk.  Visit  to  ICLslawodslc  and  back  to  see 
an  arboretum.  (heavy  rains  that  day)  Confer¬ 
ences  with  new  interpreter. 

Left  Pjatigorsk  for  WladLikavkaa,  arrived  there  at 
midnight. 

In  V/l adiica vkas .  Visit  to  police,  Governor’s  office 
and  bank. 

In  Blladikamka#*  Vist  to  police,  Governor’s  office 
for  renewing  of  passport,  left  by  train  for 


Ch  ssaw-fiurt . 


lay 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 
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Arrived  in  Chassav-f iurt .  Visits  to  fruit  tree 
ni  ,  famous  vineyards  and  market* 

Left  Ch  as  saw-  f  iurt  for  Petrovs::  by  train.  Visit  to 
market  in  Petrovsk. 

Left  Petrovsk  for  nL .mi r- khan- shura  on  foot,  collecting 
plants  enroute. 

Visit  in  Pemir-khan- shura  to  fruit  gardens  and  planta¬ 
tions. 

Left  Pemir-khan- shura  for  Petrovsk  on  foot.  Collecting 
plants  enroute. 

/isits  to  vit icvil tural  school  and  to  neighboring  hills 
and  left  Derbent  for  Baku  by  train. 

Arrived  in  Baku.  Correspondence  and  baggage  matters 
attended  to. 

In  Baku,  Plants  shipped  off.  Correspondence  attended  to. 

In  Baku.  "  '•  "  **  »»  h 

In  3aku.  Seeds  bought  and  "  *»  » 

In  Baku.  Visits  to  markets,  herbarium  specimens  made 
in  3hape,  photos  made  in  order. 

I  .  .v .  Correspondence  attended  to;  old  interpreter 
sent  off. 

In  Baku.  Seeds  described  and  in  for  shipment. 

In  Baku.  Seeds  and  plants  described  and  packed  in  for 
shipment . 
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May 

28 


29 

'60 


31 

June 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 


In  Baku.  Large  oaee  with  seeds  shipped  off.  Corres¬ 
pondence  attended  to.  ITew  interpreter  arrived. 

In  Jaku.  Correspon  ,dnce  attended  to. 

In  Baku.  Correspondence  attended  to  and  baggage  all 
packed  in.  Left  in  evening;  for  Krasnawodsk, 
Turkestan,  by  3.  3. 

Arrived  in  krasnawodsk,  Turkestan.  Police  matters 
attended  to  and  parks  visited. 

In  krasnowodsic.  Passport  matters  brought  in  shape. 

Plants  collected  along  seashore;  left  for  Kizil- 
Awart . 

Arrived  in  Kiail-Auart .  3  it  to  grain  market.  Left 

for  Bacharden  by  train. 

In  3ar char- den.  Herbarium  material  looked  over, 
gotiat ions  with  cart  men. 

Excursion  to  mountains  near  Bachar-den.  Collecting 
plants. 

Botanizing  in  mountains  near  Bacharden.  Collecting' 
plants. 

Back  from  mountains  to  Bachar-den.  Collecting  plants 
enr out  e . 

Left  Bachar-den  by  train  for  Aakabad.  Visit  to  market 


in  Askabad. 
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June 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 


15 


16 


17 

18 


19 

20 
21 


22 


Looking  over  herbarium  material.  Correspondence 
attended  to  in  Askabad. 

In  Askabad.  Hants  sent  off.  Seeds  bought. 

In  Askabad.  Visit  to  experimental  station. 

In  Askabad.  Visit  to  police.  Left  Askabad  by  train 
for  Merw. 

In  Iferw.  Overhauling  herbarium  material. 

In  Uerv.  Seeds  bou.jot  on  grain  market.  Left  by  cart 
for  Kbzelkovsky. 

In  Ivozilkovsky.  Arranging  for  a  new  interpreter, 
inspection  of  cotton  and  alfalfa  cultures. 

Back  from  Kozilkovaky  to  Merw  by  car.  Photographing 
trees  in  Ferw. 

Visit  to  Imperial  estate  I  urgab  in  Bairara-ail,  '  inspect¬ 
ing  fruit  garden  and  nursery. 

Left  Ferw  for  Chartchui  by  train. 

In  Chartchui.  Visit  to  Police  and  Fr.  HI  let  shy. 

Inspection  of  aandbind'ing  experimental  plantations. 

Visit  to  country  a  round  Chartchui.  Left  for  l  ew  Bokhara. 

Visit  from  Lev/  Bokhara  to  Old  Bokhara. 

Visit  from  hew  Sokh  rd  to  Old  Bokhara.  Conferences  with 
Fr.  Parkinson  and  Jonohoe  of  the  Reichardt  Asiatic 
Trading  Co. 

In  Old  Bokhara.  Seeds  bought.  Fruit  garden  inspected. 
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June 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

26 

29 

30 


dug  in  of  baggage.  Left  Lew  Bokhara,  for 
Samarkand  by  train. 

Arrived  in  Samarkand.  Paid  off  Hr.  By  seel,  the 

interpreter.  Correspondence  and  notes  looked 
through. 

Visit  to  markets  in  Old  Samarkand. 

In  Samarkand.  Visits  to  parks  an  rdens.  Assis¬ 
tant  paid  off. 

In  Samarkand.  Correspondence  attended  to.  Cable¬ 
gram  sent. 

In  Samarkand.  Correspondence  attended  to. 

In  Sarrarkand.  Visit  to  Horticultural  -School  and 
Filatoff  vineyards. 

In  Samarkand.  Visit  to  in  market.  -lets  bought. 
Correspondence  attended  to.  Negotiations  with 


new  interpreter. 
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Samarkand.  Turkestan 
June  28,  1910. 

Dear  1  r .  i'a i  rchi  1  d: 

Herewith  is  a  picture  of  a  fruit  stall  in  the  height 
of  the  season  as  kept  by  a  Sart  fruit  dealer.  Just  now  there 
are  no  grapes  yet  here,  but  some  very  large  appicots  may  be 
seen,  also  apples,  small  plums,  yellow,  red  and  black  cherries, 
raspberries,  black  currants,  nectarines  and  cucumbers.  Hoping 
all  is  well  with  you  and  that  the  weather  may  be  cool,  I  am 
with  best  of  greetings, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

TRANK  IT.  IT  ;yer. 


Samarkand,  Turkestan, 
July  2,  1910. 


Dear  It.  Dor sett* 

I  am  in  receipt  of  that  weighty  letter  of  yours  of 
May  23,  1910,  and  I  herewith  thank  you  for  it.  Yes,  about 
these  photo  matters,  etc. ,  we  h;  ve  already  conversed  enough 
and  both  you  and  I  have  a  goodly  amount  of  other  matters 
beside,  so  we  will  give  this  topic  a  well-earned  rest  for 
the  present.  And  you  yourself  would  give  me  a  trained 
photographer  along,  bflllyS  I  wish  you  were  rich!  or  better, 
yet,  come  along  your  self. 
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I Tany  thanks  for  the  news  relative  to  the  work  and 
persons  in  our  Department.  Poor  Dr.  allov/ay,  he  has  surely 
been  hit  hard  and  of  course,  that  really  bad  'Washington  climate 
is  not  very  conducive  to  rugged  health.  I  wouldn’t  live  myself 
there  very  long  if  I  had  to  be  cooped  up  in  a  little  office. 

I  am  truly  glad  to  hear  ths.t  I  r.  Bis  set  was  quite 
pleased  with  conditions  he  saw  in  our  various  stations  down 
South  and  out  !»/est.  His  remarks  as  a  man  fresh  from  ..-a shington 
must  have  been  often  suggestive. 

And  Mr.  Powell  ill  an.,  r .  kylor  also  poor.  Good 
Heavens,  what  are  you  people  going  to  do  if  such  sad  thin  ,s 
keep  coming  along.  Desert  Washington  and  establish  a  new 
capital  in  a  more  bracing  part  of  the  United  States J 

Yes,  you  will  get  your  hands  full  with  prickly 
Brownsville  also  coming  into  our  office.  Beware  of  it,  it  is 
a  little  porcupine,  out  with  careful  handling  you  still  may 
find  it  an  attachable  creature.  Dr.  Mann  out  of  our  office. 

So,  so.  I  hadn’t  expected  that.  other  changes  still  in 

the  process  of  evolution.  Nothing  is  permanent  in  this  vale 
of  tears.  You  also  say  that  Dr.  van  Fleet  c  1  tes  hy¬ 

bridization  work  with  the  early  fruiting  cherry  from  P  ng- si 
in  case  lie  remains  at  Chico.  ..ell,  that  last  sentence  sounds 
alarming!  I  do  hope  he  won’t  leave  Chico  for  the  next  8  or 
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I  am  also  in  receipt  of  10  poatacards  of  yours 
dated  May  13  (2),  'lay  10,  lay  19,  lay  20  (2),  lay  24,  Fay  25, 

■  (2),  announcing  receipt  of  various  letters  and 

shipments.  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  how  “badly  all  of  the 
J.edicagos  fare  while  in  transit.  Your  card  rom  Fay  20  gives 
a  good  idea  how  the  various  things  sent  stand  travel.  Pome- 

“■“V 

gr a nates  are  the  best,  grapes  come  next,  then  apples,  Prunus 
fourth  and  then  Kedicago  roots.  Well,  it  is  better  to  have 
tried  and  to  have  failed  than  never  to  have  tried  at  all.  Of 
some  of  these  wild  Kedicagos  it  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain 
seeds  in  any  quantity  as  sheep  and  goats  devour  them  constantly 
that  is,  at  least,  in  the  Caucasus. 

If  all  tilings  go  well,  I  may  leave  within  a  few  days 
for  an  extended  trip  in  the  Hissar  mountains.  I  haven’t  found 
the  right  kind  of  people,  howev  r,  to  accom  any  me. 

Well,  wishing  you  good  health  and  spirits  to  veep 
UP  your  manifold  duties,  I  remain,  Id  .  Par  sett, 

Sincerely  yours, 

FHAi-iC  IT.  I3TJR. 


a 


i 


, 
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Samarkand,  'Furke  s t an , 
July  4,  1910. 


Dear  Hr.  O^irchild: 

iAs  things  stand  now,  I  may  be  able  to  leave  tomorrow 
oi  ; ednesday  ± or  t  e  .F  i 3 sar  Mountains.  I  pt  an  interpreter 
aiio.  a  guide ,  have  seen  the  police  authorities  and  am  arranging 
for  horses.  (  ,e  cannot  go  by  carts  or  other  vehicles.) 

It  just  came  into  my  rind  that  my  bond  expires 
August  5,  1910  and  I  am  herewith  enclosing  my  check  for  fjg.5,00 
In  case  the  authorization  gets  renewed  and  these  Bond  people 

apply  to  you,  would  you  then  jplease  settle  this  matter  with 
them. 

Otherwise,  I  have  little  of  interest  to  mention.  l.Ty 
life  is  that  of  the  "Ifendering  Dutchman;1*  many  ups  and  downs 2 

'Jell,  ^oodbye  to  you  all, 

Respectfully  yours, 


...  :  . 
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Tashkent ,  Turkestan, 
Lugust  5,  1910. 


Dear  !r.  Jorsett: 

Some  days  ago  I  sent  you  from  Samarkand  2  small 
packages  "by  registered  Russian  sample  post.  They  are  numbered 
789  and  790  and  contain  a  root  of  'Iremurus  sp .  and  a  few  bulb  s 
0  i  s^*  1  the  best  plan  would  be  to  send  both 

things  to  our  bulb  garden  at  Bellingham,  where  they  surely 
will  thrive  better  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  United  States 
I  know  of.  I  am  enclosing  herewith  the  notes  belonging  to  these 
two  numbers  and  also  duplicate  notes  belonging  to  a  large 
shipment  I  made  today  and  of  which  I  am  writing  Mr,  Fairchild. 


I  am  also  in  receipt,  of  your  letter  of  June  8,  1210, 
with  the  clipping  from  " Everybody’ s  lagazine"  about  the  wonder¬ 
fully  large  fruits  of  Samarkand.  YJhat  a  liar  this  Mr.  3.  Alex 
Powell  (F.  •  Cr. 5.  (?) )  is.  I  wonder  why  magazines  love  to  print 
such  deoeilring  statements!  Yes,  I  will  charter  an  aeroplane  to 
bring  home  that  stuff,  not  a  steamer  as  you  suggest.  That  is 
too  old-fashioned. 

Yes,  I  see  how  you  are  to  accompany  Dr.  &  Mrs. 
Galloway  and  T  certainly  do  ish  the  Doctor  will  derive  great 

benefit'  from  his  far  journey.  It  mast  be  very  strange  for 

him  to  do  such  a  thing  as  crossing  a  large  ocean  and  land  in 
a  totally  strange  country. 


1080. 


I  am  these  last  v/eelcs  in  great  troubles  on  account 
of  not  being  able  to  find  the  right  sort  of  an  interpreter 
or  an  assistant.  T  have  had  experiences  already  with  non¬ 
hardy  fellows,  with  a  swindler,  with  some  hard  drinkers  and 
with  very  incompetent  help  and  1  am  tired  of  the  whole  lot. 

I  have  seen  a  good  many  people  of  late  and  talked  natters 
over,  but — Turkestan  is  a  poor  land  to  obtain  a  good  helper. 
The  good  men  have  permanent  jobs  and  cannot  leave  and  the  bad, 
shiftless  element  is  about  of  such  a  nature  as  there  are  so 
many  in  California,  'ncompetent ,  lasy  and  much  given  over  to 

drinking’,  whenever  they  get  paid  off.  I  really  do  not  Know 
what  to  do  at  the  present.  Still,  somebody  I  will  find,  even 
if  it  is  a  middling  bad  chap. 

Veil,  best  wishes  to  you. 

Yours  very  truly, 


rai  ::  .  :  -  jy  : : . 


. 


. 
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Tashkent,  Juta  stan, 
August  6,  1910. 


Dear  1  r .  la i rch i Id : 

Yesterday  I  forwarded  from  here  to  3atoum  per 
Transport  ^o.,  .aucasus  g  nercurius,  2  cases  with  seeds  and 
herbarium  material.  These  2  cases  will  go  via  Schultz  P 
Zimmerman,  Agents,  ]  orth  German  Lloyd  in  latoum  and  the 
assistance  of  Hr.  Alex  Heingartner,  our  Consul  there,  to 
lr.  I.  P.  Boo sa,  2  hector  Street,  New  York  City.  I  have 
notified  all  three  of  these  mentioned  parties  and  trust 
this  shipment  will  reach  you  a  month  or  so  from  now. 

I  am  enclosing1  herewith  the  notes  (inventory) 
belonging  to  tnis  shipment,  out  I  have  many  re  marks  to  make 
besides. 

Among  the  seeds  there  are  Amygdalus  communis,  A. 
spinossima,  Cerasns  ro  strata,  Oerasug  microcar; a,  Trunus 
divaric-  ta,  C  .,.^ar  '  s  spinosa,  and  erhaps  the  sand-binding 
shrubs  which  I  would  like  to  see  in  the  hands  of  Professor 
Pa  son.  Of  the  ^  runus  divaric  at  a,  Irof.  U.  P.  Hedrick  at 
Geneva  also  ought  to  have  a  few  seeds. 

?he  collection  of  apricot  seeds,  1053a  to  1362a  , 
ought  to  be  sown  out  in  such  a  place  where  there  is  larci  enough 
to  wait  until  they  have  fruited,  so  s  to  select  the  best 
varieties  from  among  them.  They  are  all  sweet-kernel led  and 
if  large  size,  sweet-flesh  and  sweet-kernel  could  be  combined, 


' 
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the  apricot  growing  sections  of  America  v/oul d  have  gained 
considerably. 

j  3S*  1378a  and  1379a,  Hosa  xanthina?  I  like  to  see 
placed  in  I.'r.  Disset’ s  i.ands,  who  will  ;nov;  best  what  to  do 
with  them.  The  Datura  1389a  is  intended  for  Dr.  True;  its 
headache  curing  properties  are  perhaps  well  known  already  in 
certain  circles. 

The  two  samples  of  poppy  seed,  1390a  and  1391a,  are 
also  for  Jr.  True.  ?he  v  rious  Leguminosae  will  come  of 
course  in  the  hands  of  the  various  specialists;  the  cov/pea, 
1394a,  seams  to  be  a  very  rare  variety!  On  the  wheats  and 
millets  I  am  not  much  of  a  specialist  and  may  be  there  is 
little  new  among  thm,  although  .'os.  4400a  and  1401a  T  never 
saw  before  and  the  winter  wheat,  1405a,  seems  to  be  an 
unusually  good  one.  f  the  wheat  and  millet  specialists  would 
care  to  write  to  me,  about  what  they  most  desire  to  btain, 

I  v/oul d  know  somewhat  better  what  to  look  for. 

In  the  Herbarium  material  there  are  many  things  of 
importance  and  before  this  shipment  is  buried  into  v  rious 
cases,  I  would  like  to  have  drav/n  the  attention  of  I'essrs. 
Swingle  and  I.'ason  to  the  Pistacia  vera,  Anyt  da lu s  c ommuni  s , 

A.  splnossima.  A*  bucHarica,  Geras u  trata,  G.  microcarpa, 

Trunus  divaricata,  and  Gappar:’  s  spinosa.  To  those  interested 


in  dry  land  vegetation  also  trie  above  and  the  various  Tamarix, 
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Lyciiun  sp.  Acacia  sp. ,  Acer  sp. ,  Eleagnus  angusti folia,  d[±edraa , 
Juniperus  s p. ,  Galligonum  sp.  ,  Go la tea  sp.  ,  Alh t igl  cagielorum, 
etc.  -.osa  xanthine  ?  I  like  to  :.e  shown  to  iessrs.  Bisset, 

Oliver  and  Jorsett  and  have  them  compare  this  material  with  the 
lot  I  brought  vith  me  from  China,  which  last  one  is  quite  another 
rose,  much  lighter  in  color,  of  different  habitus  and  less  able 
to  stand  great  colds  than  this  one  from  Turkestan. 

T'essrs.  Piper,  '.'estgate  and  Brand  will,  of  course, 
look  at  the  Me  die  ago  8  and  other  leguminosae,  while  Mr.  Hitch¬ 
cock  will  certainly  find  some  very  interesting  grasses  among 
this  mat  rial . 

Then,  there  is  a  witch  broom  like  diseas  on  willows, 
very  prevalent  here  in  Turkestan  which  may  interest  Mr.  Waite 
or  11  ss  Patterson. 

About  the  labels  I  enclosed  in'; the  sheets.  I  do  not 
kn ow  what  the  custom  is  in  the  herbarium  in  Yfcshington  and  how 
my  Chinese  specimens  have  been  treated,  but  I  would  suggest  not 
to  destroy  my  labels  until  you  .11  have  talked  ‘:h.at  matter  over. 
Often  one  writes  a  remark  on  a  label  t  at  is  of  value  to  a 
collector  in  the  field,  but  not  to  a  botanist  in  charge  of  a 
dry  collection:  Then,  of  the  woody  material  I  would  like  to 
see  the  Arnold  Arboretum  provided  with  a  fair  share.  I  also 
wish  to  see  an  entomologist  and  a  pathologist  look  over  the 
entire  collection  before  it  is  stored  away.  Some  interesting 
diseases  may  be  found  among  the  material: 

Then,  there  are  some  samples  among  this  shipment, 


'  I  w 
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like  a  few  poppy  heads  arid  Hhuibalrb  root  for  Dr.  True;  5  snail 
dried  citrus  fruits  for  -  r.  iv/ingle;  5  wheat  ears  for  the 
wheat  specialists;  3  soil  samples  for  soil  specialist;  Fungi 
for  the  specialists;  Lea  on  Khaauma  sp.,  on  Tamar ix  3p. ,  and 
on  Prunus  ar  men  lac  a;  Galls  on  Ephedra  sp*,  on  Artemisia  si).,  on 
a  grass,  on  P.osa  sp.,  on  pi  ex  ?,  on  Scutellaria  sp.  These 
scales  and  galls  for  the  Bureau  of  Entomology. 

Then  there  is  a  bottle  with  various  beetles  vMch  is 
intended  for  the  beetle  specialists  in  the  Smithsonian  Insti¬ 
tution.  There  is  also  a  dried-up  mouse,  which  I  fou*.d  in  the 
desert'  near  Bachar— den  and  which  I  take  to  oe  rare,  a  specialist 
in  the  Smithsonian  will  probably  be  delighted  with  it  and 
another  one  \  Lth  toe  fev.  small  shells  from  Krasnawods  .. 

Jell,  I  believe  that  is  sbout  all  I  hrve  to  say  about 
this  shipment.  Trust i  it  r€  yon  in  ood  state, 

remain  with  best  of  greetings, 

Respectfully  yours, 

FR-fC  l .  :pypr. 


* ' 
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Taskent,  Turkestan, 
•t  7,  1910. 


Hr.  Peter  Bis  set, 

Hscpert  Pla  lit  Introducer, 

U.  )ept.  of  Agriculture , 

'fe.sh.ingt on,  ).  0.,  II. S. A. 
dear  ir.  Bissett; 

t  I  am  in  receipt  of  2  letters  of  pours  dated  June  16 
and  JuuS  E6  and  I  herewith  will  answer  them. 

I  see  Hr.  Dorsett  will  he  away  a  little  c 
nth s.  Hy ,  -..hat  a  long  trip  you  fellows  make  nowaday#. 

I  am  the  harnhoo  smut  is  not  to  he  seen  on  our  plants  in 

c oksville;  I  just  got  a  letter  from  hr.  Kennedy  in  Tang-si, 
China,  who  tells  r.  .  there  in  his  neighborhood  the  disease 
hasnft  abated  as  yet,  hut  attacks  even  the  young  bamboos  when 
y  first  -put  out  their  leaves.  He  says,  however,  that  only 
one  sort  is  attacked,  viz.,  the  Tae  (cho)  Tsoh,  I  believe  my 
ho.  302. 

Ah  .dalus  aavidiana  oein0  of  so  much  promise, 

I  am  glad  indeed  to  hear  it  and  hope  to  see  any  one  of  you 
make  some  hybrids  between  it  and  the  ordinary  peach.  I  will 
be  on  the  lookout  for  a  good  hardy  cherry;  unfortunately,  as 
you  probably  know,  the  home  of  the  cherry  is  Asia  Minor  and 
the  Caucasus  and  these  regions  are  really  mild  wintered.  In 
the  sand  cherry  and  allied  forms  will  ppobably  have  to  look 


• 

. 

* 
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for  3  •rictig  .rdy  northern  cherry.  Perhaps  hybridisation 
% 

OUAAA/rf' 

-  -  -s  fci.3~i*K  and  Prunua  -Bes  eyi  may  give  us  something  good. 

I  see  your  remark*  :.s  to  the  sending  or  post  cords. 
Yes,  although  much  work  it  is,  they  ._ive  me  a  much  earlier 
information  than  letters  do.  I  urn  just  now  in  receipt  of  9 
of  them,  some  of  them  in  duplicate,  dated  June  8  (£]  June  U(2) 
June  15,  June  21,  June  2c  (5). 

Your  observations  on  the  yellov;  roses  are  very  in¬ 
vesting*  I  have  just  sent  a  lot  of  herbarium  material  of 
a  yellov;  rose  I  collected  in  the  high  mountains  in  the  Samar¬ 
kand  Province.  Please  compare  it  with  the  herbari  . 

I  brought  with  me  from  China  and  see  which  is  the  genuine 
Posa  xanthina.  I  also  sent  seeds  of  this  last  rose  under  ]  . 
1378a  and  1379a;  it  will  in  all  probability  grow  Sven  in  JL.es, 
Iowa,  nd  3  arhaps  even  far  tin.  r  n  rtl  . 

Arid  now  about  the  delay  of  parcels  and  sample  s  before 
they  reach  the  roper  hands.  Veil,  in  cese  a  package  reaches 
you  without  an  official  shipping  tag,  it  simply  means  that 
somebody  took  that  tag1  off;  there  are  alvays  starts  on  such  a 
tag  when  attached  to  a  *ai  ie,  when  on  a  parcel  th  r  re  no 
stamps  on  it.  Could  it  be  that  these  stamps  prove  3uch  a 
strong  attraction  as  to  incite  certain  folks  to  delay  a  ship¬ 
ment  by  cutti.._  off  such  tags.  In  case  this  s  so,  I  hope 
measures  will  be  ta  cen  with  ouch  parties.  I  r.  still  in  great 
bl  ?8  with  rqy  help,  being  without  aiybody  for  the  present. 
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I  soon  will  know  whether  I  can  jet  a  certain  fellow  or  whether 
I  Mil  have  to  look  around,  again.  This  morning  a  young 
gardener  of  whom  I  h  ,d  been  in  hopes  that  he  could  have 
accompanied  me,  just  told  me  he  got  a  telegram  offering  him 
a  good  permanent  situation  in  Astrachan  and  I  think  he  rather 
accepts  that,  than  to  wander  a  few  months  with  me  in  inhos¬ 
pitable  mountain  regions.  As  I  wrote  Mr.  Doreett,  Turkestan 
is  a  hard  country  to  find  capable  men  who  are  at  liberty  to 
change  situations.  Well,  wouldn't  a  Russian  in  America 
experience  much  the  sane  troubles  in  case  he  was  somewhere 
near  the  Mexican  frontier.  I  often  compare  the  two  countries 
and  find  they  are,  in  certain  points,  very  much  alike. 

I  am  coming  to  a  close  now  and  conclude  with  cordial 
greeting’s,  also  to  the  other  members  of  our  office. 

Sincerely  yours, 


.  . 


. 


. 
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'ashkent ,  d.r  : ostan, 
August  9,  1910, 


Dear  Ur.  Fairchild: 

As  I  announced  on  a  card  a  week  or  so  ago,  I  am  in 
possession  of  your  appreciated  letter  of  June  12,  1910  and 
herewith  I  v. ill  answer  it  somewhat  more  in  detail. 

I  am  very  pleased,  indeed,  to  notice,  how  the  var¬ 
ious  plants  in  your  garden  grow  so  splendidly  and  especially 
that  my  Chinese  introductions  feel  apparently  just  as  much  at 
home  in  moist  Washington  as  in  dry  North  China.  A  pity  I 
cannot  see  more  of  all  these  introductions,  hut — that  is  the 
fate  of  a  collector;  he  collects  and  ships,  hut  often  never 
sees  his  plants  again. 

'That  the  Quercus  cornea  has  stood  your  Washington 
winter  certainly  amazes  me.  Could  it  he  ihat  after  all  this 
fellow  comes  from  some  high  mountain  in  Southern  China;  it 
seems  almost  unbelieveahle  that  a  denizen  of  almost  tropical 
climes  could  stand  our  winter  un  rotected. 

I  see  your  remark  about  having-  acquired  a  piece  of 
property  from  Hr.  Leigh  Hunt  and  where  about  is  it  situated  ? 
You  say,  ’’Not  as  inaccessabie  as  that  piece  we  looked  at,1’ 
hut  you  don’t  say  the  least  about  its  locality.  Yes,  I  sup¬ 
pose  that  dr.  norsett  with  his  hustle  and  dr.  3i  sset  with  his 
great  knowledge  of  practical  gardening  will  have  transferred 
that  piece  of  land  in  a  model  little  nursery  or  even  Arhorettun 
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•  _  :  loreri 

Truly,  the  Wheel  of  Life  turns  strange  at  times*  I  wonder 
hov;  it  will  suit  the  Doctor.  Riat  is  sure  that  you  are 
haying  a  ti  ?r  triump]  h  your  proposal  a J  It 

certainly  will  he  of  great  value  to  our  office,  this  direct 
doming  in  contact  of  Dr.  Galloway  with  plant  introduction  and 
exploration  problems. 

how  you  ask  me  to  write  down  a  few  of  the  problems 
I  think  Dr.  Galloway  might  consider  on  his  trip  in  China. 

Veil,  that  is  a  Li..  .  Firstly;  the  uses  of  the  various 

bamboos;  then  looking  up  the  various  citrus  fruits  along  the 
southeast  coast  of  China;  then  the  wet —land  product  ions  £  but 
especially  the  tubers  fchal  n  for  human  food,  like  the 

various  Aroids;  the  fibre  plants  of  South  China,  like  the 
various  Jutes  (Corchorus  sp. )  which  plants  I  think  could  be 
profitably  grown  in  our  southern  states;  -the  hardier  varieties 
of  sugar  cane  which  may  move  our  sugar  cane  belt  farth<  r  Forth; 
the  hardier  varieties  of  Litcheeft  grown  around  Foochow,  Fukien 
Province.  These  are  sal  •  he  even  better  than  those  of 
.ton.  Then  there  are  the  southern  forms  of  persimmons,  so.1 
of  which  may  not  be  ,:lospyros  kaki,  but  another  species,  at 
least  I  have  seen  herbarium  u  terial  from  Formosa  and  from 
Hongkoi  s  not  D.  Kaki,  as  we  have  it  in  Forth  China. 

Then,  there  is  the  palm-fibre  industry  in  South  Central  China, 
viz.,  CT  amaerops  excel sa,  which  produces  a  very  strong  fibre 


. 


. 
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lit  to  make  woven  mattresses  i'rom.  It  could  be  gr o wn  in  the 
milder  portions  of  our  southern  states.  I  don’t  think  Dr. 
Galloway  will  go  much  in  ITorth  China,,  'but  in  case  he  should 
i'°  peaches,  pears  and  persimmons  are  worth  to  he  given 
another  look  ov<-r. 

Yes,  as  you  said,  the  establishment  of  a  propagating 
garden  near  bnanghai  is  one  ol  our  main  things.  I  hone  the 
needs  Oj.  something  like  it  will  be  favorably  impressed  upon 
Dr.  Galloway's  mind.  JTo,  I  hardly  expect  to  meet  the  Doctor 
for  before  I  am  in  Peking  again,  perhaps  more  than  a  year  will 
have  flown  by  and  then  we  hope  Dr.  Galloway  site  safe  and  sound 
again  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Yes,  now,  a  few  words  about  myself.  I  have  bad  luck 
these  last  weeks,  simply  not  being-  able  to  find  the  right  sort 
of  fellows  to  accompany  me.  that  I  want  is  an  intelligent, 
hardy  fellow  of  good  habits,  but  to  find  such  a  chap  seems  to 
be  exceedingly  hard  hero  in  Turkestan.  T  have  had  experiences 
with  hard  drirucers;  with  non-hardy,  weak  characters,  with  one 
sv/indler  who  wanted  me  to  pay  4  roubles  to  send  a  package  off 
by  parcel  post,  thinking  I  was  a  Carnegie  or  a  Rockefeller. 

Then  a  few  very  incompetent  ones  came  into  my  service,  men  who 
had  lied  about  their  knowledge  of  Russian  and  German;  one  of 
these  last  could  not  even  read  or  write  either  one  of  the  two 
languages  and  yet  had  boldly  said  he  knew  both  well.  And  if 
there  was  only  one  language  here  it  wouldn't  be  so  bad  yet,  but 
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in  the  mountains  one  has  to  have  people  with  one  who  itnow 
some  of  the  native  tongues,  like  Sart,  Ousbeck,  Khirghia, 
Farsee  and  1 : any  more  which  :ire,  although  related  to  one 
another,  still  in  many  ways  quite  different.  I  have  sent 
money  to  a  German  family  near  I  erw  to  have  one  of  them  come 
up  to  me  and  go  with  me  in  the  mountains,  but  up  to  the 
present  they  haven’t  even  answered  me  yet.  I  also  ordered 
my  old  Chinese  interpreter  Chow  Hai  ding  to  come  here  in 
Tashkent  and  sent  him  also  money.  I  suppose  in  about  three 
wee.cs  he  may  be  here.  I  have  been  talking  to  several  men  thece 
last  days  about  getting  me  a  good  fellow  willing  to  rought  it, 
but  up  to  now  I  haven’t  found  the  right  sort  of  a  man  yet. 

As  Mr,  Sohroeder,  the  director  of  the  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station,  said  to  me  a  few  days  ago  when  I  approached  him  on 
this  letter:  "?r.  Meyer,  it  is  very  hard  to  find  a  good  man 
here  in  Purkestan,  but  it  is  still  harder  to  retain  them’” 

He  too  cannot  find  the  right  people  to  work  in  the  citation. 
Well,  the  climate  in  Tashkent  is  not  a  healthy  one,  there  is 
much  fever  and  although  the  winter  is  cold^  the  summer  is  very 
hot  and  lasts  long.  I  too  don’t  feel  as  healthy  already  as  a 
few  wee  s  ago*  I  suffer  from  bowel  troubles  which  is  very 
prevalent  here  among  all  classes  of  the  oiulation.  Do  you 
know  what  I  heard?  That  iansen  is  again  in  Turkestani  He  had 
ordered  his  former  interpreter,  A  Dr.  Dsvne  from  Moscow,  I 
believe,  to  meet  him  here.  We  searched  for  this  Dr.  Bsvne, 
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tut  he  had  moved  away  farther  Forth.  Is  Hansen  here  on  his 
Ov/n  account?  Or  could  it  "be  he  has  "been  sent  out  again  "by 
the  Department?  I  hardly  can  believe  that,  however.  Turkestan 
is  an  interest  ir  ■  1?  nd  with  all  its  drawbacks.  ..he  fruit  here 
is  plentiful  and  cheap  and  not  kept  high  priced  artificially 
as  is  done  in  America.  If  the  Russian  ’o  vernment  was  more 
energetic,  this  land  could  supply  Western  Europe  with  early 
melons,  grapes,  watermelons  and  minor  fruits,  "but  Russia  sleeps 
as  pot.  her  officials  certain  things,  but  they  are  too 

lethargic  to  move.  The  day  of  the  slow  hasn’t  come  yet. 

"Pell,  I'r.  Fairchild,  where  are  you  going  to  this 

summer? 

P  filing  you,  Mrs.  Fairchild  and  the  children  good 
health  and  good  luck,  I  remain 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

ERA1TK  IT.  1.E3YER 

P«S.  I  got  a  letter  rom  Mr,  W.  Fischer  at  -ara,  Brazil; 

he  seems  to  he  doing'  .  .  m  ..  lary  and  has  lots  of 


ork  to  do. 
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Ta  shlce  nt ,  'Pu.r me  3 1  an , 
August  10,  1910. 


Dear  ITr.  PUirchild: 

I  have  "been  receiving  several  letters  from  you  of 
late  and  I  will  herewith  answer  them. 

Letter  of  June  5,  about  seeds  being  received  and 
identification  of  ‘  o.  1312a  and  1314a,  also  sending  some  to 
Vilmorin,  Andrieux  i:  Co.  You  also  mention  that  you  have 
arranged  to  write  to  Prof.  Hollow  in  regard  to  the  grape 
varieties  I  did  not  obtain  this  winter.  I  suppose  that  also 
includes  the  alkali-resist ent  grape,  of  which  you  wrote  me 
in  Letter  June  3  B.  with  the  note  of  Mr.  .'ear ny  copies  in 
it.  I  will  write,  h<  .  .  oil  or;  for  this  one  myself 

also.  In  letter  of  June  3,  C.  you  say  about  Mr*  Ryssel  that 
he  looks  3 one  thing  of  a  fighting  man;  yes,  he  once  might  have 
been  so,  though  not  as  much  as  he  looked.  When  I  came  to  know 
him  the  evening  of  life  had  descended  already  upon  him,  though 
hi 3  age  was  only  48  or  49;  some  people  grow  much  sooner  old 
than  others. 

Letter  of  June  3,  D,  1910,  informs  me  about  packages 
of  seeds  and  samples  received. 

Letter  of  June  4  A,  1910,  with  enclosure  of  copy  of 
!r.  Taylor's  letter  of  June  2,  1910,  about  t;:e  TJnshu-Mikan 
mandarins.  Yes,  those  mandarins  looked  very  much  like  Satsuma 
although  they  were  smaller  in  size  than  those  usually  seen  in 
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Letter  of  June  4,  3,  1910,  about  hedicagos  received 
from  Piatigorsk.  Tea,  I  Iso  received  several  post  cards 
about  this  shipment  which  J  answered  in  a  letter  from  Samarkand 
to  I'r.  Jorsett. 

Letter  of  June  4,  C,  1910,  re  Mias  Austin's  request 
that  I  state  in  my  notes  whether  wheats  and  barleys  are  summer 
or  winter  varieties.  Please  tell  this  kind  lady  that  the 
undersigned  will  be  very  happy  to  do  so  if  he  only  could  be 
sure  of  it,  but — when  buying  a  quantity  of  grain  on  a  market 
often  hundreds  of  mile  s  away  from  its  original  locality  of 
production  one  often  receives  from  the  merchant  a  most  unsat¬ 
isfactory  answer  in  regard  to  its  various  properties.  If 
one  at  cs  whether  it  is  a  summer  wheat,  they  say  yes,  and  when 
suggesting  it  probably  may  be  a  winter  one,  one  also  gets  yes 
as  an  answer,  so  on  eels  like  shaking  such  men  up  and  down. 

Of  course,  we  don’t  do  that,  but — we  cannot  put  on  our  notes 
what  the  grains  in  question  are. 

Letter  of  June  10,  1910,  announcing  the  receipt  of 
a  gspckage  of  seeds  and  samples  from  Baku. 

Letter  of  June  16,  1910,  about  the  non-receipt  of  a 
parcel  ©ontaini  .  10  hotogj  hie  lates.  I  suppose  that  in 

case  they  haven’t  reached  you  since,  they  have  been  apprehended 
by  somebody  and  I  suggest  you  rake  ■  n  official  case  of  it  by 
writing  to  the  Department  for  po  1  affairs  in  St.  Petersburg 
and  have  your  letter  registered.  I  enclose  herewith  the  sli; 
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obtained  when  sending  the  package  off.  It  would  he  a  great 
pio,y  it  these  photos  should  he  permanently  lost.  Those 

missing  numbers  were  in  that  package  and  I  didn’t  retain 

them. 

- '-1-  Juns  21 »  1910«  in-  which  there  are  many 

matters .  About  the  soy  bean  coffee,  yes,  as  I  written 
you  from  Baku,,  I  ordered  the  12  cans  of  coffee,  but  the  fim 
apparently  shrunk  from  the  great  difficulties  connected  with 
the  direct  shipping  of  such  things  to  America  and  sent  instead 
of  12  small  ones,  which  easily  could  have  gone  as  sanples,  a 
box  with  6  large  ones  to  the  Consul  at  Estonia,  without  any 
further  instruction.  I  Bince  yet  a  letter  from  them  and  have 
been  in  correspondence  with  our  Consul  and  I  just  received  a 
letter  rrom  him  that  he  sends  you  this  coffee  by  registered 
nail  and  ha#  notified  you  of  the  shipment.  In  that  letter 
iron  the  soy  bean  coffee  company,  ’’Argo"  at  Jlurile,  Caucasus, 
they  ask  me  :or  a  testimonial  to  be  rinted  in  the  literature 
about  this  coffee.  I  am  writing  them,  that  I  am  turning  their 
letter  over  to  you  as  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  my  opinion 
without  consultation  and  I  herewith  enclose  that  letter,  leav¬ 
ing  it  over  to  you  what  to  do.  I  haven’t  found  a  good  inter¬ 
preter  to  translate  it  correctly  for  me,  but  the  gist  is  this; 
that  they  sent  me  the  coffee  I  requested  for  that  they  refund 
me  the  money,  but  sent  the  p  c  age  to  the  American  Consul, 
that  they  are  very  pleased  with  my  remarks  about  the  good 
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quality  of  their  products  and  that  they  would  like  to  .at  a 
testimonial  from  me  to  he  printed  in  their  literature  about 
this  new  product. 

1  am  also  very  .  lad  to  hear  that  of  all' the  regions 
in  the  TTnited  States  Oregon  and  parts  of  “/as&ington  are  the 
only  places  where  hazelnuts  and  filberts  have  been  successfully 
grown.  Rather  strange!  There  must  be  .  in  the  Southeast 

like  in  TTorth  Carolina,  for  instance,  where  they  also  ought  to 
succeed. 

About  Mr.  Wilson,  well,  I  got  private  information 
that  he  is  on  his  way  to  China  again  and  as  in  his  former  trip, 
for  the  Arnold  Arboretum. 

And  about  the  minimum  temperatures  in  ITikita,  well, 
if*.  Kalai&a  is,  like  apparently  all  Russians,  a  very  poor 
correspondent.  Upon  my  cards  and  registered  letter  I  haven't 
even  had  a  ji  of  an  answer.  I  have  written  many  Russians 
these  last  months,  but — answers  are  not  forthcoming. 

Letter  of  June  21,  1910,  about  the  prosaid  potato- 
onion.  Well,  although  I  see  that  Ur.  Tracy  doesn't  think  much 
of  them,  it  seems  that  the  people  in  the  Caucasus  hold  them 
in  great  esteem  and  it  is  good  that  I.f.  Bisset  Will  have 
tested  in  the  Northern  and  V/estem  states;  U  shingtin  after 
all  is  a  ppor  place  for  a  vegetable  testing  station;  its 
climate  is  too  local  and  not  a  good  one  even  at  that. 


Letter  of  June  25,  1910,  with  enclosure  of  Mr*  A. 


Zappone’s  letter  of  June  17,  1910.  You  say  "you  are  taking  the 
necessary  steps  to  cover  ray  financial  requirements  during  the 
coming-  fiscal  year.”  Veil,  I  will •  wait  then  with  refunding 
money  until  I  know  the  exact  amount  and  until  I  hear  more  from 
you. 

I  am  also  in  receipt  of  a  P.  C.  of  yours  dated  June 
16,  1910  about  the  little  camera  not  yet  being  received. 

'.fell,  in  case  this  should  fare  like  the  photographic  plates 
you  will  have  80  roubles  refunded.  I  herewith  also  enclose 
the  slip  I  received  and  suggest  that  you  retain  it  until  at 
the  end  of  this  month  and  in  case  the  camera  hasn’t  turned  up 
yet  by  that  time,  to  take  proper  strict  official  measures  with 
the  postal  authorities. 

I  also  found  here  in  Tashkent  upon  my  arrival  a 
cablegram  from  Secretary  Wilson  and  forwarded  to  me  from 
tv.  Alex.  Heingartner,  American  Consul  in  Batoum,  reading*: 

•WAS  WOT.  I  .  '  - . -  •  WILSON." 

I  suppose  this  valuable  slip  of  paper  will  reach  me  in  due 

\ 

time. 

I  am  also  in  receipt  of  letters  of  Messrs.  Dorsett, 
Bisset  and  I  as on,  which  I  have  answered  already. 

With  best  of  greetings,  also  to  those  in  our  office, 


I  am 


Yours  respectfully, 


» 
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Dear  Mr.  Ihirchild: 


(Tashkent ,  Turke  stan, 

August  20,  1910. 


I  have  postponed  writing  to  you  day  after  day  in 
the  hope  I  could  tell  you  something  less  negative  than  matters 
are  with  me  these  last  daj  8*  Ik  seems,  however,  that  luck  is 
against  me  as  regards  being  able  to  find  a  suitable  interpreter 
or  a  somewhat  capable  assistant.  I  have  tried  several  times 
now  to  obtain  a  good  man,  but  everytime  something  came  between 
and  the  bird  escaped  without  my  getting  hold  of  it.  As  I 
wrote  you,  I  know  some  German  settlers  near  J.'erw  and  the 
three  sons  of  one  family  are  all  hunters  and  can  rough  it 
and  love  it,  too.  ./ell,  3ome  weeks  ago  I  v/rote  them,  two 
times  even,  enclosing  20  roubles  for  travelling  expenses 
and  several  days  ago  I  got  a  card  from  them  that  they  are  so 
busy  with  their  field  labors  that  they  cannot  come  in  this 
time  of  year.  It  took  that  card  4  days  to  cover  that 
short  dis  bo  '  shkent,  thanks  to  the  fastness 

of  the  Russian  internal  mail  service  and  the  money  had  not 
even  then  reached  these  people  and,  of  course,  I  haven’t  got 
it  back  either. 

Another  chap  working-  at  the  hcperimental  Station 
near  Tashkent,  got  an  offer  of  a  good  permanent  position  in 
Astrachan  and  although  very  sorry  he  couldn’t  accompany  me, 
he  felt  that  a  permanent  situation  was  worth  more  than  a 
temporary  roving  one  like  would  have  been  the  case  with  me. 


Well,  he  was  somewhat  young  yet  anyway  for  my  work,  for  in 
dealing'  with  the  natives  it  is  better  to  have  a  somewhat 
experienced  man,  otherwise  one  yets  continually  cheated  and 
annoyed. 

Then  there  is  a  Germapjnurseryman  here,  Hronbery  by 
name,  who  had  an  assistant  yardener  who  went  on  leave  to 
Hiya  a  month  ayo.  Ee  was  expected  back  1C  days  ago,  but  up 
to  the  present  his  employer  didn’t  even  yet  a  card  from  him. 
According  to  Ir.  Hronberg,  this  ban  loves  collecting  work  and 
he  would  have  alio  Tired  hint  to  yo  with  me  for  several  months. 

Then  last  week  I  had  a  German  fellow  out  on  trail  for  one  day. 
He  can  ’.vail  all  right,  but  —  dense  as  a  piece  of  rhinoceros 
leather!  Such  a  man  ‘ a  of  absolutely  no  value  in  our  work 
and  is  most  times  even  an  encumbrance. 

The  latest  attempt  is  to  et  a  Sart  who  is  said  to 
be  well  educated;  unfortunately  the  man  is  somewhere  in  hiding 
for  some  reason  or  another  and  his  exact  whereabouts  seem  to 
be  known  to  only  one  or  two.  I  at  least  have  not  been  able 
to  see  anything  of  him,  though  he  may  appear  any  moment  in  my 
hotel . 

There  are  some  minor  people  I  have  pulsed  about  going 
in  the  mountains,  but  one  would  only  yo  vihen  being  assured  of 
always  having  a  horse  and  another  drinks  too  heavily  and  such 
worthies  I  rather  leave  alone;  I  have  had  already  my  experiences 
with  them.  Turks  is  one  of  the  outposts  of  the  great 
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Russian  Impire  and  intelligent,  energetic  people  do  not  3eem 
to  favor  this  part  of  their  country;  some  stay  here  for  a 
while  and  then  move  away  again.  A  great  part  of  the  ordinary 
people  are  ex-soldiers  who  stay  here  on  account  of  not  having 
any  position  in  their  original  homes.  The  illiteracy,  very 
great  in  Russia  in  general,  is  something  remarkable  here.  I 
doublet  it  one  out  of  ten  can  read  and  write  decently;  we  even 
found  a  postal  cleric  who  couldn’t  write  without  many  bad  mis¬ 
takes  ':.nd  this  fellow  sits  as  a  public  writer  in  the  post 
office  in  Tashkent J 

'..■ell,  all  this  delay  is,  as  you  surely  feel  with  me, 
of  very  great  annoyance  to  me  and  works  really  depressing, 
'[here  are  mo&ents  when  the  loneliness  of  this  exploration  work 
becomes  too  great  and  I  like  to  fly  off  to  regions  where  I  can 
find  more  intellectual  and  social  surroundings,  .did  I  have 

j 

such  a  long  journey  yet  ahead  of  me.  Great  Scott,  before  I 
appear  somewhere  in  Eastern  China.,  I  will  have  gone  through 
many  a  lonesome  day.  That  is  one  of  the  troubles  connected 
with  exploration  in  out-of-the-way  places;  viz.,  this  loneli¬ 
ness  and  this  great  waste  of  valuable  time  and  energy.  Of 
course,  it  could  be  worse  yet.  Polar  expeditions  are  still 
way  ahead  of  our  work  in  w-  ste  of  all  sorts  of  things. 

Well,  in  former  letters  I  have  only  given  fragmen¬ 
tary  information  in  regard  to  my  trip  in  the  mountains  south¬ 
east  of  Samarkand  and  herewith  J  will  relate  our  adventures 


SOI  swhat  more  in  detail. 
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As  I  wrote  you  from  Samarkand  on  July  4th.,  1010,  I 
had  engaged  a  guide  and  had  an  interpreter  already  for  a  few 
days.  We  had  seen  the  police  about  our  trip  and  the  Chief 
had  said  everything  was  0. II. ,  but  in  Pendshikent  we  would 
have  to  get  a  paper  from  the  police  there. 

On  Tuesday,  July  5,  we  had  negotiations  with  various 
horsemen  and  cart  pepple  and  as  were  assured  that  in  Pendshi- 
kent  we  would  be  able  to  get  cheaper  and  better  horses,  we 
went  by  a  large  cart  to  that  last  named  city  on  the  next  day, 
where  we  arrived  after  a  hard  ride  at  10  P.M,  that  same  day, 
July  6. 

On  Thursday,  July  7,  we  inspected  the  grain  market 
and  seed  stores  where  I  bought  some  samples  of  various  things 
and  in  the  afternoon  we  had  conferences  with  the  police  and 
with  horsemen.  7  got  a  paper  from  the  acting  chief  of  policd 
and  on  Friday,  •  uly  8,  we  left  Pendshikent.  './e  travelled  first 
through  a  dry,  elevated  plain,  where  scanty  growth  of  wheat, 
barley,  linseed  and  rape  was  to  be  seen,  while  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  locusts  were  devouring  whatsoen  ‘hey  could  find. 

In  the  afternoon  we  ’went  through  a  few  gullies  and  passes  and 
then  mountain  climbing-  had  begun.  On  a  few  places  we  saw  some 
beautiful  Brenuru#  amid  yellow  larkspurs,  but  in  general  the 
mountains  were  devoid  of  veget  tion,  3a ve  some  Astragalus  and  a 
Capparis  spinosa  and  some  Artemisia#.  At  9  P.M*  we  stopped  at 


. 
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last  in  a  towi  called  Stood,  about  5000  ft.  above  sea  level. 

'■'e  slept  on  the  porch  of  the  :  oh&mmedan  temple  and  got  but 
lii.  -le  supper  that  night,  it  being  too  late  to  find  anything1. 

On  Saturday,  July  9,  I  went  around  for  several 
hours  in  the  mountains,  collecting  seeds  and  herbarium  material 
and  at  noon  we  left  with  our  little  caravan  of  6  horses  and 
v/e  six  men;  (interpreter,  guide,  3  horsemen  and  myself.)  We 
passed  through  a  wild  mountain  valley  where  a  roaring  torrent 
.was  still  eating  out  its  oed  deeper  and  deeper;  after  having 
scaled  a  dangerous,  dry  mountain,  we  arrived  at  sunset  at  a 
beautiful  cold  lake  at  10,000  ft.  altitude,  this  lake  is  called 
Kalikullan  and  is  fed  from  the  eternal  shows  on  the  mountains 
around.  The  water  was  so  cold  that  one  wouldn't  readily  bathe 
in  it  and  as  for  dr inning,  one  could  only  take  a  mouthful  at 
the  time.  Jhe  soil  in  these  high  regions  is  very  sterile  and 
the  growing  season  but  very  short,  for  the  snow  melts  away  in 
early  Ihy  and  returns  again  at  the  beginning  of  September. 

Still  one  finds  there  masses  of  Junipers  (Juniperus  foet idissima?) 
Barberries,  bush  honeysuckles  (Lonicera  sp.),  yellow  roses 
( ho sa  xant h i na ? ) ,  a  mountain  ash  ( So rbus  th ianshanica? )  besides 
various  herbaceous  plants  like  Erernvjrus  sp.  Gentiana  verna?  ), 
Leonurus?  several  compo sitae,  etc.  We  were  lucky  enough  to 
find  an  encampment  at  the  lake  of  a  local  3a rt  administrator 


and  slept  teat  night  in  a  tent  made  of  carpets,  but  still  it 
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was  cold,  after  coining  in  two  days  from  the  hot  plains. 

On  Sunday,  July  10,  we  loft  our  lovely,  silent 
sheet  of  water  and  0111.1361  over  one  high  and  difficult  mountain, 
where  the  descent  was  at  times  even  dangerous  and  horses  and 
men  all  being  tired,  we  camped  at  4  P.M.  on  a  grassy,  level 
place,  near  a  stream  and  had  a  great  time  in  getting  enough 
to  eat,  for  there  are  very  few  people  in  this  high  elevated 
region  of  Central  Asia  and  food  is  scarce  and  at  times  not 
even  obtainable.  de  got,  hov/ever,  sour  milk  and  pea- flour 

bread  and  with  some  conserved  sausages,  we  had  still  with  us, 
we  made  a  meal  of  it.  The  interpreter,  however,  could  not 
stand  the  rarified  mountain  air  and  had  heavy  nose-bleedings 
twice  a  day  and  felt  quite  weak.  The  guide  who  was  addicted 
to  strong  drink,  could  not  get  anything,  of  course,  and  had 

become  very  sullen,  so  you  may  imagine  that  I  was  not  in  a 

very  s o c iab 1 e  c o  mpa ny . 

Well,  on  Monday,  July  11,  we  paseed  through  wild, 
rocky  scenery,  going  aloJig  precipies  where  the  horses  had  to 
be  led  by  two  men,  one  at  the  head  an  one  at  the  tail,  so  as 
to  prevent  accidents.  In  the  afternoon  about  5  o’clock,  while 
collecting  wild  cherries,  (Nos,  1345a)  on  the  mountain  slopes, 
we  cane  all  of  a  sudden  upon  a  caravan,  consisting  of  20 
people  and  still  more  horses.  It  proved  to  be  the  civil- 
administrator  of  the  district,  acc  ompanied  by  the  chief  of 
police  of  I endshikent ,  an  interpreter,  local  chiefs  of  villages, 
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guards,  scouts,  etc.  WfilX*  our  meetin,  ..  s  somewhat  remarkable 
as  few  white  men  ever  travel  in  these  regions.  The  first  we 
were  asked  for  were,  of  course,  our  passports.  The  adminis¬ 
trator  (a  Russian  police  officer  of  high  rank)  said  that  my 
papers  were  not  as  they  ought  to  be,  as  they  were  not  definite 
enough,  but  I  told  him  I  had  received  them  so  from  the  acting 
chief  of  Police  in  Pendshilcent .  We  11,  he  let  us  go  on.  Half 
an  hour  later,  however,  a  messenger  came  to  us  informing  we 
had  to  return  as  the  administrator  did  not  feel  he  could  let 
us  go  on  any  further.  Well,  I  sent  my  interpreter  back  to  this 
administrator  and  gave  him  instructions  (this  interpreter)  to 
inform  him  that  we  would  go  on  anyway  as  I  had  permission  from 
St.  Peterabrug  and  in  case  '  ould  not  let  me  go  any  farther 
I  would  report  all  matters  through  :  ;  .  bassy.  fell,  the  in¬ 

terpreter  came  back  again  after  a  long  time  and  said  that  in 
case  I  would  go  on  farther  independently,  the  administrator 
would  have  us  arrested  in  the  next  village  and  sent  bacx  to 
Samarkand  under  guard,  so  it  would  be  better  to  return  volun¬ 
tarily  and  have  another  talk  with  this  suspicious  administrator. 
Well,  we  came  1-  te  in  the  evening-  in  the  same  village  where  he 
ms  stopping  and  had  a  conference.  The  gist  of  the  talk  vv  s 
this.  The  Chief  of  Police  in  Samarkand  had  had  no  right  to 

tell  me  I  could  go  on  to  Pendshikent,  as  this  city  didn’t 
belong  to  his  district.  The  acting  Chief  of  Police  in  Pend- 
shikent  had  made  a  fai  lure  of  the  document  that  he  gave  me, 


. 
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having  forgotten  namely  to  mention  the  exact  date  and  mu.. her 
under  which  r.y  permission  from  St*  Petersburg  and  he  (the 
Ci vi  ^administrator)  being  held  responsible  for  the  district 
I  was  travelling  in,  could  under  these  circumstances  not 
allow  me  to  jo  on  any  further  as  I  could  be  something-  els  than 
a  mere  botanist.  Of  course,  such  a  last  sentence  always  carrie 
much  weight  with  the  lower  feelings  of  lots  of  military  and 
semi-military  people.)  V/ell,  I  tve  him  my  opinions  about 
treatment  of  us  people  here  and  told  him  would  complain  Ox 
this.  He  said  he  would  allow  me  to  stay  there  in  this  village 
until  a  messenger  had  arrived  from  Samarkand  as  he  v/ould 
i ]  •.  this  affair;  if  things  were  found  to  be  O.K.  I 

could  proceed  farther  on,  if  not,  I  would  have  to  return  under 
guard.  I  had  a  short  conference  with  my  men  and  then 
this  administrator  t  :at  as  it  might  ta:e  a  messen  .r  .  _  and 
from  Samarkand  from  5  to  10  or  even  12  dat  s  before  _  could 
have  been  cleared  of  his  suspicions  and  as  my  caravan  alone 
cost  me  from  15  to  20  roubles  per  day,  I  had  to  decline  his 
offer,  but  wanted  to  return  by  another  road  to  Samarkand  ar.d 
investigate  this  matter  myself  and  find  out  who  was  responsi¬ 
ble  for  this  mishap.  Well,  he  was  kind  enough  to  all:  - 

and  as  I  promised  him  I  would  not  escape,  I  didn’t  even  get 
sr.y  guard  with  me.  Hpw  our  feelings  were  again  at  these  over- 
suspicious  authorities  you  may  easily  imagine.  'ry  interpreter 
even  said  that  he  could  use  violence  with  him,  but  of  course, 

I  absolutely  forbade  anything  of  the  sort. 


*  • 
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And  so  v/e  left  then  that  village  of  Peki  on 
ly  l£,  1-10,  -ent  for  the  whole  'lay  along  an 
extremely  "bad  road  where  often  she  math  v.ent  simply  over 
sticks  and  poles,  put  slantingly  in  the  rocks  and  covered 
over  with  brush  and  dirt  and  winding  along  the  roaring'  Zarafshan 
Siver,  sometimes  level  wit  .  the  water,  then  again  several 
hundred  feet  above  it.  Tales  of  accidents  made  us  apprehen¬ 
sive  oi  the  great  dangers  of  this  road,  but  thank  Heavens, 
nothing  passed  save  the  baggage  lookiig  less  respectable  in 
the  evening  than  it  ha  e  at  the  offset.  We  had  to 

employ  3  porters  at  the  mo  t  dangerous  points  to  carry  the 
more  valuable  baggage,  for  it  was  too  unsafe  to  allow  it  to 
remain  on  the  packhorses*  bac  :s,  especially  my  satchel  where 
all  passports  and  valuable  papers  are  stored.  When,  for 
instance,  my  letter  of  credit,  together  with  the  passports 
had  gotten  down  in  the  deep,  I  could  almost  as  well  have  shot 
myself,  the  more  as  1000  roubles  in  paper  money  w-  s  also  among 
its  contents.  It  is  my  polio,'  to  have  all  ray  veu  uable 
belongings  in  only  one  race,  tacle  whicl  has  to  be  strong, 
not  to  be  too  heavy  to  be  carried  easily  by  one  _  .on,  but 

also  not  to  be  so  light  that  one  easily  can  rvl  away  with  it 
and  which  piece  of  baggage  alwa;  s  has  to  be  tn  :eu  care  of  the 

very  first  t  ing  and  which  is  always  at  nijrt  at  ny  om  head. 
Well,  we  passed  this  ro:  i,  hi  oh  is  one  of  the  worst  I  l.-ve 
seen  in  ny  life,  safe  nd  scun  .  »  that  night  beneath 
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old  apricot  trees  in  th  •  court  of  a  local  dignitary  in  the 

K  '-s  town  of  Orono,  si  tuated  in  the  rich  valley  of  the 
Zarafshan. 

o 

On  Wednesday ,  July  13,  we  follwed  the  Zarafshan  the 

A 

whole  day  and  passed  several  villages,  where  orchards  of 
apricots,  mulberries  and  walnuts  intermingled,  file  vegeta¬ 
tion,  however,  is  almost  absent.  Naturally  a  dry  climate, 
one  long  occupation  of  men  has  exterminated  what  little  there 
formerly  grew  upon  the  mountain  slopes  and  in  the  glens  and 
today  everything  is  scorched  and  barren. 

On  Thursday ,  July  14,  we  left  the  town  of  Langar, 

9 

where  ve  had  stopped  for  the  night  and  passed  through  a 
region  where  almost  no  level  spot  was  found  at  all;  everywhere 
mountains  and  precipices,  all  rock  and  cliffs.  As  a  result 
no  villages  were  found  and  as  distances  were  too  long  to 
carry  away  oody  vegetation,  we  found  lots  of  interesting 

plants:  Pi st aches ,  almonds  in  5  species,  P]  mus  di  varies,  ta, 
Liaples,  junipers ,  Coluteas,  etc.  In  the  herbarium  material 

I  sent  off  few  weeks  age,  you  will  find  inana  labels  oeari: 
the  date  of  July  14,  1910.  As  I  had  to  do  ti  1  the  collecting 
myself,  my  men  not  being  intelligent  n  ;h  for  it,  I  was 
rather  tired  that  day  and  was  ^lad  to  sleep  ag:  in  on  the 
porch  of  a  Ibhammedan  'bsque,  notwithstanding  a  strong  wind 
blew  all  .ight  through  the  tall  walnut  trees  and  made  one 
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dream  of  storms  at  sea  and  fights  in  fore 

Friday,  July  15,  saw  us  leave  Wishiet  v.  ..  .to  in 
the  afternoon  we  came  b:  ,ck  •  gain  in  Pendshikent,  where  our 
early  returning  caused  lots  of  surprise,  for  we  had  said  we 
would  at  .  ,t  at  leatt  one  month.  A  now  rent  to  the 
police  again  ai  “ound  out  my  name  had  been  "booked,  but  that 

the  ■  cting  chief  of  F.  was  at  fault.  Then  the  horsemen, 
v/hom  I  had  paid  100  roubles  in  advance  besides  having  them 
leaded  money  on  the  road  wouldn’t  return  the  money  and  we 
had  to  ask:  the  assistance  of  the  police  and  a  judge  to  get 
most  of  it  "back.  Still  over  12  roubles  7  had  to  lose  by  it, 
besides  finding  it  an  extremely  unpleasant  labor  which  lasted 
all  through  Friday  evening  and  Saturday,  July  16.  The  guide 
whom  I  had  given  some  money  to  got  dead  drunk  and  made  troubles 
wor.e.  Yes,  this  whole  trip  was  tragic-comical!  It  is  od 
that  I  am  sufficiently  hardened  off  to  stand  a  wee  bi;b  of 
trouble,  otherwise  such  matters  are  able  to  make  one  lose 
temper  and  sense. 

On  Sunday,  July  17,  we  left  Pendshikent  again  by 
cart  and  after  a  long  day’s  ride  we  arrived  in  Samarkand  at 

9  P.  IT. 

On  Tuesday,  next  I  went  to  .  -ever nor  of  Samarkand 
and  complained  verbally  about  this  treatment  I  had  experienced 
at  the  hands  of  his  sub- ordinates.  Jell,  he  ms  a  very  kind 
man,  had  all  thin  und  out  straight  away  and  in  less  than 


. 
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an  hour  I  had  a  paper  in  ray  possession  giving  me  full  rights 
to  travel  in  t'  same  district  I  had  been  chased  out.  The  very 
administrator  who  had  been  so  suspicious,  was  smiles  all  over 
and  pointed  out  places  on  the  map  where  many  plants  were  found 
and  offered  to  collect  material  even.  And  there  the  thing 
rests.  The  main  culprit  is  the  acting  Chief  of  Police  of 
Pendshiicent  who  forgot  his  dates  and  numbers,  but  the  second 
one  is  the  Chief  of  Police  of  Samarkand,  who  told  me  to  go  on, 
without  seeing  the  Governor  first,  although  it  would  have  been 
better  to  do  so.  I  told  the  Governor  it  was  no  honor  for  Iftzssia, 
that  a  scientific  expedition  of  a  foreign  nation  came  to  nav.ght 
through  incapacity  of  Russian  officials  who  certainly  ought  to 
Know  their  business  as  regards  routes  and  papers.  He  looked 
rather  serious  when  hearing  this  and  1  suppose  the  matter  may 
still  have  a  tail  for  the  officials  concerned. 

when  in  Samarkand, .  my  interpreter  in  the  meantime 
found  out  that  certain  things  had  been  taken  from  his  dwelling- 
while  absent  and  he  made  this  as  an  excuse  for  not  willing  to 
go  any  longer  with  me,  althou  h  I  knew  that  it  was  the  hard¬ 
ships  v/ith  me  and  the  want  of  the  ’’flesh  pots  of  dgypt”  that 
made  him  stay  bac c.  He  promised,  however,  to  accompany  me  to 

Tashkent  and  fine  me  another  interpreter,  but  after  having  had 
■private  troubles  at  me,  he  also  didn’t  want  to  o  that  and 
left  me  alone.  NOW  I  could  have  gone  to  the  police  and  forced 


. 
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hirn  to  . stay  with  me  as  I  had  a  witness  that  I  had  engaged 
him  _ or  at  least  one  month,  out  I  had  in  mind  an  old  Dutch 
saving:  mi  ->  onwillige  honden  is  ’t  slecht  hazen  vangen”. 

”It  is  a  had  Job  catching  hares  with  unwilling  dogs.”  And 
in  my  work  especially,  if  people  don’t  put  a  little  sympathy 
into  it,  one  gets  almost  nothing  accomplished  at  all. 

.fell,  on  Wednesday,  July  20,  the  interpreter  1  ft 
me  and  I  labelled  and  packed  in  collected  seeds  and  plants 

for  several  days  there  in  Samarkand  and  not  until  a  week 
later  did  I  find  another  suitable  fellow,  viz.,  on  July  2. 
anu.  for  fear  that  he  too  might  catch  wind  of  mountain  climbing 
difficulties  I  toon  him  off  the  same  night  to  Tashkent.  Here 

1  found  that  seeds  which  I  expected  Hr.  Paletsky  from  Chartchui 
to  have  sent  toe.  party  here  hadn’t  arrived  yet  and  that  few- 
other.  new  seeds  were  to  be  found  here  and  as  such  I  shipped  the 

2  cases  off  in  which  mostly  material  is  found  from  my  stay  in 
and  near  Samarkand. 

On  Wednesday  evening-,  August  3,  the  2  cases  v/ere 
res.dy  to  go  but  the  express  office  was  closed  and  the  next  day 
the  interpreter  got  intoxicated  and  never  showed  up  for  the 
whole  day,  but  on  Friday,  Augufct  5,  the  cases  went  in  the 
morning  and  the  interpreter  at  night.  Che  man  had  to  be  home 
in  Samarkand  anyway  for  a  few  days  and  I  found  him  to  be  so 
utterly  uncultured  and  even  illiterate,  that  I  didn’t  want 
him  bac .  .  U .  official,  representing  a  foreign  govern- 
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ment,  one  cannot  afford  to  "be  tied  up  with  such  sort  of 
people.  If  distances  were  not  so  tremendous  here  in  ia 
I  would  make  a  trip  to  5ai .  ra  or  j!;.  Petersburg  aid  find  me 
an  intelligent  wan  again,  but--on  the  other  hand  the  short- 
ness  of  tiem  I  would  emply  such  a  man  does  not  warrant  all 
the  outlays. 

■11,  as  I  wrote  you,  I  sent  money  and  instructions 
to  my  old  interpreter,  Chou  Hai  Ting,  in  ijashgar  and  I 
suppose  he  is  already  on  the  road  to  me,  in  a  week  perhaps 
he  may  he  here  and  then  I  will  leave  for  China.  I.&ybe  it 
will  he  easier  there  than  it  is  here. 

'.oil,  Mr.  Ite, ir child,  this  is  an  old-fashioned  letter 
again;  I  hope  you  can  wade  through  it. 

With  best  of  regards,  also  to  all  in  our  office,  I 

remain 


Yours  respectfully, 


.  . 
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Ta  shkent ,  Yurk  es  tar: , 
August  29,  1910. 


Kiss  Grace  I  .  Cramer, 

Scecut  i  ve  As  si  st  ant  to  Dr  •  i'ai  rch '  1  d, 
U.  3.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Yashingt  on,  D.  C. 


Dear  Hiss  Cramer: 

Your  kind  messages  of  July  1,  July  5  and  of  July  26 
(2  letters)  reached  me  here  O.K.  with  their  respective  enclo¬ 
sures.  Firstly  let  me  cordially  congratulate  you  with  your 
promotion  and  your  rank,  although  I  must  confess  your  official 
address  is  rather  lengthy. 

In  your  letter  of  July  5,  1910,  I  notice  how  some 
things  arrived  in  good  condition,  how  other  things  were  dead! 
Yes,  your  remark*  about  hot  conditions  of  "both  spheres  of 
despatch  and  of  receipt  having  c  -ntributed  apparently  to  the 
health  of  the  objects  seem  true,  although  unexplainable. 

Your  fourth  of  July  was  safe  and  sane,  eh,  well, 
good  for  you  and  the  American  public  at  large.  ihould 

we  blow  young,  healthy  people  to  pieces  simply  to  snow  we 
are  celeb,,  at  ing. 

In  letter  of  July  26  I,  1910,  I  see  how  various 
letters  of  mine  have  been  received.  And  Dr.  Galloway  already 
in  Japan!  Travel  g  i  .  nowadays,  doesn*t  it?  And  one 

suitcase  full  of  exploration  necessities  was  thou  i’7 1 o  last 
for  15  years.  Dear  me,  (a..  English  >ssion,  by  the  way) . 
Dr.  Galloway  will  soon  find  out  it  isn't  half  enough.  Did 
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he  get  hit  "bales  oi  •  1  gmun  mss  already  and  oil  paper, 
cotton  cloth,  Chinese  ink  to  write  addresses  with,  etc.? 

He  will  soon  find  out  what  it  means  to  "be  an  explorer  out 
in  the  field.' 

A  •  poor  Miss  Hurdle!  I  never  knew  she  was  as  had 
as  th  t.  fell,  she  was  from  southern  stock  and  lived  in  a 
had  climate.  Ho  wonder  she  died  so  young.  She  was  religious, 
however,  wasn't  she,  so  maybe  she  is  better  off  nov. . 

Your  second  letter  of  July  26,  1910,  in  which  returned 
check  ms  enclosed  tells  me  how  you  paid  the  premium  on  my 
bond,  amounting  to  six  dollars.  L!y  special  thanks  to  you  for 
this  act  of  kindness  and  herewith  please  find  enclosed  my  check 
for  that;  a  moux it  (  X  .00) 

Well,  what  else  shall  I  tell  you.  7  am  at  ill 
without  ray  assistant  or  in  rpreter,  although  I  expect  my 
Chinese  ii  terpreter  from  Kashgar  at  almost  any  moment.  The 
heat  is  beginning  to  abate  here,  out  still  it  is  hot  at  times. 

Well,  kiss  Cramer,  accept  with  all  in  our  offic  , 
the  best  of  greetings  from 

Yours  sincerely, 

FRA  K  IT.  1.  T  Hi. 
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Tashkent,  Tuikesta  , 
August  31,  1910. 


Dear  !  r .  Pai  rch  i  1  dj 

Herewith  I  am  sending-  you  in  2  separate  envelopes 
as  registered  letters  one  package  of  photos,  numbered  551  to 
611  inoli  sive,  (61  piece#  all  tol  .  .  e  package  of  films 

numbered  551-611  inclusive  with  film  601  missing  or  rhther 
602,  2  different  picture..  e  off  (ho.  601  and  602).  There 
are  some  fine  pictures  among  this  lot,  but  a  few  are  also 
quite  poor,  especially  some  that  I  had  developed  and  printed 
here  in  Tashkent,  where  the  photographer  ruined  several  of 
my  films  by  not  using-  the  right  sort  of  a  developer.  In 
general  there  are  not  as  many  photos  as  I  wished  to  have 
made,  but  as  I  am  restricted  by  special  order  only  to  items 
of  Botanical  interest,  I  don’t  want  to  run  the  risks  of 
getting-  into  troubles  by  taking-  other  pictures,  the  more  as 
I  am  quite  alone  nowadays  and  even  when  not  alone,  had  helpers 

'"'h°  v/ere  no1}  competent  to  deal  diplomatically  with  the  author¬ 
ities  here. 

I  have  a  bit  of  good  news  to  mention,  7iz.,  I  got  a 
telegram  today  from  my  old  interpreter  in  Kashgar,  Chow  Hai 
Ting,  that  he  has  set  off  to  meet  me  here  in  Tashkent  and  will 
arrive  within  &  week.  I  also  got  a  letter  of  a  .Swedish 
missionary  in  Kashgar,  .ev.  John  Toxmqui st ,  who  is  assisting 
i-.r.  Ting  and  he  will  see  to  it  .,pers  are  in 

shape  so  thi  t  he  may  pass  the  difficult  Russian  frontier. 

I  too  got  my  papers  already  from  the  Governor  General  here  and 
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as  soon  as  the  man  turns  up  we  will  be  ready  to  depart. 

Ihen  the  Consul  in  3a  to  urn  has  been  sending  'me  these 
last  days  a  bunch  ol  mail  and  there  are  several  letters  among 
it  from  you  and  I  will  herewith  answer  them. 

Letter  of  July  2,  If  10,  -.bout  photos.  Yes,  I  am  very 
glad  to  have  l'r.  Crandall’s  suggestions  in  regard  to  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  photos  I  take.  I  have  been  overexposing*,  I  unow, 
but  the  light  here  is  so  intense,  that  one  does  it  even  with 
a  very  short  exposure.  Then,  I  have  nobody  to  toil  me  much 
about  peculiarities  of  Turkestan  light  and  its  effects.  The 
photographers  here  in  Turkestan  number  few  and  are  very  little 
experienced  outside  of  protrait  taking1.  I  saw  some  landscapes 
taken  by  the  best  photographer  here  in  Tashkent,  that  were 
failures  from  a  specialists’  point  of  view.  A  perfect  explorer 
of  any  kind  should  have  had  a  thorough  photographic  training! 
But  he  should  know  so  many  other  things  besides,  that  I  must 
confess  there  would  be  only  a  few  r ortals  on  this  whole  globe 
of  ours  who  would  be  considered  absolutely  fit  to  fill  the 
post.  Phis  in  earnest! 

Letter  of  ul;  5,  1910,  re  Erivan  alfalfa.  Yes,  I 
riting  -  .  ,  fflis  to  ship,  if  possible,  100  lbs. 

of  it  for  Prof.  I-iper’s  use  to  the  Consul  in  Batoum  who  will 


further  take  care  of  it. 
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Letter  of  Juj.y  9,  1910.  informing  me  25  little 
■blotter  books  have  been  sent  me  to  collect  herbarium  specimens 
in.  I  also  got  a  letter  from  Mr.  I.  P.  Roosa,  dated  July  21, 
1910,  that  a  crate  containing  these  books,  and  weighing  20 
lbs.  had  been  sent  off  from  Lew  York  per  S.3.  Konig  Albert. 

ITow  as  these  books  weigh  only  20  lbs.,  culdn* t  our  shipping 
rce  have  made  two  parcels  of  them  and  shipped  by  post. 

It  would  have  gone  quicker  and  easier  for  me  here  and  probably 
less  expensive.  I  will  let  you  know  as  soon  as  I  hear  from 
the  Consul  in  Batoum  about  the  arrival  of  that  crate. 

Letter  of  July  15,  lb  lb,  with  enclosure  Mr.  Xappone’ s 
letter  of  June  29th,  1910,  and  notice  of  settlement  from  the 
auditor.  I  see  my  accounts  have  been  settled  up  :  arch  31, 

1910,  apparently  Lt  out  a  hitch,  t  Heavens! 

.witter  of  July  14,  1.10,  tell  in  le  that  the  small 
camera  I  sent  from  Baku  arrived  in  good  condition.  0.  K.  Has 
the  .  ackage  of  photographic  plates  from  fiflis  also  turned  up 
already? 

Latter  of  July  20,  1910,  with  enclosure  of  a  letter 
of  Mr.  A.  Zappone  of  July  16,  1910,  giving  the  information  that 
warrant  Ho.  141  for  $5000.00  has  been  issued.  Up  to  the  present 
this  piece  of  paper  hasn’t  turned  up  yet.  I  hop  it  will  have 
been  sent  by  registered  mail! 

Is  it  necessary  that  I  ac  .  iappone’s 

letters  to  him  directly  or  indirectly? 


,  , 
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[hen  I  received  the  following  bulletins  of  Foreign 
Plant  Introduction,  Nos#  31,  32,  33,  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  39 
and  40.  [hey  are  an  interesting  lot  and  give  me  a  pretty 
good  idea  of  the  activities  of  our  office  in  this  line  of  work. 

Ho.  26927,  Hedioago  falcata,  interest  me  very  much 
as  this  is  the  first  time  I  see  a  notice  that  it  is  grown  as 
a  regularly  cultivated  plant,  a  thing  Professor  Hansen  was  not 
able  to  tell  us  anything  about. 

ITo.  26983,  Sagi 1 1 a r i a  sp . , ,  v/n i ch  you  procured  from 
the  Port  Arthur  Restaurant  is  very  much  used  in  Jentral  China. 

•* 

One  gets  it  invariably  dished  up  in  soups  and  stews  and  with 
fish,  always  cooked  and  cut  in  small  pieces,  rhe  taste,  how¬ 
ever,  is  fl&t  and  doesn’t  appeal  much  to  us  white  people. 

C  inese,  however,  say  the  same  of  our  potatoes  and  when  they 
use  them,  they  prefer  them  with  a  sugar-syrup  poured  over 
them,  like  they  u  se  their  Yams  (Dio scorer  decaisneana. ) 

I  agree  with  Hr.  J.  :obert  loose  that  some  of  the 
varieties  of  millet,  like  Ho.  27556,  will  afford  the  man  who 
places  them  properly  prepared  on  the  market  as  a  breakfast 
food,  a  good  steady  Income*  You  tested  some  yourself,  too, 
at  ray  suggestion,  as  you  probably  still  remember •  I  wonder 
why  so  often  the  specific  names  of  my  introductions -have  been 
omitted,  'knee  for  instance,  Ho*  27512.  nos pp r o s  L o  ■■» , 


This  is  I).  Lotus  and  nothing  else,  not  L*  ap. 


*  * 


" 


- 


* 

« 

< 

t 
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'That  Carica  papaya  has  perhaps  a  future  as  a  hot 
house  commercial  fruit  strikes  me  as  worth  making  a  solid 
experiment  with  in  one  of  our  greenhouses  in  Washington. 

It.  Jose  D.  Husoanda  is  remarkably  active  in  send¬ 
ing  so  many  things.  liy,  Chili,  has  a  rema richly  rich  and 

useful  flora!  What  a  pity  its  climate  is  so  -very  temperate. 
Australia,  si  ania,  Leira,  the  Canary  Islands  are  the 
places  where  Ch  lean  plant  immigrants  will  feel  mostly  at 
home,  of  course  in  California,  too,  but  still  Chilean  plants 
are  in  general  not  very  easy  to  handle,  many  of  them  do  better 
as  cool  greenhouse  plants  in  Yfesten  Cur  ope,  thrh  as  outdoor 
objects  in  California,  as  I  know  from  experience. 

And  i'r.  Oeorge  Forrest  going  out  again,  could  you 
perhaps  send  mie  a  surplus  copy  of  the  February,  1910,  number 
of  the  M  tional  Geographic  1'agazine,  where  his  experiences 
have  been  related? 

Then,  I  see  that  the  botanical  names  are  being  changed 
and  changed  over  again.  The  good  old  Hibiscus  esculent  us  has 
bedome  Abelmoschus  esc,  and  some  names  I  eo  not  recognize  at 
all  any  more. 

In  .  .7802  the  sentence  "Remarkable  as  a  windbreak" 
etc.,  ought  to  be  ch  nged  to  "Be c ommendab 1 e ,  etc." 

Z&,  .  unns  pumila,  surely  is  not  F.  Pumi la . 


I  cannot  say  exactly  v/hat  it  is,  because  my  own  number  is  not 
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mentioned,  but  I  sent  Cerasus  pro  at  rata  at  that  time.  r. 
pumila  is  a  sand  cherry,  confined  to  North  America  only,  for 
so  far  as  I  know. 

And  I.Tiss  Pifer  telling  us  that  the  eating-  of  Udo  has 
a  quieting  effect  upon  our  nerve 01  Th  ee  cheers  for  tl 

its  introducer  and  cultivators::  Well,  celery  also  has 
that  reputation  and  Panax  ins  eng  has  also  strange  capacities, 
affecting  the  nervoua  item.  Udo  is  r  j  doth 

and  it  is  very  likely  to  possess  certain  beneficial  medicinal 
properties. 

I  also  notice  that  a  good  many  purely  tropical  plants 
have  come  in  ol  late.  What  a  pity  we  have  no  establsihment  in 
the  irai  ediate  neighborhood  of  a  tropical  region  to  take  care  of 
all  such  things. 

Well,  this  is  about  all  to  say.  I  close  with 

kindest  regards,  also  to  all  in  our  office, 

Respectfully  yours, 

FIiA..k  L.  KiYER. 
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Dear  Mr,  Blairchildj 


Tashkent ,  Turkestan, 

Sept  ember  12,  1 9  10 , 


i.8  You  see,  I  am  still  in  Tashkent,  hut  may  "be  only 
one  or  two  days  from  now  I  will  he  able  to  leave  for  China 
or  do  something  else.  I.y  old  Chinese  interpreter  of  whom  I 
wrote  you  a  few  times  is  here  already  for  one  week.  I  had 
been  in  hopes  that  he  would  have  been  ,ble  to  find  us  a  native 
guide  who  could  have  gone  along  with  us  to  Kashgar,  but  as 
fate  would  have  it,  the  Chinese  here  that  are  available  are 
nearly  all  of  a  different  speech  than  he  and  the  real  natives 
(the  SartsJ  talk  with  quite  different  speech  here  from  what 
they  do  in  Kashgar.  We  are  in  negotiation  at  present  with 
sever  1  men  who  may  go.  The  one  I  like  best  is  a  German  who 
has  been  here  for  14  years  and  knows  both  Russian  and  oart 
and  knows  the  ways  of  the  country,  too,  which  is  worth  as 
much  as  the  languages,  I  am  beginning  to  acquire  Russian  in 
a  limited  way,  but  to  face  the  police  with  their  suspicious 
inquiries  one  must  know  how  to  meet  them  on  their  own  ..round 
and  I  think  this  present  German  knows  hov;.  He  is  in  negotia¬ 
tions  with  various  police  and  oik  r  agencies,  paid  already 
2.45  roubles  for  necessary  stamps  for  passports  and  1.50 
roubles  bribes  to  get  the  papers  through  quickly  and  although 
the  first  2  documents  are  signed  already  the  other  2  necessary 


. 


♦ 

> 


. 

. 


. 


- 
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are  not  at  hand.  vet.  bl  i  .  couple  of  day®  we  hope  to  get 
them,  perhaps  by  dropping  a  few  mere  coins  in  the  hards  of 
willing  receivers.  It  is  a  1  .ad  i  ere.’ .' 

i.y  Chinaman  may  only  stay  7  days  here  on  his  present 
passport,  I  suppose  tomorrow  he  will  have  to  "bribe  the  police 
or  go  through  lots  of  formalities  to  obtain  a  prolong  tion  of 
his  permit.  Veil,  we  will  see  how  things  go  these  next  days. 

I  am  getting  thoroughly  tired  of  all  this  delay  here  and  have 
not  decided  as  yet  what  I  am  going  to  do  in  case  more  troubles 
come  up.  In  addition  we  have  the  x'act  that  Cholera  is  at 
present  among  us,  althou.h  apparently  not  in  a  very  virulent 
form,  then  malaria  is  rather  strong  at  present,  together  with 
an  epidemic  cold  in  the  head  and  most  of  ub  suffer  more  or  less 

*  M. 

from  it  and  the  very  greater  part  of  us  white  people  here  are 
not  quite  .ell. 

Veil,  things  will  pass  again,  1  will  let  you  know 
soon  how  natters  are  running. 

Respectfully  yours, 

FRAIIK  .  .  1EYER. 

1.3.  The  warrant  for  $5000  hasn’t  come  as  yet.  I  have 

V 

written  the  Consul  in  Batoum  about  it.  Please  see  whether  it 
was  sent  registered  or  not.  It  may  be  lot.  I  won’t  wait 
for  it  here  in  Tashkent,  but  as  soon  as  I  lav  w  that  I  can 
on  to  Kashgar,  I  will  write  the  Consul  to  forward  me  my  mail 
there. 
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*  ,  , 


October  3,  1910. 


Dear  I  r .  Efeirch.  i  1  •!; 

Herewith  I  am  enclosing  my  accounts  for  the  past 
quarter,  July,  August  and  September,  1910.  V/ould  you  mindly 
turn  them  over  to  those  who  are  squaring  my  financial  matters? 

I  also  have  enclosed  my  itinerary  report  for  the 
past  three  months  in  which  you  can  see  that  travelling  in 
this  police-ridden  land  i M  far  from  agreeable  to  a  liberty- 
loving  man. 

Tomorrow  I  will  write  you  a  letter  about  what  we 
saw  these  last  days. 

I  rezrn  ith  best  of  wishes,  also  to  all  in  the 

office, 


lours  respectfully, 

. 


ITIUIERY  REPORT  OF  FRANK  N.  MEYER 
Covering  the  Period  of  July  1  to  Sept.  30,  1910. 

July 

1  In  Samarkand.  New  interpreter  enters  service.  Con¬ 

ferences  about  various  things.  Correspondence  attended  to. 
Z  In  Samarkand.  Negotiations  with  a  Russian  ex-forest 

and  game  keeper  to  accompany  me  as  guide  in  the  mountains. 


I.ail  sent  off 


ft 


. 


*  . 


. 


. 

. 
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July 

3  Visit  with  the  interpreter  to  grain  market  in  Old 
Samarkand,  buying  grains,  Motes  made. 

4  With  interpreter  to  the  Bank,  Police,  post  office, 
etc.  Correspondence  attended  to. 

5  negotiation  with  cart  men  and  horse  dealers.  Sup¬ 
plies  bought,  ba&gage  packed  and  stored. 

6  Left  Samarkand  by  cart  for  Pendshikent,  whole  day- 
on  road.  (66  V/erst). 

7  In  Pendshikent.  Baying  grains  on  market.  Negotia¬ 
tions  with  horse  men  and  police. 

8  Left  Pendshikent  with  a  caravan  of  6  horses  and  6  men, 
me  included.  Left  at  6  A.M.  and  arrived  at  9  P.M.  in  a 

mountain  village  called  Stood. 

9  Collecting  herbarium  material  and  seeds  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  near  Stood.  Left  at  noon  again  and  arrived  at  a 
cold  mountain  lake  at  sunset.  Collected  plants  enroute. 

10  Left  the  lake  at  7  A.M.  Climbed  a  steep,  barren 
mountain  and  camped  at  sundown  along  a  mountain  stream. 
Collected  plants  and  seeds  enroute. 

11  Left  camp  at  6  A.M.  passed  wild  and  rocky  scenery. 
Collected  herbarium  material  and  seeds  enroute.  Came 
across  police  authorities  and  were  sent  back.  Stayed 
for  the  night  in  Peki. 

12  Left  at  7  A.M*  Passed  along  an  exceedingly  bad 
mountain  road  and  arrived  in  Orono  at  5  P.M,  Had  con¬ 


ferences  with  . olice 
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Jul; 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 


Left  at  7  A* M*  went  through  sterile  mountain  regions, 
no  plants  found.  Stayed  for  the  night  at  Langar. 

Left  at  7  A.I.I.  Ihssed  through  a  section  very  rich 
in  drought-resi stent  plants,  collected  many  seeds  and 
much  herbarium  material.  Stayed  for  the  night  in  Uishist. 

Left  at  8  A. II.  and  arrived  in  Pendshikent  at  4  P.I,:. 
lany  difficulties  with  the  horse  men  about  getting  money 
back. 

In  Pendshikent •  Troubles  with  horsemen,  police,  guide, 
etc.  Dried  herbarium  material. 

Left  Pendshikent  for  Samarkand  by  cart.  Prom  6  A. II. 
to  9  P.3  .  on  the  road.  Very  dusty. 

Conferences  with  interpreter  and  guide  in  Samarkand. 

Cot  baggage  out  of  storage,  sent  telegram,  unpacked  things 
and  dried  seeds  and  herbarium  material. 

Went  to  see  the  Governor  and  Police  in  Samarkand. 
Labelled  collected  material. 

In  rkand.  Difficulties  with  interpreter.  Label¬ 
ling  collected  material. 

Labelling  and  packing  ^rbarium  material  in  Samarkand. 

Labelling  and  packing  herbarium  material  in  Sam  r.cand. 

Labelling  and  packing  herbarium  material  in  Samarkand. 

In  Samarkand.  '.Vriting  notes. 

In  Samarkand.  Y/riting  notes. 

In  Samarkand.  Conferences  with  a  new  interpreter. 
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July 

In  Samarkand.  Writing  notes. 

In  Samarkand,  Jngaged  new  interpreter,  packed  in 
baggage  and  left  at  night  by  train  for  Tashkent. 

Y/ent  with  interpreter  to  Police,  Panic,  post  office, 

etc. 

"Visit  to  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Tashkent  in 
forenoon;  went  to  Agricultural  experiment  St- t ion  in 
afternoon.  Had  talks  with  various  specialists. 

Attended  to  correspondence. 

August 

1  Visit  to  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Tashkent.  Saw 
] oniatowsky.  Went  to  see  a  German  nurseryman  in 

:ent.  Inquired  for  new  interpreter. 

2  Visit  to  Governor- Gen  opal,  to  Engineer  3c  hap  sky,  to 
shipping  offices.  Received  baggage. 

3  Visit  to  :k) v ernor-General  again  for  passports. 

Packed  in  seeds  and  herbarium  material  for  shipment. 

4  Interpreter  intoxicated.  Work  at  standstill. 

5  Deliverance  of  2  boxes  with  seeds  and  herbarium  mater¬ 
ial  to  shi  pi  ;  office  in  Tashkent.  Interpreter  sent  away. 


6 

Unwell. 

Iieat  is  very  great. 

7 

Unwell . 

Heat  is  very  great. 

8 

Unwel 1 . 

Correspondence  attended 

to . 

9 

Unwell. 

Correspondence  attended 

to. 

10 

Unwell . 

Correspondence  attended 

to. 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 
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August 


11 

Unwell.  Correa  ondence  attended  to. 

12 

Visit  to  native  city,  i  action  of  a  fruit  garde]  . 

13 

Tjits  to  various  people  to  find  a  new  Interpreter. 

15 

Studied  imps  and  notes. 

16 

Studied  maps  arid  notes. 

17 

Visit  to  lerman  nurseryman  in  regard  to  an  assistant 

18 

Studying  botanical  works  of  Turkestan 

19 

Studying  botanical  works  of  Turkestan. 

20 

’Siting  a  report,  whole  day. 

22 

Vent  botanizing  in  vicinity  f  Tashkent. 

23 

Heading-  notes  on  flora  of  Turkestan. 

24 

Readhing  notes  on  flora  of  Turkestan. 

25 

Heading  notes  on  flora  of  Turkestan. 

26 

Heading  nptes  on  flora  of  Turkestan. 

27 

Photos  having  developed  and  printed. 

28 

Attened  to  Correspondence 

30 

Attended  to  correspondence. 

31 

Attended  to  correspondence.  Photos  sent  off. 

September 


1 

Attended  to  correspondence  (in  Tashkent). 

2 

Attended  to  correspondence  (in  Tashkent). 

3 

Attended  to  correspondence  (in  gUashkSttt). 

5 

Chinese  interpreter  arrived.  Balks  with  him. 

6 

Hunting  for  an  assist?  at. 

7  Heading  botanical  works. 
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September 

8  ’Vent  to  see  a  new  assistant. 

9  Talks  with  various  prospective  assistants. 

10  Correspondence  attended  to. 

12  Heading  botanical  works . 

13  Heading  botanical  orks . 

14  3o tani zing  in  vicinity  of  "’ash dent . 

15  Went  to  Police  about  passport  matters, 

16  leading  iotanical  wo  rice  and  making  notes. 

17  7$  ought  supplies  in  Tashkent .  Pa  Iks  cart  men  and 

prospective  assistants. 

19  Supplies  bought  in  Tashkent.  Engaged  new  interpreter, 
negotiations  with  various  cartment.  Packed  in  all  baggage. 

20  Left  Tashkent  by  wagon.  Stayed  for  the  night  in 
pee.  Inspected  fruit  gardens  and  markets. 

21  By  wagon  from  Tut epee  to  Chant ak.  Passed  most  of  the 
day  throu  ;h  the  desert . 

22  By  wagon  from  Chantak  to  Khodjend.  Passed  pretty 
near  the  whole  day  through  the  desert. 

23  In  Khodjend.  Inspection  of  mar  lost.  Visits  to  police 

and  seed  stores.  Troubles  with  wagon  drivers.  Hioto- 

graphed. 

24  Left  Khodjend  by  2  native  earti  .  Stayed  in  [Cost sties 
for  the  -  '  ht*  Passed  many  fruit  gardens  during  the  day. 

25  Left  at  2  A.r.  Passed  nearly  the  whole  day  through 

the  desex-t.  Stayed  in  Pattar  for  the  night. 


- 


■ 
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Septem.be: 

Left  at  2  A.:'.  Passed  through  stony  and  sandy 
deserts.  Saw  many  Oleaster  trees  along  watercourses. 
Arrived  at  sundown  in  Kokand.  All  things  covered  with 
dust  and  we  looked  all  gray,,  too.  Hotels  wouldn’t  let 
us  come  An  until  we  mss  ports. 

27  Visits  to  native  city  and  to  seed  stores  in  Kokand. 

28  Market  day  today.  Visits  to  fruit  and  grain  market, 
samples  of  fruits  and  seeds  bought.  Negotiations  with 
cart  men. 

29  Packing  in  of  baggage  and  left  by  train  for  1  argelaii. 
Visit  to  Forester  Ottendorf  in  3'argelan. 

30  Visits  to  Governor,  Police,  and  Mr,  Ottendorf  in 
Ihrgelan.  Difficulties  with  passports. 


THE  HID 
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And! shan,  'Turkestan, 
October  4,  1910. 


Dear  'a.  Fairchild: 

As  you  see,  I  am  now  at  the  terminus  of  the  Central 
Asian  R.  R.  and  vill  write  you  from  here  a  short  report  of 
what  passed  over  our  heads  these  last  weeks.  I  wrote  you 
several  times  from  Tashkent  abort  all  the  delays  I  experienced 
there,  and  so  I  need  not  repeat  you  how  un:  leasant  my  stay  was 
there.  I  also  informed  you  that  I  was  in  negotiations  with  a 
new  interpreter ,  and  the  difficulties  we  experienced  in  getting 
the  necessary  papers.  ell,  this  interpreter  then  had  told  me 
that  he  would  have  his  permits  at  the  very  last  on  Friday, 
September  25.  As  it  became  evening,  however,  he  hadn’t  got 
them  yet  and  then  ?  told  him  I  would  go  without  him  on  Ilonday 
morning.  The  next  day,  however,  he  saw  the  police  again  and 
through  the  assistance  of  a  friend  and  some  loose  cash  he  got 
his  papers.  Phen  we  changed  our  plans  and  instead  of  going 
alone  on  ITonday,  with  the  Chinese  interpreter  and  taking  the 
$rain,  we  hired  a  wagon  and  went  on  Tuesday,  Ge  or  £0, 

1910.  The  reasons  for  by  wagon  were  many.  First,  I 

have  an  awful  amount  of  b  .  e,  close  upon  1200  lbs.,  which 
is  very  inconvenient  to  ship  by  baggage,  the  more  as  some  of 
it  is  not  accepted  by  the  railroad  unless  crated,  and  that  is 
too  much  work;  2ndly,  my  interpreter  is  a  new  man,  vrtiom  I  cnew 
only  slightly  and  e  is  no  better  chance  of  learning  a 
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fellow's  characteristics  than  by  subjecting  him  to  a  roughing 
trip;  for  the  Chinese  interpreter  it  was  also  not  bad  to  learn 
how  to  travel  in  Russian  (Turkestan.  (Ehen,  in  addition,  c  . 
the  fact  that  I  could  study  the  country  much  better  by  cart 
than  from  a  train  window,  and  last  not  least,  my  health  hadn’t 
been  of  the  best  in  Tashkent  the  last  times,  and  such  a  cart 
trip  would  make  me  all  right  again. 

Well,  all  things  went  as  well  as  they  could.  In 
three  days’  time  we  covered  the  distance  from  Tashkent  to 
Khodjent,  passed  through  rice  fields,  fruit  gardens,  deserts, 
etc.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult,  however,  to  inspect  fruit 
or  vegetable  gardens  close  by,  as  all  the  plantations  are 
surrounded  with  high  mud  walls  and  strangers  are  not  admitted. 
Then  we  also  had  difficulties  in  obtaining  sufficient  food  in 
daytime,  as  the  great  ! 'o harm e dan  feast  was  in  full  start.  This 
incomprehensible  religious  feast  says  that  no  Mussulman  shall 
partake  of  food  and  dr  in  :  as  long  as  the  sun  is  in  the  skies. 

As  soon,  however,  as  that  body  sinks  down,  then  eating  and 
drinking  commences  and  merriment  is  made  until  the  break  of 
day.  The  main  meal  is  eaten  then  at  between  11  P.M.  and  1  A.  . 

.t  use  this  unhealthy  rule  has  is  as  yet  a  puzzle  to  me,  but 
this  is  certain,  it  is  most  inconvenient  to  all  travelers  and 
even  to  the  believers  themselves.  STe  often  couldn’t  get  a  cup 
of  tea  even  in  daytime,  and  ready  food  was  quite  out  of  the 


question. 
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v’oll,  on  Ft i day ,  September  23,  we  stayed  in  Khodjent 
and  wanted  to  find  some  famous  peach  varieties.  Ve  were,  how¬ 
ever,  unable  to  find  anybody  willing  or  capable  to  show  us 
a i  ounu,  and  it  was  a  j  onammedan  holiday  besides,  so  we  had  to 
jive  it  up.  Our  wagon  driver  had  become  dissatisfied  with  the 
expensiveness  of  feed  for  his  horses  and  wanted  an  extraordinary 
price  before  willing  to  go  any  further,  although  we  had  engaged 
him  for  at  least  as  far  as  Kokand.  Well,  ve  wouldn’t  give  in, 
and  engaged  two  local  two— wheeled  carts  and  left  the  next 
morning,  September  24.  On  holiday,  September  26,  we  landed  at 
sunset  in  Kokand  and  had  our  first  clean-up  in  seven  days. 

The  last  three  days  we  had  passed  most  of  the  time  through 
sanoy ,  stony  and  alkaline  deserts,  a.nd  going  sometimes  axle 
deep  in  the  dust,  so  we  and  the  baggage  were  simply  covered 
with  gray  and  brown  coats  of  desert  dust.  At  the  Ras  si  an 
hotels  we  tried  to  find  accommodation;  they  were  suspicious 
of  us  and  we  had  some  trouble  of  getting  a  roof  above  our 
heads.  We  had  to  give  our  passports  the  very  first  thing,, 
apparently  to  satisfy  the  feat  that  we  were  robbers,  return¬ 
ing  with  loot! 

In  Kokand  we  stayed  two  s,  inspected  bazar,  seeds 
and  grain  market  and  looked  over  the  fruits.  Kokand  is  reputed 
to  be  the  finest  market  in  Central  Asia,  and  I  really  expected 
to  find  many  new  things.  There  is,  however,  not  as  much  in 
our  line  as  one  might  wish  to  see.  I  got,  however,  some  samples 
of  unusual  varieties  of  a  1  moms  and  a  large  brown  chicgpoa  which 
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I  didn’t  see  'before.  There  were  also  very  fine  specimens 
of  ranates  to  be  seen,  that  is,  of  fine  color  and  size, 

but  of  very  sour  taste.  Of  grapes  the  beautiful  rosy-white 
Ohusaine  table  grape  was  very  fine  with  its  long  translucent 
berries,  v/hich  taste  remarkably  sweet. 

In  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Kokand  one  sees 
field  after  field  covered  with  cotton  interchanged  with  alfalfa 
and  "Djugara. "  This  last  can  stand  considerable  alkali  and  may 
be  of  value  in  alkaline  regions  with  long  and  hot  summers. 

One  also  notes  the  1  asses  of  Leaster  trees  that  are  everywhere 
around  the  fields  and  along  watercourses.  These  ELeagntis  trees 
exhibit  a  remarnable  variation  in  generr  1  habitus,  roductivity 
and  sizes  of  fruits.  The  bigger  part  of  them  all  seem  to  be 
seedlings,  and  are  lanted  apparently  only  as  shelter  material, 
at  least  the  fruits  of  many  are  too  astringent  to  be  edible  and 
even  of  the  larger  fruited  forms  only  here  and  there  they  col¬ 
lected  some.  It  is,  however,  a  beautiful  tree  in  the  landscape, 
especially  the  silvery-white  forms  with  the  narrow,  long  leaves. 

On  Thursday,  September  £9,  we  left  Kokand  by  train, 
after  having  packed  our  baggage  so  that  the  railroad  v/ould 
accept  i.t.  In  the  afternoon  we  arrived  in  Mar  gel  an,  a  town 
where  the  Governor  of- the  Ferghana  Province  x  Ldes.  (The 
name- Pargelan  was  changed  last  year  into  that  of  Skobelevo,  but 
l  persist  -yet  in  calling  it  by  the  old  name,  although  the 
native  city  of  I  argelan,  where  only  Sort  people  live,  still 
retains  its  old  name.)  On  Friday,  September  SO,  we  called 
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btendorf,  a  German  Forester  in  Russian  service; 
upon  the  Governor  and  the  Police.  It.  Ottendorf  was  e: 

"busy,  having  to  give  data  about  labor  -  to  an  inspection 
commission.  The  Governor  was  out,  out  his  secretary  received 
us ,  and  promised  to  give  my  interpreter  a  special  paper,  as 
the  police  had  told  him  he  wouldn't  he  allowed  to  travel  with 
me,  as  he  is  a  German  subject.  On  Saturday,  October  1,  we 
called  again  at  police  a  quarters,  and  as  the  Chinewe  in¬ 
terpreter  also  wasn’t  allowed  to  go  with  me  in  the  mountains, 

I  decided  it  would  be  better  to  leave  this  inhospitable  burg* 

get  his  paper  at  all,  1 

had  paid  75 'Kopecks  stamp  on  an  application  for  it.  Here  in 
Russia  and  Central  Asia  in  particular  every  chief  of  police  and 
in  general  everyone  who  wears  a  uniform  is  some  sort  of  a  king 
all  by  himself  and  makes  and  altera  rules  to  suit  his  own  fancy. 

11,  ]  jft  Margelan  in  the  afternoon  of  October  1 

and  arrived  at  evening  in  Andiahan,  where  I  have  been  writing 
these  last  days.  We  saw  the  police,  of  course,  or  rather  were 
request  col  e  and  as  my  papers  are  in  good  shape,  the 

German  interpreter  is  allowed  for  the  present  to  stay,  too, 
but  we  had  to  whisk  our  Chinaman  away  to  some  native  inn, 
where  he  keeps  company  with  a  few  fellow  countrymen  and  eats 
with  them.  There  is  much  cholera  here  in  this  place,  a 
are  very  careful  wit]  foot.  Yesterd  y,  I  believe,  17 
people  died  here  from  this  dreadful  disease,  but  in  fact  there 
may  die  many  more,  for  the  f  viatic  iiohammedan  population  p  r- 
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sist  in  hiding  cases  of  sickness  and  'drink  rater  from  polluted 
places  as  if  there  were  not  such  things  as  bacilli.  die 
summer  lasts  very  long  here.  All  the  trees  are  still  in  full 
leaves,  and  where  some  have  fallen  it  is  not  from  cold,  "but 
from  drought*  I  hope  we  will  soon  net  a  cold  spell,  so  that 
I  can  send  some  scions  and  cuttings  of  various  things. 

Iy  present  interpreter  is  not  a  genius,  "but  I  will 
see  how  we  can  trod  along.  Turke stand  certainly  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  country  to  move  about;  the  moment  one  leaves 
the  railroad  questions  are  "being  asked,  and  for  every  little 
excursion  special  permits  are  necessary.  I  wouldn’t  advise 
any  one  to  select  this  lan  fo  liday  trip,  and  I  have  to 

restrain  myself  not  to  leave  this  whole  territory  as  it  is  and 
live  somewhere  in  more  peaceable  surroundings. 

11,  one  or  two  more  days  and  I  will  leave  by  cr 
for  Osh,  from  there  by  pack-horses  to  dashgar.  Some  robbers 
are  re;.  1  to  be  on  the  road,  and  they  nurdered  some  people 
here  these  last  two  nights,  but  a  botanical  collector  is  gen¬ 
erally  exempted  from  those  annoyances. 

With  best  of  wishes  and  greetings,  also  to  all  in  our 
office,  I  remain 


w spectfully  your s. 


.  . 


■ 


s 
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Kashgar,  Chinese  Turkestan. 
October  22,  1910. 


De ar  ]  'r  .  Tai  r ch  i  1  dj 

Since  a  few  days  I  am  here  in  the  capital  of  Chinese 
Turkestan.  I  have  been  busy  calling  upon  the  Consuls  and  var¬ 
ious  other  people,  hatters  with  interpreters  and  passports  are 
also  not  settled  yet,  but  we  are  in  hopes  that  these  affairs 
will  also  be  solved  in  a  satisfactory  way.  Within  a  day  or 
two  I  ..ill  write  you  more  about  our  plans. 

7ith  best  of  regards,  also  to  everyone  in  the  office, 


I  am 


lours  respectfully, 

... 


Kashgar,  Chinese  Turkestan, 
October  27,  1910. 


Tear  hr.  Fairchild: 

As  I  said  in  my  letter  a  few  hours  ago,  I  would 
write  you  a  little  more  as  soon  as  I  was  through  with  some 
more  official  correspondence  to  Consuls  and  shipping  companies* 

Well,  I  have  been  here  now  for  one  week,  busy  in 
getting  a  new  Chinese  passport,  which  I  received  two  days 
ago,  thanks  to  the  assistance  of  the  Russian  Consular  force; 
then  I  have  been  ig  information  regarding  the  country, 

its  products  and  the  ways  of  its  people  from  the  Swedish 


- 


. 

. 


* 

. 


. 


. 


. 
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missionaries  here,  from  the  English  Consul,  hr.  George 
Macartney,  and  from  "’he  Russia]  sul,  Mr.  Tonkoff .  In 
general,  there  is  not  anything  highly  remarkable  to  he  seen 
here.  The  fruits  are  decidedly  poorer  here  than  they  are  in 
Russian  Purkestan  and  far  fever  in  varieties.  They  have, 
however,  a  few  local  fruits  here  that  ar<  ,-rth  importing; 
for  instance,  a  few  strange  varieties  of  plums,  somewhat 
between  plums  and  cherries  in  general  looks;  then  some  grapes, 
which  are  said  to  be  only  locally  known;  also  fine  varieties 
of  Winter  me lens,  which  fruits  certainly  ought  to  be  boomed 
in  America  as  we  have  nothing’  lice  them,  fflie  so-called 
winter  peaches  they  have  here  re  all  cling  stones,  somewhat 
watery  and  not  very  fine  in  general.  There  are,  however, 
excellent  pomegranates  which  come  10  days’  distance  from  here, 
from  near  a  place  called  v  rghalik.  The  alfalfa  seen  here  is 
mostly  different  from  the  Russian  Turkestan  sorts  and  appar¬ 
ently  local*  I  haven’t  been  able  as  yet  to  obtain  seeds  of 
.authentic  varieties.  It  is  quite  warm  here  and  the  vegeta¬ 
tions  in  general  is  green  yet;  the  time  to  take  cuttings  will 
cone  a  few weeks  hence.  'ill,  the  British  Consul  leaves  next 
Saturday,  October  29,  for  Yarkand  and  he  wants  me  to  go  with 
him.  I  think  I  will  accompany  him  and  maybe  pick  up  some 
useful  information  enroute.  Prom  Tarkend  we  hope  to  go  rath  r 
quickly  to  l  ho  tan  and  then  to  Kferia.  When  returning-  we  expect 
to  make  side  trips  into  the  mountains  and  collect  all  the  good 
tilings  of  th  •  country  which  we  hope  to  ship  then  from  here. 


» 
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One  load  thing  is  that  the  post  office  doesn't  accept  any 
grape  vine  cuttings  for  transport.  I  wonder  how  I  vail  get 
them  out  of  this  land!  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any 
suitable  interior eter  who  can  he  useful  in  our  particular 
line  of  work*  ©le  natives  are  all  Mohammedans,  rather  ig¬ 
norant  and  of  cheaty,  unreliable  dispositions.  1  have  my 
old  Chinese  interpreter  and  the  Russian  German  one  who  speaks 
sufficiently  Turlci  to  get  along  with  and  with  these  two  and 
information  from  various  people  we  hope  to  be  able  to  accom¬ 
plish  our  aims. 

Our  trip  from  Andishan  to  this  city  was  a  success¬ 
ful  one  for  so  far  as  freedom  from  accidents  and  serious 
difficulties  was  concerned.  Me  went  by  wagon  from  Andishan 
to  Osh,  there  on  account  of  the  end  of  the  lussulman  fasting 
days  we  had  to  wait  a  couple  of  days  before  being'  able  to  get 
horses,  but  we  left  Osh  on  Sunday,  October  9,  and  went  for 
'nearly  eleven  days  through  mountains  and  valleys  until  we 
arrived  on  Wednesday,  October  19,  in  this  city.  We  had  some 
cold  weather  in  the  higher  mountain  regions  and  spent  a  few 
very  uncomfortable  nights  which  didn’t  contribute  to  the 
sweetness  of  temper  of  our  party,  but  still,  in  general  things 
went  all  right.  Botanically  the  country  is  extremely  poor; 
the  mountains  or  plains  are  arid  or  semi— arid  and  therefore 
practically  devoid  oi  any  vegetation.  On  the  nuSo.  an  ..iu e 
there  are  many  wild  grasses  yet  to  be  seen,  but  they  were 
dried  out  and  shrivelled  up  already;  on  the  wfiinese  side. 


. 


. 

* 


» 


. 

. 


* 


1138. 


however,  there  was  very  little  vegetation  at  all.  For  a  few 
da;rs  v/e  v/ent  through  absolutely  barren  regions  and  where 
vegetation  appeared,  it  was  Artemisia  and  salt  bushes.  I 
never  expected  this  country  to  be  so  desolate. 

'..'ell,  now  I  will  first  make  this  journey  to  Keria 
and  back  which  will  take  at  least  £  months  and  then  I  hope 
to  jo  farther  East.  l.y  Chinese  interpreter  has  intentions 
of  staying  here  aft  r  we  come  bock;  that  would  be  a  bad  thing 
and  might  force  me  back  to  Russia  again.  The  future  is 
decidedly  unsettled  at  present*  Tell,  when  back  here  in 
January  I  hope  to  find  some  mail  from  you.  I  am  utterly 
out  of  touch  now  with  the  whole  world. 

I  conclude  with  best  of  regards  to  all  in  our  office 

and  remain 


Yours  respectfully, 


;  .  '  ";:n. 
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Kashgar,  Chinese  Turkestan, 
October  27,  1910. 


Dear  ■•■r.  fair  chi  Li: 

After  many  difficulties  I  was  able  at  last  to  shin 
two  parcels  with  cuttings  from  here  to  the  American  Consul 
in  St.  Petersburg,  whom  I  am  notifying  about  it  and  request- 
in  fcc  them  at  his  earliest  ct  L  nee  to  you.  She 

Russian  post  office  ere  doesn’t  accept  any  parcels  straight 
to  a  foreign  country  and  so  we  have  to  send  them  by  a  round¬ 
about  my.  The  Russian  customs  house  people  too  are  vei 
careful  about  any  parcel  that  goes  via  the  Russian  Post  and 
it  took  three  days  of  negotiatio  s  before  v;e  got  the  things 
off  at  last.  We  had  to  pack  every  little  bit  under  the  very 
;he  officials  so  that  nothing;  could  he  smuggled  '  I 
Well,  thank  Heavens,  we  got  through  at  last  and  I  hope  you 
1  receive  the  material  in  good  condition.  'Ehe  two  parcels 
contain  11  packages,  viz.,  the  numbers  791  (2  pac  jes),  792, 
#  794,  795,  796,  797,  790,  ',99,  and  GOO.  I  am  enclosing 
herewith  their  inventory  cards  in  duplicate. 

As  all  of  the  material  was  collected  in  rather  cold 
sections  of  the  country  I  suppose  that  they  best  be  sent  to 
Ames,  in  case  propagation  facilities  are  good  there  at  the 
present,  otherwise  Chico  will  probably  have  to  be  selected  ns 
ict  ood.  T.  ypi  nd  Dr.  Sa  unden 


. 


Ottawa,  I  suppose  the;  11  find  a  good  home  too.  P:  seor 

3arg  nt  will  to  doubt  come  in  for  a  share  of  ho.  800, 
Crataegus  sv . 

Veil,  that  is  about  all  1  to  11  it. 

In  another  letter  more  about  my  plans.  I  am 

Respectfully  yours, 

FHA1IIC  K.  r  'Y.lR. 


Kashgar,  Chinese  Turkestan, 
October  29,  1910. 


Dear  If.  Fairchild: 

Today  I  have  been  shipping  to  the  American  Consul 
in  St.  Petersburg,  per  Russian  parcel  post  3  packages  marked 
A,  3  ,  J,  nd  have  written  the  Consul  to  rd  these 

parcels  at  his  very  earliest  convenience  to  the  Department. 
These  three  packages  contain  numbers  of  seeds,  viz.,  from 
1413a  inclusive  to  1470a,  and  I  am  enclosing  herewith  their 
inventory  cards  in  duplicate* 

They  also  e  in  a  few  samples,  viz. ,  a  m  11  bag 
of  dried,  salted  sour  milk  in  which  the  dairy  section  of  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  may  be  interested;  a  package  of 
roasted  chickpeas  from  itokand,  showing  what  a  rather  tasty 
simple  sweetmeat  can  be  made  from  these  "Carbanzas; "  a  package 
of  sun-dried  Kashgarian  apricots  with  kernels  artificially 
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inserted;  a  package  of  a  YTitteh-broom-like  disease  upon  Cara- 
g-ana  sp.  for  the  '  ethologist s;  4  j  uc.  cages  of  entomological 
m-.teiial  for  the  respective  specialists. 

Abo  b  e  seeds  I  have  a  few  remarks  to  make,  viz., 
the  almonds  (Bo*  1413a  -  1418a)  are  very  interesting  and  I 
wish  you  would  show  them  to  Mr.  Taylor  and  others  interested 
in  them.  Of  the  Too.  14£4a  and  1426a  (Prunus  divariceda  and 
P.  domestioa)  I  would  like  to  see  Prof.  XT.  P.  Hedrick  at 
Geneva,  Hew  York,  obtain  a  few  fruits  of  each,  as  he  is  making 
a  study  of  the  Genus  Prunus .  The  two  species  of  Ribes,  Hoa. 

1422a  and  1430a  might  perhaps  best  be  propagated  at  Ames.  All 
these  melons  among  which  there  are  some  very  fine  sorts,  would 
find  their  best  situation  down  in  southezm  California  somewhere, 
also  in  Arizona  and  the  southern  corners  of  m<  olorado. 

A  few  might  be  sent  to  maville,  Texas.  2  .  450a,  ITitrarta 

Schoberi  is  the  desert  currant  in  which  Mr.  Swingle  is  interested, 
the  berries,  however,  are,  I  am  sorry  to  state,  not  worth  their 
It  to  us  white  people.  I  ate  several  handfuls  of  them  to  test 
them  and  their  rather  high  alkaline  properties  leave  an  unpleas¬ 
ant  after  taste  in  one’s  mouth,  while  one’s  throat  also  feels 
the  sharpness  of  the  salt.  As  a  sandbinder,  however,  the  plant 

is  cert  inly  worth  testing. 

7ne  Roses,  I'os.  1451a  to  1458a  inclusive  may  perhaps 
be  best  sent  to  Chico  as  Dr.  van  Flefet  is  much  interested  in 
wild  roses.  Ho*  1460a,  a  wild  Licago  will  find  a  home  by 
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the  specialist  on  these  plants. 

The  ornamental  statics,  .  o.  1466a,  deserves  extra 
treatment,  I  think  our  garden  at  Chico  will  be  best  for  it. 

The  4  Chinese  vegetables  ought  to  be  tested  in  the  south¬ 
western  United  States,  not  at  Arlington! 

Well,  that  la  about  all.  I  had.  made  my  arrangements 
to  leave  today,  but  r.  ; 'cac&rtney,  the  British  Consul  here, 
informed  me  that  the  authorities  of  Yarkend  had  asked  him  to 
postpone  his  journey  for  2  days  as  they  were  absent  from  the 
city  and  couldn’t  receive  us  and  so  we  are  going  T'onday  morn¬ 
ing.  Today  is  Saturday. 

Trusting  you  will  receive  this  aforementioned  material 
in  due  time  and  hoping  to  find  some  mall  from  you  when  I  return 
here  2  months  hence,  I  remain  with  best  of  regards,  also  to  all 
in  our  office, 

Yours  respectfully, 

FRAiiK  f.  i:yh. 


Dear  Mr  •  I 'airchi  1  cU 
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Kashgar,  Chinese  Turkestan, 
January  7,  1911. 


Since  a  few  days  I  have  returned  here  and  found  a 
large  pile  of  nail  awaiting  me.  On  account  of  exposure  to 
cold  and  inhospitable  quarters  I  do  not  feel  quite  well  and 
have  been  under  the  blankets  these  last  3  days.  ITy  Chinese 
interpreter  does  not.  want  to  rough  it  any  longer  and  has 
informed  me  ha  wants  to  leave  my  service.  The  German  who 
acts  as  Russian  and  Tur&i  interpreter  wants  also  to  go  bade 
to  Tashkent  and  I  am  up  against  it.  hy  permit  allowing  me 
to  travel  in  Russian  Turkestan  has  become  void  and  I  have 
been  in  negotiations  here  with  the  Bissian  Consulate  about 
new  permits,  ly  intentions  are  to  re-enter  Bissian  Turkestan 
and  gather  some  of  the  best  thing's  1  have  spotted  out  this 
past  summer.  To  get  new  suitable  men  I  may  have  to  go  to 
Baasi  roper.  We  will  see  how  things  go.  In  these  next 
days  I  hope  to  answer  your  letters  in  detail.  I  may  say  that 
Chinese  Turkestan  is  much  poorer  in  new  and  good  things  than 
the  Caucasus  is  or  Russian  Turkestan.  It  is  too  dry  here  and 
it  simply  is  a  dying  land.  I  got  several  interesting  u  ricties 
of  grains  and  legumes,  however,.  Well,  later  more.  I  remain 

Yours  very  sincerely, 


■  .  IT  2t. 
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Ivashgar,  Chinese  Turkestan, 
January  1G,  1911. 


Dear  -  r .  51a i  rch i  1  d: 

Herewith  I  am  sending  you  my  itinerary  report 
covering  the  period  October  1  to  December  31,  1310,  inclu¬ 
sive  dates.  I  also  enclose  the  duplicate  inventory  notes 
belonging  to  a  shipment  of  cuttings  I  am  writing  about  in 
another  letter.  These  notes  are  numbered  801  -  90  7. 

Trusting  that  this  letter  reaches  you  safely,  I  am 

Respectfully  yours, 

FHAFIC  II.  LISTER. 

ITINERARY  REPORT 

for  Frank  .  '  eyer,  Agricultural  Explorer 
Covering:  the  period  October  1,  1910  -  December  31,  1910  ( Xncl ) . 
October 

1  Backed  in  baggage  in  Ilovaio  argelan,  Russian  Turkes¬ 
tan,  went  to  R.  R.  Station  there,  had  baggage  weighed, 
checked,  etc.,  took  tickets  for  Andishan,  sat  a  few  hours 

in  the  train,  had  numerous  baggage  transferred  in  Andi- 

% 

shan  from  R.  R.  Station  to  hotel  and  so  went  the  whole  day. 

2  Visit  to  native  city,  bazar,  fruits  and  seeds 
inspected,  corres  ondence  attended  to. 

3  Correspondence  attended  to,  accounts  made  up.  (in 


Andishan) . 


. 


e 


. 


* 


.  *■  , 


, 


. 


. 
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October 

4  In  Andishan.  Visit  in  morning  to  market,  seeds  bought, 

in  afternoon  to  experimental  farm,  cot  ;on  experiments 
looked  over. 

In  Andishan*  LI  sent  off.  Forester  visited, 
arrangement  made  with  mail-coach  establishment  to  take 
us  to  Osh. 

6-  Left  Andishan  at  11  A. IP.  Beached  Osh  11  P.1  .  Carters 

drunk,  horses  tired.  Chinese  interpreter  ill  (a  light 
attack  of  cholera.) 

7  Visit  to  police  magistrate  in  Osh;  conferences  with 
various  horse  dealers  to  take  us  to  Kashgar. 

8  In  Osh,  conference  with  police  officials  about  proper 
passports  for  self  for  Russian  an  for  Chinese  interpreter. 
Visit  to  forester  in  Osh,  park  inspected*  Supplies  bought 
for  a  two  weeks'  trip.  Contract  made  with  horse  dealers. 

Left  Osh  ith  0  horses,  all  day  enroute.  Stayed  for 
the  night  in  Laris  r. 

10  Left  La  near  at  9  A.'  .  All  day  enroute,  collected 
seeds  and  cut  tin  a.  Arrived  7  :  *1!.  in  Guldscha. 

11  Collected  cuttings  around  Guldscha,  left  fc  10  A.K* 
All  day  enroute.  Stayed  for  the  night  in  Kizil- Kurgan. 

Left  Hail-  ‘  n  r,t  7  a. I*.  Hi  dig  iro\  ;e*  Col¬ 
lected  some  seeds,  Arrived  late  at  night  at  a  Kirghiz 
s.ettl  i.ient  an  stayed  there. 
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October 

13  Loft  early  all  day  9 nr out e,  climbed  a  high  and  diffi¬ 
cult  mountain,  11000  feet  altitude,  (Terek;  Davanfl). 

Arrived  at  7  P.i  .  in  ifek-su. 

14  Left  8  A.M.  All  day  enroute  through  a  dreary  region. 
Arrived  too  rd  Lusk  in  Irl  -  n,  the  Russian  post  at  the 
Chinese  -rentier. 

15  Left  early,  crossed  the  Chinese  frontier,  passed  through 
a  beautiful  valley,  collected  seeds  and  cut  tin,  s  of  various 
plants.  All  day  enroute.  Arrived  at  dusk  in  Ulukchat,  the 
■Chinese  frontier  town. 

1,  Left  at  7  A.r.  All  day  enroute  through  a  desert 

country.  Stayed  ior  the  night  at  a  Xirghis  settlement. 

17  Left  at  7  A. A.  All  day  enroute  through  a  desert 

country.  Arrived  P,  .  a  Kan-shugan  and  stayed  there 
for  the  ni  ht. 

1  Left  ■  t  7  A,]  .  All  daj  te,  collected  a  few  seeds, 

pa aaed  A  Li  e  customs  house  at  1  ing-aoul ,  had  for¬ 

malities  there,  went  on  and  stopped  at  11  P.K.  in  Tushi. 

19  Loft  at  6  A. IT.  Hu 

there  at  11  A.M*  Visits  to  dish  Co.  .1,  to  Iwsdi 
missionaries  and  to  ost  .'t  .r. 

In  Kashgar,  baggage  unpacked.  Visits  to  Russian 

• 

21  Called  xipon  Chinese  officials,  arranging  permits  to 

13  '  test  Conference  with  the  British 

, 
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October 

travelling  facilities.  Seeds  cleaned  and  dri  id. 

Lsit  of  British  Co nsul .  -  »ds  clean  d 

Herbarium  material  looked,  over*  Correspondence  attended  to. 

By  cart  to  the  Chinese  city  and  back,  seeds  bought 
and  packing  material  for  cuttings.  Cuttings  packed  in. 

24  Conferende  with  Russian  consul  about  passports. 

Visit  to  the  Bank,  money  exchanged,  cuttings  :ed  in. 
Russian  post  office  cannot  accept  parcels  to  foreign 
countries. 

25  Conferences  with  Russian  Consul  and  Russian  post 
master*  Cuttings  repacked.  hotes  written.  Seed  bags 
ordered. 

26  Jut  tings  repacked,  customs  house  troubles  with  them. 
ITotes  bitten. 

27  Cuttings  sent  off;  visit  to  Chinese  vegetable  gardens 

and  seeds  bought,  fruits  •  -.cted  on  t.  Corres¬ 

pondence  attended  to. 

Official  mail  sent  off.  Seeds  packed  in. 

2D  deeds  sent  off.  Notes  written,  correspondence  attended 

to. 

30  Official  mail  sent  off.  Baggage  packed  in.  Visits  to 
British  and  Russian  Consuls;  cart s  ordered  for  journey  to 
Tar  :end. 

31  hot-wanted  baggage  store  h  Consul  to.  1,  ft 

...  All  day  enroute.  Stayed  for  night  in 

Tapshi. 


IK,. 


I'o  verier 

♦ 

1  Left  Yapshi  at  7*30  A. 11  All  day  enroute,  stayed  for 

the  ni  Jit  in  Yangihissar. 

Left  b  7;  iO  ...  .  All  ,  ’  for  the  • 

ni.  ht  in  iCLzil. 

3  Left  at  7*30  A.h.  All  day  enroute,  stayed  for  the 
night  in  lUkrabat. 

4  Left  C  ....  .  All  -  .route,  stayed  for  the 

night  in  Yarn end. 

5  In  Yarkend,  Called  upon  the  Chinese  magi  ‘.rate  of 
Yarkend,  saw  ...  uette,  -  dish  missionary  and  a 
specialist  upon  the  Turki  language  ..s  spoken  in  Chinese 
Turk  ts  ...  Inspected  seed  stores. 

6  Return  visit  of  Chinese  magistrate.  Call  upon,  military 
magistrate  and  visit  to  Experiment  St  tion  (in  embryo). 

7  .  site  to  seed  market,  samples  of  fruits  Inspected. 
Ilotes  made. 

B  negotiations  with  native  guides  about  exploring  the 

mountains.  Supplies  :  t  for  journey. 

9  In  Yarhend.  Difficulties  with  Chinese  interpreter 

who  is  not  milling  to  rough  it,  on  account  of  feebleness. 
Trying  to  find  a  new  an. 

10  negotiations  with  horse  men  bout  journey  in  the 

japun  tains.  Interpreter  not  able  to  go  on  horseback. 
Overtures  opened  with  oarfemen.  Carts  ordered  for  Hoy*  12. 
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ITovember 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


'  11#  upon  British  Consul,  Chinese  Magistrate  and 
iV.  Baguette,  on  account  of  leaving1  Yarkend. 

Return  visit  of .  Chinese  Magi strate.  Left  Yarkend 

H  •'  •  All  <l«y  enroute.  Stayed  for  the  night  at 
Gose-lap. 

Left  at  9  A. SI#  All  day  enroute*  Stayed  .  '.he  night 
at  Karghalik. 

Left  at  7  A.M.  All  day  enroute.  Stayed  for  the  night 
at  Chuliak. 

Left  at  7: 30  A.M.  All  day  enroute.  Stayed  for  the 
night  at  Gum. 

In  Ghana.  Toole  photos;  visit  to  Magistrate.  Left  at 
9  A. 11.  All  day  enroute,  arrived  at  8  p.M,  in  luchi. 

Stayed  th  ore  for  t  o  night. 

Left  at  0  A.M.  All  day  enroute.  Stayed  for  the  hi  .lit 
in  San  ICia. 

Left  at  6:30  A.M.  All  day  enroute.  ‘Stayed  for  the 
night  in  Pi  aim. 

Loft  at  6  A, Mi  All  day  enroute.  Stayed  for  the  night 

in  Zauri- Yuran. 


20 


Loft  at  7j 30  A.-  .  All  day  enroute.  Stayed  for  the 


night  in  Khotan.  Received  by  the  Akfhakal  and  Indian 
official#.  Had  to  receive  them  in  return. 
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I7overn.be  r 

21  Called  upon  Chinese  Magistrate  of  Khotan,  also  upon 
:shakal,  c onferencea  about  finding  a  competent  guide, 

of  getting  c  ttings  of  fruit  trees,  etc. 

22  He turn  visit  received  from  Chinese  magistrate;  hunt¬ 
ing  for  a  man  vlio  knows  the  mountains  and  their  ve  tion. 

23  Visit  to  a  market  held  near  Khotan,  Crains  bought. 

24  Bazar  inspected  in  Khotan,  Wheat,  fruits  and  various 
seeds  bought . 

25  Vitit  to  a  celebrated  fruit  garden.  Cuttings  obtained, 

26  In  khotan.  Seeds  bought,  arrangements  made  for  horses 

to  take  us  in  the  mountains.  A  guide  e:.  supplies 

bought,  baggage  packed  in,  paper  factory  visited. 

il&d  on  Chinese  Magistrate,  , 

also  of  :al  Indian  officials,  etc.  Horses  packed  up, 

left  at  noon.  Arrived  late  at  night  in  iiusi .  Stayed 
there. 

26  Left  at  9  A. I.  .  All  day  enroute.  Collected  tree 

cuttings.  Bought  see-7  }«  Stayed  for  the.  night  in  Langru. 

29  Left  at  8  A. Ik  All  day  enroute.  Stayed  for  the  night 

in  Pudskya. 

30  Left  at  7:30  A.lr.  All  day  enroute.  Arrived  9  P.I.I. 


in  I'uya,  dead  tired. 
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December 


1 


£ 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


0 


9 


10 


11 


Left  at  10  l.K,  All  day  enroute.  Arrived  at  6  P.r. 
in  Pushici.  Seeds  bought. 

ft  at  11  A. I'.  Arrived  in  Xhanaka  at  4  P.M.  Stayed 
there.  Visits  of  Chinese  Magistrate  and  of  Turki  head  men. 

In  Khanaka.  Collected  cuttings  of  ornamental  and  of 
fruit  trees,  inspected  samples  of  seeds. 

Excursion  in  vicinity  of  Khanaka  on  horseback,  Cut¬ 
tings  collected,  seeds  bought ,  photos  taken.  Arranged 
for  fresh  horses. 


In  Khanaka;  cutting*  of  ornamental  trees  taken.  Left 
at  11  A.M.  All  day  enroute.  Arrived  at  sundown  at  Sullras 
and  stayed  there,  a  poor  Kirghiz  settlement. 

Left  at  8  A.M.  All  day  enroute.  Stayed  for  the  night 
in  Ism-sala. 


Left  at  9  A.M.  All  day  enroute.  Stayed  for  the  night 
in  ICiasan-dugra. 

ft  at  B  A.M.  All  day  enroute.  Stayed  for  the  night 
in  Burya-Lyang. 

Left  at  7  A. If.  All  day  enroute.  Stayed  for  the  ni:  ht 
in  .Harawag. 

•In  Kara  wag.  Cuttings  taken  of  various  fruit  trees, 
seeds  bought,  gardens  inspected.  Left  at  2  P.M.  Arrived 
in  Karghal ik  at  4  P.M.  Baggage  unpacked,  seeds  packed  in. 

In  rghalik.  Visit  to  fruit  gardens,  cutt : 

Notes  made  and  conference  with  local  dignitaries  about 


1152. 


December 

the  products  of  hr  halik. 

1®  In  Karghalik,  .  :et  day.  Seeds  bou^it .  Fresh  horses 

engaged. 

Left  Kharghalik  at  9  A.L.  All  day  -nroute.  Stayed 
for  the  night  in  Pushkam. 

1--  Left  at  9  A.lf.  All  day  enroute.  Grossed  a  river  by 

ferry.  Arrived  at  4  P.M.  in  Yarkend  and  stayed  there. 

15  Visits  to  Akshakal  and  Swedish  missionaries,  talks 

about  roads  in  the  mountains  and  products  of  the  Oase 
of  Yarkend.  Bazar  inspected. 

15  Gall  upon  the  Chinese  ITagistrate,  conference  about 

mountain  roads  and  vegetation  in  mountains.  Galls  upon 
various  people  who  Were  said  to  know  the  mountains. 

17  Seeds  and  cuttings  packed  in  and  sent  off  by  cart 

to  Kashgar.  Excursion  in  vicinity  of  Yarn  end  to  collect 
rice  seed3.  Unsuccessful.  Visits  of  various  people 
offering  their  services. 

18  In  Yaricend.  Seeds  bought,  excursion  out  in  the 
country;  cuttings  obtained  of  v  rious  fruit  and  ornamen¬ 
tal  trees,  negotiated  about  the  purchase  of  different 
varieties  of  rices. 

19  In  Yarkend.  Seeds  bought.  Visit  of  Chinese  lagis- 
trate.  Left  at  noon.  Stayed  for  the  night  in  Sherak- 


basar. 


.  . 

. 

.  , 

.  . 


, 


. 


1153. 


December 

20  .  Left  at  8; 50  A.LT.  A  heavy  snow  had  fallen.  Plodded 

the  whole  day  throne,'11  and  stayed  for  the  night  in 

Akrobad,  a  v  ry  poor  place. 

21  Left  at  7:  0  JL*M.  More  snow  had  fallen.  Plodded  the 
whole  day  through  and  stayed  for  the  night  in  Toplich,  a 
very  poor  place. 

left  at  7  A.L".  Flodded  throu  lavy  snow  until  2  P.M. 
when  we  reached  Yengi-hissar .  There  was  bazar  that  day 
but  nothing  new  in  our  line  was  to  be  found. 

8  .  Left  at  9  A, IP.  Passed  whole  day  through  snow-covered 

country,  arrived  at  dusk  in  a  Kirghiz  town,  called  Shagran- 
bazar  and  stayed  there  for  the  night. 

24  In  Shagran  bazar,  obtained  cuttings  of  peaches, 
grapes  and  apricots.  Left  at  about  11  A.h.  Arrived 
toward  evening  in  Tash-malah,  and  stayed  there.  Bought 
some  seeds. 

25  Obtained  cuttings  in  Tash-m&lah,  left  10  A.’  .  Walked 
the  v-hole  day  and  arrived  at  7  P.M.  in  Up&l.  Stayed  there. 

26  In  T*pal.  Received  visits  of  the  notables  of  the  town, 

talks  about  products  of  the  locality,  flora  of  the  neigh¬ 
boring  mountains,  has  s  riches  of  the  Thian-shan 

spruce  and  of  a  Juniper.  Collected  Oi  ttingi  of  fruit  trees. 

27  In  Up  a!.  Visits  again  of  various  notablew.  Left  at 

II  A.i:.  Walked  the  rh  1  ..  ;  ..a do  camp  at  sunset; 
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"boiled  tea  Watei  m  snow,  started  to  sleep  near  c  ire 
v/hen  Kirghiz  men  earae  and  invited  us  to  come  to  their 
tents.  vrild  ride  in  the  cold,  darn  night  to  'irghi'z  camp 
aad  pleasant  receipt.  Stayed  g  the  region  is  called 
Past an  Terek. 

In  Pustan  Terek.  ErcuraL" on  in  the  mild  and  rugged 
mountains.  Saw  £  8  of  Pica  renkiana,  of  Juniper  is 

sp. ,  etc.,  collected  seeds  and  cuttings  of  various  plant#* 

29  In  Puartai  !  *ek,  Excursion  in  the  mountains  again. 

Pore  cuttings  and  seeds  collected.  A  fine  hull-leas  "barley 
bought. 

30  Left  Pustan  Terek  at  9  A. Id  A  heavy  snow  had  fall  ax 
during  the  night,  walked  whole  day  through  the  desert  and 
arrived  at  6  P.K.  in  the  Oase  of  Upal.  Stayed  there  far 
the  ni  ;ht. 

31  Left  Upsl  at  noon.  Tnroute  all  day.  Arrived  at  8  P.M, 
in  Tugutchok  and  stayed  there  for  the  night  in  a  miserable, 
cold,  damp  room.  Kashgar  was  only  4-5  hours  away,  but 

the  night  was  cold  and  dark  and  men  and  horses  too  tired. 


.. 
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Rashgar,  Chinese  Turkestan, 
Jamviry  18,  1  11. 


Dear  !  .  Fairchild: 

<• 

Unclosed,  please  find  my  accounts  for  the  past  quarter, 
(October,  Fovember,  December,  1910).  As  you  w ill  see,  there 
appear  two  currencies  in  them  in  the  same  count r  ,  but  the 
accompanying  explanatory  note  will,  T  hope,  shed  sufficient 
light  upon  this  curiosity,  fell  you  kindly  draw  this  to  the 
attention  of  those  making  these  accounts  into  shape  in  case 
some  difficulties  should  arise. 

'Trusting  that  everything  reaches  you  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  I  remain 


Respectfully  yours, 

FRANK  P.  MEYER. 


!  ylanatory  note  in  reg;  rd  he  Currencies  of  Chinese  Turkestan. 

The  unit  of  money  in  nearly  the  whole  of  Chinese 

Turkestan  is  the  Fou-ping  or  C&ahgar  Tael,  either  in  coin  or  as 

y  silver,  "he  value  of  this  tael  is  about  71  .  irioan  cents 

but  it  fluctuates  slightly  each  day;  it  i3  divided  in  two  ways, 

one  the  decimal  one  and  each  tenth  part  is  called  1  ee,  but 

also  in  a  no  ft- decimal  way,  vis.,  in  cash;  400  cash  making  one 

tael  Mid  40  cash  one  race. 

In  those  cities  of  Chinese  Turkestan  where  Russian 

influence  is  strong,  like  in  Kashgar  for  instance,  there  is 

« 

also  Russian  currency  in  daily  use  and  sever?  1  Russian  estab- 
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li aliments,  like  the  post  office  and  the  customs  house  refuse 
to  accept  Chinese  currency,  while  the  'Russian  hank  pays  out 
only  in  Roubles,  referri  to  native  money-brokers  to  exchange 
it  into  Taels. 

A3  such  two  different  currencies  will  appear  in  the 
accompanying  accounts.  The  salaries  and  subsistence  of  both 
the  Russian- Turk i  and  of  the  Chinese  interpreter  were  paid  out 
in  Roubles,  lea  yin,  it  over  to  them  to  obtain  as  favorable  an 
exchange  as  possible,  whenever  Russian  currency  was  not 
accepted.  This  agreement  had  been  made  with  them  before  they 
entered  Chinese  Turkestan,  as  it  saved  worry  and  inconvenience 


on  both  sides. 

Trusting  that  this  explanation  may  be  sufficient, 
I  am,  Tentlemen, 


Respectfully  yours, 


m&m  ii.  i  E0Y3JR 


' 
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Dear  'J  r.  7'airchild: 


Kashgar,  Chinese  Turkestan, 
January  18,  1911.. 


After  lots  of  difficulties  with  customs  house  and  pos¬ 
tal  authorities  here,  I  was  able  at  last  to  send  off  this  morning 
19  parcels  to  the  American  Consul,  Mr.  Jacob  Cornier,  in  St. 
Petersburg  and  I  am  requesting  him  to  forward  them  to  you  at 
his  earliest  opportunity,  '’hese  nineteen  parcels  contain  117 
packages  of  ci  t tings,  scions  and  budwood  of  various  fruit  and 
ornamental  trees  which  I  collected  on  my  last  journeys  here. 

They  are  numbered  $01  to  906  inclusive.  I  enclose  herewith  a 
set  of  inventory  notes  giving  about  all  the  information  I  was 
able  to  collect  about  this  material.  Some  number*,  however, 
come  in  for  some  special  mentioning,  viz., 

Well,  first  a  fev;  general  remarks.  As  you  know  I 
arrived  here  in  Chinese  lur.iestan  toward  the  end  of  October 
and  nearly  all  fr  its  were  finished  then,  therefore  I  had  no 
opportunity  to  find  out  myself  whether  many  of  the  things  I 
have  collected  were  really  anything  out  of  the  ordinary.  In 
taking  cuttings  or  scions  I  had  to  trust  to  those  informing 
me  and — may  I  tell  you  that  Orientals  do  not  always  handle  th 
truth  very  carefully.  It  may  come,  therefore,  to  pass  that 

several  of  the  fruits  will  not  be  considered  very  superior  to 
what  we  hove  already  in  the  "nited  States. 


•  • 


* 


. 

■ 


> 


■ 

. 
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Well,  there  are  many  peaches,  nectarines  and  apricots 
among  this  shipment.  ' 'e  probably  won’t  have  the  stock;  at  hand 
to  bud  every  single  eye  and  so  I  suggest  to  take  1/2  dozen  or 
10  piecas  of  each  number.  Some  of  these  apricots,  nectarines 
and  peaches  may  be  hardier  and  more  drought  resi  stent  than 
existing  varieties  an  America  and  nay  be  experimented  with  in 
the  more  no:  them  region., . 

Of  the  various  plums  and  runes,  I  would  like  to  see 
some  sent  to  Prof,  r,  P.  Hedrick  at  Geneva,  New  -ork,  who  writes 
a  monograph  on  them. 

Primus  tomentosa,  Nos.  013,  814,  897  and  898,  may  b 
experimented  with  in  the  northern  regions  of  the  United  States 
and  some  of  the  budsticks  might  be  sent  to  Am  s,  Iowa,  to  be 
budded  on  Anygda lu s  Da v i diana  or  on  vari ous  sp.  of  Prunus. 

I  am  3orry  to  have  to  disappoint  tl  ose  people  who 
believe  that  grapes  or  pomegranates  could  be  successfully 
grown  without  protection  in  the  more  northern  climates.  As 
you  see  from  the  inventory  nodes,  they  are  buried  in  winter 
here  in  Turkestan.  Of  course,  in  my  own  opinion,  that  loesn’t 
alter  the  thing  a  bit,  in  fact  the  more  care  one  has  to  take 

of  a  thing,  the  more  one  loves  and  appreciates  it  and  this 
covering  up  in  winter  of  grapes,  pomegranates  and  figs  can 
certainly  be  experimented  with  in  those  sections  of  the  United 
'States  where  the  sumrre  rsT  heat  is  great  enough  to  ripen  the 
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fruits  and  the  wood,  hut  where  the  cold  of  winter  is  great 
enough  also  to  kill  the  wood  hack  again,  if  not  artificially 
protect ed. 

^The  two  numbers  of  l.  mar ix  (869  and  870)  are 
interest: n,  .  I  suggest  to  ask  Prof*  Mason’ 8  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  distribution  of  them. 

Among  the  variou  willows  and  poplars  there  are  some 
rare  varieties  and  they  ought  to  be  distributed  to  various 
places.  Those  coming  from  the  cooler  regions  of  Turkestan, 
like  1'os.  873,  874,  877,  881,  882,  883,  887  might  in  part  go 
to  Ames,  to  Prof*  Sargent,  to  the  Arboretum  in  Ottawa  or  some 
other  places  where  they  will  be  appreciated.  lb.  884,  Populus 
alba  mr.  is  a  variety  of  burly  or  bird’s  eye  growth.  Ir. 
Kirkpatrick  in  Texas  sorre  where  makes  a  specialty  of  such  trees. 

Then  there  are  the  numbers  691,  892,  893  and  894 
which  are  all  very  good  things  and  ought  to  cone  in  for  an 
extra  share  of  good  treatment*  lo.  891,  a  strange  plum,  may 
be  new! 

Although  we  have  quinces  enough,  the  one  sent  under 
lb.  899  is  able  to  stand  c  on  si  derable  a  lies!  i  and  great  summer 
he:  t . 

'The  various  elms,  lbs.  ;'00,  901,  902,  and  903  might 
be  given  to  a  competent  nurseryman  for  propagation,  also  some 
I  would  like  to  _o  to  Prof.  Sargent. 
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The  two  nan  . . ,  .  904  and  905,  n 

also  "be  of  interest  to  Prof.  Sargent,  Reside  the  garden  at 

Ames  . 

Ani  the  last  number,  906,  Asparagus  s  ,  is  probably 
ooth  of  interest  to  .  r.  rton  and  to  those  interested  in 
growing  more  ornamental  plants  in  the  drier  sections  of  the 
United  States. 

ho.  830,  a  mulberry,  T  wish  to  see  disposed  of 
through  Mr.  '.h.  h.  Irwin,  who  is  specially  interested  in  them. 

The  pomegranates,  hos,  062,  863  and  064  are  something 
extra  here  in  Chinese  Turkestan,  ~  wonder  hov  they  .  ill  com¬ 
pare  with  those  we  have  already. 

Well,  this  is  about  all.  Hoping  everything  reaches 
you  in  good  condition,  I  am 

Yours  respectfully. 


YER. 
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Kashgar,  Chinese  Turkestan, 
January  20,  1911. 


Dear  .  'r .  7a i  r  chi  1  d; 

Among  the  numberous  letters  I  have  received  from  you 
there  is  one  dated  Hbv*  7,  1910,  that  calls  for  a  reply  "by 
itself,  viz.,  your  desire  to  know  from  me  how  much  money  I 
will  need  about  for  the  rest  of  the  fiscal  year,  so  you  mil 
know  whether  anything  could  he  spared  out  of  my  appropriation 
to  as lot  in  point  in  a  .  Stunts. 

11,  this  is  a  father  curious  case.  I  am  far  away 
from  \7i  shington  and  do  not  enow  exactly  how  things  are  going 
v/ith  you  ther  and.  do  not  quite  know  how  high  expense  have 
run,  hut  in  case  Hiss  G-oss  has  left,  isn’t  her  salary  avail- 

.  Stunts?  '1  on,  now  that  Jr.  v<  -  leet  has  left 
our  wc  -  more  or  less,  isn’t  a  share  of  his  com  ensatioh  also 
left  to  you? 

all,  my  ea  3  for  this  coming  half  year  may  he 
rather  large,  but  they  also  may  be  quite  small.  It  depends 
upon  the  regions  I  am  moving  in.  Should  I  explore  more  of 
the  mountains  in  Hussian  Turkestan  then  my  outlays  are  no  doubt 
going  to  he  considerably  larger  than  by  travelling  more  in 
Chinese  Turkestan*  And  now  this  is  the  question.  I  had  been 
in  hopes  that  my  Chinese  interpreter  would  have  stuck  to  me, 
then  I  would  ave  gone  fr  m  here  to  duldija  and  then  through 
the  Tulduz  and  Kurges  valleys  down  to  T  runt  s  i  a. id  Turf  an,  which 
would  have  taken  this  whole  wi  ter  and  spring;  in  summer  T  aould 
h  ,v  .  egiona  from  Turfan  to  tanchow,  in  which  1 
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city  I  would,  have  arrived  in  autumn.  Then  my  intentions  were 
■  o  collect  all  of  the  persimmons,  peach  o,  pears  it.  otl  :r 
fruits  for  v/h:  ch  the  Yellow  River  valley  is  so  oil  know ia» 

l  ,  {S  si  Pro  i)  there  are  said  to 

be  more  varieties  of  persimmons  than  in  any  other  art  of 

■’  '  •  ~  »loi  ly  would  have  come  down  the  Yellow  Ri  ver  regions 

and  have  collected  until  spring  time  prevented  me  from  sending 
any  nior  e  cut  tin  8  •  Phezl  itfc  would  have  been  1S12  and  I  either 
would  have  been  ready  to  return  to  civilization  or  do  somethin; 
else.  You,  however,  Kr,  Ting,  the  Chinese  inberprel 
informed  me  that  he  is  not  willing  and  not  able  to  m.  it 
any  longer;  in  case  it  all  could  go  sitting-  in  a  cushion-lined 
car  ■  3,  he  woul  t  .o  y  t,  but  of  course  to  find  so:  t  i  g  of 
inter. st  one  has  to  go  a way  from  the  beaten  tracks  and  to 
:‘orsa.:e  ei  se  -ml  co:  fort. 

*  how  I  have  been  looking  about  for  another  hardy 
sort  of  a  Chinaman  who  could  speak  besides  Chinese  either 
English,  German,  french,  Dutch  or  Russian,  but— one  might  wait 
here  for  years  •  no.  still  nay  not  find  one,  for  the  class  of 

■Chinese  that  are  here  are  either  officials,  merchants  or 
rascals.  The  Chinese  are  merely  intruders  here,  utterly 
foreign  to  the  land,  its  inhabitants  and  its  ci  :  ,  ut 

of  course,  they  are  the  rulers  and  the  ru  tives  have  an  awe 
for  them  and  a  foreigner  travelling  about  must  h& ye  a  good 
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Chinese  interpreter  to  assist  him  in  visiting  and  receiving 
the  Chinese  officials  and  asking  them  their  assistance  in 
procuring  horses,  carts,  _.uides,  sv..  plies,  etc. 

And  no  that  matters  stand  this  way,  I  have  decided 
upon  -  route,  viz.,  to  gb  from  here  to  harinsk  and  then 

work  my  way  through  the  e  11- wooded  valleys  of  the  h’arin  and 
the  K&ra-Kuldja,  where  a  sdanilar  y  t  ion  is  said  to  exist 
as  in  the  Yulduz  and  Ranges  valleys,  though  less  luxuriant. 

..ild  apples,  pi  and  other  things,  however ,  have  been  reported 
to  me  by  some  Bus sians,  who  were  there  a  few  years  .  Ebl~. 
irtp  the  ^ara- ICuldja  I  will  come  out  in  Ouskent  and  i'rom  there 
there  is  a  good  road  to  Andishan,  where  I  am  at  the  r  i] 

rmit  from  St.  Petersburg,  allowing  me  to  travel 
in  Russian  Tur.cn  stan  has  expired  arid  I  have  telegraphed  to  the 
Governor  General  at  Tashkent  for  a  renewal,  through  the  Russian 
3o  Sul  General  hers,  Mr.  5.  W.  Sokow,  and  I  have  been  expecting 
an  answer  all  these  last  days. 

I  probably  will  have  to  go  from  Andishan  straight 

to  Tashkent,  and  have  an  audience  with  the  Governor  General 

/ 

there,  asking  him  to  give  me  permission  to  explore  the  Chotkab, 
the  I  seme  and  the  Ablatoume  regions  for  the  various  wild  fruits 
-here  and  then  to  proceed  to  the  I ssyk-uul  regions  and  irom 
there  I  would  ..  ork  my  way  along  the  Altai  up  to  Irkutsk  and 
from  there  come,  of  Kiakta  and  Urga,  down  to  Peking-  and 

start  then  up  the  Yellow  River  vail  a  far  as  Lane how. 


I 
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■Biere  is  a  third  plan  yet,  viz.,  in  case  X  should 
not  yet  the  permission  to  go  by  way  of  ^-arinsic  and  Andishan 
I  would  jo  v  ith  my  I.usso-Turki  interpreter  and  the  assistance 
of  an  experienced  native  juide,  from  here  to  Kuldja,  across 
the  Thianshan,  make  my  headquarters  there  for  some  time  and 
'■'i- en  .  roceed  to  Chugutchak  at  the  Siberian  frontier,  './here 
- oreigners  are  allowed  to  cross  wi thout  special  permits  and 
then  proceed  either  over  Jemi-palatinsk  or  by  v&y  of  the 
Altai  to  the  Trans- Siberian  R,  R.  From  where  I  might  jo 
Tast  or  Zest. 

Ivor/  all  these  writings  here  are  simply  a  prelude 
■co  what  1  intend  to  say,  viz.,  the  trip  as  mentioned  under 
I  d.  1,  is  probably  out  of  the  Question.  It  would  have  been 
an  intermediate  journey  for  so  far  as  expenses  are  concerned. 

Trip  Ho.  2,  which  seems  likely  to  realise  at  the 
present  is  a  rather  expensive  one,  as  everything  in  Russian 
Turkestan  is  much  higher  than  there  in  Chinese  Territories. 

Trip  Ho*  3,  the  last,  is  probably  the  cheapest  at 
the  beginning  and  may  turn  out  more  expensive  at  the  end. 

And  so  all  things  taken  into  consideration  the 
probabilities  are  that  my  travelling  for  the  rest  of  the  fiscal 
year 1910-11  won’t  be  much  dearer  than  it  has  been  up  to 
December  1910.  I ow  s  you  may  see  from  my  accounts,  the 
expenses  for  the  quarter,  July,  August  and  .September,  1910, 
have  been  (roughly)  $1825.00,  for  the  quarter  October,  I7ovemr 
ber,  and  December,  1910  (roughtly)  )1456,  or  a  total  for  the 

past  half  year  of  "2690.00,  or  let  us  say  -"2700.  This  means 
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‘5400  for  the  whole  year  •  So  in  case  nothing  extraordinary  or 
unusual  should  happen  I  v;  ill  have  again  a  balance  oi'  .  et  us 
say  -,‘500  upon  which  you  may  count  with  a  good  degree  of 
certainty.  I  farther  will  keep  yo  illy  advised  how  my  finan¬ 
cial  matters  are  running-  in  the  near  future. 

Well,  this  is  about  all  about  the  financial  part, 
later  on  1  will  come  back  again  upon  that  letter  of  November  7, 
1910.  ‘Believe  me  to  be,  I.r,  iairchild, 

lours  respectfully, 

FRANK  II.  rSCBR. 


Dear  Mr.  Dai rc hi  1  d: 


Kashgar,  Chinese  Turkestan, 
January  21,  1911. 


These  lust  days  I  have  only  occasionally  referred. to 
the  many  letters  I  have  been  receiving  irom  you,  but  now  I  hope 
to  answer  them  in  more  detail.  There  are  several  reasons  for 
not  having  responded  sooner.  The  main  one  is  that  I  have  not 
been  feeling  entirely  well  these  last  times.  I/e  suffered  a 
good  many  privations  on  our  last  journey,  for  the  weather  was 
cold  and  we  had  much  snow  and  even  here  in  Kashgar  there  is 
no  good  inn  to  be  found  and  we  hud  the  first  days  pretty  chilly 
and  uncomfortabl-  til  ,-s.  The  foreigners  living  here  cannot 
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accommodate  hardly  any  guests  in  ./inter  as  'they  themselves 
suffer  a  good  deal  from  cold  and  discomforts  and  so  we  have 
rented  some  rooms  and  furnished  them  as  well  as  we  could  v/ith 
our  own  and  with  borrowed  furniture.  My  little  trunns  serve 
for  chairs  and  tables  at  the  same  time,  and  a  bedsheet  covers 
up  a  large  door,  taken  off  its  hinges,  which  serves  as  my 
"grand"  writing  table,  the  weather  too,  this  winter  here  is 
very  unpleasant,  nearly  every  day  a  leaden  sky,  interchanged 
by  snowfall  every  other  day  and  only  a  few  hours  bright  sun 
light  for  a  whole  week.  Nearly  all  of  the  foreign  element 
here  are  out  of  sorts  and  some  even  seriously  ill.  'fell, 

I  have  hod  now  a  stroke  of  it  and  both  the  Russiand  the  Chinese 
interpreters  are  unwell.  the  trot  1  I  ;h  those  inter¬ 

preters  and  guides!  MyJ  Kipling  was  right  in  saying*  "Down 
to  Gahanna  or  up  to  the  Trone,  he  travels  fastest  ,  who  travels 
alone*"  Jut  one  simply  cannot  do  without  men]  You  in  civilized 
life  have  your  stenographers  and  domestic  servants,  and  v.e  out 
in  the  wild  lands  have  our  interpreters  and  guides.  ITow  I  have 
for  instance  this  Mr.  Ting  who  has  been  treated  so  well  by  Mr, 
Sowers  and  by  me;  well,  he  positively  does  not  want  to  rough 
it  any  more,  he  ave  me  an  awful  lit  of  trouble  on  this  past 
journey  and  prevented  ne  in  some  cases  from  going  more  into 
the  wilderness.  And  now  I  am  afraid  he  simply  will  stay  here 
and  live  a  life  of  idleness  again,  until  he  lias  spent  his  li  st 


* 
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'Copeck.  Then  we  have  my  This  si  an  interpreter.  He  is  a  German 
who  has  lived  for  14  years  in  Tashkent  and  lias  1  ;arned  ussian 
and  Turk!  fairly  well  in  that  tire;  he  has  gotten  it  into  his 
head  to  start  some  sort  of  a  "business  of  his  own  this  spring 
r. ,nd  thinks  he  can  make  money  '  ith  all  sorts  of  things. 

I  had  a  native  Mohammedan  guide  with  re  from  Khotan  add  expected 
he  would  ta  e  he  place  of  Mr.  Ting  as  he  spoke  Chinese  quite 
well,  hut — he  got  homesick  and  lost  all  ambition  and  energy 
(and  these  natives  here  haven’t  got  too  much  of  these  things 
anyway)  and  I  had  to  pay  him  off  and  let  him  go.  We  are  here 
in  one  of  the  hack  corners  of  this  world  of  ours  and  to  find 
suitable  men  is  like  hunting  for  white  ravens.  Many  foreigners 
who  come  here  mane  the  most  of  a  "bad  job  in  this  line  oi  getti:  g 
reliable  assistants  and  I  am  doing  likewise  and  you  have  little 
idea  there  in  Washington  what  a  time  and  trouble  it  takes  to 
get  plant  material  here.  Just  now  we  are  already  ior  two  weeks 
negotiating  about  getting  different  varieties  of  rice  seeds. 

It  is  also  a  strange  matter  that  my  permission  to 
travel  again  in  Russian  Turkestan  hasn’t  cone  as  yet.  Two  weeks 
ago  there  was  an  Englishman  here  £  as  refused  permission  by 
d vernor  General  and  was  told  to  have  his  ifaoassy  in  8t. 
Petersburg  arrange  matters  for  him.  171th  some  understanding, 
however,  he  was  allowed  to  proceed  as  far  as  Andishan,  all  de¬ 
tails  of  this  case  haven’t  been  given  out,  of  course.  I 
wonder  how  they  will  treat  me.  Of  course,  my  name  is  well 
known  in  the  ledgers  of  the  administration  of  Hus  si  an  Turkestan 
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and  ^  lonTt  expect  any  troubles.  And  in  case  they  should 
object  by  me  going  the  unbeaten  track  from  larinsk  to  Andishan, 

I  m^-g-ht  take  a  different  route  altogether,  as  I  stated  in  my 
letter  yesterday.  The  only  thing  is  this,  by  going  ver; 
into  the  wilds  of  Chinese  Turks  stan,  one  has  no  chance  what¬ 
soever,  to  send  parcels  with  cuttings  or  scions  any  longer. 

For  instance,  if  I  went  from  he  e  to  Turfan  to  get  that  seed¬ 
less  grape  the  e,  well,  that  would  take  me  50  days  by  carts 
from  here  and  then  I  would  have  to  hurry  back  to  Ifyldja  which 
would  take  me  another  -30  days  and  then  the  Russian  post  office 
or  customs  house  in  Kuldja  might  refuse  to  send  them  and 
"voila  tout."  For  some  peculiar  reasion  or  another  the  au¬ 
thorities  here  refuse  to  accept  grape  cuttings  for  transit  through 
the  mails,  so  in  case  some  of  such  things  should  reach  you, 
please  do  not  say  much  about  it.  Travelling  in  these  parts 
of  the  world  i3  indeed  not  all  pleasure.  And  if  one  only 
found  a  whole  lot  of  rare  things,  but  even  that  is  not  the 
case.  A  oc  thing,  however,  that  man  has  hope  left,  without 

it  life  would  he  too  dreary  altogether. 

And  now  we  get  the  letters.  The  iirst  is  dated 
February  23,  1910,  and  was  delayed  apparently  at  all  stations 
in  Russia.  It  speaks  about  sending  photos  taken  1  ith  the 
little  camera,  to  be  utilized  in  the  bi-weekly  oulletin. 
yell,  the  little  camera  has  since  long  been  received  by  you 
and  that  point  has  therewith  been  settled.  And  about  sending 
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photos  with  the  shipments;  ye s,  I  myself  would  he  too  glad  to 
do  so,  hut  I  will  need  to  carry  a  whole  developing-  and  printing 
outfit  with  me  and  will  first  need  a  course  of  instruction  in 
all  these  matters.  I  am  afraid  these  things  are  out  of  the 
'ion  on  this  trip.  Of  late  I  have  seen  some  developing 
and  printing  work  hy  amateurs  and  it  was  really  a  pity  to  see 
the  damage  that  had  been  done  to  otherwise  good  exposures,  by 
faulty  developing.  As  you  may  remember,  I  have  also  been  in 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Doraefct  about  these  same  matters. 

Letter  of  September  16,  1910,  with  enclosure  of  list 
of  species  of  Asparagus  wanted  by  Mr,  J.  B,  Norton  for  his 
breeding  work,  I  have  been  always  on  the  lookout  for  Aspara¬ 
gus  and  send  you  b,;  the  last  mail  also  some  rhizomes  under 
No,  906,  I  have  also  some  seeds  yet  to  send. 

hotter  of  September  -  C,  l.lw,  about  the  warrant  for  • 
5000  which  we  didn’t  know  then  had  been  burned.  ell,  I  got 
the  new  one  0»K.  Thank  you  for  the  February  number  of  the 
Geographic  Magazine  with  Mr.  Forrest 1 s  article  in  it.  Well, 
botanically  it  is  decidedly  uninteresting;  ethnologically, 
however,  it  is  quite  nice,  although  similar  tribes  of  men 
live  both  in  Sumatra  and  in  Borneo,  You  say  about  Hr.  Forrest 
referring  to  his  abilities  as  an  explorer  and  that  there  is 
so  much  to  be  done  yet  in  our  line  that  we  ought  to  enlist  as 
many  good  men  in  it  as  possible.  Please  be  somewhat  more 
explicit  and  tell  me  in  a  next  letter  what  sections  of  the 
world  ought  to  be  explored  from  our  point  of  view]  I  count 
upon  an  answer  for  it  -  affect  my  future  travel! 


Aleut  this  ialsoLu  richteri,  seeds  sent  under  \'o . 


1373a,  pfroto  No.  474,  and  how  to  grow  it.  ,  Mr* 

told  me  that  he  had  the  greatest  success  in  sovtin  ;  the  seeds  of 
all  these  Central  Asian  desert  plants  in  autumn,  in  a  moist 
sandy  soil  out  in  the  open.  During  the  following  spring  and 
summer  the  plants  oome  up  and  when  large  enough,  are  trans¬ 
planted  that  same  autumn  or  next  spring  to  their  permanent 
localities  and  in  transplanting  one  always  has  to  count  upon 
a  fair  percentage  of  loss.  In  case  I  myself  only  had  a  small 
--tity  of  seeds,  I  would  sow  them  in  flats,  which  had  been 
slightly  burned  inside,  so  as  to  sterilise  them  and  use  a  medium 
light,  sterilized  soil  and  sow  them  under  gl  ss,  i  eking  off 
the  seedlings  as  they  were  old  enough  to  be  transplanted  and 
put  each  one  in  a  pot,  and  then  in  a  sash  frame.  The  localities 
where  they  will  grow  best,  are,  of  course,  those  where  the  air 
is  naturally  dry.  A  treatment  as  is  given  young  Eucalypti  will 
in  all  probability  also  so.it  them,  save  that  the  seeds  remain 
dormant  much  longer  and  that  a  much  jr eater  care  in  watering 
will  have  to  be  observed. 

Ho-,  much  rainfall  there  occurs  in  the  regions  where 
the  Saxaul  tree  grows,  well,  very  little,  not  more  than  a  few 
inches  per  year,  but  there  is  nearly  always  a  considerable 
amount  of  subsoil  moisture,  where  those  trees  grow  best. 

About  this  Capt.  Waters  in  San  1  Lguel  and  his  growing 
some  of  these  Central  Asian  sand  binders;  well,  I  would  advise 
him  t  o  try  the  Genistas  from  the  Canary  nd  M  adeira  Islands  and 


, 
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"Ul  sac  euronaens  and  other  coast  plants  irom  the  -  .editei  ranean 
regions.  ’hese  Central  Asian  desert  plants  want  a  high 
summer  temperature  and  a  cold,  dry  winter.  Sonie  Ly c  turns  and 
Asutralian  coast  plants  might  also  suit  Cnpfc.  A  ters’  idea; 
of  these  Saxauls,  ialsolas  and  Call!  piut.is  I  would  not  advise 
him  to  sow  many. 

Letter  of  October  6 ,  I~ 10 ,  about  the  bad  fact  that 
the  wild  persimmon  stock  from  Chang- 1  i  and  1  angsi  failed  to 
grow.  It  seems  very  strange;  for.  these  things  were  some  of 
ray  earliest  iroductions.  I  collected  this  wild  persimmon 
Ho,  513  on  February  23,  1906,  th&tis  almost  5  years  ago,  and 
sent  thorn  straight  to  Chico.  I  "believe  this  fello1.  to  "be 
the  original  D .  sinensis  .  .  is  right  in  wanting  it. 

For  moist,  mild- wintered  regions,  it  is  progably  better  than 
either  D.  virginiana  or  D.  Lotus .  I  found  it  wild  in  some 
copses  between  h.nghsi  and  Kane  how.  The  few  plum- sized  fruits 
which  I  found  on  the  ground  had  all  the  seeds  decayed  in  them 
and  therefore  I  sent  scions.  Some  people  who  may  be  able  to 
send  you  seeds  and  scions  are  dev.  Alex.  Kennedy  in  fangs i, 
China;  Rev.  Dr.  J.  ?'.  W.  Faniiam,  American  Presbyterian  Mission 
Shanghai ,  China;  Rgt.  Rev.  U  B.  Moule,  Hancow,  China.  All 
these  people  should  have  a  tin  tube  sent  to  them  v.it’n  some 

moss  and  oil  paper  and  a  photo,  Lo.  125  to  show  them 
exactly  what  you.  want.  Please  have  a  look;  Li  ul- 

letin,  T  say  something  there  about  that  white-barked  persimmon. 
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Letter  of  October  15,  lb1 10.  About  this  burned-up 
warrant  for  $5000.  Yes,  that  is  rather  a  romantic  affair. 

If  the  newspapers  get  hold  of  it,  they  will  make  something 
sensational  out  of  it,  running  like  this,  ”.'$000  burned.  Gov¬ 
ernment  explorer  left  stranded  in  far  away  Asia  as  a  result. 

Lief  soon  to  come,  etc.”  I  hope  no  other  mail  for  me  was 
burned  at  the  same  time.  It  gav  ■  l’r.  Heingartner  perhaps 
also  a  scare  when  he  got  those  cablegrams,  'veil,  the  dupli¬ 
cate  warrant  has  come  safely  in  my  possession  now,  the  Con¬ 
sular  letter  being  sealed  with  three  seals  •  nd  I  hope  to 
cash  it  here  if  they  can  handle  such  a  big  affiar  here.  I 
ht ve  been  using  my  own  money  for  all  these  months  just  like 
I  have  done  so  many  times  out  in  China.  It  was  a  good  thing 
that  I  hadn’t  taken  my  salary  out  at  all  aid  also  that  those 
$500*00  left  over  from  last  year  were  still  in  my  possession, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  these  two  factors,  T  would  have  hod  to 
cable  you  for  money  from  Tashkent . 

I  am  very  pleased  that  you  have  put  my  work  -efore 
the  Secretary;  it  cannot  be,  of  course,  a  complete  report  of 
what  we  have  introduced,  for  the  good  work  is  getting  along  all 
the  time,  although  I  am  afraid  a  good  many  t hil  have  been 
lost.  You  say  the  Secretary  is  especially  anxious  to  get  good 
things  for  the  northwestern  country.  Yes,  I  know  th«  b«  lut 
where  are  we  going  to  find  them?  There  is  no  great  promising 
region  on  thi  globe  of  ours  witl  a  climate  similar  to  that  of 
the  Upper  Mississippi  Valley  an  1  ere  all  sorts  of  good  things 
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are  to  "be  found.  In  fruit  a  especially  "breeding  will  be  almost 
the  only  solution,  breeding  and  improving  on  the  lines  hr. 

3.  G,  Patten  in  Charles  City,  Iowa,  is  following  r  all  these 
years  with  so  much  si'.ccess  as  Mr.  Taj  lor  and  I  we  re  able  to 
see  a  few  sum  s  ago. 

Letter  of  October  JL9 i0_,  about  those  1(  ito- 
graphic  plates  and  films,  last  on  the  way  from  Tiflis  to 

;on,  B.  C.  Yes,  a  good  thing  you  took  it  up  with  the 
Department  of  State;  that  may  make  it  more  effective. 

I  also  see  that  two  cases  with  seeds  and  herb  rium 
material  ha d  been  received,  but  were  not  opened.  I  didn’t 
hear  after  that  any  more  in  what  state  these  things  were,  but 
O.K.  as  many  of  the  things  appear  in  Bulletin  of 
F.  .1.  lo.  51. 

r  27,  1910,  . 

Ihrsden  lunson’s  photo  with  his  ’’Sierra  3a u”.  Yes,  it  loo 

to  be  a  very  handy  camping-  outfit,  I  have  some  smaller  ones 
like  that  with  me  and  in  dry  regions  they  are  very  convenient, 
but — when  a  rain  catches  one  then  many  things  get  spoiled. 

. 

as  our  horses  were  wading  a  broad,  stony  river  and  the  flour, 
salt  and  sugar  had  become  in  a  v  ry  short  time  a  beautiful, 
inseparable  mast.  I  y  thanks  to  you  for  your  kindness  of 
bringing  this  outfit  to  my  notice. 


11 V-  . 


1,  1910, 

you  hope  we  are  not  ru:  ska  ken  in  regard  to  the  quality  of 
material  found  '.n  Chinese  'Purkestan  because  of  the  droujht 
resistenoy  hardiness  of  plants  there*  l/ell,  I  think: 
are  somewhat  mistaken,  for  it  doesn’t  get  very  cold  here 
and  plants  do  not  suffer  so  very  much  from  lack  of  water,  for 
everything  is  irrigated  and  where  no  irrig  tion  is  practiced 
there  is  an  absolute  desert.  'Ihen  those  things  that  are 
tender,'  like  grapes,  pomegraniAes  an  .  re  covered  up 

The  great  hopes  I  mainly  have  with  this  Turks s- 
tansse  material  is  their  comparatively  great  resistence  to 
alkali  and  their  power  to  withstand  very  dry  heat  s-nd  great 
extremes  of  temperatures.  And  in  apricots  we  really  may 
expect  some  hardier  varieties,  able  to  grow  in  various  parts 
of  the  vest.  I  wrote  some  suggestions  in  this  line  on  the 

-  s  t  you  last  v/ekk.  Please  have  a 

look  through  them,  in  case  you  personally  are  interested  in 
some  of  these  t  ings. 

here  is  also  a  line  in  that  letter  of  November  1, 
1910,  Whidh  I  lire  to  take  up  and  hear  some  more  about,  vis., 
MF  r  there  is  so  much  of  importance  to  be  found  in  other  parts 
of  the  world,  that  we  shall  begrudge  the  time  you  spend  in 
that  region  where  little  is  to  be  had.”  I  would  like  to  hear 
from  you  in  a  next  letter  which  parts  of  the  world  you  have 
in  mind.  Please  send  a  li  t  of  various  regions  you  think 
worth  exploring  from  an  economic-botanical  point  of  view  so 
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I  may  gather  information  at  cn.it  it. 

I  see  you  also  were  ill  for  several  days.  Yes,  that 
seems  to  he  life,  I  "begin  to  believe  that  there  are  few 
mortals  on  this  world  of  ours  who  are  not  having  those  occa¬ 
sional  spells  of  mental  and  of  physical  disorders.  That  is 
one  of  the  reasons  men  have  made  unto  themselves  in  their 
imaginations,  regions  inhere  nothin .  rt  111  he  kn  i . 

About  some  photos  of  self  and  guides.  Well,  we 
really  had  not  very  much  to  hotograph  of  late,  but  the  40  or 
so  exposures  I  made  I  just  sent  off  to  3t .  Petersburg  to  have 
tl  em  developed  an,  rinted.  0  nothing  appeared  in  American 
dailies  and  monthlies  about  our  work  in  all  that  time  I  have 
been  away  now? 

Letter  of  ITovemoer  5,  1110,  about  sending  freight 
bills,  if  possible.  Up  to  the  present  I  had  to  send  them  to 
the  American  grul  in  Batouja  to  enable  him  to  get  the  ship¬ 
ment  ,  but  I  will  see  whether  they  are  willing  to  supply  me 
with  applicate  bills. 

Letter  of  rove mb or  7,  1910,  in  regard  to  this  l  r. 
Stunts*  Well,  he  surely  is  a  marvel,  reading  11  1  je«. 
there  did  he  learn  'hem  all?  Has  he  been  aorov.d?  How  high 
is  his  salary  going  to  be?  1  0.  I  didn’t  know  Ml  38  3o0S 
resigned.  I  thought  she  had  taken  a  three  1,  '  *8  leave  of 
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I  also  see  that  you  know  I  had  a  surplus  left 
1  st  year.  I  never  received  an  answer  upon  the  cablegram 
from  Samarkand,  neither  on  the  letter  in  which  I  wrote  you 
.about  sending  this  message.  I  suppose  now,  however,  that 
you  received  both. 

I  also  see  in  your  P.  3.  that  you  are  asking  for 
a  promotion  for  me,  but  with  your  shortness  of  money,  how 
will  that  come  about? 

Letter  of  November  22,  1910,  with  enclosure  of 
one  letter  of  introduction  for  me  from  I-!r.  Curtis  to  1-r. 

7.  F.  Gneain.  In  case  I  should  return  to  a  kent,  I  certainly 
hope  to  see  this  gentleman. 

I  didn’t  know  'anything  of  the  big  Democratic  victory 
in  the  States  until  I  got  your  letter.  Yes,  I 
the  influence  will  be  upon  appropriations  in  general  and  upon 

action  c  in  particular.  Of  course,  in  case 
appropriations  should  be  cut  down,  so  that  this  exploration- 
p  rt  of  the  business  should  be  suspended,  for  av/hile  anyway, 
then  in  case  there  is  such  a  possibility,  I  vou K.  like  of 
course  to  be  fully  posted  sometime  before  so  that  I  may  look 
out  for  my  own  future.  In  case  exploration  \  ould  not  be  pos¬ 
sible  any  longer,  what  sort  of  places  are  open  in  the  United 
States  where  a  fellow/  like  me  would  be  able  to  do  some  good 
■k  yet.  I  '.ould  not  care  to  stay  very  long  in  Washii 
us  you  know  me  w  .11  enough#  for  and  a  mere  propagating  garden, 
li.ee  ours  at  Chico  certainly  do  s  not  a  peal  to  me.  A  plant- 
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rod  thing  for  Mr*  Wight  to  have  added  a  note  whether  some 
of  the  material  I  sent  in  vas  new  to  our  herbarium  or  other¬ 
wise  interesting  or  whether  it  ms  much  damaged  or  not  on  its 
long  journey,  '’’o  a  fellow  out  in  the  field  such  renarks  are 
not  only  of  interest  but  also  of  future  uses. 

Letter  ox  December  1J,  1910,  with  enclosure  of  lr. 

S,  Bathburn*s  letter  about  havi  received  fossils  from  me; 
but — Samarkand  is  not  in  the  Caucasus!  I  return  your  letter 
to  you  and  also  Mr.  Imthbun*  s  letter.  I  also  enclose  a  letter 
from  IT.  W*  de  Eavenell;  the  letters  may  be  filed  or  destroyed, 
whatever  the  custom  is  to  do  in  such  cases.  I  also  received 
a  few  letters  with  the  name  Ferghana  spelled  as  Gharhana. 

Letter  of  r  19  lu,  with  enclosures  from 

lr.  Zappone  and  Mr.  Bsterly.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  balance 
of  491.93  which  I  would  have  had  to  return  in  normal  oases 
has  be  n  made  available  to  me  without  all  that  trouble  of 
returning.  I  thank  you  for  your  a  i  stance  in  it.  I  am  also 
writing  a  letter  to  Mr.  2  i©  about  .it. 

I  also  received  several  let1;  ssbs.  Dorsett 

and  3i sset ,  tohich  I  will  answer  to  them  directly.  In  Mr. 

)o  sett’s  letter,  however,  of  February  C,  10,  he  mentions 
that  my  bulletin  has  not  gone  to  the  printer.  I  haven’t  heard 
for  such  a  Ion.,  time  about  that  bulletin  that  I  really  do  not 
know  what  to  think  about  it.  It  seems  strange  that  hr. 
Anronshon’s  bulletin,  who  is  not  connected  with  our  'depart- 
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ment ,  should  have  "been  publish*  .  s  o  quickly,  while  some  of  our 
own.  contributions  cannot  he  rinted.  I  hope  to  he  informed 
hy  you  about  plans  you  or  others  may  have  about  my  writings. 

In  case  it  cannot  he  published,  then  >uld  like  to  3ee  a 
number  of  copies  be  made  from  it  and  sent  to  various  people 

and  experimental.  ions*  1  also  w  1 .  like  to  ]  one 

copy  reserved  for  me  and  kept  in  a  fire-proof  place. 

Mr.  I'.isset  wrot  me  in  a  letter  dated  September  13, 
1910,  that  both  you  and  Mr.  Borsett  are  enthusiastic  about 
the  prospects  as  a  fruit  for  arid  regions  of  the  Chinese 
Zizyplms.  Well,  I  am  glad  bo  hear  so.  I  also  sa  your  own 
remarks  in  your  hurried  personal  letter  about  t  is  Chinese 
date  and  the  original  peach. 

I  have  a  few  more  things  yet  to  answer,  but  I  will 
do  that  in  a  next  letter.  I  have  to  make  a  suggestion 

yet  to  you,  vis.,  this.  I  feel  that  I  am  petti  what 

out  of  touch  with  the  office  and  other  matters,  too,  and 
several  questions  that  !  did  in  former  letters  haven’t  been 
answered  von.  Vow,  I  know  of  course,  that  you  have  an  awful 
lot  of  correspondence  to  attend  to,  but,  my  work  has  also  an 
important  bearing  upon  your  work  in  general  and  now  I  suggest 
a  simple  remedy;  viz.,  take  a  big  envelope,  mark  in  blue 
pencil  Meyer  upon  it  and  :eep  that  envelope  at  a  handy  placO 

in  one  of  your  desk  drawers,  low  every  time  you  read  one  of 
lette:  .  kii  or  some  information,  just  take  a  note  sheet. 
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scribble  something  on  it  and  put  it  in  the  envelope.  Also 
suppose  you  read  something  or  tain  ..bout  something  and  you 
say  to  yourself,  *  ell,  not  look  here,  buyer  ought  to  .enow 
this,  just  scribble  it  down  again  and  put  it  in  the  envelope. 
Or  you  get  a  photo  from  Chico,  or  Brooksville  Or  .  th  it 
place  where  our  interests  are  mutual,  just  try  to  put  that 
also  in  the  envelope.  Or  something  in  a.  newspaper  strikes 
you  as  being  of  value  to  me,  just  pencil  mark  it  and  put  it 
in  the  envelope.  And  now  there  comes  a  certain  time  that 
you  feel  in  the  right  sort  of  a  mood  to  write  me,  then  you 
empty  that  envelope  and  having  looked  through  all  the  notes, 
you  write  me  a  solid  lett  i .  o  ou  thin: 

proposal? 

In  a  former  letter  I  asked  you  whether  Prof.  Hansen 
was  again  in  Jurkestan.  P id  you  get  that  letter?  In  this 
letter  there  are  also  a  number  of  matters  I  expect  from  you 
an  answer  on.  Well,  this  is  then  all  for  the  present. 

I  remain,  with  best  of  regards  also  to  all  in  the 

office, 


Tlespect  f • ul  ly  y o  ur  s , 


.  .  . 
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i  las  li  gar ,  Oh  in  as  e  Turk  e  s  dan , 
January  22,  1911. 


Dear  I  r.  rairchild: 

A  few  days  ago  I  received  your  letter  of  October  14, 
191.0,  with  the  append-ix  to  it  Chinese  :  rk  £  1  oration, 

Foreign  Seeds,  Acct.  60.  -  S.P.I.  L'o*  60.1. 

Well,  this  letter  calls  for  some  special  answer. 

You  say,  in  case  you  were  in  difficulties  like  I  was  there 
in  Russian  Juries tan,  you  would  make  a  bis  jump  to  some  other 
region.  Yes,  and  what  region  would  you  take?  I  have  also 
thought  so  a  few  times  and  have  had  in  mind  the  Volga  region; 
the  Ural  Mountains;  the  Altai  in  Southern  Siberia,  and  the 
Lake  Baikal  region.  In  case  I  really  wouldn’t  have  been  able 
to  proceed  to  Chinese  Turkestan,  I  would  have  gone  again  to 
St.  Petersburg,  would  have  consulted  specialists  there  on  the 
floras  and  products  of  these  various  regions  mentioned  before 
end  then  would  have  gotten  competent  assistants  and  gone  old, 
after  I  had  been  in  correspondence  with  you  about  it,  of  course, 
how,  however,  I  am  in  Chinese  Turkestan,  a  country  somewhat 
litce  a  cul  de  sac  and  have  my  difficulties  h  re,  too,  of  whet 
I  wrote  you  in  a  recent  letter. 

How  I  see  that  the  northwestern  country  especially 
has  to  come  in  for  a  good  share  of  new  things.  But — where  are 
we  going  to  get  them  from?  -.There  are  not  any  longer  many  good 
new  things  left  on  this  world  fit  to  grow  under  rather  adverse 
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conditions  as  are  experienced  in  the  1  orthrest .  As  I  wrote 
you  already,  climatic  conditions  here  are  not  to  be  compared 
with  those  02'  the  upper  I  ississippi  %lley  regions.  Vfe  would 
have  to  0  very  much  farther  orth  for  similar  conditions. 

And  then  we  got  the  Volga  regions  and  Western  Liberia  to  a 

ree,  also  Kanchuria  and  certain  sections  of  stem 
Siberia.  3ut  —  with  the  exception  of  the  first  named  region, 

I  never  heard  very  striking1  novelties  in  the  lines  of 
fruits  or  rerrc  hie  new  plants.  1'anchuria  I  went  through 
prettyfwell  and  the  thin  s  I  pot  there  have  probably  been 
tested  here  and  there.  A  rather  raw  climate  and  a  great 
variety  of  good  things,  never  go  together,  Mr*  Fairchild! 

Sven  the  cherries  and  apples  from  Central  Russia  have  in  many 
cases  been  seriously  injured  in  Iowa  and  other  parts  in  the 
northwest  in  past  winters.  So  what  are  re  going  to  do  about 
it?  In  case  the  mountains  here  were  clothed  with  vegetation, 
re  might  have  found  something  good  yet,  but — they  are  appal¬ 
lingly  barren!  Yes,  I  am  aware  that  the  greater  part  of 
plants  coming  from  Asia  find  a  more  congenial  home  in  California 
than  anywhere  else  in  the  United  States,  but  California  cannot 
help  that.  It  is  the  same  case  in  the  Riviera  and  in  Southern 
England,  Such  regions  are  bound  to  become  centers  of  a  higher 
horticulture.  It  is  not  ray  unwillingness  to  get  something  pod 
for  the  Northwest  but  it  is  ny  to  find  good  things . 

I  see  your  remarks  bout  the  Vssyk-Kul  region.  Yes, 
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even  there  it  isn’t  cold  in  the  sense  of  the  northwestern 
country?  r,  that  region  is  included  in  the  piano  I 

made  up,  and  so  are  the  Pslceme,  Tchotkal  and  Ablatoume  regions, 
where  wild  grapes,  wild  walnuts,  wild  plums  and  wild  apples 
occur.  But  there  it  is  not  exceedingly  cold  and  there  seems 
to  be  much  snow  there  in  winter,  covering  up  vegetation  pretty 
smugly.  And  to  give  further  .roof  a  mildness  of  winter  clir;ate, 
I  may  mention  that  Capus  states  that  in  the  is&eme  valley  wild 
pistaches  and  wild  almonds  occurl  ather  bad  prospects  for 
ver;  dy  things!  !'os,  those  wild  types  of  "/it is  v ini f era 
will  never  grow  unprotected  in  the  Eastern  States  or  in  the 
Middle  Vest,  it  is  not  always  the  cold  they  object  it,  but  it 
is  the  great  moist  heat  of  summer  with  very  hot  nights  and 
changeable  temperatures  that  make  them  so  liable  to  all  sorts 
of  diseases.  Gardeners,  growing  grapes  in  greenhouses  all 
over  tu;e  world,  know  too  well  mil  dev/,  blight  and  various  other 
diseases  of  the  grape  and  therefore  it  is  that  one  always 
snelJ-s  the  odor  of  sulphur  in  these  greenhouses. 

How,  I  will  answer  in  brief  various  points  in  the 
project  Chinese  Turkestan  Explorations: 

Points  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  all  agreed  on. 
oint  10.  General  plant  of  work.  searching.  Have 
not  been  ble  to  find  yet  I  irus  bucl  arica;  i  .  Horshi:  s.:yi  and 
1,  heteraphylla. 


Have  not  yet  found  " 'edi c ago  cancell ; .ta  dnd  .  glutinosa. 


Ihh  . 


Have  been  in  correspondence  about  both;  the  last  is  very  much 
more  promising  as  a  fodder  plant  than  the  lirst. 

Hardy  olives  of  the  South  Crimea.  lot  them  in  11 
varieties,  cuttings  have  been  received  in  Washington, 

Paradise  apple  from  the  Caucasus.  Pound  them  and 
sent  cuttings  under  To.  768, 

Picus  afghani stanci a.  ITo  specimens  of  this  to  be 
found  in  the  ICew  herbarium,  while  Prof.  V,  Idpalsy,  the  great 
Russian  specialist  on  Central  Asian  plants,  told  me  that  it  is 
only  a  variety  of  the  oi  ary  fig,  :  cua  c.arica.  Ii  ws  in 
very  temperate  re  ;ions,  where  wild  pist  .che  occurs.  Have 
been  in  the  mountains  at  the  Persian  frontier  near  f’eok-Tapa, 
but  was  not  able  to  find  a  0uide  well  enough  acquainted  with 
the  region  to  assist  us  in  finding  it. 

Forests  of  wild  pi  at  aches  at  SaraJcs  near  the  Persian 
frontier.  Had  a  very  inc ompetent  interpreter  with  me,  who 
could  not  be  relied  upon  and  also  there  -were  more  olitical 
difficulties  in  the  way,  therefore  did  not  visit  that  region. 

The  fruits  and  cereals  in  the  Case  of  hern.  Studied 
them,  sent  a  report  and  also  grains. 

Wild  almonds  in  the  Sarafshan  Talley  near  Samarkand. 
Found  them,  sent  seeds  ana  erbariun  material. 

7ild  pistaches  in  the  farafshan  ’Tiller  .  Pound  only  a 
few;  sent  herbarium  material,  seeds  not  ripe  yet. 

Gra/oe  culture  in  the  Sarafshan  Valley.  Saw  some  of  it, 
but  it  w  s  too  e  rly  to  study  the  fruit. 


lies. 


Piatache  forests  in  Bokhara.  For  political  reasons 
or  through  aggressiveness  of  Russian  officials  was  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  enter  theee  regions. 

Valley  of  the  Pskeme  to  collect  wild  grapes  and 
other  wild  fruits.  Have  not  been  there  yet;  intend  to  go  there. 

Thian-shan  spruce  (Picea  3chrenxiana) .  Have  only 
seen  it  at  one  place  and  all  seeds  we  collected  were  worm- 
eaten. 

Tchirtchik  mountains  for  wild  apples,  plums,  almonds, 
apricots,  etc,  The  Tchirtchik  mom.  ins  are  part  of  the  Pskeme 

region;  haven’t  been  there  yet. 

Pile  apple  region  of  Susak.  never  heard  of  it  "before. 

Will  find  out  about  it. 

Allai  Ifountains  for  wild  plums.  Interpreter  could 
not  get  a  permit  to  accompany  me  and  alone  I  could  not  and  v/ould 
not  go. 

Osh  for  wild  pears  and  peaches.  There  are  no  such 
things  known  in  Osh.  Everything  is  cultivated  and  all  under 

irrigation. 

The  Oases  of  Kashgar,  Yarkend,  Karghalik,  G-uma  and 
IQiotan.  Visited  them  and  collected  all  good  things,  hid  not 
o'0t  to  keria;  Chinese  interpreter  unwilling  and  got  reports 
also  that  nothing  special  was  to  be  iound,  that  was  not  also 
in  Khotan.  These  oases  are  not  extremely  cold  in  winter.  It 
very  rarely  goes  down  to  zero  Fahr ,  It  is  very  hoi  ..  suinnei, 
however,  and  there  is  considerable  alkali  in  the  land. 
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The  seedless  grape  of  Turfan.  It  is  a  so-called 
ICishmis  or  Suet ana  as  called  in  America,  seems  to  thank  its 
qualities  to  the  1‘act  that  it  grows  in  a  region  a  few  hundred 
feet  below  sea  level,  were  the  summers  are  exceedingly  hot, 
and  the  atmosphere  remarkably  di'y .  The  plants  are  grown  in 
rows,  the  branches  trailed  over  the  earth,  they  are  regularly 
irrigated  and  in  winter  are  covered  up  with  dry  soil,  line  all 
grapes  are  in  Chinese  Turkestan.  Turfan  is  between  50  and  60 
days  by  cart  from  Kashgar  and  most  of  the  way  is  through  an 
exceedingly  unprofitable  country  from  a  collector’s  point  of 
view  for  it  is  nearly  all  irreclaimabl .  deserts.  (P.  3.  Try 
grape  culture  ir  THE  Salton  basin  on  lines  suggested  here! ) 

Lake  Issyk  region*  (Khl  means  lake  in  the  Turki 
lang  s ...  ) .  Pc  find  various  ornamental  shrubs,  wild  fruit 
trees  and  wild  forage  plants,  a.o.  ITedicago  falcnta  and  M. 
pi at year pa*  Have  not  been  there  yet,  but  hope  to  collect  there. 

Thian  Shan  regions,  with  the  valleys  of  the  Yulduz  and 

the  ICunges  for  various  wild  fruits  and  ornamental  shrubs.  This 

is  an  <  .  .  territory,  and  very  inacceasable  while  the  flora 

is  not  rich  in  species,  lay  go  there,  but  have  to  make  special 

arrangements  for  a  long  souyourn;  have  not  found  suitable  men 

as  yet,  willing  to  rough  it  any  length  of  time. 

Veil,  Mr.  Fairchild,  this  is  a  rather  solid  letter  in 
the  way  I  take  the  i  olid.  I  probably  will  hear  some  more 
about  matters,  brought  forward  here.  In  ease  1  r.  Stunt z  should 
be  with  us,  please  have  him- look  up  the  floras  of  the  Ural, 


. 
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Altai,  and  Lake  Baikal  regions  from  an  economic,  botanical 
point  of  view.  The  names  of  i  ere  weeds  are  not  v/anted,  but 
those  of  trees  and  shrubs,  of  forage  and  ornamental  plants 
are,  of  course,  what  we  need.  Also  the  names  of  fruits  that 
are  cultivated  in  these  aforesaid  regions,  in  case  such  things 
are  mentioned. 

I  have  been  informed  here  by  the  Russian  Consul 
General,  hr.  3*  lokow,  that  there  are  valleys  in  the 
Altai  Fountains  with  wonderful  vegetation,  line  the  Bugh  Barr; a 
valley  and  the  larka-hul  region.  ;  3  .  desselring  in  St.  Peters¬ 
burg  also  told  me  about  the  Tarxa-Kul  locality  and  said  there 
grew  a  very  fine  sort  of  currant.  And  last,  Tv.  Brnest 
Parkinson  of  Bokhara  who  has  been  in  the  Altai  told  me  that 

t 

for  forage  plants  he  thought  the  Altai  was  one  of  the  finest 
regions  he  had  seen  and  for  fruits  Persia.  So  maybe  we  find 
in  the  Altai  more  than  around  these  desiccating,  dreary, 
regions  here.  And  herewith  7  will  close. 

With  kind  regards  to  you  all,  I  remain 

loiirs  respectfully, 

PRA1IK  ■.  HET3H. 
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